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added such terms as liberty, orientation, converslion, virtue;

given
fnd thls view of the individual has to be ,pelwved 4% its social
boo Lo Lo 4

complement; and the reaultangdintegrated under a notion of the

good.
Operatlon, then, and cooperation aim at the good, but
that may mean quite different though related things. These

I have named elsewhere the partlcular good, ths good=of-

B. lonergan, Insight (Iondon & New York 1957) pp. 596 ff.

order, and the teraminal value. By a particular good 1s meant

& slngle entlty, whether object or action, that mests a need or
satisfles an appetite of a particular person at g specified
place and time. In contrast, the good-of-order extends over

space and time. It envlisages in a single net-work (1) a

types of
sustalned succeaslon of recurring lnstances of%the ¥ partlicular
good, (2) the ordering of Lﬁﬁ'Operationa into cooperations
ragularity of

to ensure{tthhuﬁMQéﬂéd*YE@wdnﬂ recurrence, and (3) the

motives leadling operators L} to contribute each in the
appropriate manner.
It 18 to be inslsted that the good~of -order is not some

deslgn for utopla, some theoretlic ldeal, some set of ethical

precepts, some code of laws. It is the concrete, actually
functioning or malfunctlonigé'set of relatlaonships that

coordinate operations andﬁ@ba%roa operators. It is the

@ ground whence recurs or falls to i}recur whatever In fact
.h_J. ie recurring or faillng to recur.

.' Agaln, the good-of-order 1s not to be confused with
institutions. Such are the fanlly, mores, soclety, education,

the state and the law, the economy and technology, the chhrch
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or sect. BSuch institutions are the commonly understood and
already accepted basls and mode of cooperatlon. They change
only slowly, for change Involves a new common understanding
and a new comaon consent. However, the same type of family
set-up is compatible with enormous variation in the consequent
good-of-order of family living, the same constitutional and
legal arrangements with wide differences in political life

and the administration of Justice, the same economic set-up
with prosperity and with recesaion.& Besides the lnastitutional
basls of cooperation, then, there 18 also the concrete m
manner in whilch cooperation 1s working out. Thls 1s the
good-of-order, adapting to each change >f clrcuastance,
meetling each new emergency, strursgling against tendencles

to disorder.

As Individual development, so too soclal development
may be concelived as an incrseasing differentiation of tasks,
axd a mounting speclallzation of performance, an ever more
fully articulated and more efficlent integratlion of partial

nowever schematically the vast

contriputions. Under such rubrics one may envisaggAﬁﬁb
process of ugspeclalized members of a

A transition from the relativel%kpndiﬁwereﬂbia%cd tribe or

clan to the wide varlety of tasks and roles in a modern soclety.

30 we come to the complementarity of horizona., For
the taskas an indivlidual performs and the roles he fulflls
mark off his fleld of speclal interest and knowledge.
Towards such performance and fulfilment his personal
development has taken place. $éWrdd Towards better performance

and a still richer fulfilment further development may be in process.
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Indlvl duals live in groups. To a notable extent their
operations are cooperations. They follow some settled patterm,
and this pat tern 1s fixed by a role to be fulfllled or a task
to be performed withln am lnstitutional frame-work. Institutions
are tne famlly and mannexs, soclety and education, the state
and the law, the economy and technology, the church or sect.
They constitute the comonly and already accepted basis and

tend to
mode of cooperation. Theyachange only slowly, for change
involves a new common understending and a new common consent.

Besldes the int institutlional basis of cooperatlion
there is a lso the concrete mamner in whilch cooperation is
working ount. This I would name the good of order
working ont. This in iteeldf 18 & good, qulte distinet from
the particular good, and to it I refer wit;:;ame, the good of
order.

Besldss the lnstitutional basis of cooperation there
also 1ls the concrete manner In which cooperation 1s working
out . This in itself 1s a good, quite dlstinct from instances
of the parilcular good, and to it I refer when I spsak of the

good of order. For humen needs are recurrent. People want

dinner not Just once but ¢veryk day, and economlic systems

@_'::: provide dinners along with many other things. They want each
: successlve generatlion educated, and educational systems
provide class-roome and teachers, books and librariles,

daboratories and eouipment.
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Individuals are born into soclal groups and live out
thelr lives within them. So to a notable extent thelr operations

are cooperations
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Jdo task and role may be regarded as baslc 1ndicatlons dlstin-
guishing the several worlds in which people are llving., But
such worlds, as long as some boeéuaa good-of-order is functionlng,
partly overlap and partly compl=ment one another. It follows
that the horlzons, in which the several worlds are apprehended,
partly will overlap and ﬂapi partly will complement one another.
Further, 1t follows that, since tasks and roles and the manner
of thelr integration are products of soclal development, 8o
too the complementarlty of horlzons as well as the horlzons
thenselves will be historicsl variables.

There remaln more ultimate quﬁt?tiona. Neither personal

nor soclal develo ment runs along some foreordalned single

track of deterainist imaginatlon. Posslbllitlies are always

8 manifold and, when
A ymmaﬂiéoldyigquwe prefer one possible 1llne of development
y, we do 8O
to otherﬁAbecause we attribute to it a greater value. Just
mythical,
what value is, of course, meets wlth many answere. There are
naturallst, ratlonallst,
utilitarian, hedonistlc, esthetlc,slntellectnalist,amoral, legal,
historicist, But, apart from the mythical, all seem to
A and religious accounts of the matter./\EnHL4ﬂEberbu¢auédﬂaeeﬁq
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av well ad)
have a common basisﬁbnthommon functlons. A first functlon is
to offer criterla gulding our declslons and cholces concerning
the malntenance, improvement, or L& transformatlon of exlsting
institutlons an{?&he current bunstlaniaeaoéuth4 good-of-order.
A second function ls to oblligate us to coherence: our choices
regardlag particular instances of the good have to accord with
our choices concerning lnstltutlons and the good-of-order.
Finally, whatever the basle ls on whlch the criterla are
founded, at least Eﬁalways clalmb to set forth the position
W
of an attentive, intellipgent, reascnable, and responsible peraon.
For instance, one 1ls not a utilitarian simply because one in fact
. happliness
purﬁhes the greatest, dlrpplwess of the greatest number; one
becomes a utilltarian only if one conslders that kund pursult
for a man to adopt.

the rilght one, Again, the pursult of pleasure dces not make

one a hedonist, but only the Judgement that the pursult of

pleasure is the proper occupation of man. In b brief, though

o

v riginated or teyuminal

. //{i/
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ansvers 1o questlons about value are many and disparate, the
guestion 1teelf has g baslc unity of weaning; for 1t is the
question for dellberatlon, the cueatlon that arises to cone
stltute the fourth level of intentional consclousness.

There are 1n human experlence three such typsa of question.
There 1s the ocuestlon for intellligence. It asks what? why? how?
It seeks 1lnslght, understanding, explanation. It pnonmie
arlses upon emplirical consclousness and promotes the subject
to intellsctual consclousness. Next, there is the & question
for reflectlon., It asks whether thle exlsts or that is so.
It seeks evidence, truth, a ratlonal apprenension of reslity.
It arlses upon empirical and intellectual consclousness and
promotes the subject to raticnal conscioJ;:AAThirdly, there
g the cuestion for deliberation. It asks what las to be done,
what am I to do, what ought I do. It is met by AdTtbémadiumey
taking counsel of oneself or others, by Jjudgenments of value,
by declslon- and cholces, and by courses of action. It arises
upon empirlcal, intellectual, and rational consclousness to
promote the subject to rational self-consciousness, to consclentious-
ness. Such 18 the subject to :2&2& there are ascribed freedonm
and responsiblllty, and the responsibility is twofold. There
is responsibllity for the effects of his actlons in the human
situation. There also is resconsibility for the effect of nis
actions upon himself, for human cholces affect not only the
chosen objects but also the chooslng subject; ﬁhed they make
hin the kind of man & he ls, bestow upon him not lmmutably

character or
but precarionsly hiﬁhpersonal egsences.
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actors, professional people, and so on.

Qur understanding of development has been greatly
increased by Jean Plaget's numercus and celebrated studles
in genetic psychology. While I cannot reproduce or even
indlcate the wa wealtho of detall set forth in Plaget's
reports of hls Iinvestigations, I feel constrained to present,
however summarlly, three basle notions Plaget has put together,
a blologlcal notlon of adaptation, s mathematical notion of
group, and a phllosophic notion of medlation.

An adaptation 1s concelved as a compound of assimllation
and adjustment. Assinilation 1s the use of operations

An adaptation is with respect to some new object or
situation. It 18 concelved as & compound of assimllation and
ad justment., Aseimllatlion is the use of operations that have
already been employed on eimilar objects or in similar situations.
Ad Justment, by something like a process of trial and error,
gradually modifles and supplements previously learned

operations
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actors, professional people, and so on.
To the obvious fact of development, however, ons must
add some understanding of 1te nature. To thils end I shall
very
offer a sumnary account of the concluslons reached by Jean
peychology.
Plaget in his celebrated studies of genetlc pscyhology.
For the wealth of detall set forth in Plaget's reports of
his investigatlons I must refer the reader to Plaget's own

writings
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 differ, and that the price of broadening one's horizon, of

MAT I:I

are-oriratizne-eachesn
& set of operations an frdbtéd-4 indlvidual con perform and a
further set he cannot. It further follows that each has a

80
bounded horizon, that as our developments,xm@ our horizons

A

eacaping from one's selective inattention, of coming to
apprehend what hacltnally one overlooks, is further training,
effort, study.

Seee dly, Rlaget't dwccesa with—the notlemef group-

o th r

Secondly, Plaget's success with the notion of combination,

group, and the grouping of groups into higher groups, points

to the aspect of horlzon as organlzatlon. It puts in dynamle

terme




reinforced or curtalled. Such relnforcement and curtallment
enrich and

can be employed topstrengthen Mhatewa our scale of preferences
and, thereby, bring about
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that both enable us and require ue to respond to values,

to judge truthfully, to advance in understanding. But there
aleo ls a resultant orlentation, the trend of one's llving.
One may be content with what one hse made of oneself, or
8tlll striving to develop, or suffering a psychologiecal,
intellectual, moral, or religlons bresk-down. One may be
content with things as they are and seek only to fit into
the nlche soclety offers one. One may be a progressive
engaged In lmproving what is good and remedylng evlls.

despalring of the current set-up,
One may be a revolutionary,hgeatroying wiatments te

exlsting structures and the people that want them, and proclalaing

mhhin the Intentlon of starting afresh.
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