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9. Ideal Stagee of Meaning

As the four realms of meaning arlse throigh successlve
developments of human consclousness, they serve to define stages
of meaning. There is a first a stage, then, in which only
common sense 18 operatlve. Thers 1ls a second when there occur
both commonsense and theoretlcal operations. There 1s a third
in whilch interiority is added to common sense and to theory,
There is a fourth in which interiority, transfored by religlous
converalon, supplles theology with 1ts foundations.

Just 1deal constructs.
These stages, as deflned, are 1ldeal. They serve to illustrate

some of the lmplicatlions of our analysis of meaning, From that

viewpolnt they may select slgnifi They may also select

historical fligures and movements that, from the viewpolnt of ;'F
our analyslis, are found signiflcant. On the other hand, our

analyels 1s far too general to provlide a basls
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9. Jdeal Stages of Meaning

As the fowr realms of meanlng arise through successlve
developments of our conscious and intentional operations, they
serve to define stages of meaning. These stages, as deflned,
are Just ideal constructs. They serve to 1llustrate a 1little
more concretely the imrlicatlons of our analysls of meanlng.

In the measure that that anslysis 1s accurate, they willl also

or remote
serve as first approxlmations to actual hlstorical stages.
But our present pf purpose is not to sketeh cultural history but
to draw theoretlcal contrasts. In particular, there 18 nothlng
1n our analysls to preclude endless anticipations or reversals,
alow processes of change wlth advance on one point matched by

relapse on another
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