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one is not apprehending the thing. : o

' St111 ‘it mlsht bo urged that the knowledge was the frult of

gbatraction. One hud un empirical apnrehension, say .In the sensible

. ¢rder. Next one abstracted from the sensible datum merely the fact

. ghat 1t wus something with an essence, prescirding entirely from

- what the essence was. L : S '

: Now with regard to this view, I think we may adnlt that 1t cannot
ve demonstrated to be imposiaible. But there ls this agalnat it. Entla

' non sunt multiplicenda praeter necessitatem. There 1s no ground for

invénting a method of abstraction by which we con. lmow that there 1s

an essence without in sny way knowing what the esgence 1s, when we

already possess the princirle of sufficient reason thot gives us the

sarle result without: any obstraction. Further, we shall need the

concapt of abstraction in an entively different- context, and one .

cunnot help thinking that to obtrude abstrection into this lssue 1s

If onw kiows that a thing is without kmowing whgﬁ'itifia, then plainly

simply & blind tradltionalism, R
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It follows that absolute heing is not a being something, for
we have shewn that being .gomething lnvolves not being.

Since then zbsolut~ bbking is, and 1a not something, 1t remains
b b 1s simpliciter; its HOJHH ig not being this or that, but
Delng itaelfl, tho ‘lenﬂtudc of being, 1rswm esse.

Nor wilth relatlion to limlted hplng, we Y note the folloving
about ansolate being,

Fl 8t, it is ell tit they are In so far as tley are, Cor it
is the. plen tide of heing, _

Socond it 1s not them, for if It were, then its baing would
ha identical with thelrs and so wilth thelrs involve not being. But
the absolote 1s whut in no way involves not heing. '

Mhird, it is all that they are, not as they are what they are,
tiis is, with thelir limitabions and so with thelir Implicsatlon of
not. being, but modo eminentiorl, or modo illimitsto. The infinite
ig not an aggrectte of finites, a Noah's avk, nor a composite fusion

of finites, 1ike e hermaphrodite, hutb a transcendental synthesls
of pure ,orfect ons.
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