MAT 3 1

Horlzons

It 1s a common enough observatlon that each of us lives
in a world of his own, and the word, howrlzon, hae come to be

1
employed to denote such diffrerences. Il terally the horizon

1) The usage stema from Edmund Husserl, At first, however,

he used the word, Horlzont, in the sense of William James'
"fringes," 1, e., the marginal acts and contents surrounding
the tgmatic core of the fleld of Lintentlonal consciousness.

But gradually "he came to mee that even these horizons were

not merely open areas of decreaslng clarlty, but parts of the co
comprehensive horlzon of a world as thelr encompassing frame

of reference, without which any account of even a single
perception would be incomplete." See Herbert Spiegelberg,

The Phenomenologlcal Movement, 2 vols., The Hague, Martinus

Nijhoff, 1960, pp. 161, 718. From Husserl and Heldegger

horiz#on in this comperehensive, encompassing sense, has
W\

come to Scholastic clrcles through Xarl Rahner and Emerich

Coreth.

is the boundary of the field of f vislon, the line drawn

by the meeting of earth and sky. But even in this literal

sense for different standpoints there are dlfferent horizons,

and for different horizons there are different totalitles of
vislble

oblects. S50 1f one proceeds by amlogy from different standpoints

t0 different subjects and from totalitlies of &% visible objects

to totallties of objects of any form of apprehenslon or

appretition
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Horizons

Horlzon, llterally, 18 the boundary of the fleld of
vision at the line where sarth and sky apparently meet. This
boundary, it happens, divides the totality of visible objects
into two groups. Beyond the horlizon are the visible objlects
that cannot now be seen. Within the horlzon are the vislble
obJects that could posslbly now be seén. 39till, horizon 1s
not unique. There are as many different horizons as there are
different standpointe from which one might look, and so there
are as meny different diviaslons of visible oblects as there
are different standpolnts and different horizons.

Now this notlion of horlzon may be generallzed. Restrlctlion
to the simbhm fleld of vision 1s dropped, and in 1ts place
there cones the field of Interests. As the fleld of vislon
varies with atandpoint, so the fleld of interests tends to
vary from one subject to another. As varlations in standpoint
yleld different dilvislons of the fleld of vislble objects,

80 varlations izﬁzubject reveal different flelds of interests
and 80 different dlvlisions of the totallty of Pseétb&e ob jecta
of possible Intereat. About objects that lle beyond one's
horizon in its generalized sense one could not care less.

But objects that 1lie within one's horlzon are objects of
interest. In one way or another they concern ua. O0f them

we have some knowledge and, perhaps, we have an effective
deslre to know them more accurately and more fully.

One's horizon, then, determines one's world. It 1s.

the part of the world with which one ie familiar, the part

*ﬂt 8 t ne d




MAT & 2

in which one 1s able to cope with most situatlions that arise.
But subject dlffers from subject, and 80 each tends to live
in a world of hils own, within a totallity of objects selected
by hle interests, which, since they are limited, constitute
his horizon.

Differences of horlzon may be absolute or relative.

What L& beyond one's absolute horizon, Just doee not
exist, or it cannot b possibly be known, or 1t is slmply
worthless. Others may and do draw the line of absolute
horizon differently. But for me thelir doing so only ke#ﬁghi
reveals thelr wishful thinklng, thelr indulgence in myth,
their subjection to fallacy, thelr ignorance, their 11lusions,
thelr backwardnesa, thelr lack of maturlty, thelr blindness to

Absolute horizon,
truth, or thelr refusal of God's grace. A hesdnstethet®

then, means absolute closure. |

ifenycone.detJuetodosd®} The closurs may be passionate
and the suggestlon that openness 1s desirable may maks one
furious. But the closure mey also have the flrmness of 1ice
without any trace of passlon or even any show of feeling
except perhaps & mayg wan smile. Genoclde and palmistry may
both be beyond the pale, but the former will be execrated, the
latter ignored. Pdwtsen~s) Betveen such extremes any later-
mnedlate position is poesible, and in all it 1s true that man

is mutable.

What 1s beyond one's relative horlzon 1s quite a different

matter. DAifferent ranges of knowledge, dlfferent skllls, different

fieldgg of competence glve rise to different horizons. But
the existence of such differences can be acknowledged. The
valldity and value of the other fellow's can be recognized.
Workers and lndustrlaliste, sclentists and techniclans, doctors

and lawyers, educators and writers live in different worlds.
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But each can recognize the beeu{ need for the others and thelr
value and, at least grudglngly, concede that 1t takes all sorts
to make a world,

Both relative and absolute horizons are subject to change.

Change of relative horizon ls development or regression.
Development 1s a matter of differentiating tasks and operations,
of speclallzing in the differentlated areas, and of 1ntegrating
the speclalizatlions. Regresslon is reversal #g—from nore
$0. less dlfferentiated procedures.

Such development or regression occurs @gﬁ in the way
Wwe operate with others within a tradition. <ts dimenslons,
then, are psychological, soclal, and historlicals psychological,
because the way we operate depends on the seducation and tralning
we have had and the manner in which we have profited from them;
soclal, for we operate with others within the potentiallitles
and limitations of a soclal set-up; historical, for the soclal
‘ﬁ get-up itself 18 the depoeit of a historlcal traditliom.

So(Z;#;;I;;I;I;\EE_EEEEElrelat1ve horlzons may be
specified, compared, classified in terms of psychological,
soclial, and historical development or regresslon.

Change of absolute horizon ls a conversion or a collapse.
Comprehenslve terms such asﬁw%égiggéo experience, understandlog,
knowledge, truth, reality, valus, freedom, hilstory, universe,
take on new and enrlched meanings to effect a radical shift

baslic 8o of
of one's orlentation and one's field of interests. One finde

onegelf transported intc a world quite different from the one

1n which hitherto one had lived.
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in the group ls matched by an opposlte operatlon, and every
combinatlon of operations Lis matched by an oppoaite_ﬁ operation.
Hence, lnasmuch as operationa form a group, the operator or
the cooperators can alweys return to thelr starting-polnt and,
theyfgg 80 unheslitatlngly, mastery at some lavel of development
haaxbeen reached. Moreover, l# lowser groups can be meshed
together to form a single higher group, and simlilarly higher
groups can be grouped.

The aignificance of thlaL eoncept of group for Plaget
was that it enabled him to mari off successive stages 1ln child
development and to predlict what operatlions children of various

ages would be able or unable to perform. But even whare the

group of o:erations can hardly be speclfied with-uny-detedied

in any exact and detailed manner, the analysis of performance
1n terms of a group of combinatlons of dlfferentlated Operationaf
may provide an illumlrating account of what 1s going forward.
For lnstance, 1f one reads a sequence of chapters in the

Contra Gentliles of 3t. Thomas Aquinas, one willl find, say,

twenty~-slx arguments or con%giderationa in cone, thirty in

the next, twenty-four in ;h;‘a third. Morsover, while the
successive chapters deal with dilstinct toplcs, while awe all
the arguments or conslderatlons are relevant to thelr dlstinet
toples, stlll there also 1 a great simllarity between them.
In fact, they are adaptations, conjunctlons of assimilation
and ad justment. They proceed from a group of comblnations of
dilfferentlated operatlcns, and that group is at the service

of the master=-plan of the Contra Gentlles.
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Horlzons

Horlzon «- the line where apprarently earth and sky meet =-

bounds one's field of vision. As one moves about, .the boundary
ey

im0

_&Migecedea In front and closes in behind, 80 that for diff

ﬁéggpdpoints there are different horizons. Moregver, fofﬁéadh:

W . . "‘.:* .
ﬁ’-;@pifferent standpoint and horlzon, there are different divislions
. . ,( !':;j“}i'- . . ‘
s éﬁéyfwthe-totality of visi?Lle objscts. Beyond the horizon 1lle
iGN

‘Objects that, for the moment, cannot be seen. Within the

horizon lle the objects that can now be ssen.

-

As our field of vision, 80 too the range of our interests
and our knowledge 1ls bounded. As flelds of vision vary with
one's standpoint, so too thqt’range of interests and of knowledge

varies There 18, then,
A¥BXY from one subject to another, «?zn¢hhasﬂ#%han ana logous
meaning of the word, horlzon. BK In thls analogous sense
. what lles beyond one's horlizon is simply Qur cutslde the

\Ff‘g range of one's interests and knowledge; and what lles wlthin
|

*H\ﬁi oene's horizon is in some measure, great or small, an object

of interest and of knowledge.

Differences 1ln horizon may be complementary, genetle,
or dialectical. ﬁrﬂwerkerw1hﬁuparv&i Workers, foremen,
gupervisorse, engineers, techniclans, managers, lawyers,
doctors, teachers, clergymen have different luterests.

They llve, in a sense, in different worlds. XYet each knowe

about the others; each recognlzes some need for the others;
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none 1s resdy to take over the other's tzsk. 50 their many

horizona in some measure include one another and, for the rest,
complement one another. <Logether they may make up a single,
communal world.

Next, horisod horizons nay diffeﬁtfgenetically. They
are related as different stages ln some process of development.
The later presupposes the earller gp;partly {0 include 1t and
partly to transform 1it. 3But preclsely because hneme one is
earlier and the other later, the two cannot be simultaneous.

*Hevi They are parts, not of a single, cOmmunfal world, but

[P

of & Bingle history.

Finelly, horlzons may be opposed dialectlcally. Each
he.s some avareness of the other, and so each 1ln a manner
Includes the other. But the inclu@sion is alse rejectlon
and negation, For the other's hoézéon, in some measure,
1g attributed to wishful thinking, to an acceptance of myth,

Llgnorance,

'Eyunﬂmyyyabeﬁ to fallacy, toﬁimgamﬁangsﬁ to 1llusion, to
imme turlty, to infldellty,
backwardness, to a-lack of-maturitd, to blindness,ﬂfo bad
or :

will,Ato g refusal of God'as grace. Such rejection of the other
mey be passionate, and the sugrestlon that openness is deslrable
may make one furious., But, agaln, relection may ba have the
firmness of ice wlthout any trace of passion or even any show
of feeling except perhaps a wan smlle. Both genoclde and

palmistry can be beyond the pale but, while the former is
execrated, the latter 1s 15nor{ed.
e
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30 much for the distinction of complementary, genetlc,
and dialectical 4ifferences of horlzon. Let us now attempt
a slightly fuller characterization. Some account of soclal
struqiture will be relevant to a grasp of complzmentary
dlfferences. Some account of psychologlcal dsvelopment has
a bearing on genetlc differences. Some accou?@, finally, of
e philosophic, religlous, and historlcal ®¥# oppositions
willl 1lluminate dialectical bw# d1fferences.

Psychological Development

In his celebrated studles of genetlc psychology Jean
Plaget has given us a theory of development that, desplte
1ts great generality, is highly 1lluminating and, in 1its
concluslona;,ﬁ;;;irmed by pedagogical observation. It wlll

A or even to lndicate
not be posslible in the present context to convex\tha wealth
of detall sst forth in Plagei's reports of his lnvestigations
and so, for that, I must refer the reader to Plaget's own
writings., My effor&}s willi/centre on presenting bad three
basle notions Plaget has put together, a blological notion
of adaptation, a mathematical notion of group, and a phllosophic
notion of medlatlon,

An adaptatlon conslsts in two parts: assimllatlon and
adJustment. Assimllation relates the objlect, to which adaptation
1s occurring, to other more or less similar obJects, and thence

. similar
brings into play the opsrations employed 1n deal%l?g with Bu°EA\
objects., AdJjustment, by something like a process of trlal and
error, gradually modifles and supplements previously learned

operatlions and thereby comes to deal more and more efflciently

with the the new object.
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