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fruit not only of the transcnendental notlon of value and
the achlevement of self-transcendence witnessed by a good
conecience but also of the cumulative criticism of soclal,
cultural, rellglous development in the race and in the

ind ividual
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know for, 1in all probabllity, his map was Just a compilation |
much smeller l
of the many maps of |y areas made by surveyors

A%
who had been over the terraln. 80 the map-maker bellieved

the surveyors and, while each surveyor could know his own

area to be represented correctly, he could no more than bslieve
that the rest of the country was reprsented correctly.

Finally, while &e® one may urge that planes fly, highways

tripa are taken,
are bullt, cltles are lald outv\prOperty 1s bought and so0ld

on the basls of maps, that all these transactisns seem o
proceed qulte smoothly, and that therefore maps must be quite
trustworthy, atilirzgly ahows that it 1s quite reasonable

to believe that maps are correct. One is just invoking an
unspeclified multitude of witnesses whose silence presumab%!y

sepeaks and, by that speech, causes ln one not immanently

generated knowledge but bellief.




another's work. On the contrary they make it thelr aim, not
v find out everythlng for themeelves individusally, but to
presuppose the concluslons reached by others that some have

reached and no one has disputed and, on that beasds, proceed
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sver been beglnning afresh, and the attalrments of primitives
would never have been surpassed.

The matter hes an lnverse application. If one makes it
one's alm to destroy a soclety, a culturs, a religion, one
has only to discredit belief. Pralise the sincerity of
universal doubt. Do not tell people anythlng they do not
understand. Let them find thinge ocut for themselves
has only to discredlt bellef




ever been beglinning afresh, and the attalnments of primitlves
elther would never be surpassed or, if they were, the benefits
wonld not be transmitted.

The matter has an loverse applicatisn., If one makes
it one's alm to destroy a religion, a culture, a soclety,
one has only to discredit bellef. Hoodwlink writers, Journallats,
politicians, educators into the bellef that Wet¥ef believing
1s a W@a bad thing and, in a few generatlons, clvllizatlon
w11l collapse. It 1s by believing true Judgements of value
that people gradually develop to the polnt whare they can
make true judgements of value of thelr own., It is by belleving
factual statenents t0 be true that peorle are willing to nake
the enormous effort of gradnally coming to understand thelr

preclae slgnificance and import
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a teacher,
the soundness of judgement of a counsellor, a leader, a

atatqﬁaman, an authorlity. The point at lssue 1n each case
is whether one's sonrce, expert, aunthority did achleve xam
intentional self-transcendence 1n hls judgementa of fact
and real self-transcendence in his judgements of value

and‘ whether, further he was accurate 1n his statements.

e e A A S
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The fourth step is the decision to bellieve. It is an
act of will, a cholce, that follows upon the general and the
particular judgements of value. One has judged 1n general
that man's division of labor in coming to know ls, on the whols,
8 good thing and so that belleving 1s, on the whole, a good
thing. It is open to the gravest abuse. ft lsa not wlthout
1ts risks. But decidsedly it is superlor to a reject of

rejection of all belief and a regressilon to primitivisa
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