Gratle Operans.

the habit. For the proesent 1t wlll suffice to polnt out that in the

work we are examining St. Aupustine does not pay the slirhtest attention
to this fubture development. (irace 18 any sratultous pift of God: 1t 3
is a vocatlion to the 1ite of the celibate (8) or the most efficacious g
vocation of 8t. Paul {7); it is forgiveness, justification, regeneration
(8) but it also la the power to avoid ain in the fubure (9); it is
being a ¢hlld of dod and, as well, 1t is boing moved by the Spirit of
god (10): it is crentlon In Christ Jesus In whom all things are made

new (11) and no less ls it his aid without which we can do nothing (12);
it is falth operating throush charity {13) bnt above all it 1s

charity 1tself (14).

Thus it is that the idea of libheration from sin and of
Justification haprens to be in the foreground when St. Aumuatine
attem;ta to reconcile divine operatlion with human liberty. For there
can be no doubt thmt the will is free, not only when CGod cooperates
wilth 1ts good desires, bubt ewsen when he operates pood will itself,
when he removes bhe lwart of stone and inserts a heart of flesh.

The prephet Ezechiel vecounts indeed Lhe dlvine promise to pluck

out lsrael's heart of stene, but no less does he deliver the divine

“-comnand that Lsrael harden not ita heart, How, Augustine asks, can

God say both dabo vobls and facite vobist Why does he pglve, if man

is to be the doer? Or why does he command, if he himself ls to be
the glver? It is becausoe Lhe will of man is always free but not always »
pood: elther it .8 free from justice, and then 1t is evil; or 1t ia

liberated from sin, and then it 1s ;ood (L5). o
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ﬁw was concerned not with Sreealatinon hilb witl depass LU was wrltten

becouse the prototypes of exar evnted Awnstinlanism, certaln monks

ot Hadrwietum, L

80 extolliég the pgrace

of @od as to deny human liberity {16)., The work wus addrsssed not

to thelr unders-anding bubt Lo their faithg and il they falled to ’! l o

understand what they were to belleve, they were net to dispute but

to pray for licht (17). The conc.pta employed were not the speclalized

products of abstract reflection but common notions to e found in
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