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values may promote cognitional activity. Eagerness for satis-
factlons may lmpede it. Cognltional activity ltself, quite

its link with
apart fromAmotiﬂ!?tions, is relentlessly contextual. The process
of learning is not a mere additioun to what we already know but
rather an organlc growth out of previous knowing., So too gue
our intentlions, our statements, our deeds all occur within a
context and it 1s to that context we appeal when we outline the
reasons for our goals, clarlfy, ampllfy, quallfy our statements,
or explain our deeds.

Such very generally is the diverslty of horizons, and the
pur-pose of this chapter will be to pursue the matter further.
Just a8 physiclats relate varlables and constants in extremely
general ecquations and place these equatlione at the basls of
all investigations in whole areas, 80 t00 we wish to procead
from the basic notions of transcendental method and develop
the ovhvay¥d4 connected set of concepts that can be affirmed
in one measure or another or denled outright but, in each case,
will serve to characterize some posslble horizon of human
knowledge, human values, human action. Needless to say, thls
procedure goes no further than inserting other horizons within

gt1ll 1t
a gliven determinate horlzon. At -twid is a necessary first

step. later in a dlscusslion of dialecfic we ahall ralse the
question of the insertion of other horizons in a serles of
dif ferent dsterminate horizons. For the moment we beg the
reader to be content with & single approach that attempts
t0 clarify in its own way self-transcendence and t#& the
notion of value, varlous aspects of the human good, progreas
and decline, religious values and expression, Juigements of

value and beliefs, and the development, tranaformatlon, and

breakdown of horlzons.
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fa tions may .Ampedse it. 005n1t10nal wwe activity itself, quite

-‘vqn .

W thin context apd it 1s to tnat context We . appaal when we

e pla n our deed clarlfy,‘aaplify, auall y onr statements] or

cut/line ‘@& rsasons for q/r goals.

From the littl at has been 14, 1t 1s perhaps

é{ of

datlaonsf of

erent how relevan 13 the notlon of horlzon tonm

th taaks of theoYogy. We have/described the fo

/
thgoYogy as the/objectificatibn of the horlzop of the convert.

Byt obviously/the contextugl aspect of horlzon ls fundamental

tAa hermenéutics, the génetic to hhanmpf an account of higtory

pufpose to B& obtain ggxproieﬂ”“hﬁd’és ;éb&rétefgﬁhﬁ'ffah
oéﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬁmﬂg e

Self-transcendence

One can live 1ln a world, have a horizon, just ln the
measure that one 1s not locked up within oneself, A filrst
is the sensltivity we seem to
gtep 1ln this liberation Iﬁ/bshare with the higher animals.
But while they are coniilned to a haoltat, we llve within
8 universe becaunse, beyond sensitivity, we ouestlon and our
First there are
oueationing 1s unrestricted. OMa . flret«deved questions e
for Intelligence; we ask what and wny and how and how often;
and our answers unify and relate, c¢lassify and construct,

serlallize and generallze. From the narrow strip of space-time

uale
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of faet about particular individuals or groups. That is the
work of hlstorlans and fleld-workera. Ours 1ls the prior
methodologleal concern. It proceeda from the basis of our
tranecendental method, from man's intentionsl consciousness.
It alms at evolving a met of coherent and 1nterrelat§§ﬁed
notlons that will enable historians or field-workers to ask
well-defined and Interrelated questions now 1s the time
questions whose meaning will have at least the clarity here

attalned
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As adaptatlons to ever mors oblects occur, what 1s
golng forward la, at once, an lncreasing diffsrentation of
operatlons and an ever greater multipllecation of comblnations
of differantiat}oﬁed operations. Thls process, however, tends
10 a plateau n;E;a/tha group. It is characterized by the
fact that the opsrator can perform with ease and satlafaction
any combination of operatlions in the group. But 1t alao
lmplies that every comblnatlon is matched k by an opposite
comblnation so that the operator may alwaye, Lf he pleassas,
work hils way bigck to hisk starting-point. By the readlness
of performance one 1s raﬁ?ﬁded of Aristotle's hced acquired habit.
But 1t 1s the matehing of opposed combinations that enabled
ﬁ&& Plaget to defline stages of development and to devise
tests that would revesl lhed whether a glven subject had or

Such groups may be 1lllustrated first
had not yet reached that stage./\Riwst Aheherrre—ainor groups

by tge infant developing oral skills, visual skllls, manual gkllle.
A ral.gl

o - e

Llla,ﬂyiaual&akiila,/manu&&ﬂgk&@&aya_Then there ls
the groupling of groups when the foregahg are brought togethsr
by new combinatlons and dlfferentlationa, and the ba?ly reaches
for what he sees, and puts in hls houd mouth what he grabs.
Finally, there are the hlgher stages of develoﬁment, in whlch
Tirst medlating operatlons are introduced and later the medlating
operations themselves are medlated.

Operations are lmmedliate when thelr objJecte are present.
Jeelng 1s immedlate to what 18 belng seen, hearing to what 1s
belng heard, touch to what 1s being touched. But by lmaginatlion
and by language we come to operate with respect to what 1s
absent, past, future, merely possible or ideal or normative.

So as the child learms to speak, he moves out of the world of

nls immediate surroundings towards the far larger world
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As adaptations to ever more objects occur, what is goling
forward is, at once, an increasing differentiation of operations
and an ever greater multiplication of comblnatlions of dlfferentiated
operations. So the infant develops oral, visual, manual, bodlly
ekills, to combine operations of one type with those &§ of another;
@grthe baby reaches for what he sees, and puts 1n hla mouth what
he grasps. But where an Arlstotelian ias content to speak of
acqulred hablits, Plaget addse the notlion of group and, lndeed,

integration
of thqﬁ¢peap$angf groups into higher groups. The princlpal
characteristic of the group Vewthad of operations is that
svery operation in the group is matched by an oppoelte operatlion
and every combinatlon of operations is matched by an opposlte
combination. Hence 1t is always possible for the operator to

always
return to hls starting polnt and, whem in fact thFan do so
unhesltatingly, he has reached mastery at some level of

It was Lhus that enabled
development.fkazgzzﬁfnotlon of group and of he hlgher group A

Plaget Vas-tatld to define successive stages of development,
Bid to devlise tests that would reveal whether a glven boy
or girl had reached a given stage, and to have his results
with quite different backgrounds.

confirmed by independent 1nveat1gatorqhtnuaanicqucoun%r&eaq

Finally, there are the hlgher stages of development, In
which, first, medlating operations are ln*roduced and, later, the
mediating operations themselves are mediated. Operations
are sald to be lmmedlate when thelr objects are present. Seelng
1s immedlate to what 1s being seen, hearing to what ls being heard,
touch to what 1s being touched. But by imaginatlion and by
languatge we operate in a compound manner: immedlately wilth

-

respect 40 whak a reprssentatlion or sign; mediately with respect

to what is represented or signified. In this fashion we come
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to operate not only with respect t0 the present and actual
but also wlth respect to the absent, the past, the future,

the merely possible or ldeal or normatlve or fantastlcg.

As the chlild learns to speak, bhtnq he moves out of the world
of hls 1mmedlate surroundings towards the far larger world
revealed through the memories of other men, through the common
gense of cowe;unity, through the pages of literature, through
the labors of ;cholars, through the lnvestligations of sclentists,
through the experience of salnts, through the meditatlons of
phllosophers and theologlans.

Besldes a world of immediacy there 1s, then, a much
larger and richer world mediated by meaning. This world,
strangely, 1s what we mean by the real world and, once we
have been lntroduced to lt, there we 1live out our llves.
8t111 it 1s an insecure world, for it is mediated by meaning,
and meaning can go astray. Besldes truth there is error.
Besldes honesty there is decelt. Besldes phllosophy and
gclence there are myth and magle. 8o there have besen invented
and developed a whole series of reflexive techniques 1in which
we operate on medlating operations in an effort to safeguard
meaning. Alphabets replace vocal by vlisual signs, dictionaries
Tix the meanlngs of words, gramm;rs control thelr inflexlons
and comblnations, logics promote the b clarity, coherence,
and rigor of dlscourse, hermeneutlcs studles the varying
relationships hetween meaning and meant, and phllosophy explores
the more hasic differences between worlds of immedlacy and

worlds +e&'mediated by meaning.
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Though lncomplete and quite schematle, the foregolng
outline helps to clarify certain baslc features of horlzons.
Firast of all, there 1ls the very fact of horizon. 4We have

the dlfferences and
no difricutlty in acknowledgingA}ha llmitations of individual

development. It follows that each of us has a bounded horizon,

that as our developments 80 our horizons differ, and that the

of escaplng from one's selective inattention,
price of broadening one's horizon,»of coming to apprehend what

nov one habitually overlooks, is further tralning, effort, study.
Secondly, Piaget's success with the notion of group

polnts to the aspect of horlzon as organlzation, and thls

links up with the way in whilch Edﬁ?nd Hugsserl employed the

term, Horizont. At firat he usedﬁin the sense of Willlam James'

"fringes," f 1. e., the marginal acte and contents #f surrounding

the thematle core of the fleld of intentional consciousness.

But gra}dually "he came to see that even these horizons wers

not me;;ly open areas of decreaslng clarity, but parts of the

comprehensive horlzon of a world as thelr encompassing frame

of reference, without which any account of even a single

perception would be incomplete.” There 18 reason, then,

Herbert Spiegelberg, The Phednomenclogical Movement,
-

2 vole., The Hague, Martinus N1 jhoff, 1960, pp. 161, Ti8.

belleve
tobauapeevhthat any given interest or apprehension 1s a

function not only of 1ts object but also of the horizon within

which it emergeal and functlions.
s’ detalled
Thirdly, while Plaget's ,stages of development are of
ar more general interest attaches to
interest malnly to pedagogueav¢ﬁ£ dlstinction of immediate

operations, medlating operations, and the more remote operations

C
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To accept rethod in theology, then, is to drop the
deductivist ldeal with its presupposltion of necessary first
princlples. It 1s to concelve theology as an on-golng process
in two phases each subdivided into four functlonal apecialtles.
nor need thls conception of theology 1nvolve one 1s in some
radical skeptlcism or relatlvism., As already explained,

brought to light
there 1s the rockﬁpmatided}by transcendental method and, 1ln
ite systematic fumctlon, 1t provides continuity without imposing

rigldity. When religion, dogma, theology all devedlop, what

Jee above, pp.
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counts ig found to lle, not in necessary and lmmutable proposlitions,
but 1n the invarlant structure of operations that has to be
presupposed for any revision to occur.
THirdIy  2-107 s contains—-two dlstinct—eTemonte.— e
,gh chlevement ofi clarity, voherence,, and rigor. Is
. 7 <
eans aﬁé the e?/pdiment of these idq/}a’ln,general descriptYons,

-~
ﬁixgations/’and ruO)pules. Nq//éuch.aﬁ egbOdi nt adds to

e 1deals and;/&g/fhe addit;dﬁ/eg 299/fr0 I///p;/ﬁou
/
here ariaea L os;;/}lfjé of d;ﬁfiﬁgng/}ormg;_ oglcé

rist eltﬁg 1ogig/t ed its peculaiar ahape andfdirac

mﬁwg,logmmsﬁa\fm ehatinayical
1{dgdlstic ord

Thirdly, wlthin the frame-work of method the function

of logic 1s limited. It consolldates all that has been achleved.
It reveals the defects and deficlencies that have yet to be
overcoms. But 1t does not exerclse any abaolute rule. On

the contrary, its ldeals of clarlty, coherence, and rigor are

st1ll

in a htﬂhealthy tension with the exigences of ahyeveloping science.,
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To accept method In theology, then, is to drop the
deductivlist 1deal with 1ts presupposltlion of necessary flrst
principles. +t L& to concelve theology as an on-going process
in two phases each subdivided lnto four functlional speclalties.
Nor need this conception of theology involve one In some radlecal
skeptleism or relativism. As has already been explalned,
transcendental method brings to light a secure base aund, 1n
ite systematlc function, ensurea continuity without lmposlng
rigidity. Such security and continulty are preclsely what is
wanted when not only theology but also dogma and even rellglon

are capable of development.

See above pp.

Thirdly, truth is contextual. But 1t makes a vast difference
whether that context ls envisaged from a deductlvi‘st viewpoint
or from the viewpolnt of ¥bfi#& method. g The deductlvist
concelves the context in the excluesive light of the Jaiwm
loglcal ideals of clarity, coherence, and rigor. Clarlty means
that for each aspect of each thlng there ls one right concept.
Coherence means that of two contradictory statements one and
only one 1s false, Rlgor means that true statements resolve
into premisses and conclusions and so, 1f you think your
statement is true, elther you consider it self-evident or else
you can demonstrate 1t by deducing it from self-evident statements.
eduetiwist-dealsthentruth is-gf _envissged—soner
3 _a_yagst interlocked—set of-fixed cordepts; propositt

nd~\lnferences;.and conlng to -krdw-thrEtruiris-ew
.nivtng,ﬂtﬂbhigﬁﬂntﬁﬁa“moﬁﬁfﬁﬂ3r~eterﬁﬁi"%pathsw’// ’

i B
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The 1deals, then, of clarity, ccherence, and rigor imply
that this there exlsts and at present is available a context
definltive, loglcally perfect context within whlch atatements

are t0 be lnterpreted and evaluated
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From the vlewpolint of method
In contrast method has lts own dlstincet idesls. It
uses logle to consollidate achlevement amd to reveal defects

and deficlencles atlll to be overcome. It reapects
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Method wants clarlty, but it refuses to purchase it by eacrificing
concepts still in procese of development. Method wants coherence,
but 1t has no intention &p of surrendering elther of opposed
statements that may turn out to be complemsntary aspects of
a truth stlll to be discovered. Method wants rigor but it alsc
wants flexibllity and adaptablility and openness.

But the Arlstotelian ideal of sclence as necessary conclusions

from neceasary principles glves to loglc an absolute sway
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