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hims elf seelng. Moreover, this awareness or presence is qulte 1
different from the awarenees or presence of obj)ects; for the §:
oblect 18 always what 1s gazed upon, attended to, intended; §
but consclousness is at the opposlte pole, 1n the gazlng, ;
attending, intending. To be consclous the spectator does not i
enter the spectacle; on the contrary, the spectator is conscious _E
even when he 1a devoting all his attention to the spectacle, 3
and thls can be s¢ because consclousness resldes in the attending, é
wha while wa what 1s attended to elther 1s or 1s becomging an %
object. %'

Thivdly, there las the misleading word, lntrospectlon. i
1

It Aenotes ithe process of objectifiylng the contents of conaclousness.

But 1t speaks of this process mythically, as though 1t conslated

]

in aome inward lookling. Moreover, consclousness can be
conceived mythically as some inward looking, and then intro-

spection 1s confused with consclousnees
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But the intended results need not be confined categorlally.
Instead of envisaglng and adapting to the exigences and opportunitles

proper to thisr or that particuliar subject, one 1s concerned

with the exigences and opportunities proper to the human mlnd
itself. Inasmuch as this concern brings to llght a normatlve
pattern of recurrent and related operations ylelding px=
cumulative and progresslve results, there emerges a method

relevant to any use of the human mind. Inasmuch as thla

method 1s not restricted categorlally, it 1s a transcultural
method, capable of providing a base from which the categorlal

differences in cultures can be lnvestigated. Inasmuch as

thls method
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METHOD

l. A Preliminary Notion

A" method 18 & normative pattern of recurrent ani releted
operatiﬁons. There ls a method, then, where there are diastinct
operatiggs, where each 1s related to the others, where the set of
relations form a pattern, where the pattern 1s described as the
right way of doing the job, and where operations in accord with
the pattern may be ﬁE,repeated indefinitely.

So in the natural aclences method Inculcates a apirit of
inguiry, and inquirlies recur. 1In insists on sccurate observation
and descriptlion: both observationa and descriptions recur. Above
all, it pralses dlscovery, and dilscoveries recur. It demands the
formulation of discoveries In hypotheses, and hypotheses recur.

It requieres the &west deduction of the implications of hypotheses,
and deductlions recur. It keeps urglng that exper{&menta be devised
and performed to check the implications of hypotheses agalnst
obeervable fact, and such processes of experimentation recur.

These distinct and recurrent operatlons are related.

Inquiry transforms mere experlencing 1lnto the i_scrutiny of
observation. What 1s observed ls pinned down by description.
Contrasting descriptions glve rise to problems, and problems

are solved by discoveries., What is 84 dlscovered 1s expressed

in a hypothesis. From the hypothesls are deduced its implications,
and these sugrest experf%?ﬁqa to be performed. 5o the many
operatliong are related; ;he relations form a pattern; and the

pa.ttern defines the right way of go*ing about & Yo sctentific
[

investigation,
v
There 1s a futher festure to sclentific method, and 1t
A
definition
vae not included in our 1nitial definition. Tbatpgould be applled

to the procedures of the assembly line but, where the assembly
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line keeps turning out the same product over and} over, sclentific
method 1s cumulatlve and progressive. The experiments devised

to test a hypothesigbead to new observatlone that may or may

not confirm the hypoﬁhesla. In s0o far as they do, they reveal
that the lnvestigatlon 1s not entirely on the wrong track. In

B0 far as they 4o not, they lead to a modiflicatlion of the hypothesls
and, in the limit, to new dlacovery, new hypothesls, new deductlon,

and new experl*menta. The vwheel of method not only turns but

farr

@ aleo rolls along. The fleld of observed data keeps broadening.

New dlescoverliee are added to old. New &/hypotheeea and theorles
exprese not only the new insights but also all that remains valid
in the old, to glve method its cumulatlve charascter and to
engender the convictlion that, however remote may still be the
goal of the complete explanation of all phenomena, at least we
now are nearer to it than we vere.

Such, very summarlily, 1ls method ln the natural sclences.
The account, no doubt, is not detalled enough to guide the natural
sclentist 1n hls work. It 18 perhaps too specific to be transposed
to other dlsclplines. But at i% least it provicdes a prellmlinary

notion of method as a normative pattern of recurrent and related

operations ylelding cumulative and progressive results,

Two observations are in order. The first is that method
is often concelved as a set of ®f rules that will produce satls-
factory results when followed blin*dly by anyone. Now this
view is true enough for the assemﬁiy-line type of method
that keeps turning out the same product, but it will not do
if cumulative and progressive results are expected. ZProgressive
results rest upon a sustalned succession of discoveries.

Cumulative results rest upon a sustained successlion of syntheaes
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