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History regards the group; blography the individual.
Hlamtory is knowledge of the pastt: in a loose sense 1t includes
the evolution of species, the reolozlcal record, the genesis of
planetary systems, ete.; properly, 1t ls knorledgeof the human pastﬂ
of a past in which knowledze of a prior papt was a determinant. Cf."time".

Basic history tells who (persons, peoples) where (places, territories)
when (dates, periods) did what {external acts, public 1ife) and so

enjoyed what sufcess, suffered vhat reverses, exerted what influence.
It makes as speciflc and preclse as posslble the more emsily
recognized and acknowledged features of human activity on this planet.
It is basic In the sense that it determines the fleld, the material
frame of rafsrence, common to distinct, speclal hlstorles.

Special hlstories regard cultureg {art, lanzuage, literature,
religion), institutlons (family =soclety morals education technology
economy state law), doctrines (theology philosophy methematics
natural sclence human sclence historyﬁ, and movements.

For historical conscicusness the history of a doctrine is solidary
with the doctrine: understanding a doctrine and understanding its history
are interdependent, particularly understanding the history is dependent
on unterstanding the doctrine.

By a movement is meant a cultural, hisk Institutlonal, doctrinal
change with a rescnance: the innovaiion starts from an individu=l or
pEmall group; 1t resonatea because it effects a transition from what
is felt needed wanted in imrllcit unformulated fashlon; as it sgore~ds
and lasts it moves towards :reater consciousness, more explicit
and accurste formulation, more effectlve and thorough lmplementatilon;
1t becomes (in modern times) a succestful "-ism" [Die Wandurg 2ur

Movements amay be spontaneous or contrlved, freely accepted or
imposed ¥ successful or failures; they comnlement and support one another,
or are rivalg, comnetitors, opponents, encmies, at war; they remaln
faithful to an original intentlon or improve, develop, despen, extend 1t,
or simplify, devaluate, distort, deserti it; they are the stuff that
the course of history puts to the tegst ofFEEﬁE%TEﬁEElhistot;gggb

The study of movements ig the study of tie hlstory of cultures,
institutions, doctrines in their pgenesis (present state edpuals integrated
sum of past changes) and in their concrete realizations,

Further, cultures, institutlions, doctrines are the component
of meaning in his.ory, the component from which basle history presclnds;
hence the study of movements ig the study of objektlver Gelst, of
the component of intrerpretotion that is not just in the mind of the
historlan but aleco in the hilstorlical process itself.

General history ls basic history illumlnated by speclal histories,
It is the total view, or some aprroximation to it. It expresses the
historian's information, understanding, judg-ument on cultural, institution
al, and doctrinal movements in thelr concrete setting (or vice versa).

Baslc, speclal, and general history are methodologlcally distinct.
Baslc and speclal ask questions of difierent types (Behavioural scilences,
Gelateswissenschaften), employ different heurilstic structures {comnonsense
notions of man, special skills tastes knowledge), appeal to different
types of criteria evidence (common consent easy, difricult)

General history: perhaps Toynbee indilcates heuristlc structures.
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- an Intelligibility unknown to the authors of the rscords.
The Historlcal Jesus: is it possible from the cumulating retro- !

. History as knowledge of past (object above)

1t sees the whole {vs parts) 1n its significant components (hindsight)

| place and time {law-court in Englend, U8, leper colony in bongo)
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Human knowledge ls a compound of experience, undsrstandlng, Judsement
Much experience yields some understanding; much understanding grounds
some jJudgement. To experlience wt understanding 1s stupldity or inqulry;

~ to understand experience wt judging is mythic consciousness or doubt.

Variables In knowledme are horizon (relative, development; absolute,
conversion; quidauld recipitur), exverience and information {world
of immedlacy, mediated by meaning, mediated andconstituted by meaning),
Judgement (yes no probable certain) and understanding(minimal in basic
history, maximal in general history).

Crlsls in method of history seems to be (a) philosophic [naive
realism, idealism, relativiem,*realism critical] and (b) thehransition
from general history done by methods of basic history, le special

history handled by common sense, to develomment (differentlation and
integration®).

Understanding the past 1s not the past’'s understanding of itself.
The past's understanding of itself is the constitutive intelll-
glbility of the past: it is wha! was understood by the actors, the
participants, the onlookera; 1t ls the commonsense understanding of
each men with regard toc his own actions and those in hils circle%a);
it was divided up and parcelled out among nany indlviduals; it was
retrospective 01 an earlier past and anticipatlve of a future.
Historlical understanding 1s the retrospective intellliglbility of
the past: subsequent events eliminate the anticipative component In
constitutive intelligibility, select the'really'significant features,
make possible the understanding of a course of actlon from kk® hindslght.
Battle: constitutive intell = motlves in‘entions plans experiences
Insights reactions declaions of participants before & during battle ~-
retrospective intell = the course of the batile, the essentlal line --

Retrospective 1ntelligibility 1s cumulatlve: each battle finds 1ts
slgnificance wlthin the campaign; the campaign within the war (adds
technical economlc soclial political cultural factors); the war in the
serles of wars _

Retrospective intelliginiiity does not cumulatepenot alwayspnrd
indefinitely: one comes to a break; a ba-lcally new situation arises;

a8 new period begins -- new centres of preponderant 1nfluence -~ new
factors of major importance.

Through cumulative retrospectlvex intelllsibility the historlan
understands the past in a way in which the past could not understand
itself; he finds in the past's contemporary records (taken as a whole)

spective Intellipgibllity of the NI to reconstruct the constlitutive
intelligibility of the motives intentions purposes words deeds of Jesus?

Underastanding in natural sclence and in history
Data! n-8 given as given; hlstory glven ¢ meaning, meaning at that

N-3 departs from everyday to systematlcally deflined meaninge; 1t
formulates and checks hypotheses where terms are dei'lned, bear deductions
History, comnonsense (a varlable) meanings are many for each word, |
determlned by context, lack precislon necessary for any notable deduction.
Historical sources and hlstory books do not set up systems of defined
terms, propose hypotieses, work outl lmplications, verify them;
tney understand and they communiczte t.elr understanding; they can

marshal arguments against another view; but thelr own view has the
intelliginility of a spstained and documented narrative,




_ - Hiaa@ﬁg is knowledge of the past; the historian by his lectures,
i articles, books tells people today about ity 1n so far as he tells them
R ) . what they do not alrewdy know perfectly well, he modifhes thelr view of
= % the past, perhaps a "tradltional" view of the past, in any case some
’ view of the past.
Human existence 1s a self-mediztion (mutual) within a tradi tion:
men sither keep the tradition alive and relevant ob they destroy 1t
and replace 1t with another (single brutality [revolution] or plecemeal]
Modern history has been & sustained re-lnterpretation of the past:
1t has extended our knowledpe enormously, it has made 1t fer more
- accurate and detalled, it has worked out a vast collaboratlon for the
o wrlting of hisbory, and it 1is has transformed our mentallitles from a
AT © clasgicism to historical consciousness; 1t also has been busy liquidating
¢ . Christianity and constructing secularist culturs, education, institutlons,

'if“:doctrines. Modern hilstorlogrephy has been afﬁﬁ?éﬁ?ﬁﬁ1_333342514
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