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Converslions and Breskdowns

Conversion may be religious, moral, or intellsctual,
Relliglous cooverslon is belng grasped by ultinate concern.
It Ls other-worldly belng-in-love, a giving oneself back to the
Giver 1n total and permanent self-surrender wlthout conditioss,
rese rves, qualifications., 4t has two stages. The firat 1s
Y onel, ( /&Qdﬂdﬁﬁfﬁkd%
pemenis o 0 etalone 1t

affective and vollitional., Its strength and weakness ¥PL

oA

g i llustrated by Peter's proteststion at the Last Supper
that he would sooner dle than deny hls Lord. The second
stage 1g effective: total dedication 1s revealed not only by
one' s basic orientation but also by the whole of one's living.
It 1s symbolized by Peter's death as & mer witness to Christ,
)udpmﬂ~eQnnexnoawe%aion»k%—aw%ranafurma%ionvfrum*a
se-if-vente
Moral con@version changes the criterion of one's declslons
and cholces f;am satl sfactlons to values. +*t is the recognitlon
that the pleasant, agreeable, satisfying may not be what
truly is good, and that the painful, disagreeable, self-
gacrlficing may be what traly 1s good. It 1a not only
recognition but also declsion to be gulded by vedeuw value,
by what 18 not apparently but truly good. As religlous
conversion, so also moral converslion has <m two stages,nf
W¥ o first affective stage and a later effectlive stags.
1lestual _gonversion—dl-ecovrerg thatthere are-distingh-
~tepia-of Tealify and\ 1t _sats sbout systematically\slimin
Atdnatignp ths-confusiong-sant—the oyt tha thanrise wren.
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Converslons and Breakdowns i

Converalon may be rellglous, moral, or intellectual,

Rellglous conversion 1s belng grasped by ultimate concern.
It is® other-worldly being-in-love. It 1s total and permanent
pelf-surrender wlthout conditlons, qualificatlions, reserves.
?nterpreted differently 1n different rellglons now is the time
It 18 1lnterpreted difierently In dlfferent religlous traditions
but , for the Chrlstlan, 1t 1s the love of God poured forth in
our heartas by the Holy Splrit who is given to us. Xk 1In

such converslon two stages are to be distingulshed. There 1s

the inltlal, affective, volltiona‘l stage. Its strength and
1is weakness are 1llustrated by Peter's protestation at the ;
Last Supper that, while others might deny Chriet, he at least
wonld not. The second stage 1s effective, Total dedlicatlon
i1s revealed not only by one's basle orientatlion, by what one
wants to be, but more and more by th:hgigric of one's 1living,. ;::t

Moral converslion changes the criterion of one's decisions
and cholices from satlsfactlons to values and, thereby, it

breaks one loose from indlvidual, group, and general blas

to Yiree direct one's energles away from the apprarent good and

to the truly good.

On the threefold bias, see Insight, pp, 218-242,
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Converaiona and Breakdowna

Converalon may be rellglous, moral, intellectual.
Rellgious converslon is belng grasped by ultimate concern.
It Ls other-worldly being-in-love., It 1s total and perzanent
ga@lf-aurrender without conditiona, oualifications, reserves.
It can be, as already remarked, Just the under-tow of one's
existentlal consciousness somewhat uncomsciously shaping one's
life, and 1t can develop and intensify tc the extent that it

of I
pulls one out the world medlated by meaning into & medlated &

lmnediacy reachling for the ultimate. Its interpretation
varles wilth rellgious knowledge. For Chrlstians it 1s the
love of God poured forth in our hearts by the Holy Spirit
who * i1s given to us. Commonly a distinction 1s drawn
between converslon ltself and ite fruite. Conversion 1s
an inner change of the subject, a change, so to speak, of
base and center manlfested for the most part in volitional
anid affectlve actlivity. It can be followed by lapses and
prompt repentance. Its full fruit is attained only when

total dedlcation takes over not only one's intentions tut

the whole fabric of one's living.

é Moral cod{praion chan.es the criterion of one's decisions
arid cholces from satlsfactions to values and, thereby, It
breaks one loose from 1ndividual, group, and general blas

o On this threefold blas, see Insight, pp. 218-242,

. to direct one's energles away from the appsrent good and
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L

Intellectual conversion is a radical clarification and,
consequently, a thorough-golng eliminatlion of the confusiona 1

that arise when the clarification 1is lacking. The
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tof the truly good. Whlle this change in orlentation 1s the
key feature of the converslon, stlll its signlf#icanca wlll

- depend on the guality and extent of one's hows moral knowele
knowledge. As has been seen, that presupposes an accurate
knowledge of nhuman reality, a fineness of perception of human
values, and the ever advancing thrust of cne's liberty
towards a fuller anthenticlity. Moral knowledge 1s the know-
ledge of morals had by the morally good man,

The moral and rellglous are distinct and, I bslieve,

solldary.

D
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will argue that gqaantum th=ory cannot be abont phycieal
reality; it deads not Ity with objects ae such but only with
relatlons betwsen phenomena. The ldeallst will say that
that 1s true of all theorles. The critical realist will
disagree with bot: any verifled hypotheesls 1s probably trus,
and what is orobably true probably states what is so.

Agaln, what are historical facts? TFor the empiricist they

must have been cut there and capable of having been looked at.
' A MWM\MWWA For the ldeallet they are
. ) _

huran constructions % based on data recorded in documents.

For the critical reallst they are gmmrxm@mwm&

true acte of meaning.

events 1n the vworld mediated by/\rtea-n-l—a-gﬁs-t-h&t:ﬁem&h

\ros} Agaln, what is a nyth? Over and above the psychologlcal
and anthropologlcal view of the matter, there 1s also the
reductlonlst: & myth 18 concerned with entitlies that lle

beyond an emplriel st horizon, an historlclst horizon, an

Slmilarly in other matters for phllosohphlc lssues
ldealiet or exismtentialist horizony&l‘%ﬁ&

are universal in scops and =0
can be transposed into any other field, forthey-are-awmiversal

in.pcopey They constantly are transposed into other flelds:
WB.B
Just ap the flatness of the earth/\md—.be—bd absolutely

evident to the lat-earthers, 80 a nalve realism appears bdon E
T+ Ku.,;.; c.r:.‘:;r'{'-'m'»:_fL o kAo 0n b - St

utterly uncuaestl onable to visual Westiern man.A To be \pRek
!

@ - llberated from that blunder in its roots and in its long
trall of implications is a converslon, the beglnning of

a qulte new manner of orientating 4med{ one's mental

operations in the universe.
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Intellectual, moral, and religious conversions are not
inseparable. But they are related as complementary modalitles
' of self-transcendence, 20 that any one 1s a dynamic disposition

to another, and to exclude any is to deprive the others of
a8 normal complement
5
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When Intellectual, moral, and religlous conversions
all occur 1n the same subjlect, then moral converslon sublates
Intellectual, and rellgious converslon sublates moral. Here,
by sublation I mean that the higher goes beyond the lower,
¥t Introduces something new and distinct, puts everything
on & new basis yet, s0 far from Interfering with the lower
or destroylng it, includes 1t, preserves all its proper
features and propertles, and carries them forward to a fuller

realizatlon. The posslbility of such happy relationships

For &k sublation (Aufhebung) 1n this sense, ses Karl

Rahner, Horer dea Wortes, Mﬁncben, KEsel, 1963, p. 40,

lies of course in the fact that the three converslons are
interconnected modallties of self-transcendenca. Intellectual #'”
converslon 18 to truth revealed to intentlonel self-transcendsnce.

Moral conversion is to value reviealed to real self-transcendence,

eurs - convers lalt/ toholinaag %/%M’bé\hz
gx/\t/\mefgﬂm

Rellgious conversion iaﬁthe efficactous ground of real

self-transcendence, to a total ®e esnd so other-worldly

belng-in-love.
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new
pertain to thls world. Hollness adds a dimension to the morally
good: 1t 1s other-worldly fulfilment, Joy, peace, & personal and
loving
surrender to a personal and lovliag, however mysterlous and

uncomprehended, God.
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pertaln to things of this world. It is an opening out of
frall
the finlte to absolute value, & res:onse of theroriginating
uncomprehended
value that is man to the mysterious, uhmewaaéoquriginating

value that is God. Moral good and moral evlil are transcended

by the religlous categories of hollness and sinfulness
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the orlginating value that 1s man to the origlnating value
that is God. In awe before that value, that holiness, all
human values both shrink and are lntensifisd; they shrink
because they now are compared with what transcends them;

they are intensiflied for they now become part of the glory
of God.
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aslide as Just talk, Just ideology, Just propaganda. The
really real ls what you feel. Not only are such challenges
possible. Not only can they take many forms. Not only
can they begin with minute doses of doubt and gradually
and lmperceptlibly keep lncreasing. But alaso there 1s a
crltlcal moment and, when 1t is reached, breakdown follows.

For clvllization reasts on an enormous structure of beliefs.




will tend to perpaetuate itself., Moreover, its courcse

need not be single and uniform. Different claesses of soclety
or different age-groups can select different parts to be
ellminated, dlfferent mutllatlons to be effected, different
distortions to be provoked. Increasing dissolutlon 1s mar
matched by lncreasing divisions, incomprenension, susplcion,
distrust, hor hostillty, violence, riotting now is the time
distrust, hostllity. No longer ie there just osne form of

decline to be pralsed and defended as progress but many

opposed forms.
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