or absence of another pnredicates in the third figure, the middle term

2

Enough has bhesn said to nave the vay for a &lscussion of sylleplsm,

The difficulty here 1s t. e multinliclity of interpretatinns:nﬁqsgllcq¢am+_mg:’

tn refute all of them would be madienlng. The Leat nlan seems to be to

outline the correct interpretation, show how this necessitates hypothet-

{cal expression, and then glve a genersl refutation of ofther interpretations,
3yllogliam is reasoning and a correct interpretation of syllopiem 15 one
which makes it elear that the premlises are the reasons; Lnteroretatlions

that labrur under some netashyslcal prepossession are all hiassed ang
usually end up with sylioglss workine on seme slot-machind prineinle.
Aristotle congidered the middle term aa glving the rea=zon of the conclua-
inn, and sccerdingly wished to reduce second and third figure sylloglisms

to the first fieure becsuse the mlddle term was more apparently the reason
in the first figure than in the onthers. Aristotelians of the spirit will

be villing to reduce the whole three fizures to hyiothetical formviﬁ that

makes the reasons st11)l mnre apnarent. It does. im;zéggf~e——~—-1("'
Aecording to Lr Joseoh's fine analysis of sylloelsm . in the

first two fleures the middle term denntes a predicate of the subject

which by 1te presence or absence in the subject establisphes the presence

denotes an instance or & c¢las:z of inetances which go to show that some
predicate may belong or need not belong to the subject. Examples are,
Darii: 411 pedants are mentally unbalenced

3ome few professnrs are pelants;

Eherefnre, some few profeasors are mentslly unbalanced.
Camesires: All victims nf tuberculnsis are lanzuld

Rone nf these bove are langald;y

Therefrre, none of these boys are tubercular.
Disamls: Some “tea ought not hHe orohibitedy

| A11 tea is imported;

Therefore, sone imorts oughit not be prohidited.
As shown by the answer to 2ill¥s cbjectlon apainst syllegism, the first
e:eam;le,\&g;; Ne deduce%:\frnm whet is true of all pedsnts but from vhat
15 true of nedantry o3 suchj; we nust proceed from the predicate "pedant”
te the imrliention of that predicate "mental trouble"; in other words the
arsument is,

unbalanced.
Because some drofessors are nedsnts, they -re mentall,\;,\

34milarly in the second case, the natural interpretation ls that

The boys are not tubercular, because they are not languld. '-
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