
"metRōrin theology - internāl pro51ēm—

1. Christian theology is thematized knowledge of God mediated by
the Body of Christ.

Knowledge of God is immediate in the beatific vision; it is
mediated by unaided human rf=ason in natural theology; it is mediated
by the Body of Christ, objectively through the historic Christian
community, and on the side of the subject inasmuch as the theologian
is a new man in Christ Jesus and so neither Jew nor Greek (Gal 3, 28).

Such knowledge is had by all Christians where knowledge is
exercite, vecu, existenziell; it is theology when it is thematized,
signate, existenzial, i.e., articulated, ordered, grounded, evaluated.

Thernatized knowledge of God divides into positive, dogmatic,
systematic, and foundational.

Positive thematizes spontaneous expressions of such knowledge
and previous thematizations: it is theology in oratio obliqua; an
account of sources and developmentsx in their detail and particularity.

Dogmatic is concerned with dogmas in their genesis content implicatio'
it stands to positive as, say, Butterfield's Orig.ns of Modern Science
to particular studies of each of the discoveries that led to modern se.

Systematic is concerned with attaining an imperfect and analogous
understanding of the mysteries, ie paradoxes resulting from dogm definit

Foundaj,ional is concerned with the Catholic position as a whole,
not in its entirety,but in its roots;, in the precise logation of
differences from other positions; in the precise formulation of
Catholic presuppositions, the divisions of theology, their respective
methods, the in ' ,erration of the separate parts.

From my standpoint, method and foundational more or less coincide.

ōv`^ ^ operations in that manner.l	 Note: it^L	 provides the basis for determining; it is not a cook
book, but a study preparatory to writing cook-books.s t w 1;it
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 It is closely related to the subject, his religious, moral,
C	 _4µintellectual conversion, his openness, his authenticity: operari

^,,C^"i"	 sequitur esse; the operations of the theologian follow from what

	

^.-	 this theologian is. Method is unpleasantly :istential.
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	w^	 3. 1 Our concern is contemporary. We are not.... t__ _. .__ _..,the
method that holds for all times and places. We are concerned with
the methodical problem of the pr ē sent moment, and we now proceed

C:	 to sketch what we belie this problem to be.

a)	 The concrete and particular carrier of the problem is the
enormous development of positive studies in contemporary Catholic theology

From 1900 there was an outpouring of protest literature urging
more positive study in theology, in academic teaching, in seminary teachi
Bibliography, B.  Xiberta, Introductio in sacram theol., Madrid 1949.

1 July 1931, Deus scientiarum Dominus, PAS 23(1931), 241 ss.
Professors of theology at the present time for the most part were
formed under the provisions of D sc Ds; yaun__er professors were pupils
of people formed under D sc Ds.

2. Method is concerned with basic operations, their differentiation,
various combinations of differentiated operations, m ally exclusive

(06 . sets or groups of combinations, A.124..- 	 l or classes of objects
fLe4.1	 Method differs. from doctrine, which regards particular objects

mtildTh in their relations.
It differs from logic which regards objects in general in their

necessary relationships.
It provides the basis for determining (a) what are we to do,

o 10_,4L first, next, in third place, etc., (b) how are we to do each of these,
(c) what can we expect to result from Ep performing the series of
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The extent of the literature that has resulted (in part at least)
may be gleaned fnom bibliogra hies in Biblica, A1 taner, Rech.:theol.
anc. med. (Bulletin), iphem theol Lovan.

Altaner: 7 pp sig4a; 3 1-2 pp collections, key works; 23 pp survey
general literature; rest specialized bibl for each Father

Add the dictionaries, encyclopedias, collective works, handooks,
which publishing houses seem quite anxious to promote.

b) The problem is not what it was 60 or 30 years ago: to teach and
promote positive studies; by and larc°e that problem has been recognized.

Nor is it simply a variant of Parkinson's law: there is much more
coming into print than bibliographers can properly catalogue, than
librarians can make a -railable, that specialists can read.

Rather it may be described as Newman's theorem taken in reverse.
By Newman's theorem I mean the central argument in the Idea of

a University [FergalNcGrath, The Consecration of Learning, DublinGill 1962
To omit a part of knowledge is (a) to be ignorant of that part,

(b) to mutilate the whole, and (c) to distort the remainsder.
In reverse, this becomes that to add a new type of study is

(a) to add a new department to knowledge, (b) to demand an organic
adaptation of the previous departments, and (c) to bring about a
transformation of the whole.

Ca rst 6t4 	 .0.„''°timat'o4

This seems to me to describ ē^the preent situation: positive
studies have been introduced and quantitatively at least are flourishing
organic adaptations are taking place in the older departments; but
these adaptations have not yet been perfected and the transformation
of the whole is as yet only a vast ferment and a disquieting confusion.

To illustrate the adaptatioins one may note transitions:
from the single correct definition to the historical series

of approaches and modes of thought on the point: e.g. person
from the constant doctrine (quod lsemperlquod ubi uquod ab omnibus)

to the development of doctrine, its stages, the causes of change,
the relations i between prior and later stages: NT to N eica a to Const III
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To illustrate the traps:
formerly theology was (12th century) to say what Augustine said

or, later, to mean what Aquinas really meant
today the appeal to Augustine, Aquinas, or any other auto'rity,

runs into the endless complexity of an historical investigation, the
bewilderment of unprepared students, the mere probability of hist conclus.

eg De Deo Trino, II, no at'_empt to ar7ue from Aquin; appendix I & II.

	fo	 formerly theology was a circumscribed, unified, coherent block
of "solid" doctrine

today the multiplicity of positive studies runs parallel with
the division and subdivision of fields, the addition of new subjects,

`11,."he extension of auxiliary subjects, the influence from the human or
social sciences,A and to catch the student's fancy and absorb his
attention such practical affairs as the biblical movement liturgical
movement, leery matte theology, 044 po ac ca.4 rnc m ^ sot to-Wmv
PL, tat j 41, 	Alin& OM/ tolkit

c) The seriousness of the methodical problem in which theology at
present de facto finds itself, the magnitude of the transformation
that it seems called upon to effect, comes to light only when one
adverts to the differences between
science as a Greek ideal and scienOe as a modern achievement
classical consciousness and contemporary historical consciousness
"a philosophy that fits in with Greek science and classical consciousness
and a philosophy that fits in with modern science and historical consc.

A

0 )
•̂



method in theology -- internal problem

What precisely these differences are and imply, are large questions;
a sketchy answer will be attempted presently; let us for the moment
assume them to be real and sic•nificant, to conclude to our second
approximation [first = Newman's theorem in reverse] to the problem of MiT.

Within a unified theology (a) the operative notion of science cannot
be both Greek and modern, (2b) the effective mode of consciousness cannot
be both classicist and historical, (c) the philosophic ancilla in actual
use cannot be both of the mediaeval and the modern type.

But the more seriously positive studies are worked out and accepted,
the more massive is the entry into theology of modern science, historical
consciousness, and a modern type of philosophy. Nor is this entry on
any secondary level: Catholicism is a historical religion; it stands on
scripture and tradition; and positive studies tell what scripture means
and what traditions have existed.

The logic of the process is: the historical character of Catholicism
demands positive studies; positive studies remain a sham, a make-believe,
ntil one moves from Greek to modern ideas of science, from classicism

to historical consciousness, from a mediaeval to a modern type of philoso-
phy; unless this movement occurs all along the line, one cannot have
a unified theology -- one pours the new wine in the old bottles, and the
old bottles burst -- there is the schism between traditional and contem-
porary,A between more advanced and less advanced countries and centres,
between different departments, between administrators and professors --
there is mutual incomprehension, suspicion, fear, unease -- there is
concern, doubt, anxiety -- there are outbursts, violent accusations
and replies, the withdrawal of issues from academic discussion and debate,
and the determination of capable young men to serve God and the Chtu4rch
in any manner except the study and teaching of theology.

d)	 A third approximation to the problem of MiT is reached with the
observation that the exigence for the shift tends to be hidden

first because the requisite shift is not in theology itself but
in such extrinsic matters as a developed notion of science, a fuller
apprehension of man's reality, the emergence of more fundamental
philosophic techniques -- the shiftAis not towards a New Theology,
not towards new doctrines, but towards the scraping of obsolescent
equipment and the installation of a new plant and machinery

secondly because both traditional and more recent trends in theology
tend to regard such questions as the exact nature of science, the
historicity of man ), the new techniques in philosophy as "speculative2",
where speculative is taken to mean (a) insoluble and. (b) irrelevant.

a') The decadence of Scholasticism in the 14th and 15th centuries
was followed by the school theologies: Dominican, Franciscan, Jesuit,
Sorbonne, Louvain, etc. School-theologies are phenomena in the
sociology of knowledge, not the history of science

K. Mannheim, Ideology and Utopia, London Routledge Ken Paul ll 36
bi71954,	 bl. 281-304	 J1958

Werner_.S_tar-k, Sociology of Knowledge, Glencoe Ill Free Press, revit— Mont -s^'.iie f u, Pioneer in the Sociology of Knowledge,
London 1960.

Robert K. M_ert i, Social Theory and Social Structure, Glencoe,
revised ēd 1957

On 15th cent. M J Congar DTC 29, 410; on 20th E Gilson, Le
philosophe et la theologie, p. 172.

Melchior Ca o, De locis theologicis, 3 vole Rome 1890, humanist,
bishop, nquisitor, determined ten loci whence theologians prove theses

A. Lang, Die Loci theologiei des Melchior Cano and die Methode des
dogmatischen Beweises, Munchen 1925

MJ_Comar DTC 29 421 s.
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A. Gardeil, Lieux theologiques, DTC IX 17 712-747
rtarcotte, La nature de la theologie d'apres Melchior Cano, Ottawa

ed de- niv., 1949 bibs.
J M Levasseur, Le lieu th‘ologique, histoire Trois - Rivi ēres 1960

Theology as determined by Cano's method uses ten loci whence it
derives "proofs" of traditional theological theses: it is innocent of
the development of dogma, unaware of the fallacy of anachronism,
unprepared to conceive that new issues arise, and unequipped to develop
theology.

Mediaeval decadence, school theology, and Cano's method determined
a "dogmatic" theology that considbs in (a) soft-pedalling disputed
questions which are regarded as insoluble and not really relevant to
the substance of theology and (b) in clearly and stoutly affirming
what is common to all believers, all Catholics, all theologians.

Questions concerning the nature of science, the historicity of
man, the techniques of critical philosophy fall in the category of
disputed questions and so are not disputed much or very seriously )

•	 o n l'" a . 4t 64:4414' 	 V
b') Unlike the modern_sts, contemporary contributors to positive  
studies are not theoretically inclined.

ttALLIJILILThey have studied philosophy and theology but chose pos 	 A
studies because they wire little inclined to e,p. Their main
energies have been devoted to mastering the enormous range of positive
erudition that is their stock in trade.

They know the techniques of a modern science, but they rarely have
reflected on the nature of modern science or its precise differences
from the mediaeval notion.

They know historical facts and the differences of historical cultures
but they have not reflected on the historicity of man or on the problems
involved in a cognitional theory and epistemology of historical investigat

They consider philosophic issues as alien to their specialty and
as something that quite safely may be, if not nelected, at least left
to other specialists engaged in the s.yecialty, philosophy.

E. Husserl, Die Krisis der europaischen Wissenschaften and die
,transzendentale Phanomenologie, The HaRue, M. Nijhoff, 1954.

e)	 If the exigence for a shift to modern science, historical conscious-
ness, and a modern type of philosophy is hidden both to traditional
"dogmatic" theology and to positive investigators, it remains that
both of these positions 	 highly unstable.aire

The "dogmatic" theologian can arrive at what is commonly held only
by sacrificing understanding: when different people understand the same
thing in different ways, one arrives at what is common by omitting
the different understandings; what is h left is formulae to be recited

(A and believed.
Such "dogmatic" theology is being brushed aside by positive studies,

0 n which embarass its assertions with endless unsuspected difficulties,
undermine its proofs by re-interpretingrpro:of-texts, and capture the
students' mi,ds by offering an intelligible account of Xtian doctrine.

At the same time the efforts of the positive theologians are being
undermined by the application of epistemoloFical and ontological doctrines
to the methods employed in positive studies. Leopold von Ranke is moving
from the role of Venerabilis inceptor of historical science to that of
the myth-maker of the Prussian state.

^ ^
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John BAhe New Test ent and the Training of the Clergy, --^^

Letters and Notices, 69(1964), 30-62. Announces review Ebeling HJ 1964.
A. Richaardson, History Sacred and Profane, London SCM 1964, bib1.
H. I. Marrou, De la connaisaance historique, Paris 1954 (ed du Seuil)
K. leisQi, Die Krisis des Histotismus, Tubingen 1932.

J. Cahill Rudolf Bultmann and Post-Bultmannian Tendencies,
CBQ 26(1964), 153-178.

R. Brown, After Bultmann, What?, CBQ 26(1964), 1-30.
P. G	 r, Theories of History, Glencoe, Free Press, 1959 bibl.
W ....!_i'A_ lhright, History Archaeology and Chr'stian Humanism,

New York Toronto London, McGraw-Hill 1964.
G GCL4o Mr W'a.l^e iT 'u►td Melva* Iwban9En 1(160

f)	 The instability of the opposed schools hiding the problem gives
the problem its opportunity to emerge

The method of positive studies destroys the method of "dogmatic"
theology; investigations o f the method of positive study destroy the
ambition of positive studies to communicate the intellig'.bility of
the Xtian religion to people of our day.

The spring-board is provided by the cumulation of three factors.
Semi-rationalism (influence of Kant and Hegel on Hermes Gunther

Frohschammer Rosmini?) was met by Fr ,nzelin leaping back to Augustine
Anselm Aquinas to affirm an imperfect and analogous intelligentia fidei

si	 fructuo,psima.
A 	The grasp of this intelligentia was prepared by Leo XIII's

prescription of St. Thomas and by historical studies of basic Thomist
ideas and procedures (being, intelligere, Trinitarian theory). 	D07II.

It can be employed not only to resuscitate a mediaeval in'.elligentiaA
fidei but also to set up critical techniques that liquidate the QQ DD.

It can be employed to ground and criticize modern notions on science
and on history.

It can bei employed to work out a notion of d4natic theology
as the reduction of dogmas to sources

and to distinguish this task from the preparjatory and basic
detailed work of positive studies.
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