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Ratlonal self-congclousness i3 a peak above the
clouds, Intelli;ent and reasonable, respongible and free,

gelentiflc and uztaphysical, 1t stands above rowantle spontanelty
historicel
and the pezychologlcel depths, ewerbindd determninism and soclal

engineering, the dlzconcerted exictzntial s.bject and the

maslieni oA
undecipiered synbols of the artlst and $# the Necakeand

Yet 1if man can scale the swumlt of hlz imner
| belng, also he can fail to advert to the possinility of the
ascent or, again, ne cen berln the ¢limb only to lose his
way. If then he knows himself as in I'scel he ig, h1e can lnow

thet he haes been
o0 Aaore tnan ewa ¢ogt Lnto the world to be affllcted writh

“*ﬁa auzgtlons ua»cegﬁaa»anawer and with soplrations he gamess
Tulfil, For it 1s the parsdox of man taet what, is by nature

© ls so auch less then whot he cen become; and 1t is the tragedy
of man that the truth, which portraye him ag actuslly he ig,
can desgcend like an lron curvaln to frustrate whot he would

o and misht be.

Factg, it is s2id, 2re stubborn things. But

re 18 & seuse in wilch, I belleve, 1t 1s tiue tLo say that
thiz facts =zbout man can be oubt~flanked, TFor e change in man,

2. development of potentialities thel are no less real because,
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Waﬁtic sro? tdhelty dnd tue ésycholorj.cn deu{hs, econg%ic
eberminian wnd goclal en{ineering,lthn disconccrEEdMSAis =nﬁlﬂ1

Mosslnatian.

Raticnel self-conzclouvsness 1s a peak above the

clonds., Intelli;snt and reczonable, responsglble end free,
hl Lopicﬂl
and the psychologlenl depths, evevimdo deterninism and gsoclal
encineering, tihe dlzconcerted exlsteniinl sublect and tue
M

mdecipiersd symbols of the arilst rnd 88 ths Keodauticom

Yet 1f man cnn scale the swmalt of hls inner
b2ing, 2lso he cen 21l to advert to the possliility of the
agcent or, asain, e con besln the ¢limb oanly to loas hls
wvoy. IT *Hﬂn lie knows himself as in fact he 1s, 22 ¢an know

that e hes been
no move thon esa cost loto the world to be afflicted with
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myostlons ueﬁ@qnmaaﬁanswer and with roploatlons N2 _gAnsd .
Tulfil, For it 1s the paradox of man ihrt wiat 1z by noture
Js @0 iauch less thon wint e con become; and 1t 1s the troceldy
of men that the truth, wilcn portvays him as sctuolly he is,
cony descenud 1ike en iron curtaln to Trustiate whot Le woold
and. misht be.

Facts, it 1lg ©~id, o~1e stuoborn tulngs. Dut
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. o
1ike all pOuquiulities thﬂy are latent, not Oﬂ7j is atauv, fact
con be

but also o peorasnent source of naw facts that cwiwlexively alter
thie complexlon of ths old.

8o 1t 1s that the prosent work ls a progrenm

=

ratiner thon an arswient. It begins not by assumlng premiskes

-/
but by presuming readers. It advences not by deduclng coicluslons
Trom thiz Lratis of o relisious Ioi®th ¢ Zrem Lhe rrlocelrles
of 2 phillosoprhy bul by lssuing to yeaders an lovitntioen, ever
moze mMde recloe end nmore detolled, to aporshend, to aprropriste,
to envisage in all ite consenuences, the incer focus of thelr
ovn intnlll =nce and reagoneblioness, That focus, 1t will e
clainmed, le insight, 3ut te apirohend the focus 1g wo p2ln
Inziont Into insighit, ©o plerce the outer verbel ond conceptual

2z Lo penevrate &
exiilbltlons of wmathennltice, of sclence, =nd of common scuge)to
the inner dymamism of intellircat In-ulry ond crlticzl refloction.
: Xnov

To apirorri~ie Lo focus is both {to 'now snd to vhat 1t 1s to
mow one's owm intellirsence, one's ovm rengovzbliness, one's oun
essenblal and restrictedly elfective Irzedowm, To envlsois ihe

Tocus in the full range of it

o2

impllcaticns is to ggdlscover
Tor ones2lf wint lg meoont By belng, by objectiviiy, Jﬁb,uup1jsic

by ethies, vy God, and by evll
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~tch LL_ﬁ} dlccieg tlie detall=d map thnt 1s needed, the prezent
work may Lo reproachsd for excessive eabiilon. Bub 11 I aey
borrow & rhavese Irom Crizge y Gasrot, ons has to sirive to mownt

to the l:vel of one's time. The twentieth centniy hrs been
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Preface . S

deserined o8 the end of the Renelssance. DSome four csnturles

o tire wan wrojected a nsw uerld:! now mrtlions und arlisen

jaa)

&

L

In 2w political corstellatlons; o s

t

w art wag abtched with tue
vromice of o now sclence; and new phllosorhles were dlzsemlrcoied
thron h 2 nswy aducatlon, Tunt mow worldd uzs bren r-allzed
. s

ASA% tho doens that Tostored liug genesls hnve Dzen Glocredited
qwuuﬁvhmngﬁﬁkquh';»- Aol s e i boeowan ol
by its moatuelty., et wes g0 now bhasz Bocome 20 old. To have

boen oedieated ls no lonrcer a metter of suealilng Latin and
wrlilng Greek\,&g& Hodern art would puzzle Refaello, as modern
technolory ~old astound da Viacl, The 1iow notlions are not
in Burone, and the issues of noceorn pollitics seam bransceribod
from the panes oI Ubopla, Zinstein hns rovised nomentonszly
thie thousht of Gellleo, =2nd &k Helsenberg lzs conbended thnt

- H

geod Levlace, lilke Homer, nods. Thie noval outlook that 1s
transTorming the natural sclences cenvot but alfect profoundly

et ihdie ek Lee &u’buhlyﬂie; é.- rmﬁiadf Lpaie Reredd %m\

Lhio P'Dﬂ@u “that with7zo se lou“ s fidsl uy were truh ;erled
( , b b

o the n&turallto i~ huA'n sclences. And 1t is nard~nﬂt_ .
Lo relraln Jron scratchiggfa logical poE;Litist;’iest/one find
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the methods that were transferired with so sedulous a fldelity
from the natural to the owsan sclences, Yomzisziz  Not even
Renalssance ridicule of the Hlddle Ages hasz basn able to

prevent a rebirth of intersst in 105103._ Hot even the

J Enliz-terment's innis tencqg on the subtonomy of man has been
able Lo preveni the recurrence of thzcloziceal themes under

the golse of exdlstentislist yhilosophy.




Preface 4

S0 It 1s "hat & now world has been bequieatled
us and yety we, the hsirs of the Renalssance, have been denled
its splriv of bold confldence, of venturous assurance. For we
know toc much In too ueny flelds, we have wltnessed too mueh
surfering fm in too neny unsxnected cnarters, Lo purciase
gonfidence Ly an esoasy exube nnce of feellnz or to mccent words of
aasurance wlthoul answors to our cuestions. IHor wos tiir basice

Aberwcoly
quastion nilsped, when the late Prof., Ernst Co sireg g% Lhe end

of a long and hilphily productlve careeq,enl@avored Lo coimunleate
o P T
within a belefl compoqutneaconclu sions of hie vool erudition
and ever penatrating thourht, Just what 1z man? Wiews
A remarfod,
Answer% have be-n worlied ont by theologlons and sclentists, by
politicizng and soclolorisgts, by blolosists and psycnologists,
At not
by etinolosists and economiats."ﬂea‘only do the many angwers ot
agree, not only is there lackling soms generallyhccepted rriasciple
that would seleet one and vejoct the others, but even wlthin
speclislized fields tiere geens Lo he no nethod thet can corfront
veslc lsgues withoul succumblng to Individunl temperament and

rergonal evaluatlions.,

widespread
In the nldst of this, gawered,dlcorientatlion,
simply

man's problem of self-knowledre ceases 10 be the lndivldual
concern inculested By the anclient sage. It takes on the
dlmzinslons of a social cerisla. It can be read as the hlstorical

lssue of the twentiseth century. If In that bolance human
4 -
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Preface 5

intelligence and reasonczbleness, human resvonsivllity and freedom,
are to #m prevall, then they must be sunioned Ifrom the dlim and
confuced realm of latent factors ond they must turst forth

in tize fMall power of self-awareness and self-posscssion,

R

r one's oun. r“uiunaW salf-conscisis s.'_ouch e

o 3xcngv T world “Tlere in agh inr 1orrivmnﬁs" for'jﬁn 1ring
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If much 1g the urzsncy of personal aporopriatlon
of ratlonal sslf-consciousness, ths dliflculty of achleveuent
shonld not dlscourage attenmpts at nnliding a begloning, I the
extent and the complexity of modern knowledge rieclude tne

porzinility in our tlme Loth of thr veme unlvergale of the

Renclssance and of the madieval writsr of 2 Summa, at least
the collaboration of many contalns a promlse of success, vhores
the unailded Indlviduvol womld asve Lo desgpalr,

5till a collaboration nes Its conditions, I

rooses a common vielon of g gg%ﬂ gomaon poal. It suproses

2t least o tertative ilea thot wounld unify and coordinate
serarate siforts in diffzrsnt flelds. It suppoeges & central
nucleus thet somehow covld retein its identlty yet undergo
all the modlllecatlons and enrichments tlad cbwld be weratsted
poured into its #famd copoclons frame from sveclalized investle
gotlons.

It 1s with the condltions, prellminary to an
effective collaboration, thnaet the rresont work ls concernzd,
For la thz measurs tihat potential colliaborators move Lowards

a, parend versconal apuroprlistlion of their rationgl gelf-
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Preface 6

congelonsnzsg, in thue same measure tney will weglin to attain
the nesded coz:on viclon of thwe comion gozl. In the Mas 81Te
tuat th-y dlzecovar in thsmselwes the structure of devaelozlig
intellicence, in the same neasure they willl shnrz g tentative
ldee tirt con unify and coordinnts separais efl-rts Lln 4if ferant
fields. In the mo2asnre that thoy#aach tae Invarlants of
int2llectunl devalopnent, in the ma& some mzasure tusy will possess
g centrel nucleus that reteins lis identliy h=zm Throupgh all
ths Tyl posslble develorments of husan Intelllgence.

Frof. Cessirer uos Lold us tlhat, Irom the viewpolint
of a puoucuenolory of huason eulbure, wug explonziowy defianitlion

N

of man is zninel syobolicun ratiisry then anlmal rationale.

But 1n the sa=zasurs hot dzn oo viate
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consclousnuss, net oSuly do they re-esbtoulish the animal ratlcnaie

but algo tasy breal throngh thie chenomenologleal wvoll,

Izwrol 4 drom wileh 1odlvidusl lespz
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But LT I Dellave Lot man's gelf-avnroness and

seli~pogsesgslon con add o furthsr, over-archlins Sdmesgtan 50
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I conld not convey my moaalng without venturlag iato aony
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the Intrlicacles of lui-riretatlon, the dileetle of the philo~.
sornies, and the possibllity of transcendent knowladge. I
satSiokitad  wrould not wich anyone to entertala Lihe £3o

st ¥ty or even
feiweiful nonsense tiat I can egnenk withﬁcom;eteace in s0 nony
fields, I do not expsch aony exverts to Pind rreornize ey
vhzlr sclence in the formulations that snil ny puurpose Yat,
peranps, I may Loge thet thizee will e some shat shcre my
crececupntlons zud lalarests, th@t wlll divine what I am
enfeavoring to say snd will zrocesd to sy 1t move adequatmTj,
vaet will resp now my i:norance and oversishis can be remeadisd

without cownlztely In Jleﬂw;Lﬂo vue funde.aental strueturas

that maie possible a comaon vision of 3 common goal. Finslly,

13
LT S
el R T eyl o e

h_iﬂ‘* '!j‘-—wm-c-—,——q-},-w-.]_e_[e_l ——9-“-“-»:—1:[:'_4.._ Lt thm i ___&ég:f

.

A 1 b Loy
txa—eollobat paldeienadton HITTEE

L G WL ARy

relelivre

£ in eny msosure vhot Toove Ls fulfilled, the isolotion of
»
ay erforts will hove ended and the preliminory condltliona

will begin to be Mlfilled for the colleboration I wonld inmitizte.
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It is custonnry to conclude a rreface with
an acknowlzdgenont of one's Indebbedness. Naturally I am inclined
Lo think in the Tirast plece of the teachsrs ond writers wino have
T}#ﬁh? 1sf th%pt lmpress upon me in the course of the twenty-seven

years since Iirst I was initiated into eplstemologleal issues.

But so long a castation contains too many half-lights, too many

.
detours, for me Lo indlcate in a urief yet intelliplble fashion
my proximate sources., So it iz thinf I must be content to
restrict my expression of gratitude to the stails of the |
Jegult Seminaries in Montreol and Toronto, where I enjoysd the

freedom Lo undertalre the wnderlyinc studies of St. Thonas Aguinas’

thousht on Gratis Ovecans and on Verbum ond to complle the

proasnt volume; to the Rev. J. Wolltange of Jest Baden College, and
the Rev, J. T. Clarkse ermd the lev. . Clorke of Bellarmine ¥

College, Plattshurg, who resd the menugcerist and helped ne
@
“reatly with thelr comaents; the Hev. P. M. Plunkett of CE =1rh,
(to my shame, rether volnly)
Bnt,, who labored to reduce the solscisms of my style; tneh-
] - ’/ i

Rev. &ric O'Connor of Loyola Collere, Hontreal, who vas ever

ready to allow me Lo A ity draw upon his knowledge

of mavhenatles and of aciemce,l;fd to a frisnd tar t inslestg on

anonynity for the long labor of typing out my aaﬂuscriht_f
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