
Chapt r VI: Com: on Sonsr. 

The illustrative bzsis of our.study must now be broadened. 

In the previous. five chapters, precision was our primary objective, and ro our 

examples were taken from the fields of mathematics and physics. :?till the oc- 

currence of insight is not restricted to the minds of mathematicians, when 

doing mathematics, and to the minds of physicists, when engaged in that depart- 

ment of science. On the contrary, one meets intelligence in every walk of 

life. There c_ro intelligent firer and craftsmen, intelligent employers and 

workers, intelligent technicians and rechrinics, intelligent doctors arid lawyers., 

intelligent politicians and diplomats. There is intelligence in industry and 

commerce, in finance and taxation, in journalism and public relations. There 

is'intolligence in the home and in friendship, in conversation and in sport, 

in the arts and in entertainment. In every case the ran or woman of intelli- 

gence is Marked by a greater readiness in catching on, in getting the point, 

in seeing the issue, in grasping implications, in acquiring know -how. In 

their speech and action the same characteristics can be discerned, as were set 

forth in describing the act that released Archimedes' Eureka. For insight is 

ever the Rsme, and even its most modest-achievements are rendered conspicuous 

by the contrasting, if reassuring, occurrence of examples of obtuseness and 

stupidity. 

The present chapter falls into three main sections. In the 

first the parallel between empirical science and common sense is examined. 

In the second and third, attention is drawn to fundarr_ontal differences. Vhile 

empirical science seeks the relations of things to one another, common sense is 

content to know the relations of things to us. Despite its deceptive simpli- 

city, this undertaking is ambiguous. Not only is the development of common 

sense a change in us, but also common sense is pr- ctical and devotes itself 

to changing the things related to us. While empirical science endeavours to 
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grasp the relations between thß fixed natures of things, common sense seeks to 

relato two variables and, by that very effort, brings about their variation. 

Accordingly, the second main section of this chapter examines the subjective 

aspect of comr:on sense, and the third section turns to the effects of common 

sense practicality. 

1. Common Sense as Intellectual. 

The light and drive of intelligent inquiry unfolds methodically 

in mathematics and empirical science. In the human child it is a secret 

wonder that, once the mystery of language has been unravelled, rushes forth in 

a cascade of questions. Far too soon, the questions get out of hand, and 

weary adults'are driven to over more frequeñt,use of the blanket answer, ":fir 

dear, you cannot'underjtand that,y ©t ". !The hild would understand everything 

at once. It does not suspect that there is a strategy in the accumulation,of 

insights, that the answers to.many questions depend on answers to still other 

questions, that, often enough, advertence to these other questions arises only 

from the insight that to r*eet interesting questions one has to begin from quite 

uninteresting'ones. There is then, common to all men, the very spirit of in- 

quiry that constitutes the scientific attitúde. But in its native state it 

is untutored. Our intellectual careers begin to bud in the incessant "What ?" 

and "Why ?" of childhood. They flower only if we are willing, orconstraired, 

to learn how to learn. They bring forth fruit only after the discovery that, 

if we really would master the answers, we somehow have to find them out for 

ourselves. 

Just as there is spontaneous, inquiry, so too there is a spon- 

taneous accumulation of related insights. For questions are not an aggregate 

of isolated monads. ' In so far as any question IB followed by do insight, one 
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has only to act, or to talk, or perhaps merely to think on the basis of that 

insight, for its inoompleteness to come to light and thereby generate a fur- 

ther question. In so far as the further question is in turn met by the 

gratifying response of a further insight, once more the same process will re- 

veal another aspect' of incompleteness to give rise to stil/ further questions 

and still further insights. Su ch is the spontaneous process of learning. 

It is an accumulation of insights in which each successive act complements the 

accuracy and covers over the deficiency of those that went before, Just as 

the mathematician_ advances from images through insights and formulations to 

symbols that stimulate further insights, just as the scientist advances from 

data through insights and formulations to experiments that stimulate further 

insights, so too the spontaneous and self -correcting process of learning is a 

circuit in which insights reveal their short - comings by putting forth deeds 

or words or thoughts and, through that revelation, prompt the further questions 

that lead to complementary insights. 

Such learning is not without teaching. For teaching is the 

communication of insight. It throws out the clues, the pointed hints, that 

lead to insight. It cajoles attention to drive away the distracting images 

that stand in insight's way. It puts the further questions, that reveal the 

need of furtr:er insights to modify and complement the acquired store. It has 

grasped the strategy of developing intelligence, and so begins from the simple 

.. to advance to the more complex. Deliberately and explicitly, all this is done 

by professional teachers that know their job. But the point we would make is 

that it also is done, though unconsciously and iriplicitly, by parents with their 

offspring and by equals among themselves. Talking is a basic human art. By 

it each communicates to others what he knows and, at the same time, provokes 

the contradi ctions that direct his attentiän to' what he has overlooked. Again, 

far more impressive than talking is doing. Deeds excite our admiration and 
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stir us to emulation. 

1. 4 

4!e watch to 803 how things are done. We experiment to 

see if we can do them ourselves, Ve watch again to. discover the oversights 

that led to out failures. In this fashion the discoveries and inventions of 

individuals pass into the possession of many, to be checked against their exper- 

ience, to undergo'the scrutiny of their further questions, to be modified by 

their improvements. By the same token, thespontaneous collaboration of indiv 

iduals is also the communal development of intelligence in the family, the tribe, 

the nation, the ' rases. Not only are 'men'` born with a native drive to inquire 

and understand; they are born into a community.that possesses a common fund of 

tested answers, and from that fund eaoh'may draw his variable share, measured by 

his capacity, his interestsi,and his energy. Not only does the self- correcting 

process óf learning unfold within the private consciousness of the individual; 

for by speech and, still more, by example, there is effected a sustained com- 

munication that at once disseminates and tests and improves every advance to 

make the achievement of each successive generation the starting -point of the 

next. 

From a 4pon +.aneoús inquiry, the spontaneous accumulation of 

related insightft, and Ule spontaneous collaboration of communication;, we have 

worked towards the notion of common sense as an intellectual development. 

Naturally enough, there will arise the question of the precise inventory of 

this public store. How does it define its terms? What are its postulates? 

that are the conclusions it infers from these premises? But if the.quostion 

is obvious 'enough, the answer is more difficùlt. For the answer rests on one 

of tE ose queer insights that merely grasps tho false suprosition of the qurtion. 

Definitions, postulates, and inferences are the.fornulatíon of general knowledge. 

They regard, not'the particular but the universal, not the concrete but the 

abstract.. Common sense, unlike the sciences, is a specialization of intellig- 

ence in the particular and the concrete. 
' 

It is common withoùt being general, 
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for it consists in a,set of insights that remains incomplete, until there is 

added at least one further insight into the situation in hand; and, once 

. that situation has passed, the added insight is no longer relevant, so that 

common sense at once reverts to its normal state of incompleteness. Thus, 

common sense may seem to argue from analogy, but its analogies defy logical 

formulation. The.analogy that the logician can examine is merely an instance' 

of the heuristic premise that similars are similarly understood. Itcan yield , 

a valid argument, only if the two concrete situations exhibit no Significant 

dissimilarity.' But common sense,-because it does not have to be articulate, 

can operate directly from its accumulated insights. In correspondence with 

the similarities of situations, it can appeal to an incomplete set of insights. 

In correspondence with the significant difference of situations, it can add the 

different insights.rolevant to each. again, common sense may seem to generalize. 

But a generalization proposed by common sense has'quite a different meaning 

from a generalization proposed by science. The scientific generalization 

aims.to offer a premise from which correct deductions can be drawn. But the 

generalizations issued by còmmgn sense are not meant to be premises for deduc- 

tions. Rather they weal communicate pointers that ordinarily it is well to 

bear in mind. Proverbs are older far than principles and, like rules of gram- 

mar, they do not lose their validity because of their numerous exceptions. For 

they aim to express, not the scientist's rounded set of insights that either 

holds in every instance or in none at all, but the incomplete set of insights 

which is called upon in every concrete instance but becomes proximately relevant 

only after a good look around has resulted in the needed additional insights. 

Look before you leap! 

Not only does common sense differ from logic and from science 

in the meaning it attaches to analogies and generalizations. In all its ut- ' 

terances it operates from a distinctive. viewpoint and pu ruues an ideal of its 
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own. The heuristic assumptions of science anticipato the determination of 

natures that always act in the same fashion candor similar circumstances and, 

as well, the determination of ideal norms of probability from which events di- 

verge only in a non - systematic manner. Though the scientist is aware that. he 

will reach these determinations only througha series of approximations, still 

he also' knows that even approximate determinations must have the logical pro- 

perties of abstract truth. Terms, then, must be defined unambiguously and 

they must always be employed exactly in that unambiguous meaning. Postulates 

must be stated; their presuppositions must be examined; their implications must 

be explored. Automatically there results a technical language and a formal 

mode of speech. Not only is ono compelled to sty what one means and to mean 

what one says, but the correspondence that obtains between saying and meaning 

has the exact simplicity of such primitive utterances as, This is a cat. Common 

sense, on the other hand, nover aspires tofuniveraally valid knowledge and it 

never attempts exheuative communication. Its concern is the concrete and par- 

ticular. Its function is to master each situation as it arises, Its pro- 

cedure is to reach'an incomplete set of insights that is to be completed only ' 

by adding on each occasion the further insights that scrutiny of the occasion 

reveal. It would be an error for common sense to attempt to formulate its in -' 

complete set of insights in definitions and postulates and to work out their 

presuppositions and implications. For'the incomplete set is not the understand - 

ing either of any concrete situation or ofany general truth. Equally, it ' 

would be an error for common sense to attempt a systematic formulation of its 

completed set of insights in some particular case; for every systematic formtv, 

lation envisages the universal; and every concrete situation is particular. It 

follows that common sense has no use for a technical language and no tendency 

towards a formal mode of speech; It agrees that one must , what one means 

and mean what one says. Rut its correspondence between saying and meaning is 
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at once subtle and fluid. 'As the proverb has it, a wink is as good as a nod. 

For common sense not merely.says what it means; it says it to some one; it 

begins by exploring the other fellow's intelligence; it advances by determining 

what further insights have to be communicated to him; it undertakes the communi- 

cation, not as an exercise in formal logic, but as a work of art; and it has at 

its disposal not merely all the resources of language,but also the support of 

modulated tone and changing volume, the eloquence of facial expression, the 

emphasis of gestures, the effectiveness of pauses, the suggestiveness of questions, 

the significance of omissions. It follows that the only interpreter of common 

sense utterances is common sense. For.the relation between saying and moaning 

is the relation between sensible presentations and intellectual grasp, and if 

that relation can be as simple and exact As in the statement, This is a cat, it 

can also take on all the delicacy and subtlety, all the rapidity and effectiveness, 

with which one incarnate intelligence can còmmunicate its grasp to another by 

t 

grasping what the other has yet to grasp and what act or sound or sign would make 

him grasp it. Such a procedure, clearly, is logical, if by "logical" you mean 

"intelligent and reasonabb ". With equal clearness, such a procedure is not 

logical, if by "logical" you mean conformity to a set of general rules valid in 

every instance of a defined range; for no set of general rules can keep pace 

with the resourcefulness of intelligence in its adaptations to the possibilities 

and exifencies of concrete tasks of self -communication. 

Just as the elliptical utterances of common sense have a deeper 

ground than many l:ngicians and practically all controversialists have managed to 

reach, so too the plane of reality envisaged by common sense meaning is quite 

distinct from the plane that the sciences explore. It has been said that the 

advance of science is from description to explanation, from things as related 

to our senses through measurements to things as related to one another. It is 

clear that common sense is not concerned with the relations of things to one 
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another, and that it does'not employ the technicàl. terms that,aeientists invent 

to express those relations. Still, this obvious difference provides no pre= 

mise for the inference that the object of scientific description is.the same 

as the object of common sense communication. . It is true enough that both types 

of utterance deal with things as related to`our senses'. But alio it is true 

that they do;so from different viewpoints and with different ends. Scientific. 

description is the work of a trained Scientific observer. It satisfies the 

logician's demand for'complete articulateness and exhaustive statement. It 

reveals the imprint of the scientist's anticipation or attainment of the pure. 

conjugates that express the relations of things to one another. For, though 

scientific description deale.with tongs as related to our senses, it does so with 

an ulterior purpose and under the guidance of a method that strains towards its 

realization. Common sense, on the other hand,'has no theoretical inclinations, 

It remains completely in the familiar world of things for us. The further 

questions, by which it accumulates insights, are bounded by the interests and 

concerns, of human; living, by the successful performance'of daily tasks, by the 

discovery of immediate solutions that will work. ..:Indeed, the supreme canon 

of common sense is the restriction of further questions to the realm of the 

concrete and particular, the immediate and practical. To advance in common 

sense is to restrain theomnivorous drive of, inquiring intelligence and to 

brush 'aside as irrelevant, if not silly, any question whose answer would not 

make an immediately palpable difference. Just as the scientist 'rises in stern 

protest against the introduction into his field of metaphysical questions that 

do not satisfy his canon of selection, so the man of common sense (and nothing 

else) is ever on his guard against all theory, ever blandly asking the propon- 

ent of ideas what difference they would make and, if the answer is less vivid 

and less rapid than an advertisement, then solely concerned with thinking up an 

excuse for getting rid of the fellow. After all, men of common sense are busy. 
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They have the worlds work to do. 

Still, how can the world's work bo done either intelligently 

or efficiently, if it is done by men of common sense that never bother their 

heads a minute about scientific method? That question can be answered, I 

think,'if we begin fromariother. Why is it that scientists need scientific 

method? Why must suoh intelligent men be encumbered with the paraphernalia 

of laboratories and the dull books'of specialized libraries? Why shoúld they 

be trained in observation and in logic? Why should they be tied down by ab- 

struse technical terms and abstract' reasoning? Clearly it is becauáe their 

inquiry moves off from the familiar to the unfamiliar, from the obvious to the 

recondite. They have to attend to things as related to ús initie manner that 

leads to'things as related to one another. When they reach the universal re- 

lations of.thingsto one another,, they are straining beyond the native range of 

insight into sensible présentations and they need the crutches of method to fix 

their gaze on things as neither sensibly given nor concrete nor particular. 

Common sense, on the other,hand, has no such aspirations. It clings.to the 

immediate and practical, the concrete and particular. It remains'within the 

familiar world of things for us. Rockets and space platforms are superfluous, 

if you intend to remain on this earth. So also is,noientific method super- 

fluous in the performance of the tasks of-common sense: Like the sciences, it 

is'an accumulation of related insights;irito the data of experience. Like the 

sciences, it is the fruit of a vast'collaboratión. Like the sciences, it has 

been tested by its practical results. Still there is a profound difference. 

For the sciences have theoretical aspirations, and common sense has none. The 

sciences would speak precisely and with universal validity, but common sense 

would speak only to persons and only about the concrete and particular. The 

sciences need methods to Teach their abstract and universal objects; but scien- 

tists need common sense to apply methods properly in executing the concrete 

Common Sonse 1. 

They have the world's work to do. 

Still, how can the "10rld's vork bo dona either intelligently 

or efficiently, if it is done by mon or col:lmon sense that never bother their 

heads a minute about ecientifio method? That question can be answered, I 

think,' if ve begin fromaiiothe~. Why is it that scientists need scientific 

method? Why must such intelligent men bo encumoornd vith the paraphernalia 

or laboratories and the dull books' of specialized libraries? Why shoUld they 

be trained in observation and in logic? Why should thoy be tied down by ab

struse technical terms and abStract'reasoning? Clearly it is becauee their 

inquir,y moves off from the familiar to the unfamiliar, from the obvious to the 

recondite. Thay have to attend to things as related to us in•t)la manner that 

leads to things as related to one another. When they reach tho universal re• 
lations of.things to one another,· they aro straining beyond the native range of· 

insight into sensible presentations and they need the crutches or method to fix 

their gaze on things as neither sensibly given nor concrete nor particular. 

Common sense, on the other.hand, has no such aspirations. It clings·to the 

inmediate and practical, the concrete and particular. It remains' w1 thin the 

familiar world or things tor us. Rockets and space platforms are superfluous, 
' 

if you intend to remain on this earth. So also is·aoientific method super-

fluous in the ~rformance ot the tasks of· common sense•· Like the sciences, it 

is'an accumulation or related insigbta:irito the data ot experience. Like the 

sciences,- it is the fruit or a vast·collaboratipn'. Like the sciences, it has 

been tested.by its practical results. Still there is a profound difference. 

For the sciences have theoretical aspirations, and common sense has none. The 

soiences would speak precisely and with universal validity, but common sense 

would speak only to persons and only about the concrete and particular. ·The 

sciences need methods to ·reach their abstract and universal objects; but scien-

tists need common sense to apply methods properly in executing the concrete . I 

9 



lo 
Common Sense' 1. 

tasks of particular investigations, just as logicians need common sense if they 

are to grasp what is meant in each concrete act of human utterance.. It has 

been argued that there exists a complementarity between Classical and statist- 

ical investigations; perhaps it now is evident'that the whole of science, with 

logicthrown in, is a development of intelligence that is' complementary to the 

development named common sense. iatiónal che,ce is not between science and 

common sense; it is a choice of both, of science tó matter the universal, and 

of common senseto'dea1 with the particular. 

There remainá to be mentioned the differentiations of common 

sense.' Far more than the sciences, common sense is divided into specialized 

departments. For every difference of geography, for every difference of occupa- 

tion, for every difference of social arrangements, there is an appropriate var- 

iation of common sense. At a given place, in a given job, among a given group 

of people, a man can be at, intelligent ease in every situation in which he is 

called upon'to speak or act. He always knows just what is up, just the right 

thing to say; just whatnéeds to be done, just how to goabout it. His exper- 

lenco has taken him through the cycle of eventualities that occur in his milieu. 

His intelligence has been ever alert. He has made his mistakes and from them 

he has learnt not to make them twice.. He has developed theacumen that notices 

shifts away from the familiar routine, the poise that sizes them up before ein- 

'barking on a courser of action, the resourcefulness that hits upon the response 

that meets the new issue. 'He is an embodiment of the ideal of common sense, 

yet his achievement is'relevant only -to its environment. Put him among others 

in another place or at another job and, until they become familiar, until he 

has accumulated a fresh aet of insights, he cannot avoid hesitancy and awkward- 

ness. Once more he must learn his way about,'catch on to the tricks. of a 

new trade, discern in little signs the changing moods'of those with whom he 

deals. Such, then, is the specialization of common sense. At once, it adapts 

individuals in every walk of life to the work they have Chosen or the lot that 
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has befallen them and, no less, it generates all those minute differences of 

viewpoint and mentality' that 'separate men and women, old and young,town and 

country until, in the limit, one,reaches the cumulative differences and mutual 

incomprehension of different strataof society, different nations, different 

civilizations, and different epochs of human history. 

We have been endeavoring to conceive the intellectual compon- 

ent in common sense. Our effort began from spontaneous questions, spontaneous 

accumulations of insights, spontaneous collaboration in testing and improving 

them. Next, there was formulated the central notion of a habitual but incom- 

plete set of insights that was completed with appropriate variations in each 

concrete se of circumstances that called for speech or action. It was shown 

that such an intellectual development not only aimed at mastering the concrete 

and particular but also achieved,its aim in a concrete and'particular manner 

that contrasted with the general rules of logic and the general methods of 

science yet provided a necessary complement both for the concrete use of general 

techniques and the concrete application of general conclusions. 'Finally, at- 

tention was drawn to the differentiations of common sense which multiply', not 

by theoretical differences as do the departments of sciences,' but by the empir- 

ical differences of place and time, Circumstance and environment.' 
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' 2. 

The Sub jective ' Field of Common Sense. 

If there is a parallel between a scientific* and 'a common sense 

accumulation of insights,'there also existea difference.' 'Where the scientist 

seeks the relations of things to one another,' common sense is'concerned with the 

relations of thins to us. 
' 

Where the aoientist's'correlations serve to define 

the things that he relates to one another, common sense net merely relates 'ob- 

jests to a subject but also constitutes relations of the subject to objects. 

Where the scientist is primarily engaged in knowing, common sense cannot 'dev- 

elop withoút changing the subjective term'in thé object -to- subject relations" 

that it knows. 

There is, then, a subtle ambiguity in the apparently evident 

statement that common sense relates'things to us.' For who are we? Do we not 

change? Is not the acquisition'of common sense itself a change in ús? Clearly, 

an' account of common sense cannot be adequate withoút an investigation of its 

subjective field. To this`end We propose*in the present section to introduce 

the notion of patterns of experience, to distinguish biological, aesthetic,'in- 

tellectual, and dramatic patterns, to contrast the patterns of consciousness 

with the unconscious patterns of neural process and, finally, to indicate the 

connection between á flight from'insight and,' on the other hand, 'repression, 

inhibition, slips,of the tongue, dreams, screening memories, abnormality and 

psychotherapy. 

2.1 Patterns of Experience. 

The notion of the pattern of experience may best be approached 

by remarking how abstract it is to speak of a sensation. tdo.doubt, we are 

all familiar with acts of seeing, hearing, touching, tasting, smelling. Still, 

such acts never occur by themselves, in isolation from one other another, and 

quite apart from all other events. On the contrary, they have a bodily basis; 
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they are functionally related to bodily movements; and they occur in some dynamic 

context that somehow unifies a manifold of sensed contents and of acts of sen- 

sing. 

Thus, without eyes, there is no seeing ; and when I would see 

with py eyes, I open them, turn air head,' approach,, focus my gaze. Without 

ears, there is no hearing; and to escape noise, I must move boyond its range 

or else build.myself, sound -proof walls. Without a palate, there is no'tast- 

ing; and when I would taste, there are involved movements of the body and arms, 

of hands and fingers,' of lips and tongue and'jaws. Sensation has é bodily 

basis and functionally it is linked to bodily movements; 

-Nor is this a11., Both-the sensations and the bodily move- 

ments are subject to an organizing control. Besides the systematic links 

between senses and sensó organs,'there is,-immanent in experience, a factor var- 

iously named conation, interest, attention, purpose. We speak of conscious- 

ness as a stream, but the stream involves not only the temporal succession of 

different contents but also'direction, striving, effort. ' i{oreover, this dir- 

ection of the, stream is variable. Thales was so intent upon the'stars' that 

he did'not see the well into which he :tumbled. The milkmaid was so indif- 

ferent to the stars that she could not overlook the well. Still,, Thales 

could have seen the well, for he was not blind and, perhaps, the milkmaid could 

have been intereRted in the stars, for she vas human. ' 

There are, then, different' dynamic patterns of experience, 

nor is it difficult for us'tó say just what we mean by such a pattern. As con- 

ceived, it is the formulation of an insight; but all insight arises from sensi- 

tive or imaginative presentations; and in the present case the relevant presen- 

tations are siply the various elements in the experience that is organized by 

the pattern. 
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2.2> The Biological Pattern of Experience. . 

A plant draws its sustenance from its environment by remain - 

ing in a single place and by performing a slowly varying set of routines in 

interactión-with á slowly varying set of things. 'In'contrast, the effective 

'environment of a Carnivorous animal lea floating population of other animals 

that move over a range of, places and are more or less well equipped' to' deceive 

or eluda their pursuers. .Both plant and animal are alive, for in both aggreg- 

ates of events insight discerns an intelligible.unity that commonly is formu- 

lated in terms of biological drive or purpose. , But plants adept'slowly, ani- 

mals rapidly, to changing situations; and if we endeavor to understand the 

sùdden twists and turns both of,fleeing' quarry and pursuing beast of prey, 

we ascribe to they a flow of experience not unlike our own. Outer senses are 

the herald; of biological opportunities and dangers. Amory is' the file of 

supplementary information. Imagination is the projection of courses of action. 

Conation and emotion are the pent -up pressure of elemental purposiveness. 

Finally, the complex sequence of delicately co- ordinated bodily movements isat 

once the consequence of striving and a cause of the continuous shift of sen- 

sible presentations. 

In such an illustration insight grasps the biological pattern 

of experience. By such .a pattern is,not meant the visible or imaginative focus 

d1 attention offered,by the characteristic, Chape and appearance of an animal. 

Nor, again, is the pattern reached by grasping that spatially and temporally 

distinct data all belong to a single living thing for plants no less than ani- 

mals are alive and, ae.yet, ve háve not satisfied ourselves upon the validity 

of the notion of the thing. Rather, the pattern is a set of intelligible re- 

lations that link together sequences of:sensations, memories, images, conations, 

emotions, and bodily movements; and to name the pattern biological is simply to 

affirm that the sequences converge upon terminal activities of intussusceptioù 

or reproduction or, when negative in scope, self- preservation. Accordingly, 
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the notion of thé pattern takes us beyond 'behaviorism, inasmuch as attention 

is not confined to external data ;' it takes " us beyond positivism, inasmuch as 

the canon of relevance leads us 'to'acknowledge'that there'is a content to in- 

sigh* but it observes the Canon of parsimony by adding no more than a set of 

intelligible relations to elements of experience. 

A more informative characterisation of the biological pattern 

of experience is to be obtained by comparing animals and plants. For conscious 

living is only a part of the animal's total living. As in the plant, so in 

the animal there go forward immanent vital processes without thé benefit of any 

conscious control. The formation and nutrition of organic structures and of 

their skeletal supports, the distribution and neural control of 'muscles, the 

physics of the vascular system, the chemistry of digestion, the metabolism of 

the cell, all are sequences of events that fit into intelligible patterns of 

biological significance. Yet it is only when their functioning is disturbed, 

that they enter into consciousness. Indeed, not only is a large part of animal 

living non -conscious, but the conscious part itself is intermittent. Animals 

sleep. It is as though the full- time 'buainess of living called forth conscious- 

ness as a part -time employee, occasionally' to meet problems of 'malfunctioning, 

but regularly to deal rapidly, effectively, and economically with the external 

situations in which Sustenance is- to be'won and into which offspring are to be 

born. 

Thus extroversion is a basic characteristic of the biological 

pattern of experience. The'bódily basis of the senses in sense organs, the 

'functional correlation of sensations with the positions and'movements of the 

organs, the mnemic, imaginative, conativé, emotive consequences of sensible pre- 

sentations, and the resulting local movements of the body, all indicate that ele- 

mentery experience is concerned, not with the immanent aspects of living, but 

with its external conditions and opportunities. Within the full pattern of 

living, there is a partial, intermittent, extroverted pattern of conscious living. 

.......... 
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conscious control. The formation and.nutrition of organic s~ructures and of 

their skeletal supports, the distribution'and neural control of 'muscles, the 
'' '•1 t ' ' ' . 

physics of the vascular system, the chemist17 or digestion, the metabolism of 
I . . • ' : • . ; I . - ' . ' '. . 

the cell, all are sequences of events that fit into intelligible patterns of 

biological significance. 
I ~ . , ' 

Yet it is only when their furictioning is disturbed, 

that' they enter into consci~usnes~~ 'Indeed, not only.is a la~ga part of animal 

li~ng non-co~ciou~, but the ~oneoious part itself is intermittent.. Animals 
~· I . ' . I I 

sleep. It is as though the £ull•time buainesA of living called forth conscious-

ness as a part-time' e~loyee, occasionally'~o met 'problems of 'malfunctioning, 
[ ,' i ', . . ' ' ,· . 

but regularly to deal rapidly, effectively,'and econ9mically uith the external 
. , I , I 

situations in which sustenance' is· to be' won and into which offspring are to be 

born. 
' ; . i , ' • 

Thus extroversion is a basic characteristic of the biological 

pattern of experience. 
I ' ' 

The bodily basis of the senses in sense organs, tho 

·functional correlation ~t sensations with the positions and'movaments ot the 
~ ' ' ' 

organs, the mnamic, imaginative, conativa, emotive· consequences or sensible pre-
\ I ' . . ' 

sertations, and the resulting local movements of tho body, all indicate that ele-

~entar). experience is concerned, not with the immanent aspects of living, but 

with its external conditions and opportunities. Within the tull pattern of 

living, there is a partial, intermittent, extroverted pattern of conscious living. 
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It is this extroversion of function that Underpins the con- 

frontational element of.conaciousnoss itself. , Conntion, omotion, and bodily 

movomont are a rosponao to stimulus; but tho stimulus is over a;ainst the res- 

ponse; it is a presentation through sense and memory and imagination of w}at 

is rosponded to, of ghat is to be dealt with. 'The stimulating elòmonta are the 

elemontary object; tho responding olaments aro the elementary subject. when 

the objoct fails to stimulate, the subject is indifforont; and when non-conscious 

vital process has no need of outer objects, the subject dozes and falls asleep. 

2.3 The Aesthetic Pattern of Exporionce. 

There oxists in man an oxuboranco above and beyond the bio- 

logical account -books of purposeful ploaspro and pain. Conscious living is 

itself a joy that rowels itsjspontanoous authenticity in the untiring play of 

dhildren, in tho strenuous gal;oe of youth, in the exhilaration of sun -lit 

morning air, in the sweep of a broad perspective, in the awing of a molddy. 

Such delight is not, perhaps,'exclusivoly human, for kittens play end snakes 

aro charmed, út neither is'it meroly.biological. One can well suspect 

V 
Vat health and exorcise are hot the dominant rmtice in the world of sport; and 

it looms a little narrow to claim that good Heals and fair to men aro the only 

instancos of the aesthetic. Rather, one is led to acknowledge that expor- 

ienco can occur for tiro sake of a xporienci$g, that it can slip beyond the con- 

fines of serious-minded biological purpose, and that this very liberation is a 

spontaneous, soif- justifying joy. 

Moreover, just as the mathematician grasps intelligible forms 

in achonatic imatoa, just as the scientist seeks intelligible systems that 

cover the data of his field, so too the artist exercises his intolligonco in 

discovering ever novel forms that unify and relate the contents and acts of 

aosthotic experience. Still, sonso does not escape ono master noroly to fall 
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into the clutchos of another. Art is a two -fold freedom. Ao it liberates 

oxporience from tho drag óf biolo 9.ea1 purposiveness, so it liberates intollig- 

onco from the wearying constraints of mathematical proofs, scientific verifica- 

tions, and corm on sonso factualness. For the validation of the airtistio idea 

is tho artistic deed. Tho artist establishes his insignts, not by proof or 

verification, but by skilfully Cinbodying them in colors and shapes, in sounds 

and movoriónts, in the unfolding situations and actions of fiction. To the 

spontaneous joy of conscious living thero is added the spontaneous joy of froo 

intellectual creation. 

The aesthetic and artistic also are symbolic. Free expo r- 

ience and froo creation aro prono to justify themselves by an ultorior purpose 

or significance. Art then becomes symbolic, but what is symbolized is obscuro. 

It is an expression of tho human subject outside tbs limits of adoquato intel- 
r 

V 

lectual formulation. or appraisal. It Books to mean, to convoy, to impart some 

V that is to be reached, not through h science or lose ' but throw a parti- 

cipation 

g P IYs Pa 

cipation and, in comp fashion, a re- enactment of the artist's inspiration and 

intention. ' rre- scientific and pre - philosophic, it may strain for truth and 

value without dofining thaw. post biological, it may rofloct the psychological 

depths yet, by that very fact, it will go beyond torn. 

Indeed, the verroboourity of art is in a sonso its most 

gonoric.moaning. 'Prior to the neatly formulatod questions óf grstomatizing 

intelligence, thoro is the'deep -sot wonder in which all questions have their 

source rnd ground. As an exprésElón of the subject, art would show forth that 

wonder in its elemental sweop. Again, as a tuo -fold liberation of some and 

of intolligonce, art would exhibit the reality of the primary object for that 

wonder. For the animals, safely sheathed in biological routines, are not 

questions to t1Dv Helves. But man's artistry testifies to his freedom. As 

ho can cb, so ho cart be what ho . ploaces. What is he to be? Why? Art my 
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offer attractive or repellent answers to these questions but, in its subtler 

forms, it is content to communicate any of the moods in which such question 

arise,,to convey any of the tones in which they may be answered or ignored. 

2.4 . The Intellectual Pattern of Experience.' 

The aesthetic liberation and the free artistic control of 

the flow of sensations and images, of emotions and bodily movements, not merely 

break the bonds of biological drive but also generate in experience a flexibi- 

lity that rakes it a ready tool for the spirit of inquiry. lb the liveliness 

of youth, study is hard. But in the seasoned mathematician, sensitive pro- 

cess easily contracts to an unruffled sequence of sycabolic notations and 

schematic imagos. In the trained observer, outer sense forgets its primitive 

biological functions to take on a selective alertness that keeps paco with 

the refinements of elaborate and subtle classifications. In the theorist, in- 

tent upon a problem, even the sub- conscious goes to work to yield at unexpected 

moments the suggestive images of clues and missing links, of patterns and por- 

spoctives, that evoke the dosiderated insight and the delighted cry, Eureka. 

In reflection, there arises a passionless: calm. 23omory ferrets out instances 

that would run counter to the prospective judgment. Imagination anticipates 

the slaps of possibilities that could provo the judpnent Deng. So deep is 

the penetration, no firm the d finance, so strange the transformation of sensi- 

tive sponanoitr, that memories and anticipations riso above the threshold of 

consciousness only if troy possess at least a plausible relevance to the decis- 

ion to be made. For the stream of sensitive experience is a chameleon; and 

as its pattern can be biological or artistic, so too it can became the automatic 

instrurriont or, rather, the vitally adaptive collaborator of the spirit of in- 

quiry. 

Le doubt, the frequency, intensity, duration, and purity of 
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tho intellectual pattern of experience are subject to groat variation.' For troy 

dopend.upon native aptitude, upon.tra1ning, upon age aid devolopmant, upon ex- 

tornal.oircumstanco, upon tho chance that confronts ono with problema and that 

supplienat toast tho intormittent opportunity to work towards thoir solution. 

To to talentod is to find that ono's experience slips oasily into the intolloc- 
, 

tuai pattern, that'one's sensitive epontanoity. responds quickly an precisely to 

the exigencies,ofmind. Insights como readily. Exact formulation foilo s 

pioi,tly. tutor sense pounces upon significant doted. ramory tosses out 

immediately the contrary instance. Iugination dovisos at once the contrary 

possibility. Still, even with talent, knowledge makes a slow, if not a bloody; 

entrance. To learn thoroughly.is a vast undertaking that calls for relontloss 

porsovoranco. 16 strike outs on' a now line ' and become more than a week -end 

celebrity calls for years in which one's living is more or loss constantly ab- 

sorbed in the offort to understand, in which one's understanding, gradually works 

round and up a spiral of viewpoints with each complementing its predecessor 

and only the last embracing the whole field to be mastered. 

2. 21io Dramatic Pattern of txperienco. 

t naw awe turn to ordinary, human living, it is plain 

that we have to do with neither the biological, rwr the artistic, nor the in- 

tellectual pattern of experience. Still, there is astream of consciousness, 

and the stream involves not only successbn but also direction. Conspicuous in 

this direction is a concorn to got things done. But bohind. palpable activities, 

there are motives and purpoaos; and in thorn it is not difficult to discern an 

artistic or, ivre procisoly, a dramatic cornponont. 

.,For huma desiroa aro rapt s imply the biological' impulses 

of hunger for eating and of sex for mating. Indood; man is an animal for whom 
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more . animality is indecent. It is true enough that eating and drinking are 

biological performances. But in man they are. dignified by their spatial and 

psychological separation from the farm, the abattoir, the kitchen; they are or- 

namented by the elaborate equipment of the dining room, by the table mamers 

imposed upon children, by the deportment of adult convention. Again, clothes 

are not a simple - minded matter of keeping warm. They are tho colored plumes 

of birds as well as the furs of animals. shey.disguise as well as cover and 

adorn for man's sensible arxi sensing body must not appear to be merely a bio- 

logical unit. Sex, finally, ie manifestly biological yet not merely so. On 

this pointman can be so insistent that, within the context of human living, sex 

becomea,a great mystery., shrouded in the delicacy of indirect speech, enveloped 

in an auro of romantic idealism, enshrined in the sanctity of the home. 

No only, then, is man capable of aesthetic liberation and 

artistic creativity, but his first work of art is his own living. The fair, the 
1 

beautiful, the admirable is embodied by man in his own body and actions before it 

is given a still freer realization in painting and sculpture, in music and poetry. 

Style is the man before it appears in the artistic product. still, if the style 

of living is more fundamental, it also is more constrained. rór mans own body 

and actions cannot be treated as the painter treats his uncomplaining oils and 

the poet his verbal materials. As in the aniiaai,, so also in man the exist the 

exigencies of underlying materials, and the pattern ofexperionce has to meet 

those exigencies by granting them psychid representation and conscious integration. 

The biological cannot be ignored and yet, in man, it can be transformed. The 

transformation varies with the locality, the 13oriod,, the social milieu; but the' 

occurrence of the variations' only serves to reveal the existence of the variable. 

Mon will claim that they work because they must live; but it is plain that they 

work so hard because Limy must make:their living dignified. To lack that dig- 

nity is to suffer embarrassment, sham,:degradation; it is to invito amusement,_ 
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laughter, ridicule. Inversely, to grant free ,rein to men's impulse for artiste . 

tically manifested dignity is to set so- called hard -headed induetrialiste and 

financiers to the task of stimulating artistic imegirmtion with advertisements. 

and of meeting its demands with the raw materials of the earth and with the 

technology of an age of science. 

Such artistry: is dramatic. It is in the presence of 

others, and the others too are also actors in the primordial drama that the 

theatre ,only imitates. If aesthétic valves, realized in one's own living, yield 

one .the satisfaction of good, performanc e,, still it' is well to have the objectivity 

of 'that 'satisfaction confirmed by the admiration of others; it is better to , be 

united tlri.th ot}4rs by winning trir approval; it is best' to be bound, to them by 

deserving and obtaining' their resPect and even their affection. For plan is a 

social animal. IIe iss born in one family only to found another of his own. Ilia 

artistry and his knowledge accumulato over the centuries because, he imitates 

and learns from others, he execution of his practical schemes requires the 

collaboration of others. Still, the net-work of mans social' relationships has 

net the fixity of organization of the hive or the ant -hill; nor, a pin, is it 
primarily the product of pure' intelligence devising blúe prints for Inman behavior. 

Its ground- is aesthetic liberation and artistic creativity, whore' the artistry 

is 'limited by biological. exigence, inspired by examply and emulation, confirmed 

by admiration and approval, sustained by- respect and affection. 

The characters in this drama of living are moulded by the , 

drama itself. As other insights orcerge and accumulate, so too do the insights 

that govern the imaginative projects of. dramatic living, As other insights are 

correctod through the trial and error that give rise to further quostiona and 

yield still further complementary insights, no too does each individual discover 

and develop the possible roles he might play and, under the pressure of artistic 
and affective criteria, work out his own selection and adaptation. Out of the 

plasticity end exuberance of childhood through tho discipline and the play of 
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education there gradually is formed the character of the man.'. It is'a process 

in which rational consciousness with its xnfl_ection and criticism, its delibera- 

tion and choice, exerts a decisive influence. ' Still. there is no deliberation 

or choice about becoming stamped with some character; there is no deliberation 

or choice about the fact that our past behavior determines our present habitual 

attitudes; nor is there any appreciable effect from our present good resolutions 

upon our future spontaneity. Before there can be reflection or criticism, 

evaluation or deliberation, our imaginations and intelligence'must collaborate 

in representing the. projected course of action that is to be submitted to reflec- 

tion and criticism, to evaluation and decision. Already in'the prior'collabora- 

tion of imagination and,intolligonce, the dramatic pattern is operative, out 

lining how we might behave before others and charging the outline with an artis- 

tic transformation of a more elaaentary'aggressivity and effectivity. Urdinary 

living is not ordinary drama. it is not learning a role and developing in one- 

, 

self the feelings appropriate toits performance. I t is not the prior task of 

assomblingmaterials and through,inaight imposing upon them an artistic, pattern. 

For in ordinary living there are not first the materials and then the pattern, 

nor first the role and then the foolingsk On the contrary, the materials that 

emerge in consciousness are already patterned, and the pattern is already 

charged emotionally and conativoly, 

2.6 Elements in the Dramatic Subject. 

The first condition of drama is.the possibility of acting 

it out, of tho subordinatión of neural process to psychic determinations. Now 

in the animals thin subordination can roach a high degree of complexity to ensure 

large differentiations of response to nuanced differences Of stimuli. Nono the 

loss, this complexity, no far from being an optional acquisition, seems rather 
A. 

to be a natural endowment and to leave the animal with a relatively mall capac- 
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ity for learning now ways and for mastering other than native skills.. In con - 

trast, man's bodily movements are, as it were, initially detachodjfrom the con -, 

ative, sensitive, and emotive elements, that, direct and release them. To learn 

to walk is to learn to correlato pevchic elements with bodily movemonta, and the 

human child takes a notable time to do so; yet precisely because walking is such 

a laborious acquisition, other acquisitions aro equally possible. The initial 

plasticity and indeterminacy ground tho later variety. Wero the pianist's,arms, 

hands,.and fingers locked from birth in natural r utines of biological stimulus 

and roaponce, they never could learn to reapònd quickly and accurately-to the 

sight of a musical,scoro.' Totake another illustration, the production of sound, 

is a complicate3 aot of,correlatod oscillations and movsmontn; but the mailing 

and gurgling of infantsdevelop.through th©prattle of children into articulate 

speech, and this vocal activity can be complemented with tho visual pnd manual 

activities of reading and tir ting; the wholo structure rests upon conventional 

signs, yet the ondlessly complex correlations that are involved between the 

psychic and the neural have become automatic and spontaneous in a language that, 

or knows. 

Inverse to the control of the : psychic over the neural, 

are the donnnds of neural patterns and processes for psychic representation and 

conscious integration. Just as an appropriate, pchomatic imago spocifiea and 

leads to a corresponding insight, no patterns of chango in the optic nerve and 

the corebrura specify and lead to corresponding acts of seeing. What is true of 

sight, is .also true of the othor outer senses and, ' though the Matter in, far from 

fully explored, .ono may promo that memory and imagination, conation and motion, 

pleasuro and pain, all have their counterparts in corresponding neural processes. 

and originate from their specific demands. 

' It.would be a mistake, however, to;suppose that such de. 

ity for fearning ~ways nnd for mastering othor than mtiv~ skills• . In con
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rends are unconditional, Perceiving .is a function not only. of position relative 

to an object, the intensity of the light: thohealthiness of ayes, but also of 

interest, anticipation, and activity. , Besides the dornnhs of mural processes, 

there also is the pattern of e xporience in which their, demands are riot; and as 

the elements that enter consciousness aro.already within a pattern, there must 

be exercised some preconscious selection and arrangement. Already We have noticed, 

in treating the intellectual pattern of experience, how the detached spirit, of 

enquiry cuts off the interference of emotion, and conation, how it pemtrates 

observation with the abstruse classifications of science, how it puts the uncon -. 

scious to work to have it bring forth the suggestions, the clues, the perspec- 

tives that emerge at unexpected moments to .release insight and call forth a de- 

lighted Eureka. In similar fashion,, the dramatic pattern of experience pene- 
i 

tratos,below the surface of consciousness to exercise its own domimtion and con - 

trol and to effect, prior to conscious discrimination, its on selections and ar- 

rangements. Nor is this 'aepect of the dramatic pattern either surprising or 

novel; there cannot be selection and arrangement without rejection and exclusion; 

and the function that excludes elements from emerging in consciousness is now. 

familiar as Freud's censor. . 

Since, then, the donando of neural patterns and processes 

are subject to control, and selection, they aro better named demand functions. 

They call for some psychic representation and 83 me conscious integration, but 

their specific requiromonts can be met in a variety of different manners. 'In 

the biological pattern of experience, where both unconscious vital process and 

conscious striving pursue the same end, there is, indeed, little room for diver- 

sification amebic contents. But aesthetic liberation, artistic creativity, 

and the constant shifting of the dramatic . setting opon up vast potentialities. 

All the world's a stage and not only does each in his time play many parts but . 

also the many parts vary with chages of locality, period and social milieu. Still, 
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there are limits to this versatility and flexibility. The demand func- 

tions of neural patterns and processes constitute the exigence of the 

organism for its conscious complement; and to violate that exigence is 

to invite the anguish of abnormality. 

2.7 Dramatic Bias. 

Just as insight can be desired, so too it can be .un- 

wanted. tesides the love of light, there can be a love of darkness. 

If prepossessions and prejudices notoriously vitiate theoretical inves- 

tigations, much more easily can elementary pausions bias understanding 

in practical and personal matters. Nor has such a bias merely some 

single and isolated effect. To exclude aiì insight is also to exclude 

the further questions that would arise from it and the complementary 

insights that would carry it towards a rounded and balanced viewpoint. 

To lack that fuller view results in behavior that generates misunderstand- 

ing both in ourselves and in. others. To suffer such incomprehension 

favors a withdrawal from the outer drama of human living into the inner 

drama of phantasy. This introversion which overcomes the extroversion, 

native to the biological pattern of experience, generates a different- 

iation of the persona that appears before others and the more in imate 

ego in the day -dream is at once the main actor and the sole spectator. 

Finally, the incomprehension, isolation, and duality rob the development 

of one's common sense of some part, greater or less, of the corrections and 

the assurance that result from learning accurately the tested insights 

of others and from submitting one's own insights to the criticism based 

on others' experience and development. 

2.7 -1 Scotosis. Let us name such an aberration of understanding 

a scotosis, and let us call the resultant blind spot a scotoma. Funda- 
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mentally, the scotosis is an. unconscious process. It arises, not in 

conscious acts, but in the censorship that governs the emergence of 

psychic contents. None the less, the whole process is not hidden from 

us, for the, merely spontaneous exclusion of unwanted insights . is not 

equal to the total range of eventualities. Contrary insights do emerge. 

But they may be accepted as correct, only to suffer the eclipse that 

the bias .brings about by excluding the relevant further questions. Again, 

they may be rejected as incorrect, as mere bright ideas without a solid 

foundation in fact; and this rejection tends to be connected with a rat- 

ionalization of the scotosis and with an effort to accumulate evidence 

in its favor. Again, consideration of the contrary insight may not 

reach the level of reflective and, critical consciousness; it may occur 

only to be brushed aside in an emotional reaction of distaste, pride, 

dread, horror, revulsion. Again, there are the inverse phenomena. 

Insights that expand the scotosis .can appear to lack plausibility; they 

will be subjected to serutinii. and as the subject shifts to and from his 

sounder viewpoint, they will oscillate wildly between an appearance 

of nonsense and an appearance of truth. Thus, in a variety of manners, 

the scotosis can remain fundamentally unconscious yet' suf fer the attacks 

and crises that generate in the mind a mist of obscurity and bewilder- 

ment, of suspicion and reassurance, of doubt and rationalization, Of 

insecurity and disquiet. 

2.7 -2 Repression. Nor is it only the mind that is troubled. The 

scotosis is an aberration, not only of the understanding, but also of 

the censorship. Just as wanting an insight penetrates below the sur- 

face to bring forth schematic images that give rise to the insight, . so 

not wanting in insight has the opposite effect of repressing from con- 

sciousness a scheme that would suggest the insight. Now this aberra- 

tion of the censorship is inverse to it. Primarily, the censorship is 
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is constructive; it selects and arranges materials that emerge in con- 

sciousness in a perspective that gives rise to an insi ght; ' this posi- 

tive activity. has by implication a negative aspect, :for other materials 

are left behind and other perspectives are not brought to light; still, 

this negat ive';aspect of positive activity .does not introduce any ar- 

rangement, or perspective into the unconscious demand functions of neural 

patterns and pro cesses. In . contract, the aberration of the censorship 

is primarily repressive; its positive activity is to prevent the emerg- 

ence into consciousness of perspectives that would give rise to unwanted 

insights; it introduces, so to speak, the exclusion of arrangements 

into the field of the. uno onsci oue ; it dictates the manner in which neural 

demand functions are not to .o be met.; and the negative aspect . of its 

positive activity is the admission to consciousness of any materials 

in any other arrangement or perspective. Finally, both the censorship 

and its, aberration .differ from conscious advertence to a possible mode 

of behavior and conscious refusal . to behave in that .fashion. For the 

censorship and.its aberration are operative prior to conscious advert- 

ence and they regard directly not how we are to behave but what we are 

to understand. A refusal to behave in a .given manner. is not a refusal 

to understand; . so far from preventing conscious advertence, the refusal. 

intensifies it and makes its recurrence more likely; and, finally. 

while it is true' that conscious refusal is connected with a cessation 

of the conscious advertence, still this connection rests, not on an 

obnubilation of intelligence, but on a shift of effort, interest, pre- 

occupation. Accordingly, we ere led to restrict the name, repression, 

to the exercise of the aberrant censorship that is engaged in preventing 

insight. 

2.7 -3 Inhibition. The effect of the repression is an inhibition 

imposed upon neural demand functions. However, if we distinguish be- 
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tween deMa.nds for images and demands for affects, it becomes clear that 

the inhibition will not block both in the ' same fashion. .' For insights 

arise, not from the experience of affects, but rather' from imaginative 

presentations. Hence, to prevent insights, repression will have to ' 

inhibit ' demands for images. On the other hard, it need inhibit de- 

mands for affects only if they are coupled with the undesired images. 

Accordingly, the repression will not inhibit a demand for affects, ' if 

that demand becomes detached from' its apprehensive component, slips 

along some association path, end attaches itself to some other appreh- 

ensive component. Inversely,' when there emerges into consciousness 

an affect coupled with an incongruous object, than one can investigate 

association paths, argue from the incongruous to the initial object of 

the affect, and conclude that thi o combination of initial object and 

affect had been inhibited by a repression. Nor is this cenclusion to 

be rejected as preposterous because the 'discovered combination of image 

and affect is utterly alien to 'conscious behavior. For thé combina- 

tion was' inhibited, precisely because it was alien. Insights are un- 

wanted, not because they ' confirm our current viewpoints and behavior, 

but because they .lead to their correction and revision. Inasmuch as 

the scotosis grounds the conscious, affective attitudes of'the persona 

performing before others, it also involves the repression of opposite 

combinations of neural demand functions; and these demands will emerge 

into consciousness with th e . affect detached from its' initial object 

and attached to some associ ated' and more or less incongruous ob ject. ' 

Again, inasmuch as the scotosis groundsathe conscious, affective atti -' 

tudes of the ego performing in his own private theatre, it also involves 

the repression of opposite combinations of neural demand functions; and 

in like manner these demands make their way into consciousness with the 
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affect .detached . from its initial ob jeet, and attached to some other more 

or less incongruous object. In ,Jung's terminology, the conscious ego 

is matched with an inverse non -conscious shadow, and the conscious ,per- 

sona is matched with an inverse non - conscious anima. Thus, the persona 

of the dispassionate intellectual is coupled with .a sentimental anima, 

and an ego with Imessage for mankind is linked to a diffident shadow. 

It vo uld .seem to be ultimately the sane phenomena that .are ,named ambi- 

valence by the Freudians, bipolarity by Stekel, and an alternation of 

opposites by Adler. 

2.7 -4 Performance. Apprehension and affect are for operations but, 

as one would expect, the complex consequences of the sootosis tend to 

defeat the efforts of the dramatic. actor to offer a smooth performance. 

To speak fluently or to play a musical instrument, one has to be able 

to confine attention to higher -level controls 'and to leave the infinite 

details of the execution to acquired habit. But the division of con- 

scious living between the two patterns of the ego and the persona can 

hamper attention to the higher -level controls and allow the sentiments 

of the . ego or shadow to slip into the performance of the persona. Thus, 

a friend of mine, who had been out of town, asked me how my work was 

getting on. I answered with a dreaded didactic monologue on the con- 

nection between insight and depth psychology. His laudatory comment 

ended with the remark, "Certainly, while I have been away, you have 

not been wasting l a time". 
Besides the waking performance of the dramatic actor, 

there is also the strange succession of fragmentary saves that emerge 

in sleep. Then experience is not dominated by a pattern. Not only 

are there lacking the critical .reflection and deliberate choosing that 

make waking consciousness reasonable, but also the preconscious acti- 

vity of the censor, selecting and arranging neural demands, is carried 
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out in a half - hearted and perfunctory manner. , This ' relaxation of the 

censorship, however, not only accounts for the defective : pattern of 

experience in dream -land but also explains the preponderant influence 

of the other determinant of conscious contents, namely, the neural de- 

. mand functions. Claims ignored during the day become effective in 

sleep. The objects and ̀ affects of the persona and ' of thé ego make an 

overt appearance and with them mingle the covert affects of the shadow 

and the anima attached to' tha it incongruous' objects. 

The basic meaning of the dream is its function. In the 

animal, consciousneás functions as a higher technique for the effective 

prosecution of biological ends. ' In man; not only does it fulfill this 

purpose but also provides the center for the operations of self- con- 

stituting dramatic actor. âleèp'is the negation Of consciousness. It 

is the' opportunity needed by unëanscious. vital process' to offset with- 

out interference the wear and tear suffered 'by nerves during the busy 

day. Within this function of sleep ̀ lies the function of thé dream. 

Not only hive, nérves their physical and chemical basis but also they 

contain dynamic patterns that can be restored to an easy equilibrium 

only through the offices of psychic representation and inter' -play. 

Besides restoring the organism, sleep has tò knit up the ravelled 

sleeve 'of care, 'and it does so by adding dreams in which are met ignored 

claims of neural demand functions. 

Functionally, then, the dream is a psychic flexibili- 

ty that matches and .complements the flexibility of neúral demands. If 

consciousness is to yield to the preoccupations of the Intellectual or 

of the dramatic actor, it cannot be simply a function of neùral patterns 

and processes. Inversely, if neural demands, ignored by conscious- 

ness, are to be me t without violating' the liberation of the artistic, 

intellectual, or dramatic pattern of experience, then they find their 
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oppörtunity in the dream. 

There is a further aspect to this twofold flexibility. 

The liberation of consciousness is founded on a control of apprehensions; 

as has been seen, the censorship 'sale cts and arranges materials for in- 

sight. or, in its aberration, excludes the arrangements that would yield 

insight. Inversely, the imperious neural demands are not for apprehen- 

sive psychic contents but for the conations and emotions that are far 

more closely linked with activity; thus, while we imagine much as we 

please, our feelings are quite another matter. Accordingly, since the 

dream is thepsychic safety -valve for ignored neural demands, and since 

the imperious neural demands are affective rather than apprehensive, 

the dream will appear as a wish fulfilment. This statement, of course, 

must not be taken in/the sense that the unconscious has wishes which 

are fulfilled in dreams, for wishing is a conscious activity. Nor 

again does it mean thatjthe wishes fulfilled in dreams are those of the 

conscious subject, for inverse to the ego is the shadow and inverse to 

the persona is the anima. The accurate statement is that dreams are 

determined by neural demands for conscious affects, and that the affects 

in question may be characteristic not only of the ego or the persona 

but also of the shadow or the anima. However, as has been seen, if 

the affects emergent in the dream are characteristic of the shadow or 

the anima, they emerge disassociated from their initial objects and 

attached to some incongruous object; and in this fact there now may 

easily be discerned its functional significance. The affects of the 

shadow and anima are alien to the conscious performer ; were they to 

emerge into consciousness with their proper objects, not only would 

they interfere with his sleep but also would violate his aesthetic lib- 

eration. The disguise of the dream is essential to its function of 
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securing a balance between neural demands and psychic events while pre- 

serving the integrity of the conscious stream of experience. 

Hence, to penetrate to the latent content of the 

dream is to bring to light a secret that, so to speak, has purposely 

been hidden. To equip an animal with intelligence constitutes not 

only the possibility of culture and of science but also the possibility 

of every abomination that has occurred in the. course of human history. 

To affirm the latter human potentiality in abstract terms is somewhat 

unpleasant. To proceed syllogistically from theuniversal to the par- 

ticular is distasteful. To assert that potentialities inherent in 

human nature exist in one's acquaintances, one's relatives, one's parents, 

oneself, is logical enought yet outrageous. Yet far more vivid than 

the utterance of such truths is their apprehension through insights into 

images that are effectively charged. In his waking hours men may pre- 

clude the occurrence of such insights. Even if his neural patterns 

and processes have been so stimulated as to'demand them, the demand can 

be met in a dream in which the disassociation of the affect from its 

proper object respects the immanent direction of the stream of conscious- 

ness. 

A similar functional significance may be found in the 

formation of screening memories. Of our childhood we are apt to re- 

member only a few vivid scenes and, when these are submitted to scrutiny 

and investigation, they are likely to prove mere fictions. Freud has 

divined such false memories to be screens. Behind the m a re actions 

which later understanding would view in a fashion unsuspected by the 

child that performed them. If the memory of such actions is not to 

enter consciousness,. it has to be repressed; if it is repressed, it 

undergoes the disassociation and recombination that result fromihhibi- 
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tion. In this fashion there is formed the false and screening memory 

that enables the dramatic actor to play his present role with all the 

more conviction because. he does not believe his past to differ too 

strikingly from his present. 

2.7 -5 The Main Problem. Our study of the dramatic bias has worked 

from a refusal to understand through the series of its consequences. 

There result in the mind a scotosis, a weakening of the development of 

common sense, a differentiation of the persona and the ego, an alter- 

nation of suspicion and reassurance, of doubt and rationalization. 

There follow an aberration of the censorship, the inhibition of un- 

wanted imaginative schemes, the .disassociation of affects from their 

initial objects and their attachment to incongruous yet related mater- 

ials, the release of affective neural demands in dreams, and the func- 

tionally similar formation of screening memories. However, if the 

account has made no explicit mention .of sex, this must not be taken to 

imply that the depthpsychologists have been on the wrong track. On 

the contrary, thepeculiarities of sexual development make it the ordi- 

nary source of materials for the scotosis. Because hunger and sex 

are -vital, they constitute the areas in which experience can be con- 

tracted from its dramatic to its biological pattern. But hunger is 

present from birth and its manifestations do not greatly change. 

Sexual development, on the contrary, is prolonged and, indeed, both 

organic and psychological. From birth to puberty there',occur success- 

ive specializations of the neural demand ,functions; and their term is 

not i some free combination of movements, like playing the piano, but a 

naturally determined sequence of apprehensions, affects, and movements, 

that admit only superficial modifications from the inventive dramatist. 

Inter -dependent with this change, there is a psychological transforma- 
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ti on in which the affective and submissive attitudes of the child within 

the family give place to the man self -reliantly orientating himself 

in the universe arri determining to found a family of his own. During 

the course Of this long and intricate process, there is room not only 

for waywardness motivated by strange pleasure but also for accidents, 

incomprehension, blunders, secretiveness. If adverse situations and 

mistakes occur at random, they can be offset by the excretory function 

of the dream, by the pressures and attractions of a healthy environ- 

ment, by suitable and opportune instruction, by some form of inner 

acceptance of the drive to understanding and truth with its aesthetic 

and moral implications. If thy eye be simple, thy whole body will be 

lightsome. On the other hand,',one adverse situation can follow another; 

the error and waywardness of each previous occasion can,make still more 

probable the mishandling of the next. A scotosis becomes established. 

As an aberration of the understqnding, it stands in the way of the 

proper development of affective attitudes. As an aberration of the 

censorship, it loads the neural demand functions with inhibitions. Af- 

fective demands are shifted to incongruous dream objects. Whe incon- 

gruous objects may chance to function as do normal stimuli for affects, 

and waywardness may solidify the connection. The shadow and the anima 

can become organized as demands for integrated attitudes of love or 

hatred. Eventually, a point is reached where the immanently determined 

direction of the misled stream of consciousness is no longer capable 

of providing psychic representation and conscious integration for the 

distorted neural demand functions. Then neural demands assert them- 

selves in waking consciousness through the. inadequacies, compulsions, 

pains and anxieties of the psychoneuroses.. Dramatic living has for- 

34 
Comm.on Sense 

tion in which the affective and submissive attitudes of the child within 

the family give place to the man self-reliantly orientating himself 

in the umrerse anl determining to found a family of his own. During 

the course of this long and intricate process, there is room not .only 

for waywardness motivated by strange pleasure but also for accidents, 

incomprehension, blunders, secretiveness. If' adverse situations anl 

mistakes occur at random, they can be offset by the excretory function 
..t. 

of the dream, by the pressures and attractions of a healthy environ-

ment 9 by suitable and opportune instruction, by some form of inner 

acceptance of the drive to understanding and truth with its aesthetic 

am. moral implications. If thy eye be simple, thy whole body will be 

lightsome. On tl'e other hand, .one adverse situation can follOW' another; 

the error am. waywardness of each previous occasion can.make still more 

probable the mishandling of tm next. A acotosis becomes established. 

As an aberration of the understqnding, it stands in the way of the 

proper development of affective attitudes. As an aberration of the 

censorship• it loads the neural demand functions w1 t;tl inhi bi ti ons. At-
- ' 

fective demands are shifted to incongruous dream objects. ~he incon-

groous objects may chance to fUnction as do normal stimuli for affects, 

and waywardness may solidify the conneoti on. The shadow am the anima 

can become organized as demands for integrated attitudes of love or 

hatred. Eventually, a point is reached where the immanently determined 

direction of the misled stream of' consciousness is no longer capable 

of providing psychic representation ani conscious integration for the 

distorted neural demand functions. Then neural demands assert them-

selves in waking consciousness through the. inadequacies, compulsions, 

pains and anxieties or the psychoneuroses. Dramatic living has for-



35 
Common Sense 2.7 

felted its autonomy and only through delusions can it pretend to its 

old mastery. 

Still, before this point is reached, there can occur 

the intermediate phenomenon studied by Freud in his Totem and Tabou. 

It was remarked above that the dream provides release from the random 

repressions that are more or less inevitable and that the development 

of scotosis results from the cumulative effect of successive adverse 

situations. Now, when adverse situations become the rule for most 

members of a society, then the society can survive only by providing 

a,regular public equivalent for the dream. Such prophylactic group 

therapy will exist whenever unconscious needs are met in a disguised 

manner. Dr. Stekel's deseriptioriof the theatre as mass therapy 

echoes Aristotle's statement that tragedy effects a catharsis of fear 

and pity. Nor is the invention, of such therapy in a primitive culture 

any more difficult than the invention of the cultural organization it- 

self. For the constraints of the organization give rise to corres- 

ponding dreams; the relief afforded by the dreams can be noticed; this 

advertence may be given dramatic expression; the dramatic expression 

would meet in a dis guLsed form the unconsci ous needs of the community; 

and if the dramatic expression is not included in the cultural organi- 

zation, then the culture will not survive to be investigated by an- 

thropologists. This basic mechanism admits a series of applications 

that range from knowledge issuing forth in prophylactic purpose through 

successive stages of intellectual obnubilation to close approximations 

to abnormal phenomena. Man's capacity for art and science, psychology 

and philosophy, religion and morality, operates in the primitive and 

in the uneducated without awareness of the differences between these 

departments and without any sharp distinction between them and under- 
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lying impulses' or needs. In the complex phenomena of totemism, in 

the rites of the Mother Goddess, in the myths of the Sky Gods, there 

appear reflections not only of the social organization of hunters, ag- 

riculturalists, and parasitic nomads but also of human sexuality; nor 

did the Mosaic prescription of images prevent the back - sliding lamented 

by the prophets, nor the mystical flight from sense of the Buddhists, 

eliminate the earlier Brahminism, nor the rational criticism of the 

Greeks forestall popular hatred of thejhristians. Again, there is a 

nice distinction between the sensitive mechanism that enforces a tabou 

and the rational judgment that imposes a moral obligation. Freud was 

aware that his path would have been easier if he had glazed over the 

more shocking elements in his discoveries; yet to take the easier course 

would have involved not only a violation of his intellectual convic- 

tions but also a conquest of his feelings. Still, such a coincidence 

of conscience and moral feeling can be procured not only by the determ- 

ination of judgment in accord with the feelings instilled through par- 

ental and social influence. Once feeling takes the lead, critical 

reflection can prevent an arbitrary extension of the moral code. But 

in the primitive and in the child, not only is critical reflection 

undeveloped and uñequipped but also there is little capacity to distin- 

guish between the outer constraint of commands imposed through affec- 

tion and fear and the inner implications through which reasonable jud- 

gment entails reasonable living. Then moral feelings are free to 

develop according to the psychological laws that link affects to suc- 

cessively associated objects. The taboù not only operates but also 

tends to expend in much the same fashion as the compulsion neurosis. 

2.7 -6 A Piece of Evidence. In his History of the Psychoanalytic 

Movement Freud prefaced his indictment of the secessionists, Adler 
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A Piece of Evidence. In his History of the Psychoanalytic 
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and Jung, with the statement that he had always asserted that repressions 

and the sustaining resistance might involve a suspension of understand- 

ing. But wtka re Freud recognized a consequence, we have seen an ante- 
cedent. Our study of the dramatic bias begins from the flight from 

insight . and , rather systematically, it has led us to repression and in- 
hibition, the slips of waking cors ciousness and the function of dreams, 

the aberrations of religions and morality and, as a limit, the psycho - 
neuroses. naturally, tin re arises the question whether any specialists 
in the field of abnormal disorders provide us with confirmatory evid- 

ence on the connection between repression and a refusal to understand. 
An affirmative answer is offered by Dr. Wilhelm Stekel's Technique of 

Analytic psychotherapy (The Bodley Head, Lond on, 1939). The work, 

whi ch is thoroughly practical in conception and purpose, consistently 
considers analytic treatment as a retrospective education. Once the 

differential diagnosis has excluded both somatic disorder and the im- 

minence of psychosis, the\wo rking hypothesis becomes the assumption that 
the analysand is the subject of a seat oma. A favorable prognosis re- 
quires that the patient's critical reflection and deliberate choice 

are allied with the analyst; but along with this rational attitude 
there exists a flight from knowledge that is to be cured by knowledge. 

During the analysis this flight continues to manifest itself in two 

manners named the resistance and the transference. Just as in the 

rest of his living the patient's understanding spontaneously finds 

measures of self -defence and thereby nourishes the scotoma, so in the 

intimate drama of the analysis the patient is engaged both in ddvising 

means to prevent the coming revelation and, at the same time, repressing 

the insights that would explain to him his own conduct. Such is the 

'resistance; it is plausible, ingenious, resourceful; it adapts itself 
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to each new situation; yet so far from being deliberate, it is at least 
fundamentally non -conscious. There is also the transference. The 

development of the scotoma has involved the repression of feelings of 

love or hatred for per sons in the patient's milieu; this repression 
and the consequent inhibition mean that the patient is the subject of 

neural demands for affects that, however, are detached from their in- 
itial objects; the transference is the emergence into consciousness of 

these affects directed upon the person of the analyst. 
Just as the root of the disorder is a refusal to un- 

derstand, so its cure is an insight, a "lightning flash of illumina- 

tion". Just as the refusal excluded not some single insight but an 

expanding series, so the cum consists in the occurrence of at least 
the principal insights that were blocked. It is the re- formation of 

the patient's men tality . Moreover, the se insights must o c cur, not 

in the detached and disinterested intellectual pattern of experience, 

but in the dramatic pattern in which images are tinged with affects. 
Otherwise the insights will occur but they will not undo the inhibi- 
tions that account for the patient's affective disorders; there will 
result a development of theoretical intelligence without an abreaction 

of aberration . Finally, the patient is not to be thought capable 

of curing himself; for the cure consists precisely in the insights 
which arise from the schematic binges that spontaneously the patient re- 
presses; and even if by an extraordinary effort of intellectual detach- 

ment the patient succeeded in grasping in part what he was refusing 

to understand, this grasp would occur in the intellectual pattern of 

experience and so would prove ineffectual; indeed, the effort would 

be likely to produce an obsession with analytic notions, and there 
would be some danger that such merely theoretical insight would tend 
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to innoculate the patient against the benefit of a true analytical 
experience with its dramatic over -tones. . 

The analyst, then, is needed. To perform the dif- 
ferential diagnosis, he must know medicine. Otherwise he will risk 
not mere ly mi ni st er i ng to the mind when the body is ill but also at- 
tempting to treat psychotics and so acquiring the reputation of driving 

people insane. Further, the analyst must himself be free from scotoma; 

a bias in his understanding of himself will also be a bias in his un- 

derstanding of others; and this is all the more dangerous if he at- 
tempts to follow Dr. Stekel's active therapy. This active therapy 

rests upon knowledge that is parallel in structure to common sense. 

As has been seen, common sense consists in a basic accumulation of in- 
sights to which must be added further insights derived from the situa- 
tion in hand. Similarly, the analysi's knowledge has two parts. There 

is the basic accumulation derived from an academic formation and from 

personal experience. It consists in an understanding of the psycho - 

neuroses or parapathies in their origins, their development, their re- 
sults; it is a grasp of a vast manifold of possibilities; it involves 

an ability to proceed from a patient's biography and behavior, his 
dreams and associations, to a grasp of his precise flight from know- 

ledge. "Weyer, that precise flight was the hidden component of an 

individual history; it possesses not merely typical features butfalso 

its own particular twists and turns; and it continues to be operative 

in the analytical situation. The analyst has to outwit the resist- 
ance. He has to discern the transference, be able to make capital 
of it , and know when to end it. He has to be able to wait for favor- 

able opportunities, ready to take the initiative when the occasion 
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calls for it, capable of giving up when he is defeated, and ingenious 

in keeping things going when he sees he can win. In this complicated 

ani dangerous chess -game, he has to be gaining insight into the patient's 
basic trouble, winning ,his confidence by the explanation and removal 

of superficial symptoms., and preparing the way for the discovery of the 

profound secret. Finally, he has to be able to end the analysis, 
stiffen the analysand to self -reliance, contribute what he can to the 

happy ending in which both need of the analyst and disturbing memories 

of th^ analysis pass away. 

It is time to revert to our question. Does there 

exist empirical evidence for the assertion that the suspension of 

understanding is not merely a possible consequence but also a genetic 

factor in psychogenic disorder? Unfortunately there are divisions 
among specialists in the field and so, instead of giving a single ans- 

wer, I must give two. 

To those not disinclined. to agree with Dr. Stekel, 

one may say that there exists empirical evidence for a psychotherapeutic 

notion in the measure that the notiOn is operative in actual treatment, 
that it is operative in the treatment of all types of disorder rather 
than in a partial selection of types, that it survives prolonged and 

varied experience, that the survival contrasts with a readiness to 

drop unverified notions, that failures cannot be traced to the notion 

in question. Now Dr. Stekel has attained an international position 
both as an analyst and as a writer of technical works; he is able to 

describe his Technique of Analytic Psychotherapy as the fruit of thirty 
years' experience; in that book the-analyst's working hypothesis is 
that the patient is suffering from a scotoma and the analyst's goal is 
to lead the patient towards a "lightning flash of illumination"; this 

view dominates the whole treatment and is relevant to the whole class 
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of parapathies or psychoneuroses; finally, there is a good deal of evi- 

dence for Dr. Stokel's independence of mind and his readiness to abide 

by results. 
However, there perhaps are those to whom Dr. Stekel's 

favor for an opinion provides presumptive evidence that the opinion is 
erroneous or at least rash. To them I would point out that the pros- 

ent issue is not the validity of the whole of Dr. Stekel's theory and 

practice but solely the )existenc a of empirical evidence for a single 

correlation. I am not asking for t 1e adoption of Dr. Stekel's active 

re thod ; I am not even urging that analytic treatment is desirable; 
my concern is restricted to a theoretical issue, and ray4uestion is 
whet her or not evidence exists. It seems to ins that a negative answer 

is impossible. Even if one prescinds entirely from Dr. Stekel and 

his pupils, still there occur other analytic treatments in which the 

cure operates through knowledge; but the knowledge in question is of a 

particular kind; it is not sensitive knowledge apart from organization 

through insights , for hypnosis is not a satisfactory method; it is not 

knowledge on the level of critical reflection and judge nt, for delus- 

ions are not the principal characteristic of psychoneurosis; it is 
the intermediate factor that we have been investigating under the name 

of insight, and on the present theoretical level it makes no differ- 
ence whether the patient be led to the insight by an active method or 

left to discover it for himself by a passive method. 

2.7 -7 A Note on Method. There is a final point to be made, and it 
regards the significance for depth psychology of recent development s 

in scientific methodology. At the turn of the century mechanist 

determinism was still the wor ld -view dominant in scientific circles. 
Freud's discovery and development of th4otion of psychogenic disorder 

came at the ambiguous moment when the old outlook was about to dissolve 
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and, as one might expe ct , the ambiguity of the moment forced ambiguity 

upon his work. Were mechanist determinism correct, then. neither 

normality nor disorder could be psychogenic; Laplace's demon em ld 

calculate both from the world distribution of atoms in any basic situa- 

tion; Freud could be said to introduce a new name and a new technique 

inasmuch as he dealt with collocations of atoms through their psychic 

appearances; but Freud could not be credited with the discovery of an 

autonomous science. On the other hand, if mechanist determinism is 

incorrect, .the category of the psychogenic promptly assumes a signifi- 

cance that Freud him:lf could not suspect. Let us attempt to clar- 

ify this point. 

As we have seen, empirical science is the determina- 

tion of correlations verified in observables. Mechanism is the 

additional determination to invent what is neither a correlation nor 

verified nor observable. What is so invented, is pronounced real 

and objective; and in comparison with this fictitious treasure, the 

observable becomes the merely apparent. Thus, in nineteenth century 
physical theory, the aether is real and objective, and its properties 

resembling, say, a sponge -like vortex are what make electro -magnetic 

equations true. Nor is this all. Because verified correlations 

are attributed to imagined atoms or aether, they are not abstract but 

concrete; and once classical correlations are considered to be concrete, 

determinism follows and the possibility of statistical laws, except 

as a confession of ihnorance, rigorously is excluded. 

Now Freud's own investigations threw some doubt on 

the scientific character of mechanist ob je ctivati on. He was aware 

of the importance of extroversion in the object - finding that pertains 

to the psychic side of sexual development. He could appeal to pro- 

jection to account for the transformation of the unconscious ill -will 
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of primitives to deceased relatives into the explicit ill -will of the 

departed spirits to the bereaved mourners. But;he had no intention 

of going back over thepath traversed by Galileo and Descartes, Hobbes 

and Berkley, Hume and Kant. Nor did the methodology of than contem- 

porary science provide him with a canon of parsimony that restricted 

scientific affirmation to verified correlations and to observables. 

On the contrary, on many occasions Freud represents the outlook of 

his time and tends to regard observable psychic events as appearance 

and unobservable entities as reality. What precisely is the libido? 

Is it what is known either by observing nerves or by observing psychic 

events or by correlating these observables or by verifying these cor- 

relations? Or is it a construction that stands to Freud's verified 

correlations in much the same manner. as the spong- vortex aether once 

stood to electro- magnetic equations? To resolve the ambiguity, if 

it can be resolved, would call for an investigation by a trained ex- 

pe rt in the history of s cie nee . 

Again, Freud was professedly determinist. But in 

so far as determination is operative in Freud ' s work, it amounts to 

the postulate that there is a reason for everything, even for numbers 

that one appears to select at random. But if one admits that soma 

reasons are only probable, that postulate becomes compatible with sta- 

tistical laws; and if Laplace has failed to exclude probability from 

physics, there is little likelihood of its being excluded from psy- 

chology. There is a more momentous consequence. For the acknowledge- 

ment of statistical laws gives a new status to the science of psy- 

chogenic health and psychogenic illness. Neural determinants settle 

not unique psychic events but sets of psychic alternatives. Psychic 

determinants acquire an independent function of selecting between 

neurally det ermined alt ernati ves It becomes possible to conceive 
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two distinct sets of schemes of recurrence, one conscious and the other 

non -conscious, where each set follows its own classical and statistical 

laws yet through its own laws is linked to the other set. Then, 

psychichealth is the harmony of the two processes, conflict and break- 

down are their incompatibility, psychogenic aberration is a direction 

of the stream of consciousness that heads towards break -down, and 

analytic treatment is at once a reorientation of the stream of con- 

sciousness and a release from neural obstructions with a psychic origin. 

This is no more than a thumb -nail sketch but, if neural determinants 

admit psychic alternatives, the psychic can acquire an independent 

role, and that inieperdence is the basic significance of statistical 

laws in the conception of psychic and neural relations. Moreover,' 

our whole presentation has been careful to observe the canons of par- 

simony and of statistical residues; we have spoken simply of intelli- 

gible relations between psychic events under the name of patterns of 

experience andof intelligible relations between neural events under 

the name of neural patterns; nor were neural patterns conceived as 

unique determinants of psychic events but, on the contrary, they in- 

volved no more than neural demand functions capable of being satisfied 

in many ways. 

There is a further aspect of the matter. On the 

assumption of mechanist determinism, one may speak of the actual, of 

the necessary, and of the impossible; but within the confines of that 

view there is no room for the potential, for what really could occur 

yet in fact may not occur. On the other hand, once statistical laws 

are adcnowledged, the potential assumes its proper stales; each pres- 

ent situation is the potential for a variety of future situations, 

none of which is necessary, none of which is impossible, yet only one 
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of which will arise. Moreover, this notion of the potential is needed 

for the adequate conception of Freud's discoveries; the censorship, 

whether constructive or repressive, pertains to the potential of fu- 

ture conscious states ; the neural demand functions similarly pertain 
to that potential; the situations, favorable or adverse, in which 

experience occurs, pertain to the potential of the experience. The 

unconscious, that is never conscious, is the neural. The preconscious, 
that can become conscious, is the potential. The repressive censor- 

ship is a negative potential opposed to a positive potential arising 
from the neural and the situation. 

A final point has to be made. Freud hesitated for 

a year before publishing his Interpretation of Dreams. His conscien- 

tious devotion to the insights he had won made him stress aspects of 

his discoveries that he knew full well would arouse resistance, oppos- 

ition, and vituperation. But while I cannot but admire the self - 
sacrifi cing devotion to conscience in a man sometimes supposed to have 

abolished guilt, I must point out that this loyalty was directed less 
to his own discoveries than to the mechanist determinism current in 
the scient ific milieu of his age. There is nothing revolting or 

shocking in the affirmation that man has a commonly rejected potential 
for parricide, cannibalism, incest, and suicide; otherwise, those 

unpleasant names would not exist Freud's difficulty arose because 

determinism eliminated the notion of the potential to leave only the 

actual, the necessary, and the impossible; and it was further com- 

plicated by the mechanist obsession that has to invent an unobservable 

reality and has to regard as mere appearance the observable and as 

mere thinking the verified correlation. As yet , we have not been 

able to state what we believe the real and objective to be, nor even 
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of which will arise. More over, this no ti on of the potent ia 1 is needed 

for the adequate conception of Freud's discoveries; the censorship, 

whether constructive or repressive, pertsins to the potential of fu

ture conscious states; the neural demand functions similarly pertain 

to that potential; tre situations, favorable or adverse, in which 

experience occurs, pertain to the potential of the experience. The 

unconscious, that is never conscious, is the neural. The preconscious, 

tm t can become conscious, is the potential. The repressive censor-

ship is a negative potential opposed to~ positive potential arising 

from the neural am the si tua. ti on. 
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his discoveries that he knew full well would arouse re~istance, oppos-

iti on, and vituperation. But while I cannot but admire the self-

sacrificing devotion to conscience in a man sometimes supposed to have 

abolished guilt, I must point out that this loyalty was directed less 

to his own discoveries than to the mechanist determinism current in 

the scientific milieu of his age. There is nothing revolting or 

shocking in the affirmation that man has a commonly rejected potential 

for parricide, cannibalism., incest, and suicide; otherwise, those 

unpleasant names would not exist • Freud's difficulty arc se because 

determinism eliminated the notion of the potential to leave only the 

actual, the necessary, and the impossible; and it was further com

plicated by the mechanist obsession that has to invent an unobservable 
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reality and has to regard as mere appearance the observable and as 

mere thinking the verified correlation. As yet , we have not been 

able to state what we believe the real and objective to be, nor even 
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to say whit is meant by a thing, a man, a person. In due course we 

hope to do so. But, at least, we can conclude that within a scient- 
ific context, controlled by the canons of parsimony and of statistical 
residues, Freud's spectre tends to vanish, The latent content of 

the dream, so far from revealing the "real" man, exhibits mexe ly po- 

tentialities rejected not only by waking but also by dreaming con- 

sciousness. 
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