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4, Developments

To relate the starting-polnt, the process, the end-result
of any particular development of doctrine 1s & matter of exact
hietorlcal inveastligatiosn. To determine the legitimacy of any

development 1s to answer the further question whether or not

the process

g%ﬁwas ruled by intellectual, moral, and religlous conversion.
But the deeper issue ls the more general qurstion that asks

how 1t 1s that developments are possible. How is it that mortal
man can develop divline revelation?

No small part of the answer to this onestlon lies in
a very pecullar feature of mirtal man that I have called the
different lation of consclousness. This can occur 1n a number
of dlfferent manners, and the dif ferent manners caen combine in
anmtampa qulte a few ways. Let me flirst apeak of the different
mannera and then of the different comblnations.

A first dliferentiation arises 1n the process of growing
up. The infant lives in a world of immedlacy. The child moves
exultlingly towards world mediated by meaning. For the adult
the real world ls of courss the world medlated by meanlng but .
there 1s not t oo much awsreness that 1t is medlated by meanling.
Hence the problems of phllosophers., For the criteria of the
realities in the world medlated by meaning are not the same
as the criteria for the "realities" in the world of imuedlacy;
the former eriterla are difficult to formulate; the latter are
easy; and so eplstemology begins with the systematlcally misleading
image that one knows the real by taking a good look.

Next, there 1s not Just one world medlated b;é{meaning,
for as human intelllgence develops, 1t can dliscover new

technigues in ¥nowlng., The most common technique of all I refer
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to a8 common sense. It 1s the most common because it 1s not
properly a technique, for 1t does not stem from some dlscovexry

or invention, but occurs spontaneocusly., For there zx

gpontaneously occur 1n the group processes of imltatling

and falling, teaching and learning, wond ering and trying

and watching agaln and trying agaln till practlce makes

perfect, The result is an accumulation of insighta that
recurrent

ensble one to deal with thessltuations that lavee have bewn

dealt with successfully in the past and, ae well, an alertness

that notices what 1ls novel and proceeds to deal slowly and

tentatlively with it.

Such common sense does not deflme. It uses common nanes
successfully because it has come to understand on what occas lons
thelr use 1s approprlats. It does not appeal to univerassl
princlples, It ia content with proverbs, pleces of advice
that 1t 1s often well to bear in mind. Nor are proverbs
Stiﬁgiiiiefor consistency for they are not theoretical tools.
SofSB%fﬁkQ the i{iron while 1t 1s hot™ and "He who hesitates is
lost" are not s0 much contradicted as complemented by "Iook
before you leap." Finally, ees common sense hardly sylloglzes.
It argues from analogy. But lts arguments from analogy do

logician's
not resemble thgalogéei&ﬂq model in which the analogue 1is
partly similar and partly different. Rather they resemble
Plaget 's adaptations which result from the combination of
two elements: a flrst element of asslmilation 1n whlch are
employed operatlons found successful in somewhat simllar cases;
and a second element of adJustment that eventually st least

taikes into intelligent account he-wevel-sien—whet—ts—oa
-

what 1s novel in the task.
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When I say that common sense & nelther defines nor
appeels to unlversal principles nor syllogizes, I in no way
suggest that 1t 1s unintelllgent or unreasonable or lrresponsible.
It 1s highly intelllgent, reasonable, responsible. But 1t is
one thing to live in a world mediated by meaning; it is quite
another to mediate the medliator, to operate on the acta of
meaning by which one means one's world. An explicit logiec
conslsts in acts of meaning that refer to acts of meanlng.

It 1s an enterprise that becomes possible only at the summit
of a long cultural development.

The pertinent 1liustration 1a Soecrates. Fartlicularly
in the earlier dislogues Plato has Socrates explaln just what

he means by a definitlon omnl et so0ll, seek the deflnitlon

¢f courage, sobriety, Justice, or the llke, show the inadeauacy
of any proposed definition, admlt that he himself is unable to
give the answers to his questiona. Bat a generatlon or so later

ln Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics we find not only general

definitions of virtue and vice but also definitions of a whole
array of specific virtues sach flanked by a palr of vlces that
8inned respectlvely by excees and by defect. However, the

Nicomachean Ethics hardly was the product of dlscussions with

&ll-comers 1n the market place. It rests on a sustained scrutiny
of lingulstic usags, on selecting the precise meaning foctid
agsigned to the terms to be employed, bgmm on constructing

sets of lnterrelated terms, and on employing such sets to
systematlze whole regions of inquiry. Once terms are deflned,
relations acknowledged,

and rules of procedure agreed on, thought becomes systematic

and logle is in control.
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contingent decisions. Today, howevsr, mathematliclens admit an
axiom of cholce, and all human knowledme of reallty includes some
empirical element. In no fileld 1s there met Lessing's demand
for necessary and eternal truths.

Not only has Thomism ceased ts provide a relevant

philosophy and theology and soc has becone slimply an obJect
of hlstorical study
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cont ingent decislona. Today, however, nelther mathematlcal

nor sclsntific nor phllosophic theory reaches necessary truths.

lessing contended agalnet revealed rellglon that contlngent

events cannot yield necessary and eternal truths, but thls
contention has lost all point.

There was a time when most Catholle theologlans were
Thomis ts and, 1n terms of Thomism, Catholle doctrines could be
gshown to be lntelligilble and meanlngful, It was an important
stage in Catholic th;gght, for the new cen be constructed only
by those that understand the old they would replace, But the

advent of hermeneutlcs and hlstory has transformed Thomism
from a philosophy and theology, which 120¥ecogn1zed to be out §
of dete, into an object of endlems hlatorical investigation and D
interpretatlon, Nor has there as yet emerged a generally {_;'
accepted phlilosophy and theclogy to show that Catholle i;;;

doctrives are intelllgible and meaningful. This ie the root

of the crisis. ¥i37
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