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The Example of Glbson Winter

When requested for a brief note on the relatlons of
soclology and thieology, 1 declded I could do no bettser than
recall the example of Gibson Winter. For Prof. Winter has

worked out, In princlple, an integration of soclology and

ethics.l It could, I belleve, be po prolomged into an integratim

of soclology, ethics, and religinon. There woald result something

like a praktlsche Thso 10gie,2 that would make religlous people

avare of their rotemtlallties for the renewsl and redemption
of human soclety and would dlrect thelir effirts to the crucial
lasues of each plaece ani time. This, of course, wol would not
be the sole maxmer in which soclology and theology conld
collaborate frultfully, and so the present sugzestion is not
to be thought exclisive.

A key step 1z Max Weber's celebrated dlstinction betwesn
soclal sclence and social pollcy. A scolal social polley
implements dd declsions, and declslons can be motivated by
values Iin the strict sense. But as an empirlical sclence,
soclology 18 c¢concermed, not with what 1s right or wrong, not
with what ought or ought not occur, but with what ln fact
1s so0, what 1n fact 1s poemible, what 1n fact 1ls probable.

A second step 1ls the d'stinctlon of four dlfferent typss

sty Les
of soclal scliermce. There As the physlcal siyle that confines

social eclence to the methods employed in the natural sclences.

There is the functional style




The Example of Gibson VWinter

On the relatlons of sociology and theology, I have only
& simggestlon to make. It seems to me that Prof. Gibson Winterl
of t.he Dlvinity School 2t the University of Chlcago has done s
remarkable plece of interdiscipllinary work lon relating soclology
annd ethics and that by following hls example theologlians could
rela.te soclology, etnlcs, and religlon or, for that matter,
paycho logy, sthics, and religicng or, again, economlcs, ethlcs,

anyd religion, It will be understood that I am no more than makilng

suggcestions and that I do mot wish them to be concelved as excluslve,

Firat, then, there ils Max Weber's celebrated distinction
batwesn soclal sclence and soclal policy. Soclal polley parsues
goals; amd 1t proceeds from declsions; and the decisions are or,
at least, may bs motivated by values. But soclal science 1s
empl rical sclence. It 18 concerned, not with what is rilght or
wrorag, not wlth what ought or ought not to be, but with what
il fact 18 s0, what in fact 18 posslble, what in fact 1s probable.
Prof”, Winter accepts Weber's distinctlion but goes beyond it.
Betwesn soclal sclence and soclal polley he lmserts soclal
ethlcs. The ethics addas the value Judmements from whilch social

by

/\u which soclal policy should be gulded.

Next, soclal sclience is not homogeneous, and Prof. Winter

sclene abst‘a ins and
AV .

ddst ingnlshes four different styles whlich he names the physleal,
thhe fumctional, the veluntarlst, and the intentlionsl. The
phys ical style conslders that the methods of natural sclence are

tke only mehimds sclentific methods; 1t is positivist, behaviorlst,
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of 1te categorles, Filnally, emplrical religious stundles can

Yield informatlion about navy nhher things and, among them,
t.he
about the conmeguences of current policles of religious groups.




of ite categorles., Flnally, while empiri cal religlous studies

are always a source of Information,
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of 1ts categorles. Finally, empirical religlous studles as
groonded 1n and eritlelzed by a philosophy of relgd religlon
and a8 Included wilthin the perepectives of a theology would
provide the ongolng source of Information on religicus events
angd tendencles, short-comlngs and dangers, probabilities and

potentlallties.
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of lta categories.

Empirical religious stuiles, then, grounded and criticlized
by & phllosophy of rellglon and ineerted withlin the pesrepectives
of a theology gensrate commom policles for religious groups.

There would result a praktische Thao.‘mgia3
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