Chapt r VI: Com'on Sanse

Tho illustrative basis of our. study must now he broadened.
In the previous five chapters, precision was our primary objective, and so ourl
exanples were taken from the fields of matheimatics znd physics. Still the oc-
currernce of insight is not restricted to the minds of mathematiclans, vhen
doing mathenatics, (md; to the minds of physicists, when engaged in that departe-
ment of science. On the ccntrary, one meetsbintélligence'in every walk of
life. There cro intelligent far:ers and craftsmen, intelligent employers and
workers, intelligent technicians and rechanics, intclligent doctors and lavyers.,
intelligen£ politicians and diplomats, There is intelligence in industry and
conzerce, in finance and‘taxgtion, in journalism and public rslations, There
is'intelligence in the home and in friendship, in conversation and ip sport,
in the arts end in entertainment. 1In every case the.ran or woman of intelli-
gence is marked by a greater readiness in catching on, in getting the_point,
in geeing the issue, in gracping 1mplicationé, in acquiring knoﬁ-how. In
4their speech‘und éction the rame characteristics can be discerned, as were set
forth in describing the act ;hat releared Archimedes' Eureka. For Ineight is
ever the sume, and even its most modest achievements are rendered conspicuous
by the contrastiné, if reassuring, occurrence of examples of obtuseness and
stupldity. ' |

The present chapter falls into three main sectionsf In the
first the parallel between empirical science and common sense is examined.
In the recond and third, attention is drawn to fundanental differences. Vhile
empirical science secks the relations of things to one another, common sense is
content to know tﬁe relations of things to us, Despite its deceptive simpli-
city, this undertaking is amblguous, Kot only is the development of comion
sense a change in us, but also comuon sense is prrctical and devotes itself

to changing the things related to ue, While empirical science endeavours to



grasp the relaﬁiohé‘betuaen the fixed natures of things, cormon sense ceeks to
relate two variables and, by that very effort, brings about their variation.
Accordingly, tha sccond main section of this chapﬁer examines the subjective
aspect of corron sense, and the third section turns to the effects of comzon

gense practicality,

1. Common Scnse as Intellectual.

| The light and drive of intelligent inquiry unfolds methodically
in mathematics ana empiricgllécience. In the human child it is a secret '
ﬁénder that, once the mystery of 1aﬁguage has been unravelled, rushes forth in
a cascade of questions, Far too-sdon, the questions get out of hand, and .
weafy adults are driven to ever more frequent use of the blanket answer, "y
dear, you cannot underptand that.yet", - The rhild would understand everything
at once, It does not' suspect that there is a strategy in the accumulation of
insights, that thelanSVers to many questions depend on answers to still other
queétions, that, often enough, advertence to these other questions arises only
from the insight ﬁhaf to meet interesting questions one has to begin from guite
" uninteresting ones. * There is;'then, comron to all men, the very spirit of in-
quiry that éonﬁtiiﬁtés the'sc;entific attitude. But in its native state it
is untutored. Ouf'intellectuﬁl careers begin to bud in the incessant "What?"
and "Why?" of childh;od“- They floﬁer only if ve aro willing, or.constraired,
to learn howito learn. They bring forth fruit only after the discovery that,
if we.feally would master the answers, we somchow have to find them out for
ourselves, . |

Just as there is spontaneous inquiry, o too there is a spon-

taneous accumlation of‘related'inéights; ' For questions are not an aggregate

of isolated monads, * In so far as any question is followed by &n insight, one



Comon Sense 1, . 3

has only to act, or to talk, or perhaps merely to think on the basis of that
insight, for its inoonpleteness to come to light and thereby generate a fur-
ther question. In so far as the further queetion is in turn met by the
gratifying response of a further insight, once more tho same process uill re-
veal another aspect of incompleteness to give rise to stil] further quostions
and still further insights, Su ch 1s the spontaneous process of learning.
It is an aecumuletion of insights in vhich each’eucceesive act complements the
accuracy and covers over the deficlency of thoee that went before, Just as
the mathematioian advances from images through insights and formulations to
 symbols that stimulate further insights, Just as the scientist advances from
data through insights and formulations to experiments that stimulate further
insights, so too the spontaneous and self—correcting procese of learning is a
circuit in which insights reveal their short-comings hy putting forth deeds
or vorde or thoughts and, through thet revelation, prompt the further questions
that lead to complementary insighte, : H

Such learning is not without teaching. ?or teaohing is the
communication of insight. It throws out the clues, the pointed hints, that
lead to insight. It cajoles attention to drive euay the distracting images
that stend in insight's way, | It puts the further questions, that reveal the
need of furtier insights to modify and complement the acquired store. It has
grasped the etrategy.of developing intelligence, and so beginslfrom the simplo
- to0 advance to the:more complen. Deliberately and eiplicitly, all this is done
by professional teachere that know‘their Job. But.the point we would make is.
that 1t also is done, though unconsciously and irplicitly, by parents with their
offspring and by equals among themselves., Talking is a basic human art, By
it each commnicates to others what he knows and, at the same time, provokes
"~ the contradi ctions thet:direct hie'ettentian‘to'uhet he has overlooked., Again,

far more impressive than talking is doing. Deeds excite our admiration and
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stir us to emulation. Ve watch to se: how'things are done. We experiment to
see 1f we can do them purselves! Ve watch again po discover the oversights
that led to our fallures. in this fashion the discove;ies and inventions of
individuals pass into the possession of many, to be checked against their exper-
ience, to undergo the scrutiny of their further questiéns, to be modified by
their improvements: By the samo token, thespontaneous collaboration of indiv-
iduals is also the communal develoﬁmep@_of'intelligencé in the family, the tribe,
the nation, the race., Not only’dfétﬁéﬂiborn with a native drive to inquire
'and‘understand; they are born into a community:that possesses a common fund of
tested answers, and from that fﬁhd_egch’may draw his'variable share, measured by
" his capacity, his iﬁierbsts;,and his energy. Not oniy does the self;correéting
process of learning unfold with;n the private consciousness of the individual;
for by speech and, still more, by example, there 1is effected a sustained com=
munication that at once disseminates and tests and improves every advance to
make the achievement of each successive generation the starting-point of ﬁhe
:next.

From a tpontaneous inquiry, the spontaneous accumulation of
related insights, and the spontaneous collabofation of communicaiién;, we have
worked towirds the notion of commoﬁ sense as an intellectual development.
Naturally enough, thero will arire thovqunstion of the precise invantory of
this public sﬁore. How does it define its terms? Yhat are its postulates?
Yhat are the cocnclusions it infers from these premires? But if the quastion
ic obvious encugh, the answer is more difficult, For ths aneswer rests on one
of those queer insights that‘merely grasps tho false suprosition of the qu:stion.
Definitions, postulaites, and infercsnces are the formu1ation of general knowledge.
They regard,‘not‘the particular butjthe_uniVersal, not the concrete but the
abetract, - Common sense, unlike the sciences, is a qucialization of ihtellig- -

ence in the particular and the concrete. ~ It is conmon witholt being general,

'
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for it consists in a set of insights that remains incompletes, until there is
added gt least 6he further insight into the sitﬁation in hand; and; once
. that situation has passeﬁ, the added insight is no longer relevant, so that'
common sense at once reverts to 1t$ norral state of incompleteness, Thus,
common sense may seom to argus from analogy, bul its analogies defy iogical
formnulation. The.analogy that the logiclan can examine 1s merely an instance’
of the heuristic premise that similars afe similarly understood. It can yield
a valid argument, only if the twp concrete si£uations exhiﬁit no significant
diesimilarity. = But cémmon sense, because it does not have to be articulate,
can operate direétly froa its accumulated inéights. In correspondence with
the sivilarities of situations, it can appeal to ah.incompleta set of insights,
In correspondence with the significant difference of rituations, it can add the
different insights relevant to each, - Again; conron gense may seem to generalize.
But a generalization proposed by common sense has quite a different meaning
from a generalization proposed By science. The sclentific gereralization
aims . to offer a premise from which correct deductions can be drawn. But the
- generalizations issued by common sense nre‘not meant to be premises for deduc-
tions, Rather they would commqnicate pointefa that ordinarily it is well to
bear in mind. Froverbs are older far than prinbiﬁles and, like rules of gram-
mar, they do_not lose their Qalidity because of their numsrous exceptions. For
they aim to express, not the scientist's rounded set of insights that either
holds in every instance or in none at all, but the incomplete set of insights
which is called upon in every concrete instance but becomss proximately relevant
only after a good look around has resulted in the needed additional insights.
Look before you leap ! |

| Not only does coumon sence differ from logic and from science
in the meaning it attaches to analogies and gonerallzations, 1In all its ut- °

terances it operates from a distinctive .viewpoint and pursues an ideal of its:
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own, The heuristic assumptions of sclence anticipato the determination of
natures that always act in the eame fashion under similar circumstances and;
as weil, the determination of idéal norms of probability from which events di-
verge only in a non-systematic manner. Though the scientist 1s aware that he
will reach these doterminations only through a gsories of approximations, stili
he also knows that even approximate determinations must have the logical prb-
perties of abstract truth., Terms, then, musf be defined unamblguously and
they must -always be employed oxactly in that unambiguous meaning, Postulates
must be stated; their presuppositions must'bevexaminod; their implications must
| be explored. Automatically there results a téchnicai language and a formal
mode of spéech. Not only 1s one compelled to say what one means and to mean °
what one says, but the correspondence that.obtains between saying and meaning
has the exact.simplicity of such primitiva'utierunées as, This is a cat, Common -
sense, on the other hand, nover aspires to,univeraélly valid knowledge and it
Inever attempt; exhaustiﬁe communication. Its concern is the concrete and par-
ticular, its function is to master each situation as it arises., ' Its pro-
cedure is to reach an 1pc0mplete'set of insights that is to be completed only °
by adding on each occasion the"further insights that scrutiny of the occasion
reveal, It would be an error for comion sense to attempt to formulate its in-’
complete set of insights in definitions and postulates and to work 6ut their
presuppositions and implications. For‘thé incomplete sot is not tho understand-
ing either Sf any concrete situatlon or of any general truth} Equally, it
w&uld be an error for common sense to attempt a systematic formulation of its \
completed set of insights in some particular case; for evaﬁy systomatic formu«
lation envisageé the universal; and every concrete situation is;nrticular. It
follows that common sense has no use for a technical languaga and no tendency
towards a formal mode of spesch, It agrees that one muat %yy what one means’

and mean what one says, Fut its correspondenco between saying and meaning 1s
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at‘once subtle and fluid. =As the proverb has it, a wink is‘es good as a nod,
For common sense nct merely. says what ii means; it says it to some one; it
beginsuby exploring the'cther feliow's intelligence; it advances by determining
‘ﬁhat further insights have to be communicated to him; it undertakes the communi-
cation{ not as an exercise in formalclogic,'but as a work of ary; and it has at
its diSposai not merely all the :esotrcee of lapguage,bﬁt‘also the support cf :
»modulated tcneband changing vclume, the‘eloquence of facial exp:ession,'the
emphasis of gestures, the effectivenese of pauses, the suggestivenese of questions,
the significance of omiesions. _it fo11ous that the only interpreter of common
gbnse ufterances is common sense. - For. the relatien betweee sayihg and meaﬁing
is the relation betueen spnsible prneentations and intellecﬁuel graep, and if _
that relation can be as simple and exact .as in the statement, This is a ‘cat, it
can aleo take on all the delicacy and sugtlety, all the rapidity and effectiveness,
with which one incarnate intelligence can communicate its graep to anothor by
grasping what the other has yet to grasp end what act or eound or sign would make
him grasp it. Suchva procedure, clequy, is 1ogical, if by ”lcgical“ you‘mean
‘ﬂintelligent and ;easonaﬁb", With equal'clearhese, such a procedure is nct ’
iogical, if by‘"logical" you mean cocformity to a set of general rules valid in
every instance of a defihed range; for no set of general rules cen'keep paca

with the resourcefulneee of intelligence in its adaptations to the possibilities
and exifencies of concrete tasks of self-conmunication,

Just as the elliptical utterances of co@hon gsense have a dee?er

ground than many ltzicians and practically all controversialists ‘have managed to
_reach, 8o too the plane of reality cnvisaged by common sense meaning is quite
distinet from the plane that the sclences explore, It has been sald that the
advance of science is from description to explenation, from things us reiated

to our senses through meesufements to things as related to one another; It_ie :

1

clear that common sense is not concerned with the relations of things to one
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another, and that it does'not amploy the technical-termé that scientists invent
to express those.rélations. Sti11, this obvious difference provides no pre-
mise for the.inferégce that the object of scientific description is. the same

as the iject of cdmmon sense communigatioh. . It is true enough that both types °
" of ﬁtte;ance deal with things as related to'our senses, ~ But alro it is true
that they do, so from differant viewpoinﬁs and with different ends. Scientific:
description is the work of a tralned scientific observer, It satiéfies the
logiclan's demand for complete articulateness ard exhaustive statement, It
reveals the imprint of the scientist's anticipation or_attainmentvof the pure.
conjugates that exﬁress the relatiohslof things to one another, For, though
sclentific &Qscription deals with tlings as rolated to our senses, it does so with
an ulterior purpose and under the guidancé”of a method that strains towards its
realization, Common sense, on the other hand, has no theorotical inclinatiéns,
It remains completely in the familiar world of things for us,  The further
questions, by uhich it aocumulates insights, are bounded by the interests and

%

concerns of human‘living, by the succsssful performance of daily tasks, by the
discovery of 1mmediate solutions that will work,’ Indeed, the supreme canon

of common sense is the restriction of furpher questions to the realm of the
conorete and particular; the immediate an? practical. To advance in common
sense is to restrain the omnivorous drive’of inquiring intelligence and to

brush aside as irrelevant, if not silly, any question whose answser would not

make an immediately palpable difference, Just as the scientist rises in sterﬁ :
protest against the introduction into his field of metaphysical questions.that

do not saiisfy his canon of selection, so the man of common seﬁae'(agd nothing
eisq) is ever on his guard against all theory, ever blandly asking the brppon-
ent of ideas what difference they would make and, if the answer is less vivid
aﬁd less rapid than an advertisement, then solely concerned with thinking up an

excuse for getting rid of the fellow., After all, men of common gense are busy.
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They have the uorid’s work to do.

-Still, how can the world's work bo done either intelligentli
or efficieﬁtly, if it is done by mon of common sense that never béther.their
heads a minuie about aoiéntific method? That question can'be anawerad, I
think, if we begin fromanother, VWhy is 1t tliat scientists need scientific
method? Vhy must such intelligent men be encumberod with the paraphernélia
of laboratories and the dull books of spocialized libraries? Why should they -
be trained in observation and in logie? Wby chould thoy be tied down by ab- ‘
struse technical terms and abstract reasoning? Clearly it is because their.
inquiry mévgs orflfrom the familiar to the unfamiliar, from the ob;ious to the.
recondite,  They have to attend to things as related to us in’the manner that
leads to‘fhings as related to one another, Wheh they reach the univérsal ro-
lations of.things-ts one another,-ﬁhey are étraining beyond the native range of -
insight into sehsible présentatioﬁs and they need the crutches of method to fix
their gaze on things as neither seﬁsibly given nor concrete nor'particulaf.
Common sense, on the other hand, has no such aspirations. It clings to the
immediate and practical, the concreie and particﬁlar. It remains’within the
familiar world of things for us, Rockets and space platforms are superfluous,
if you intend to remain on this earth. So also is solentific meﬁhod super-
fluous in the performance of the tasks of- common sense. Like the sciences, it
is ‘an accumulation of related insights into the data of experience, Like the
sciences, it is the fruit of a vast'collaboréfibh; Like the'éciences, it has
been tested by its practical results. Still there is a profound difference. |
For the sciences ha§é‘theoratical aspirations, and common sense has none, The
sclences would speak precisely and with universal validity, but common sense
would speak only to persons and only about the conerete and particular.‘ ‘The
soiences need methods to reach their abstract and universal objects; but scien- '

tists need common sense td apply methods properly in executing the concrete
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tasks of particular investigations, just as logicians need common sense if they
are to grasp what is meant in each conerete act of human utterance, It has
beon argued that th;re‘exists a complementarity between classical and statiste
ical ihveétiggtiona; perhaps it now is evident that the whole of science, with
logic thrown in, is a'&a@elopment of intelligence that isicomplémentazy'to the
dovelopmont named common sense, - Rgtibn&lf&ﬁéiée 15 not between sclence and
common éénsé; it is a cholcs of bofh,'bf'écience to master the universal, and
of common sense to deal with the particular. =~ | |

' There fémaiﬁé tb-bérmenﬂoﬁed thé differentiations of common

sense, Fdr more than the seciences, common sense is divided into specialized
departments,  For every difference of geography, for every differcnce of occupa-
tion, for every difference of socigl arrahgements,‘there is an apprOpriaﬁe var=-
iation of common senss. At a given place, in a given job, among'a given group
of people, a man can be at-intelligent ease in overy sitﬁation in which he is
called upon to speak or‘act. He élways knows juét what is up,ujuat the right
thing to say; Just what needs to be-done; Just how to go -about it, His exper-
ience has taken him through the cycle of eventualitiéa that ocour in his milieu.
Hisliﬁtelligenca‘has been ever alert. - He has made his mistakes and from them
he has learnt not to make them twice.r He has developed theacumen that notices
shifts away fronm thé familiar routine, the ﬁoise that sizes them up before em=
"barking on a course of action, the resourcefulness tha£ hits upon the response
that meets the new iassue. He is an embodiment of the ideal of common sense,
yot his achievement is relevant only to its environment, Put him among others
in another place or at another job and, until theyvbecome familiar, until he
‘hes accumulated a fresh aet of insights, he cannét»avoid hesitancy and awkward-
~nees, Once ﬁore he must learn his way about,'oatéh on to the tricks of a

new tradoe, discern in little signs the changing moods of those wi%h whom he

deals. Such, then, is the specialization of common sense. At once, it adapts

individuals in every walk of life to the work they have chosen or theAlot that
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has ‘befallen them and, no less, it generates all those minute differences of
viewpoint and mentality‘that‘aeparate men and women, old and young, town and
counﬁry until, in the limit, ona-reachés the cumulative differénccs and mutual -
incomprehension of different straty: of society, differanf nations, different
eiviligations, and different epochs of human history.

We have been endeaworing to concelve the intellectual compon=
qnt in common sense, Our effort began from spontanious qnestions, spontaneous
accumulations of insights, spontansous collshoration in testing und improving
them, = Next, there was formulated the central notion of a habitual but incom=
plete set of insights that was completed with appropriate variations in each
concrete séffof circumstances that called for speech or action. ' It was shown
that such an intellegtual development not only aimed at mastering the concrete
and particular but éiso achioved its aim in a conerete and particular manner
that contrasted with‘the generai{?nies of logic and the general mothods of
science yqt provided a nécéSSary coﬁplement both for the concreto use of general
techniques and the concrote;épblication of gemoral conclusions., Finally, at-

tention was drawn to the differentiations of common sense which multdply, not

by theoretical differendes as do the departments of sclences, but by the empir- .

ical differences of place and time, circumstance and enviromment, -

1
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2;" Tho Subjoctive Field of Common Sense.

I there is a parallel botween a scientific éand a common sense
éccﬁhulétion'of insighta, ‘there also exists a difference.“é Where'the scientist
seeks the relations of things to one anothor, common sense is’ concerned with the
relations of thinvs to us.‘ Where the scientist‘s correlations aerve to define
the things that he relatés to one anothér; common Sense not merely relates ob-
jec%s to a subject but élsd constitutes relations of the subject‘to objects.
‘Where the scientist 18 pbiﬂdrilj engaged in knowing, common sense chnnot'devﬁ
elop without changing the subjeéti%é term in the object-to-subject relations’
that 4t knowa. SR ' |

( There is, then, a subtle ambiguity in the apparently evident
statemant that common sense relates things to us.’ For who are we? Do we not
change? Is not the acquisition of common sense 1tself a change in us? Glearly,’
an account of common sense cannot be adeqnaié without an investigation of its
subjective field. ' To this end we piobdée.lh the present section to introduce
thelnotion_of patterns of eXpériehce,‘to distinguish biological, aesthetic, "in-

; telléc{ual, and dramatic pattérné, to contrast the patterns of cénéciousneéa‘

‘with the unconsclous patterns of neural process and, finally, to indicate the
'donheétion between a flight from insight and, on the other ﬁénd, repression,

inhibition, slips of the tongue, dreama, screening nemories, abnormality and

.psychotherapy.

2.1 | Patterns of Fxperience., . '

The notion of the patt?rn of experience may best be approached
by rgmarking how abstract it is to speak of a sensation. Fo doubt, we are
all faﬁillar with acts of sseing, hearing, touching, tasting, gmelling. Still,

such acts never occur by themselves, in isolation from one other another, and

quite apart from all other events,. On the contrary, they have a bodily basis;
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they are functionally’related to bodily movements; and thé& occur in some dynamic
context that somehow unifies a manifold of sensed contents and of acts of sen=-

!

sing. )
Thus, without e&és, there 1s no seeing; and when I would see
with'my éyes, I open them,ftﬁrn ny head,'appioach,'fbcus m& gage, Without
ears, there is no hearing; and to escape noise, I must mévé beyond its range
or else build myself sound-proof walls., - Without a palate, there 1s no tast-
~ing; and when I vould taste, there are involved mévements of the body and arms,
of hands and fingers, of lips and tongue and jaws. Sensation has a bodily
basis and funciionally it is linked to bodiiy rovements,

—Nbr is this all, . Both the sengations and the bodily move-
ments are subject to an organizing control, Besides the systématic links
between senses and senaiorgans,fthero‘is,-immaﬁent in experience, a factor var-
iously named conation, interest, attention, purpose. We speak of conscious-
ness as a stream, but the stééam involves not only the temporal succession of -
different contents but aléo'directién, striving, effort. Noreover, this dir-
ection of the stream is vafiaﬂle. Thales was so intent upon the stars that
he did not see the well into which he :tumbled, The milkmaid was so indif=-
ferent to the stars that she could not overlook the well, = Still,. Thales
could have seen the well, for he was not blind and, perhaps, the milkmaid could
have been interested in the stars, for she wvas human,

There are, then, different ‘dynamic patterns of experience,
nor is it difficult for us' to say just wvhat we mwoan by ‘such a pattern. As con-
ceived, it is the formilation of an insight; but all insight arises from sensi-
tive or imaginative praéentations; and in the present case the rélevant presen=-

tations are siply the various elements in the experience that is organized by

the mttern,
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. 2.8 The Biologlcal Pattefn of Experience.

A plant draws its sustenance from its environment by pemain-
ing in a eingle place and by performing a slowly varying get of routines in
‘interaction with a slowly varying set of things. " In contrast, the effective
'environment of a carnivorous enimal is' a floating population of other animals
that move over a range of places and are more or less well equipped to deceivs
or'elude'their-pursuere. -Both plant and animal arc alive, for 1n both aggreg- ’
ates of events ineight discerns an intelligible unity that commonly is formu=
lated in terms of biological drive or purpose. . But plante adept elowly, ani-
mals rapidly, to changing situations; and if we endeavor to understand the
sudden twists end turns both of f&eeing quarry and pursuing beast of prey,
we ascribe to thep a flow of experience not unlike our own, Outer senses are
the heralde of biologicel opportunities and dangers. : Memorw'ie the file of"
supplementary information.v Imagination is the projection of courses of action.
Conation and emo@ion are the pent-up pressure_of elemental purposiveness.
Finally, the complex sequence of delicately co-ordinated bodily movements is at
once the consequence of siriving and a cause of the continuous shift of sen-
sible presemtations, ‘

In such an illustration Insight grasps the biological patfern
of experience. By eeoh'a pattern is .not meant the visible or imaginative focus
d attention offered-by the characteristic shape and appearance of an animal,
Nor, again, 1s the pattern reached by grasping that spatially eno temporally -
distinet .date. all belong to a single living thing;-‘for plants no less .than ani-
mels are alive and,fee'yet, we' have pot satisfied ourselvee_upon thelvalidity
of the notion of the‘iﬁlné; . Rether, the pattern is a set of intelligible re=
lations that link fogether sequecces of sensations, memories, images, conations,
emotions, and bodily moiemehts; and'toppame fhe pattern bioloéical is simply to |
affirn that the seqﬁencee converge’upo; terninal actlvitiee of 1ntﬁssueception

or reproduction or, when negative in scope, self-preservation. Accordingly,
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. the notion of the pattern takes us boyond behaviorism, ipésmuch as attention
is hot”confihed to external dAtai‘ it takes us beyond'poéitivism,'inasmuch as
the canon of relevance leads us to acknowledgo that there is a content to in-
"sightg but it observes the canon of parsimony by adding no more than a set of
. intelligible ralations to elemonts of experience. ' !
| A fore informative characterisation of the biologioal pattern
' of experience is to bs obtained by comparing animals and‘plants: For conscious
living is only a partEOf the animal's total 1living, As in the plant, so in
'the animal there go'forwafd immanent vital processes without the benofit of any
conscious control. The formation and'nutrition of organic otfuctures and of
their skeletal supports, tho distribution:and neural control of muscles, the
* physics of the vascular system, the chemistry of digestion, the metabolism of
the cell, all are sequences of events that fit into intelligible patterna of
'vbiological significance, Yet it is only vhen their functioning is disturbed,
fhatethey enter into consciousneso; Indeed, not only is a la;go part of animal
living non-conscioup, but the conseious part itself is intermittent. Animals
' 3leep. It is as though the full-time businoss of living called forth conscious~
ness as a part-time employeo, ocoaeionally to moet ‘problems of malfunctioning,
but regularly to deal rapidly, effectively, and economically with the external
' situations in which sustenance i to be' won and into uhich'offapring are to be
born. . | '
| Thus extroversion is & basio characteristic of the biological
pattern of experience. The bodily basis of the:sensea in senso organs, the
" functional correlation of sensations with the positions and movements of the
'ofgans, the mnemic, imaéinotivé, conatiﬁd, emotive‘consequehces;of sensible pre-
sertations, and fhé fosultihg local movements of the boﬂy, all indicate that ele-
mentary experience is concerned, not with the immanent aspects of 1living, but

with its external conditions and opportuﬁifies. Within the full pattern of

living, there 1s a partisl, intermittent, extroverted pattern of conscious livihg.
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It is this extroversion of functioﬁ that underpins the con-
frontational oloment of  consciousnoss itself, = Oonation, emotion, end bodily
© movemont are a regponse to stirmzlusj but the stimulus is over ézainst the ros-
ponge; it is a presentation through sense and memory and irmgination of what
is rosponded to, of what is to be dealt with, ° the ‘stimulating elomonts are thé
elémontary object; the responding olements aro the olementary subject. "hen
the objoct falls to stimulate, the subject is indifforont; and when non-conscious

vital process has no necd of ovter objocts, the suvbject dozes and falls asleop.

2.3 The Aesthetic Pattarn of Exporience. _

There o:dsté_in man an exvborance above and beyond the bio-
logical account-books of purposeful ploaspre and pain. (onscious living 1is
itsolf a joy that roveals itsispontanaous avthenticity in the untiring play of |
c¢hildren, in mo gtrenvous gaxﬁoa of youtn, in the exhilaration of sun-l1it
morning air, in tho swoep of a broad porspective, in the swing of a molocb‘.
Such delight is not, porhaps, excluaiwly human, for kittons play end snakes
are charmod, ut neither is’ i‘b meroly biological. One can well suspect

(/ that health and exerclse are not the dominant motice in the world of sport; and

it sooms a little narrow to claim' that good meals and fair wmen are the only
ingtances of the assthetic. Ratﬁer; one is led to acknowledge trat exper-
ience can occur for tre sake of e xporiencing, that it can slip beyond the con-
fines of sorious-minded biolggical purpose, and that this very liberat.iop is a
spontancouvs, seolf-justifying joy.

Horcover, Just és the mathematician grasps intolligible forms
in schomatic imafios, Just as the scientist _soeks intelligible sygtoms that
cdver ﬁm data of ms field, so too the ‘artist oxorcises his intelligence in
discovoring ever novel forms that unify and relate tho contents and acts of

acsthotic experience. Still, sense doog not oscape one raster nmoroly to fall
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into the clutches of amotter, Art is a two-fold frecdom. Ag it Iiberatea
exporience from th drag of biclogleal purposivenoss, so it liberates intellig-
énco from the woarying constraints of mét}:amatical pu’op'fs, sciéntific verifica-
tions, and common senso factualness. For tho validation of tho srtistic idea
ig tho artistic deed, Tho artist pstablidhes his insignts, not by proof or
verification, but by skilfvlly embodying trem in colors and shapes, in gounds |
and movemonts, in the unfolding eltuations and actions of fiction, To the
spontaneovs joy of consciovs 1iving there is added the spontancovs joy of freo -
intellectual creation. . |

The aegthetic and artistic aiso_are symbol;i.c._ Free expor-
ience and frec croatioh éro prong to Justify tremst;ives by an uvltorior purpose
or éigxﬁficanca.' Art then becomos symboliec, but what is symbolized is obscura.
It 15 an expressi'on' of tho hu?nn gubject outéi;t;;”t!e linits of adoquato intel-
lectual formulation or appraissl. It secks to mean, to comvey, to impart gomo
that is to bo roached, not through science or philosopay, but through a parti-
cipation and, "in gomo fashion, a re-enactment of the artist's :i.nspiration and
intontion.' ¢ re-sciéntific and pre-philosophicy it my strain for truth snd
value without dofining them, Post-‘oiolbgicgl, it may reflect the psychological
dopths yot, by that very fact, it will go beyond them.
| | Indeod, the very obsourity of art is in a sonse its mst
gonoric meaning. Prior to the noatly formwlatod questions of gy stomatizing
intelligenco, thoro is the doep-sot wonder in which all questions have their
gource md grovnd, As an exprogglon of the gubject, art wovld show forth that
wonder in its elemontal sweop. Again, as a two-fold 1iboratioi; of sonse and
of intelligence, art would exhibit the reality of the primary objoct for that
wonder., For the animls, safely sheathed in biological routines, are not
quosiiohs to 'bmm'selves.\ But man's artistry tegtifies to I freedom. As
he can do, s0 he carf bo what ho ploases, What is he to be? Wiy? Art may
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offer attractive or repcllent answers to theso questions but, in its svbtler
forms, it is cqntent to commnicate any of tho moods .ﬁz which guch questions

arise, to convey eny of the toncs in which trey may be answered or igmored, |

¢

2.h The Intollectual Pattorn of Experience.
| ' ' The aostbetic liboration and the frce artiet,ic control of
the flow of sensations and 1mages, of emotions and bodily movoments, not merely
R break tbe bonds of biological drive but also generate in emerience a flo:d.bi-—
1ity 't.hat rakos it a ready tool for thre spirit of inquiry.: 'Ib tre liveliness
of youth, study is hard. But in the seasomd matbemtician, gonsitive m- |
cass easily oontracts to an unruffled sequenco of symbolic notations and
schomtic imagos. In the tralned obscrveor, ovtm' genso forgets its primitive |
biological functions’ to take on a solgctive alertness ttat keops pnco with

the rofiﬂemnts of olaborate and subtle claésificatiéna. In ﬂ;o tmorist, in-
tent upon a problem, evon the sub-consciovs goea to work to yield at mexoectod
momonts tho augs_;oetive ima"oa of cluag end nﬂ.saing links, of patterns and por-
sv“octivos, tbat evoke tlﬂe desideratod 1nsignt. and the dolightad cery, Eureka.

In reflection, there ariaea a paasion]a ss,calm. Homory ferrots ovt instanqes
that would rwn countﬁr to the 'prospective judgment. ‘Imgimtion anticipates
tho stape of possibilitics trat would prove tlo judgmentl vrong. - So doop 15
the penetration, go firm tho dnminance, o st.range tho trenaformation of sonsi-
tive sponamity, that momories amd anticipations riao abova tho tlreshold of
consciousmss only if thoy poseess at least a plavsitle relevance o tho docig-

fon to be made. For the stream of sensitive axporience is a chamoleons and

ag its pattorn can be biological or artistic, so too it can becomo the automatic -

_ instrumont or, rather, the vitally adaptive collaborator of the spirit of in-
quiry. ' - ‘
l'o dubt, the frequoncy, intonsity, duration, end purity of
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the intellectual pattern of exporience are subject to groat variation. For tirey
dﬂpehd.upon native aptitude, vpon' tralning, upon age aid devolopmont, vpon ex-
tornal .circumstance, upbn tho crance that confronts ono wi.th'prdblema and that
supplies'at loast the intermittent oprortunity to ﬁo:‘c‘k towards their solution.
To be talentod is to find 'bhat one's experisnee slips ocasily :mto the intollec-
tual pattern, that one's seneitlve spontanoity responds qu:lckly 'md prmlsély to
the exigencies, ofrﬂ.nd. Insights como readily, Exact formulation follows
promptly.  Yuter sense pounces upon significant dotxdl. lemory tos;ses oﬁt -
immediately the contrary instance. Img:.mtion dovisos at once t}o contrary
~'pogeibility. Still, even u’ith talont, kndwledga makes a alow, if not a bloody,
cnjbrance;‘. To learn thoroughly. 18 a vagt undertaking that calls for relontloss
perserorancee ';b strike out’ on a now line 'and becomo more than a weck-end
colebrity calls for yoars in which one's 1ivim is moro or loss constant.ly ab=
sorbod in the offort to understand, in which one's understanding gradvally worka
round arid vp a apiral of viewpoints with each complementing its predecessor |
and only the last enbracing the whole field to be maetomd. '

2,5 The Dramatic Pat'bern of Experienee.

If nowwo 'burn to ordinary, hmnan 1iving, 1t 1s plain
that we have to do with neither ’oho biological, nor the a.rtistic, nor the in-
tellectual pattern of exporience. Still, thoro 1s a stmam of congclousness, -
and the stream involves not only sueccessbn but algo direction, Conspicuovs in
this dirsction is a concern to got things domo. Byt bohind, palpable activities,
there are .motivaa and purpo.aea‘;' and in .them it is not difficult to .discarn an
artistie or, more pweciaely, a dramat.ic component. ' .

. For humzn desires aro not s imply the biological mpulaes
of hunger for eat.ing and of sex. for mating. Indeod, man is an animal for whom
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more animality ls indecont, ‘ It is truo emough that eating and drinlg:l_.ng are
biological porformances. . But in man they are dignified by their spatial and
psychological separation from the farm, .the abattoir, the kitchenj they are or-
namented by the elaborate equipment of tho dining room, by the table mamers'
imposed vpon childron, by the deportment of adult convention. Again, clothes
are not a simple-minded mattor of keeping warm. They are the colored plumes
of birds as well as the furs of animals, Thqy .disguise as well as cover ard
adorn, 'fpr man's sensible and sensing body must not appear to bo merely a blo-
-logicél uni'b. Sox, finally, is marﬂ.feetly bioclogical yet not morely so., On
this point man can be so insistent that, within the oontext of human 1iving, 86x
bocomes_q groat mystory, shrouvded in the delicacy of indirect speach, enveloped
in an avra of romantic idealism, enshrined in the sanctity of the home,

lo only, thom, is mn capablo of aesthetic liberation and
artistic creativity, m:xt his ifiret work of art; 1g his own living, The fair, the
boavtiful, thoe admirable is embodied by man inz his own body and actions before it
is given a still freer realigation in pcd.gt.ing and sculpture, in music and poetry.
ijylal is the man before it appears in the artistic product. Still, if the style
of living is more fundamental, it also is moroconstrained. Yor man's own body
. and actions camot be treated as the’ pain'ber t!reats his uncomplaining oils and
the poot his verbal materials. As in the animal,y so also in man tmre exist the
exlgencies of vnderlying mterhls, and the pattorn of experionce has to meet
those Jo:dgencies‘ by grantir;g thom psychic rep;-eaéntétiéxi"'arxi conscious :l.ntegr'a'tion.
The biolé‘gical 'c'anmt be ignoredvand yet, in man, i‘b can be t’ransforme'd. "lhe
transformation varies wlth the 1ocali‘tar, the ﬁeriod, the social milieu 3 but thé !
occurrence of tho vari.ations only serves to reveal the existence of the variable.
Hon will clainm that they work becavse they met livos but 1t is plain that thoy
work so hard becauvse fmy must make, their ii’ving dignified, To lack ‘.that dig-‘
nity is tol guffer embarrassnnnt; shame‘;,:?‘c:_ldgradatd.on;’ 1t 1s to invito amvsement, ‘

i
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lavghter, ridicule, - Inversely, to grarrﬁ. free rein to mn's impulse for artis-,
tically manifested dignity is to set m-célied hard-headed industrialists and
financiers to tho task of stimlating arbistlo imglmbion with advortisoments.
and of meoting Lts demands with the raw materials of the sarth and with the
technology of an age of scionce. : SR _ S |

| . Such artistry i§ dramatic, It is in tho prosence of
othors, and tho others too are also actors in _fhe primordial drama that the
theatre only imitates, “If 'acsthe'tic value.s, realized in ona's own living, yield
one'the‘satisfaction of Qood.performm, sﬁill it'iswell to have the objeotivity
of "that “ satisfaction confirmed by‘th_e’ladmiratic'm of othe;ss_ it is batter to,be
vnited With othgre by winning tixe:h" approval; it s best to be bourd. to thom by
desorving and o‘qﬁaihing 'their rg’aapect and even their affection, Yor man is a
socialanﬁnalt\iﬁ_e is born in ome famjly only to -found gﬁother of his own, Mg
artistry and his knowledge accumulate over the centiries bocauso. he initates.
and 1éams from others, The exocution of his practieal schemos requires the
collaboration of othors. 5till, the nmot-work 'of man's soclal relavt:ionships_ has .
not the fixity of organization of the hive or the ant-hills nor, again, is 1t
primarily tho product of pure intelligence devising blbe-prints for himan bohavior.
Tig grovnd- is aesthétié liboration and artistic creativity, whore' the artistry
is limitod by blological exigence, inspired by examply and emulation, confirmed
by admiration and approvel, sustained by respect and affection.

Tho chiaractors in this drama of living aro moulded by the |
drama itself, As othor insights emergo. and accumulate, 50 too do the insights
that govern the imaginative projects of dramatic living, As other insights are
corrected through the trial and error that give rise to further quostions and
yield still furthor complementary ingights, so too does each individual discover |
and develop the poasible roles he mipght play and, vnder the pressure of artistic
‘and affective criteria, work out his own selaection and adaptation, - Out of the

plasticity and axvberance of childhodl through tho discipline and the play of
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education there gradvally is formed the character of the man, . It is a process
in vhich rational consclovsmoss with it roflection and criticiem, its dolibera-
tion and chdce, oxerts a decisive ini’lﬁehce. ‘ 8ti1l. thare is no deliberation -
or cl'gbice about bocoming stamped with some chara‘ctor'; ‘t;here is no deliberation
or choice about the fact that om'lpast behavior detom:l.neé our presenﬁ hé'bitual
attitudes; nor is there any approcisble effect from our préSGnt good resvluvtions
vpon our future spontanelty, Before ‘then‘e um bo reflection or criticisn,
evalvation or deliberation, ovr imginations. and Mtel}igeme"mubt_collaborate ,
‘in representing the. projected course of action that is to be submitted to reflec-
tion and crii;icism, to evalvation and ’debiaion, , Mready in the prior collabora-
tion of imagination and.intelligonce, ._tho dramatic pattern is operative, ouvt-
lining how we might behave bofore others and charging the outlﬁ.na with an artis-
tic tranafofmation of a more olanentaz"y'ag'éi%édiviﬁ’rrém vo.ffectivity. ‘ 0rrl.inary
living is not ordinary drama. 1t 1s not learning a role and devaloping in onc-
solf the feelings appropria'te toits perfomame. !"'t is not the prior task of

4
aasembllng materials and through\inaight imposing vpon them an artistic,pattern, :

For in ordinary living thore are not f%.rst tho matorisls and then the pattern,
nor first tho role and then the i‘eeliné,s.' On the contrary, the matorials that
emerge in consciousness are already pattemod, and the pattern is alroady
charged emotionally and conativoly.

2 6 Elements in tha Dramatd.c Sub;ject. | | N

] Tho giret oondition of drama 1o the possibility of acting
it out, of tho aubordina‘bion of mural process to psychic dcteminations. ng
in ‘tho animla thin subordinatlon can reach a high dogree of conplo:d.ty to ensure
large dii‘i‘erontiations of response ‘oo nuancod differences of atinruli. Hone the
less, this oomplox:.ty, g0 far from being an optional acquisition, seo@ rather

to be a natural ondowmunt and to leave the animal with a mlativuly snall capac-

'

2
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ity for learning new ways and for mastering othor than mtive skills, In con-
tra.at,' man's bodlly movements are, as it were, initially detached, fzjom theoon-,,.
ative, senaitiva, and emotive elemonts that direct and release thems To learn
to ualk is to learn to correlate poychic elements with bodily movementa, and the
human c¢hild takes a notable time to do so3 yet precisely bocavse walking is such
aiaborious acquiaition, other acquisitions are oqually posgible, The initial
plagticity md irﬂoteminacy ground the later Avarioty. Wero the planist's arms,
hands,  and fingers logked from birth in mtral o ubines of Wological stimilus
and responoe, thoy never covld learn to respond quickly and accurately to tho
sight of a musical score. To tako anothor g.llpst'ration, the production of sound.
is a complicated ot of. correlated oacilla;bglons and movementsg but the wailing
and gurgling of infants develop, throvgh theprattle of ohildron,into articvlate
gpeeach, ond this vocal activit;g; can be comnplemented with fho visual gnd manval
activities of reading and urj.tféng; the whole structure rests vpon comventional .-
slgns, yet the ondlessly complozx corralations .that are involved botwoen the
psychic and the neural have beéome automatic and spontansovs in a language that,
ono knows,: . ‘

Inveraeéi to the oo:'tgz"ol-of' the. psychic over the neural,
are .the domonde of nevral patte;rna’and- processes for pgychic mpresenﬁat.ion and
consciovs integration, .‘ Just as an appropriate, schomatic image spocifies and
leads to a corresponding insight, so patterns of chango in the optic nerve and
tho oorebrum apaoify aml lead to cormspondmg acts of aeeinb. What is trve bof '
‘sight, ia also trve ot the othor ovter genses and, though the mat'wr is far from
fully oxplorod, onc may prosumc that momory and imagination, comtion and omot.ion,
pleasuro and poin, all have their counterparts in correspozﬂing novral pmcesaes
and originate from their spocific demanda.,

It. wovld 'bo a nistake, howavar, to. suppose 'bhat such de-
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mands are vnconditional, ?ercgiving. 1s.a function not only of position relative
to an objec:b, the intqnaity of the 1light, the:health;mw of eyes, i;ut also of .
interest, anticipation, and activity. . Besides the demands of mpural processes,
there also is the pattorn of e xporience in which their demands are metj.and as
the elements that‘enter congclovsnoss am‘alfoacbr within a pattern, ‘thore mogt
be exercised some proconscious selection m':d5 arrangement, Alroady wo have noticed,
in ’oreating the intellectual pattern of experience, how £t1e detached spirit of .
enquiry cuts off the interference of emotion and conation, how it pemtrates :
observation with tﬁe abstruse classifications of scienco, how it pvts the uncon-.
scious to work to !(u;vo it bring forth the svuggogtions, the clves, the porspocs
tives that emarge at unqxgocted momonts to release inslght and qall fo:_rth a do-
lighted Evreka. In-aﬂnﬂJ;ar fashion, the dramatic pattern of experience pena-
trates below the aurfacs S.t‘ congselovarwes to exercise its own domimtion and con-
trol and to efféct, pﬂorﬂfto,comgioua discriminmation, 1its own éelections and ar-
rangoments, lor is this faa‘pecﬁ of the dramatlc pattorn either surprising or
novelj there camdt be seliection and errangement without __rejeétion and exclusion;
and the funetion that exciudes elemonts from emorging in_bonsciouénesg is mow.
familiar as Frovd's censorl.” T " o o
Since, then, the demands of neuvral patterns and prooessés
are subject to control agd solection, they aro better named demand functions,
They call for gomo psych;ic repropentation and some consciovs integration, but
their spocific requiz_-emnts can ba met in a varioty of différent maners. In
the blological ﬁattem of oxporionce, where both unconsciovs vital process and
conscious st.i'iving pursve the same end, there is, indeed, little robm for diver- .
| sification of puychic contents, - But aesthotic liberation, artistic creativity,
and the constant shifting of the dramatic setting opon vp vasi potontd.alities.
411 the world's a stage and not only does aach. in his time play mrw'parta but .
e;lso ‘the many parts vary with chages of locality, period and social miliow, Still,
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there are limits to this versatility and flexibility.' The'demand func~
tions of neural patterns'and pro cesses constitute the exigence of the
organism for 1its conscious complement; and to violete‘that exigence 1s

to invite the anguish of abnormality.

27 Dramatic Bias. | |
| Juet as insight cen be desired. 80 too it can be un-v
wanted. ﬁesides the love of light there can be a love of darkness.

If prepossessions and prejudices notoriously vitiate theoreticel inves-
tigations. much more easily cen elementary passions bias understanding

in practical and personal matters. Nor has such a bias merely some
single and isolated effect.  To exclude an:insight 1s also to exclude

the further questlions that would arise from it and the complementary
insights that would carry 1t towards a rounded and balanced viewpoint.

To lack thet fuller view results in behevior that generates mlisunderstand-
ing both 1in ourselres and in'others. To suffer such incomprehension
favors a withdrawal from the outer dérama of humen living into the inner
drama of phantasy. This introversion which overcomes the extroversion,
native to the biological pattern of experience. generates a different-
iation of the persona that eppears berore others and the more intimete

ego in the day~dream is at once the main actor and the sole spectator.
Finally, the incomprehension, isolation, and duality rob the development
of one's common sense of some part, greater or less, of the correctione and
the assurance that result from learning eccurately the tested insights.

of others‘and fron submitting one's own insights to the criticism based

on others' experience and development. |

2.7=1 Scotosis. Let us name such an eberrstion of understanding

a scotosls, ani let us call the resultant blind spot & scotoma. Funda-
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mentally, the scotosis is an<un¢oﬁscious procéss.' It arises, not in
consclous acts, but in the censorship that governs the emergence of
psychic contents, ;Noﬁe the less, the whole process is not hidden from
us, Tor the merely spontaneous exclusion of unwéntad insights is not
equal to the total range of eventualities. Contrary insights do emerge.
But they may be‘accepted as correct, only to suffer the eclipse that

tﬁé bias'briﬁgs about by excludiné the relevant. further questions. Again,
they may be rejected as iIncorrect, as mere bright ldeas without a solid
foundation in fact; and this rejection tends to be connected.with é rat- -
ionalization of the scotosls and with an effort to acéumulate evidenéeu:
in its favor. Again, consideration of the contrary insight may not
reach ihe level.of reflective gnd,brifical consciousness; it may occur
only to be brushed asids in an’emotionél reaction of distaste, pridg.
dread, horror, revulsion. Agaln, there are the inverse phenomena.
Insights that expand the scotosls can appear to lack plausibility; they
will be subjected té sqrutinyk and as the subject shifts to and from his
sounder viewpoiht. they will oscillate wildly between an appearance

of nonsense and an appearance of truth. Thus, in a variety of manners,
the scotosis can remain fundamentally unconsclous yet: suffer the attacké(
and crises that generate in the mind a mistvof obscurity and bewil@gr:
ment, of susplicion and reassurance, of doubt and rationalizatibn, 6f
insecurity and disquiet. |

2e7=2 Repression. . Nor is it only the mind that is troubled. The
scotosis is an aberration, not only_of the understaﬁding. but elso of

the censorship. Just as wanting an insight penetrates below the sur-
face té bring forth schematic imagés that glve rise to the 1insight, . so
not wantiﬁg 4n insight has the opposiﬁe effect of repressing from con-

sciousness a scheme that would suggest the insighte. Now this aberra-

tion of thé censorship is inverse to it. Primarily, the censdrship is
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is constructive; 1t selects and arranges materials that emerge in con-
sciousness‘in‘a perspective that gives rise to an insight; this posi-
tive activity has by implth&%gnAa negative aspect, for other materials
are left behind and othér péfébéctives are’ not brought to 1ight; still,
this negative 'aspect of positive activity .does not 1ntrodu¢e any ar-
rangement or perspective into the unconscious demand functions.of neural
pa%terns and ﬁfocessés. In contrast, the aberration of the censorship
1s<priﬁgrily repressive; its,pdgitive activity 1s to preyent the emerg-
ence into consciousness of_perspeétives that would give rise to unwanted
insights; it 1nt;oduées. 80 to speak, the exclusion of arrangements '
into the fidd of thé,unconscious;,it dictates the manner in which neural
demand functions are not to be met} and,the negative aspect.of 1its .
positive actifity is the admission to conscioushess of any materlals.
1h any other arrangement:or pérspective. ‘Finally, both the censorghip
and‘1ts.aberration_d1ffer from. conscious advertence to a possible mode
of behavior énd conscious refusal to behave in that .fashion. For the
censorship and 1its aberration afe oberative prior to conscious advert-
ence and they regard directly not how we are to behave but what we are .
to understand. A refusal to behave in a glven manner is not a refusal
to understand; so far from preventing conscious advertence, the refysél‘
intensifies it 'and makes its fecurrence more likely; and, finally.
while it is true that conscious.refusal 1s connected with a cessaﬁibn'
of the conscious advertence, still this connection resta; not on an
obnﬁbiiation of intelligence, but on a shift of effort, interest, pre-
occupation. Accordingly, we ere led to restrict the name, repression,
to the exercise of the abeirant censorship that 1s engsged 1n preventlng
insight. | ' ’
2;7;5 Inhibition. The effect of the repression is an inhibitlon -

imposed upon neural demand functions. -IHowever, if we distingulsh be~ .-



N 28};
Corrmon Sense R 2.7

tween demands for images end demands for affects, it becomes clear that
the inhibition will not block both in the 'same fashion. - For insights
arise, not from the experlence of affeCte,'but rather from imeginative
presentations. Hence, to prevent'insightsg repression will have to '
inhibit demands forliﬁages. * On the other haml, it need inhibit de-
nmnds for affects only if they are coupled with the undesired images.
Accordingly, the repression will ‘not inhibit & demand for affects, 1f
tha t demand becomes detached from its apprehensive compcnent, slips
along some asaooiation path, end attaches itself to some other appreh-
enslve component. - Inversely, when there emerges into consciousness

an affect coupled with an incongruous object, then one can investigate
assoclation paths, argue from the.incongruOus to the initial object of
the affect, and conclude that phiepCOmbination of iInitial object and
affeotbhad been 1nhibited by a repression. Nor is this conclusion to
be rejected as preposferous because the discovered combination of image
and affect is utterly alien to conscious behavior. For thé combina-
tion was' inhibited, precisely because 1t was alien.: Insights are un-
wanted, not because they'confirm our current viewpoints and behavior,
but because they'iead to their correction and revision. Inasmuch as
the scotosis grounds the conscious, affective ettitudes of the persona .
performing before others, it also involves the repression of opposite
combinations of neural demand functions; and these demands will emerge
into oonsoiousness with the'affect detached from its initial object

apd attached to some assoclated and more or less inoongruous object; )
Again, inasmich as the scotosis groundsothe conscious, affective atti-'

- tudes of the ego performing in his own private theatre, it also involves
the repression of opposlte combinations of neural demand functions; and

in Iike mamnner these demands make their way into consciousness with the
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affect detached from its initial,obdect‘and attaohedvto some other more
or loss incongruous'quect.\ In,Junéfs,terminology, the conscious ego
is matched with an inverse non-conscibua shadow, and the conscious per-
sona is matched with an inverse non-conscious anima. Thus, the persona
of the diapassionate intellectual is coupled with a senti@ental anima,
and an ego wilth 7hessage for mahkind is linked to a diffident shadow:
It. vould seenm to b_e ultimately the same phenomena that,are‘nam\ed ambl-~
valence by the Freudians, bipolarity by Stekel, and an alternaﬁion‘of
opposites by Adler. | |

2.7-4 Performance. Apprehension and affect are for operations but,
as one would expect. the compléx consequences of the scotoslis tend to
defeat the efforts of the dramatic.actor to orferva smooth perfofmance.
To speak fluently or to play a musical ihstrumént, one has to be able
to confine attention to higher-level cont?oléhand to leave the infinite
details of'the execut ion to acquired héhit. but the division of con-
scious living between the two patterns of theego and the persona can
hamper attention to the higher-level controls and allow the sentiments
of the ego or shadow to slip iﬁto the performance of the persona. Thus,
a friend ofAmine.vwho had been out of town, asked me Qow my work was
getting on. I enswered with a dreaded didactic monologﬁe on the con-
nection between inslght and depth psychology. His laudato:y comﬁgnt
end ed wit h the remark, "Certéinly, while I have been Away, you have |
not been wasting my time".

Besldes the waklng performance of the dramatic aqtdf;
there is also the strange successipn of fragmentary somes that emerge
in sleep. Then experience 1is not.dominated hy a pattern; Not only
are ﬁhere lacking the critical reflection and deliberate‘choosing that

qake waking consciousness reasonable, but also the preconmcious acti-

vity of the censor, selecting and arranging neural demands, is carried
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out in a hglf-hearted &nd perfunctory manner. - This relaxation of the
censorship, however, not only accounts for the deféetivejphttern of
experience in dream-land but also explains the piépondérant influence

of the other determinant of conscious contents, mamely, ‘the neural de-

“imand functions. ‘ClaimS'ignoréd during the day become effective in

sleep. The objeété and’ affects of the persona and of the ego make an
ovért appea‘rénce and with them mingle the covert affects of the éhadbwh_
and the anima attached to'their incbngruoué’objécfs. ' |

' The basic meaning of the dream is its function. Iﬁ'phe

~animal,  consciousness functions as a higher technique for the efféctiﬁé

proscécution of biological ends. ' In man, not only does it fulfill this
purpose but also provides the cehtér for the opef&tioné of self- con-
stituting dramatic actor. Sleép’'is the negation 6f‘con9cious£ess. It
is the opportunity needed by unédnacious.vitalkprocess'to offset with-
out interference the wear aend tear suffered by nerves durlng the busy N
days. - Vilthin this function of sleep‘lies the function of the dream.
Not only have nérves their phjsical’énd chemical basis but also they
contaln dynamic patterns that can be restored to an easy equilibrfﬂh
only through the offices of psychic representation and inter-play.
Besides restoring the organism, sleep has tc'knit up the ravelled
sleeve of care, and it does so by adding dreams in which are met ignored
claims of neural demand functions. '

| | Functionally, then, the dream is a psychic flexibili-
ty that matches and .complements the'flexibility of neural demands. -If
consciousness is to yleld to the preoccupations of the intellectual or
of the dramatic acﬁor. it ‘cannot be siﬁply'a function of neural patterns
and processes. Inversely, 1f neural demands, ignored by consclious-

ness, are to be me t wit hout violating the liberation of the qrtistic.q

intellectual, or dramatic pattern of experience, then they find their
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oppcrtunity im the dream.

There 1s a further aspect to this twofold flexibility.
The liberation of consciousness 1s founded on a control of apprehensions;
as has been seen, the censorship selscts and arranges materials for in-
sight or, in 1its aberration, excludes the arrangements that would yielc
insight. Inversely, the imperious neural demands are nct for apprehen-
sive psychic contents but for the conations and emotions that are far
more closely linked with activity; thus, while we imagine much as we
please, our feelings are quite another matter. . Accordingly, since the
dream is the pychic safety-val#e for ignored neural demands, and since
the Imperious neural demands are affective rather than apprehensive,
the dream will appear as a wish fulfilment. This statement, of course,
must not be taken ithc sense that the unconscious has wishes which
are fulfilled in dreams, for wishing is a conscious activity. Nor
again does it mean thaq%he wishes fulfilled in dreams are those of the
conscious subject, for inverse to the ego is the shadow and inverse to
the persona 1s the anima. The accurate statement is that dreams are
determined by neural demands for conscicus affects, and that the affects
in question may be characteristic not only of the ego or the persona
but also of the shadow or the anima. However, as has been seen, if
the affects emergent iIn the dream are characteristic of the shadow or
the anima, they emerge diséssociated from their initlial objects and
attached to some incongruous object; and in thls fact there now may
easily be discerned its functional significance. The affects of the
shadcw'and anima are alien to the conscious performer ; were they to
emerge into consciousness with their proper objects, not only would
they interfere wibh.his sleep But also would violate his aesthetic 1lib-
eration. The disguise of>the dream is essential to its function of
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securing a balance between neural demands end psychic events while pre-
serving the integrity of the conscious stream of experience.

Hence, to penetrate to the latent content of the
dream is to bring to light a secret that, so to sBpeak, has purposely
been hidden. To equip an animal with intelligence constitutes not
only the possibilitivof culture and of science but also the possibility
of every abomination that has occurred in the' course of human history.
To affirm the latter human potentiality in abstract terms is somewhat
ullpleasant. To proceed syllogistlically from theuniversal to the par-
ticular is distasteful; To assert that potentialities inherent in
human nature exist in one's aéquaintances. one's relatives, one's parents,
oneself, is logical enouéht yet outrageous, Yet far more vivid than .
the utterance of such truths is thelir apprehension through insights into
images that are affectively charged. In his waking hours man may pre-
clude the occurrence of such insights.- Even 1f his neural patterns
and processes have been so-stim;lated asiﬁo'demand them, the deménd can
be met in a dream in ﬁhich the aisassociation of the affect from its
proper object respects the 1mmanent_direc£ion of the stream of conscious-
ness. |

A similar functional significance may be found in the
formation of screening memories. Of our childhood we are apt to re-
member only a few vivid scenes and, when these are submitted to scrutiny
and investigation, they are likely to prove mere fictions. Freud has

divined such false memories to be screens. Behind them are actions

which later understanding would view in a fashion unsuspected by the
child that performed them. If the memory of such actions 1s not to
‘enter consciousness, 1t has to be repressed; if it is repressed, it

undergoes the disassociation and recombination that result fromihhibi-

/
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tion. In this fashion there 1s formed the false and screening memory
that enables the dramatic actor to play his present role with all the
more convliction because he does not belleve his past to differ too
strikingly from his present.

2+.7-5 The Main Problem. Our study of the dramatic bias has worked
from a refusal to understand through the serles of its éonséquences.
There result in the mind a scotosis, é weakening of the development of
common sense, a dlfferentiation of the persona ami the ego, an alter-
nation of suspicion and reassurance, of doubt and rationalization.
There follow an aberration of the censorship, the inhibition of un-
wanted imeginative schemes, the diéassociat1on of affects from their
initial objects and their attachment to incongruous yet related mater-
ials, the release of affective neural demands in dreams, aml the func-
tionally similar formation of screening memories. However, 1f the
account has mde no explicit mention of sex, this must not be taken to
imply that the depthpsychologists have been on the wrong tracke. On
the contrary, thepeculiarities of sexual development make 1t the ordi-
nary source of materials for the scotosis. Because hunger and sex
are .vital, they constitute the areas in which experience can be con-
tracted from its dramatic to its bilologlcal battern.v But hunger is
present from birth and its manifestations do not greatly change.

Sexual development , on the contrary, 1s prolonged and, indeed, both
organic and psychological. From birth to puberty there occur success-
ive specializations 6f the neural demand functions; and their term is
notisome free combination of movements, like playing the piano, but a
naturally determined sequence of apprehensions, affects, ami moveméhts,
that admit only superficlal modifications from the lnventive dramatist.

Inter-dependent with this change, there is a psychologl cal transforma-
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tion in which the affective and submissive attitudes of the child within
the family giﬁe place to the man self-reliantly orientating himself
in the universe ani determining to found a family of his own. During
the course of this long and intricate process, there is Toom notldnly
Qor waywardness motivated by strange pleasure but also for accidents,
incomprehension, blunders, secretiveness. If adverse situations amd
mistakes occur at random, they can be offset by the excretory function
of the dream, by the pressures and attractions of a healthy environ-
ment, by suitable and opportune instruction, by some form of inner
acceptance of the drive to understanding and truth with its aesthetic
and moral implications. If thy eye be simple, thy whole body will be
lightsome. On the other hand, one adverse situation can follow another;
the error aml waywardness of each previous occasion can make still more
probable the mishandling of.the next. A scotosis becomes established.
As an aberration of the understqnding, it stands in the way of the
proper development of affective attitudes. As én aberration of the
censorship, it loads the neural demand functions With inhivitions. Af-
fective demands are shifted to incongruous dream objects. ihe incon-
graous objects may chance to function as do normal stimull for affects,
eand waywardness may solidl fy the connection. The shadow ani the anima
can become organized as demands for integrated attitudes of love or
hatred. ©Eventually, a point 1s reached where the lmmanently determined
direction of the misled stream of consciousness is no longer capable
of providing paychic representation amd comscious integration for phe
distorted neural demand functions. Then neural demands assert them-
selves in wakling consciousness through the 1lnadequacles, compulsions,

pains and anxieties of the psychoneuroses. Dramatlc living has for-
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feited its autonomy and only through delusions can it pretend to its
0ld mastery.
Still, before this point is reached, there can occur

the intermedlate phenomenon studied by Freud in his Totem and Tabou.

It was remarked above that the dream provides release from the random .
repressions that are more or less inevitable and that the development
of scotosis results from the cumuiative effect of successive adverse
situations. Now, when adverse situations become the rule for most
members of a socliety, then the society can survive only by providing

a regular public equivalent for the dream. Such prophylactiec group
therapy will exist whenever unconscious needs are met in a disgulsed
manner. Dr. Stekel's descriptioﬁﬁof the theatre as mass therapy
echoes Aristotle's statement that tragedy effects a catharsis of fear
and pity. Nor is the invention:of such therapy in a primiﬁive culture
any more difficult than the invention of the cultural-organizdtion it-
self. For the constraints of the organization give rise to corres-
ponding dreams; the relief afforded by the dreams can be noticed; this
advertence may be given dramatic expression; the dramatic expression
WOuld meet in a dis guised form fhe unconscious needs of the community;
and if the dramatic expression is not included in the cultural organi-
zation, then'the culture will not survive to be investigated by an=~
thropologlsts. This basic mechanism admits a series of applications
that range from knowledge issulng forth in prophylactic purpose through
successive stages of intellectual obnubilation to close approximations
to abnormal phenomena. Man's capacity for art and sclence, psychology
and philosophy, religion and morality, operates in the primitive‘and
in the uneducated without awareness of the differences between these

departments and without any sharp distinction between them and under-

/
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lying impulses or needs. In the complex phenomeha of totemism, 1n
the rites of the Mother Goddess, in the myths of the Sky Gods, there
ap pear reflections not only of the social organization of hunters, ag~
riculturalists, and parasitic nomads but also of human sexuality; nor
did the Mosaic prescription of images prevent the back-sliding lamented
by the prophets, nor the mystical flight from sense of the Buddhists,
eliminate the earlier Brahminism, nor the rational criticism of the
Greeks forestall popular hatred of ththristians. Again, there is a
nice distinction between}the sensitive mechanism that enforces a tabou
and the rational judgment that imposes a moral obligation. Freud was
aware that his path would have been easier if he had glazed over the
more shocking elements In his discoveries; yet to take the easier course
would have involved not only a violation of his intellectual convic-
tions but also a conquest of his feelings. Still, such a coincidence
of conscience and moral feeling can be procured not only by the determ-
ination of judgment in accord with the feelings instilled through par-
‘ental and soclial influence. Once feelling takes the lead, critical
reflection can preventvan arbitrary extension of the moral code. But
in the primitive and in the child, not only is critical reflection |
undeveloped and unequipped but alsothere is little capacity to distin-
guish between the outer constraint of commands imposed through affec-
tion amd fear and the inmner impllcations ﬁhrough wﬁich reasonable Jud-
gment entails reasonable living. Then moral feelings are free to
develop according to the psychological laws that link affects to suc-
cewsively associated objecﬁs. The tabou not only operates but also
tends to expend in much the same fashion as the compulsion neurosis.

2e7=6 A Pilece of Evidence. In his History of the Psychoanalytic

Movement Freud prefaced his indictment of the secessionists, Adler
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and ‘Jung, wkh the statement that he had always asserted that repressions
and the sustaining resistance might involve a suspension of understand-
ing. But whe re Freud recognized a consequence, we have Seen an ante-
‘cedent. - Our study of the dramatic bias begins from the flight from
insight and, rather systematically, it has led us to repression and in=-
hibition, the slips of waking comsciousness and the function of dreams,
the aberrations of religions and morality and, as é limit, the psycho-
Neuroses. Naturally, thre arises\the question whether any speclalists
in the field of abnormal disorders provide us with confirmatory evid-

ence on the connection between repression and a refusal to understand .

An affimative answer is offered by Dr. Wilhelm Stekel's Technique of

Analytic psychotherapy (The Bodley Head, London, 1939). The work,

whi ch 1s thoroughly pra ctical in conception and pufpose. consistently
considers analytlic treatment as a retrospeétive educatione  Once the
dif ferential diagnosis has excluded both somatic disorder amd the im-
minence of psychosis, tdeorking hypothesis becomes the assumption that
the analysand is the subject of a scotoma. . A favorable prognosis re-
quires that the patient's critical reflection and deliberate choice

are allied with u1é analyst; but along with this rational attitude
there exists a flight from knowledge that is to be cured by knowledge.
During the analysis this flight bontinues to manifest itself in two
manners named the reslstance and ﬁhe trgnsferénce. Just as in the
rest of his living the patient's understanding spontaneously finds
measures of self-defence and théreby nourishes the scotoma, so in the
intimate drama of the analysis the patient is engaged both in deévising
means to prevent the coming revelation and, at the same time, repressing
the insights that would explain to him his own conduct. Such 1s the

‘resistance; 1t 1ls plausible, ingenious, resourceful; 1t adapts itself
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to each new situation; yebt so far from being deliberate, it is at least
fundamental ly non-consclous. = There is also the transference. The

development of the scotome has involved the repression of feelings of

love or ‘hatred for per sons in the paﬁient's milieu; this repression
and the consequent inhibition mean that the patlent ls the subject of
neural demands for affects that, however, are detached from their in-
itial objects; the transference is the emergence into consciousness of
these affects directed upon the person'of the énalyst.

Just as the root of the disorder 1s a refusal to un-
derstend, so its cure is an insight, a "lightning flash of illumina-
tion". Just as the refusal excluded not eome single insight but an
expand ing series, so the cume consists in the occurrence of at least
the principal insights that were blockeds It is the re-formation of
the patient's mentality. Moreover, these insights must occur, not
in the detached and disinterested intellectual pattern of exerience,
but in thé dramatic pattern in which images are tinged with affects.
Otherwi se the insights will occur but they will not undo the inhibi-

tions that account for the patiént’s affective disorders; there will
result a development of theoreticﬁi intelligepce without an abreation
of aberration . Finally, the patient is not to be thought capable

of curing himself; for the cure consists precisely in the insights
which arise from the schematlc imges thét spontaneously the patient re-
presses; and even 1f by an extrmordinary effotrt of intellectual detach-
ment the patient‘succeeded in grasping in part what he was refusing

to understand, this grasp would occuriin the 1ntéllectua1 pattern of
experience and so would prove lneffectual; iIndeed, the effort would

be likely to produce an dbséssion with analytic notioﬁs. and there
would be some danger that such merely theoretical insight would tend
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to innoculate the patient against the benefit of a true analytical
experience with 1its dramatic over~tones. .

| The analyst, then, 18 needed. To perform the dif-
ferent 1al diagnosis, he must know medicine. Otherwise he will risk
not mere ly ministering to the mind when the body is 111 but also at-
tempting to treat psychotiés and 80 écqﬁiring the reputaﬁion of driving
people insane. Further, the analyst must himself be free ffbm scotoma;
a bias in his undérstandinghdf himéelf‘will‘a!sdrbé'a bias in his ﬁn—
derstanding of others; and fhislis all the mcre'hangerous if he at-
tempts to follow Dr. Stekel's active therapy. This active therapy
rests upon knowledge that is'parallel in structure to common sense.
As has been seen, common sense cbnsistsﬁin a basic accumulation of in-
slght s to which must be added further insights derived from the situa-
tion in band. Similarly, the analysts knowledge has two parts. There
1s the basic accumulation derived from an academic formation and from
personal experiencee. It consists in an understanding of the psycho-
neuroses or parapathiés-in thelr origins, ther development, their re-
sults; it 1s a gfasp of a vast maﬁifold of possibllities; it involves
an ability to proceed from a patient's blography and behavior, hils
dreams and associations, to a grasp of his precise flight from know-
ledge. However, that precise flight was the hidden compbnent of an
individual history; it possesses not merely typical features - bﬁdﬁlso
its own particular twists and ﬁurns; and it continues to be operative
in the analytical situatlion. The analyst has to outwit the resist-
ance. He has to discern the tranéféfénce.'be able to‘make'capitél
of it, aﬁd know when to end it. He has to be able to wait for favor-

able opportunities, ready to take the initiative when the occasion
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calls for it, capable of giving up when he is defeated, and ingenious
in keeping things.going when he sees he can win. In this complicated
anl dangerous chess-game, he has to be gaining insight into the patient's
basic trouble, winning :his confidence by the explanation and removal
of superficial symptomsi and preparing the way for the discovery of the
profound secret. Finally, he has to be able to end the analysis,
stiffen the amalysand to self-reliance, contribute what he can to the
happy ending in whiéh both need of the analyst and disturbing memories
of tho analysis pass away.

It is time to revert to our question. Does there
exist empirical evidence for the assertion that the suspension of
understanding is not merely a possible consequence but also a genetic
factor in psychogenic disorder? Unfortunately there are divisions
among specialists in the field ani so, instead of glving a single ans-
wer, I must give two.

To those not disinclined to agree with Dr. Stekel,
one way say that there exlsts empirical evidence for a psyphotherapeutic
notion in the measure that the notién 1s‘operative in actual treatment,
that it is operative 1n the treatment of all types of dlsorder rather
than in a partial selection of types, that it survives prolonged and
varied experiencs, tﬁat the survival contrasts with a readiness to
drop ﬁnverified notions, that failures cannot be traced to the notion
in question. Now Dr. Stekel has attained an international position

both as an analyst and as a writer of technical works; he 1s able to

describe his Technique of Amalytic Psychotherapy as the fruit of thirty
years' experience; in that book the analyst's working hypothesis is
th=t the patient is suffering from a scotoma and the analyst's goal is’

to lead the patient towards a "lightning flash of illumination™; this

view dominates the whole treatment end is relevant to the whole class
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of parapathies or psychonsuroses; finally. there is a good deal of evi-
dence for Dr. Stekel's independence of mind and his readiness to abide
by results.

However, there perhaps are those to whom Dr. Stekel's
favor for an opinion provides presumptive evidence that the»opinion is
erroneous or at least rash. To them I would point out tlet the pres-
ent issue is not the validity of the whole of Dr. Stekel's theory and
practice but solely the)e‘xistence of empirical evidence for a single
correlation. I am not asking for tle ado'ption of Dr. Stekel's active
cethod; I am not even urging that analytic treatment is desirable;
my concern is restricted to a théoretical issue, and myQuestion is
whet her or not evidehce exists. It secms to me that a negative answer
is impossible. Even if one prescinds entirely from Dr. Stekel and
his pupils, still there occur other analytic treatments in which the
cure operates through knowledge; but the knowledge in question is of a
particular.kind; it is not sen}sitive knowledge apart from organlzation
through insights, for hypnosis is not a satisfactory method; it is not
knowledge on the level of critical reflection and Jjudgment, for delus-
ions are not the principal Characferistic of psychoneurosis; it is
the Iintermedliate factor that we have been investigating under the nane
o~f'insight, and on the present theoretical level it makes no differ-
ence whether the patlent be led to the insight by an actlve method or
left to discover it for 'himself by a passive me thod
2.7-7 A Note on Methods  There is a final point to be made, and it
regards the significance for depth psychology of recent development s
in scientific methodology. At the turn of the cenﬁury mechanist
determinism was still the war ld~view dominant in scientific circles.

Freud's dlscovery and development of the‘{notion of psychogenic disorder

came at the embiguous moment when the old outlook was about to dissolve
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and, as one might expect, the ambiguity of the moment forced ambiguity
upon his work. Were mechanist determinism correct, then.neither_
normality nor disorder could be psychogenic; Laplace's demon co1ld
calculate both from the world distribution of atoms in any basic situa-
tion; Freud could be said to introduce a new name and a new technique
inasmuch as he dealt with collocations of atoms through their psychic
appearances; but Freud could not be credited with the discovery of an
autonomous science. On the othmr hand,-if mechanist determinism is
incorrect, .the category of the psychogenic pronptly assumes avsignifi-
cance that Freud himeelf could not suspect. Let us attempt to clar-
ify this point.
' As we hsve seen, empirical science is the determina-
tion of correlations verified in observables. JMechaniam is the
additional determinati on to invent what is neither a correlation nor
verified nor observable. Vhat is 8o invented, is pronounced real
and objective; and in comparison with this fictitious treasure, the
~observable becores the merely apparent. Thus, in nineteenth century
physical theory, the aether is real and objective, and its propertles
resembling, sey, a sponge-1like vortex are whab make electro-magnetic
equations true. Nor is this all. Because verified correlations
are attributed to imegined atoms or aether, they are not abstract but
concrete; and once classicel correlations are considered to be concrete,
. determinism follows end the poss 1bility of statistical laws, except
as a confession of ipnorance, rigorously is excluded. |
Now Freud's own investigstions threw some doubt on

the scientific character of mechanist obJectivation. He was aware

of the lmportance of extroversion in the objéct-finding that pertains

to the psychic side of sexual development . He could appeal to pro-

Jection to account for the transfarmation of the unconscious 11l-will
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of primitives to deceased relatives into the eiplicit 1il-will of the

departed spirits to the bereaved mourners. Buﬂhe had no intention

of going back over thépath traversed by Galileo and Descartes, Hobbes
and Berkley, Hume and Kaﬁt. Nor did the methodology of then contem-

porary sclence provide him with a canon of parsimony that restricted

scientific affirmation to verified correlations and to observables.

On the contrary, on many occasions Freud represénts the outlook of

his time and tends to regard observable psychic evehms as appearance

and unobservable entities as reality. VWhat precisely is the libido?

Is it what is known either by observing nerves 6r by observing psychic

events or by correlating these observables or by verifying these cor-

relations? Or is it a construction that stands to Freud's verified

correlations in much the same manner as the spong-vortex aether once

stood to electro-magnetic equations? To resolve the ambiguity, if

it can be resolved; would call for an investigation by a trained ex-

pert in the history of science.

Again, Freud was professedly determinist. But in
so far as determination is operative in Freud's work, it amounts to
the postulate that there 1s a reason for everything, even for numbers
that one appears to select at random. But if one admits that some
reasons are only pro bable, that postulate becomes compatible with sta-
tistical laws; and if Laplace has failed to exclude probability from
physics, there is little likel 1hood of its being excluded from psy-
chology . There 1s a more momentous consequence. For the acknowledge=-
ment of statistical laws gives a new status to the science of psy-
chogenic health and psychogenic iliness. Neural determinants settle
not unique psychic events but sets of psychic alternatives. Psychic

determimants acquire an independent function of selecting betwsen

neurally det ermined alternati ves. It becomes possible to conceilve



: 44
Common Sense 27
two distinct sets of schemes of recurrence, one conscious and the other
non-conscious, where each set followsxits own classical and statistical
laws yet thmough its own laws is linked to the other set. Then,
psychichealth 1s the harmony of the two processes, conflict ahd break-
down are thelir incompatibility, psychogenic aberration is a direction
of the stream of consciousness that heads towards break-down, and
ana lytic treatment is at once a reorientation of the stream of con-
sciousness amd a release frbm neural obstructions with a psychic origin.
This 1is no more than a thumb-nail sketch but, if neural determinants
admit psychic alternatives, the psychic can acquire an independent
'role. ard that inl epenience is the basic significance of statistical
laws in the conception of psychic and neural relationse. Moreover,
our whole presentation has been careful to observe the canons of par-
simony end of statistical residues; we have spoken simply of intelli-
glble relations between psychic events under the name of patterns of
experience andof intelligible relations between neural events unier
the name of neural patterns; nor were neural patterns concelved as
unique determinants of psychlc events but, on the contrary, they in-
volved no more than neural demand functions capable of being satisfied
in many ways.

There 1s a further aspect of the matter. On the
assumption of mechanist determinism, one may speak of the actual, of
the necessary, and of the impossible; but within the confines of that
view there is nmo room for the potential, for what really could occur
yet in fact may not occur. On the other handi, once statistical laws
are acknowledged, the potential assumes its proper stdus; each pres-
ent situation is the potential for a varlety of future situations,

none of which is necessary, none of which is impossible, yet only one
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of which will arise. <Moreo§er, thisrnotion of the potential is needed
for the adequate conception of Freud's discoverlies; the censorship,
whether constructive or repressive, pertsins to the potential of fu-
ture consclous states; the neural demand functions similarly pertain
to that potential; the situations, favorable or adverse, in which
experience occurs, pertain to the potential of the experience. The
unconscious, that is never conscious, is the neural. The preconscious,
that can become conscious, is the potential. The repressive censor-
ship is a negative potential opposed to a positive potential arising
from the neural and the sltuation. ,

' A final point has to be mde. Freud hesitated for

a year before publishing his Interpretation of Dreams. His consclen-

tious devotion to the insights he had‘won'mdde him stress aspects of
his discoveries that he knew full.well would arouse resistance, oppos~
itl on, and vituperation. But while I cannot but admire the self-.
sacrifi cing devotion to conscience in a man sometimes supposed to have
abolished guilt, I must polnt out that this loyalty was directed less
to his own discoveries than to the mechanist determinism current in
the scient ific milieu of his agee  There is nothing revolting or
shbcking in the affirmation that man has a commonly rejected potential
for parricide, cannibalism, incest, and Suicide; otherwise, those
unpleasant nasmes would not exist «  Freud's difficulty arose because
determinism eliminated the notion of the potential to leave only the
actual, the nécessary. and the impossible; and it was further com=-
plibated by the mechanist obsession that has to lnvent an unobservable
reality/and has to regard as mére appe arance the observable and as
mere thinking the verified correlation. As yet, we have not been

able to state what we believe the real and objective to be, nor even
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to say wvimt 1s meant by a thing, a man, a person. In due course we
hope to do so. But, at least, we can conclude that within a scient-
iflc context, controlled by the canons of parsimony and of statistical
residues, Freud's spectre tends to vanlish, The :1atent content of
the dream, so far from i-evealing the "real" man, exhibits mers ly po-

tentialities rejected not only by waking but also by dreaming.con-

sciousnesse.



