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Gratla operans,

Perhiaps the best way to present the position of the S8entences

on gratias operans will bs to glve a srude outline and then Indlcate

the forces st work towerds g transposition of the whole problem.
Baslieally and essentially, thoursht 4ia still in the Anselmlan phass;
grace and liberty are corralatlves, with [raedom an sffect of pgrace
antd pgrace what makes freedom free. But while 5t. Anseim triled teo
make thls colierent by force of awbtleby, the Lombard Innccently lays
bare the lncoherence and unconseinusly indicates the llnes along
which dellVGrance was to be found.
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Th&_ﬂullin&—i&w&&—ﬁeiibWﬁw—QQETe are four states of human

liberty: the earithly raradise, fallen man, man redeemed, and neaven.
In the first there was no difficulty In dolnpg good, no impulsion to

evil., In the second wo find the startling alternatlive of posse peccare

et non :;osss non peccars ebiam damnabiliter. In the third man can

avoid xX mortal sin, but he also can ecommlt it. In the fourth confir-
matlon in grace gives Impeccabiliby.(39)
Operative prace 1s what mekes the dlfference between the

second state and the third, betwsen the liberty of nature which St.

Paul describas wlth velle adiscet mihl, purficers autem non Jnvenio, yngﬁ
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and bqe liverty of pgrace which 1s efficaciocus and brinma forth fruit
in pood deeda (40). Grace is oporative inasmuch as 1t causes this
efficacious good will, making what already was a will into a good and
right will {41)., It ls codperative innsmuch as it aids zood will to
execute ood intentions (42), Probably operative grace and copperatlve
grace are not two things bub one mnd the same; but If one and the same,
it is not te be thought of as unchanging but as growing and increasing
{4£3).

The prace that cures and liberatos man's free cholee would
seem to be a virtue, Bub whether a virtue is an internal act of the
soul, as opposed Lo extornal and corporeal acts, or some quality or
form that combines wlth the will the way the rain combines with earth
and seed, ls a disputed point; the t- sbtimonies of the salnts can
be cited In favour of both sides (44},

Operatlve grace, which prevents and preparss good will, 1s
faith with charity, justifying faith, faith in Christ (45). gg:ihiéj“-
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surprises any rcader, one may add that 1t waa the common opinion of
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the Lime (48). °L”‘1P et A RATCL peen =y JXAZEA_ .
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