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SPECIAL TRANSCINDENT K40V LEDG

Knorlaige is tronscendsnt, in our present usage,
inesmuch as it yso0as bayond tha domain of proportioncte being,

General transcendont knowlalge ls the gnvledpe of
God that answers the basic questions raissd by proportionate
being, namely, what is being and whether being is tha resl,

Still, thers is & fact of evil and man 1s inclined
to argue from that fact to a denlsl of the intelligence or

the pover or the gooinase of God, Even though it is apraasd

that the evil of objecta of aversion is, from an intellectu-
alist viewpoint, a potentisal good, oven though 1t is agresd
that the evil of disorder 1s an absence of intellipibility
that is to be understonod only by the inverss insicht that k';
grasps its lack of intelligibility, thers remeins the con- 313
crete fact o evil an? th2 practical problem of determining i %
what one ic to :lo ubout 1t, \
Indand, since God 45 the first agent of every
event and emergenceband development, tha question really 1is

what Cod is or has Desen doing @bout the fact of evil. The

answer to that question w2 shall name special transcendent
knowledge, and our discussion will fall under four mailn heads,

nanely, the fact of avil, the exlstence of a solution, the
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hauristic structure of the properties of the vossible solu-

tions, and the identification of the solution that exists,
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I The Problem

The cult of progress hes suffered an ectlipse,
not because mun lo:s not dsvelop, nor because development
doas not imply a revision of what has been, but because
development doas Iimply that perfection belongs not to the
present but to tha future. Had that innlication of present
short¥comings not been overlooked with such abandon, had
the apostles of progress not mistaken thelr basic views for
premature attainments of future perfection, then tha dis-
illusionment of the twentieth century could hardly have been
at once so unexpected, so bitter, and so complete,

Yet as things are, in the aftermath of econonic
and political upheavals, amldst the fears of vorse evils to
comle, the thesis of progress nesds to be affirmed again, For
the very structure of man's being 1s dvnanic. His knowing
and willing rest on incuiry, end inquiry i{s unrestricted,

His knowing consists in understanding, and svery act of unders-
standing not only ralses further guestions but slsc opens the
way to further answers, His good will 1s consistent with his
khowledge, and as his xnowledge develops, he can be persnaded
effectively to an ever fuller willingnass, His sensitivity
and his intersubjectivity are, like his inowledre and willing-
ness, systems on the move; if thelr adaptation to spiritual
advance is slow, at least it tends to endure: and so the
accepted manners and customs of an ecarlier time can bacome
abomlnations, at once incredible and rapulsive, to a later

age,
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But if the thesis of progress must bz affirmed,

it must be taken to imply, not only a contrast with the past,
but also a contrast with its goal, An tnrostricted desire
to understend correctly heads towards an unrestricted act of
understanding, towards God, A will that is good by its con-
sistency vwith knnwladge is headed tovards an antecedent |
wlllingness that matches the desire to know both in its
essential detaciment from the sensitive subject and in its |
unrestricted commitment to complete intelligibility, t» God,
A sensitivity and an intersubjectivity that have theoir nigher
Integration in knoving and willing are headed towzrds objects
and activities that can be no more than symbpls and signs of
what thay cannot comprehend or ampreciate, The whole world
of sense 1is to be, then, a token, a mystery of God, for the
desire of intelligence 1s for God and the goodness of will
is the lova of God,

There 1s a further implication, As the thesis
of progress never plsces man on the pinnicle of perfaction,
-y it aver asserts that his knowledge 1s incomplete, that his
willingness is impsrfeet, that his sensitivity and inter-

subjectivity still need to be adapted, Knowledie comes by
the apparently random procass.of discovery, and it 1s dis-
seminated by the laborious process of teaching and learning,
o , vriting and reading. Willingness to live consistently with
Knowledge has to be acquired by persuading oneself or by
being persuaded by others, Sensitivity and intersubjectivity
need time to become &t ecase with new ways, So it 1s that

the present is ever a pattern of lags, No one can postpone
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his 1iving, until he has learnt, until h= has becose willing,
untll his sensitivity has heen adanted, To learn, to he

persuaded, to bscoms adanrted, occur within living axd threugh

living, The living 1s ever now, but the knovledse to gulds
living, the willingness to follow knowledre, the sensitive
adantation that wvigorously and jJjoyously executes the will's
decisions, these belong to tha future and, when the future
1s present, there will be beyond it a further future with
steeper derands, |

Tov Inasmuch sas the enurses of action that
men choose reflect either their ignorance or thoir bead will
or their Ineffectual self-control, there rasults the social
surd, Then to understand his concrete situation, min has to
invoke not only the diregt insights that grasp Lntelligidbil-
ity but algo the inverse insights that acknovledge the ab-
sence of intelilgibllity. §till this subtle procedure has
to be discovered, taught, learnt, Untll the disco-rnery is
made and disseminated and accented, man tends to regard his
situstion as a homogensous array of intelligible fects, The
social surd, which should be discounted as mere proof of
aborration, i regarded as evidence in favor of error. Nan
becomas & realist, The dictates of intelllgence and reason-
ableness are ®»mnd irrelevant to concrete living. The facts
have to be Tacad, and facing them means the adjustment of
theory to practlce. But every adjustment makes the Incidental
sins of the past into the commonly accepted rule of the
present{ the social surd expands; and 1ts expansion demands

a further adjustment,
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If this succession of ever less comprehansivé
syntheses can be deduced from men's fallurs teo understand
himself and his situation dialectically, if historical evi-
dence for the fallure and 1ts consequences 1s forthceconing
both in the distant and in the recent past, still it ls far
too general a theoram to unravel at a stroke the tangled
skein of intelligivility and abzurdity In concrete situations,
Its generality has to be mediated by & vast accurnulation of
direct and inverse insights end by & long series of Judgments
of truth and of value, before any conerete judgments can be
made, And on vhat Galahad shall we call to do the understend-
ing and to make the Judgments? For the social surd resides
least of all i1 outer things and most of all in ths minds
and wills of mer:, Without an unblased julige, the truth would
not be reached; and if an uwablssed judge were found, would
the biased remainder of mankind acknowladge ths rectituds of
his decisions and effectively azbide by them?

| It was to thls polnt that we were brought by
our study of common sense and by 1its revelatlon of the scotosis
of the dramatilc sublect end of thz threefold bias of the prac-
tical subject, Then we appealed to a higher viewpoint, to an
X whbeitte named\k €osmonolis, anﬁwiqimicated some of 1ts fea-
tures. But if the need of some €osnopolis makes manifest the
Inadequacy of comaon sense to deal with the 1ssue, on & desp-
or level 1t mskes manlfest the inadequacy of man. Forxr the
possihility of a Cosmopolls is conditioned by the possibdility
of a critical human sclence, and a eritical human science is

conditioned by the possibility of a correct and accented
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# hilosophy., However, as the intervening chapters have attem ted

to explain, and as the history of philosophy rather abundantly
confirms, the polymorohism of human coasciousness loses rone
of" 118 nmbivalence because men have turned to philosoohy.

O the coentrary, the many philosophers are but the adequate
gxpression of the inner polymorphic fact. For avery humsn dis-
covery can be formulated elther as a nosition or &s & countar-
posi tion, The positions invite development, and In the measure
that tney are devaloped, they &are expressed in many scys.
Initinlly, =ach may zvpear singly. Then 1t is joined with

further antithetical questions. Then positions begin to coal-

esce, first in more nurerous but lesser syntheses, later in
fever bat mbm connrehensive unitles, Beslides the nany eX.
pressions of the positions, there are the counter-positions,
and they invite reversal, But the reversel that could come
from a single, peactrating stroke, mors commonly 1s delayed,
The counter-position expands by the unfolding of 4ts logical

implications: 1t recognizes its fellows and unites with them

in & comuon cause; topethsr they foresee the impending danger
of reversal, not in 1ts root, but in some particular menifes-
tation; and then they shift their ground end avold the menaced
attack, So the counter-positions multiplys thsy occupy a vast

territory from high-minded incoherence to simple-minded

© opportunisn and vinlence; and 1f the worst of the counter-

L ' posdtdons has no truck with any position, if the most perfeet
expression of the positions happens to be free from any taint
of the cmmtef-positions, st11ll philosophers are men and the

vast majority of them cling to some blend of both,

g vttt
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This conelusion may sound like scepticism, But
certaluly I would be the last to deny the possihility of
working out a nhilosophy on ths basls of the polymorsnism of
human eongsclousness an of tha dialectical opnostition between
positions and counter-positions, Aftsr all, on~ Joes rot deem
impossible what one labors to achieve, Yet, if I fancy that
I have made some contribution towards a philosophy of
philoesophles, I cannot dream so complex a transposition to
end multiplicity; I cannot but suppose that those that will
accept my concluslons also will endezvor to improve unon them,
vhile thosae that disagree,zﬁdzzrthey cease tn» helleve silance
the more efficacious waedpon, will labor manfully to reverse
my views, Moreover, in ths nsasurs thet tuis vork and sub-
sequent improveanonts upson Lt possess concrete and nrectical
lamplications, in tiwt msasere not only human intellizence and
reasonableness but also human will and the ecstatlished rou-
tines of human sensitivity and intersubjectivity are involvad,
50 the Babel of men's minds passes into the conflict of their
wills, and the conflict of wills reaches for its panoply of
image and emotion, sound and passion,

How if philosophy spraks with so many voices
that a correct philosophy must be too complicited to plerce

the din, should one not appeal diractly to nen of good will?
Indeed, one should, provided ons can find them, But there
must be no {llusionse. One 1s not to daline good n{ll by its
resenblance to one's ovn will, or even by its resemblance to
the will one would like to possess but does not, Vill is
good by its conformity to Intelligence, Xt is good 4n the
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The hopeless tangle of the social surd, of the impotence of

“not merely a cul-de-sac for human progress; it also is a roeign ?

neasure that antecadaently and without persuasion 1t matches

the pure desirc both in its detachment from the sansitive sub-

4
X

ject and in its incessant dedication to complete intelligibil-
ity. A will, less good than that, 13 less than genuine: it

is ready for ths obnubilation that takes flight from self-
knowledre; it 1& inclined to the rationzlization that makes
out wrong to be right; it is infected with the renunclation
thet aoproves the good yat knows itself to be ovil, In brief,
as man's intelligence has to be developed, so also mast his
will, But progress in willingnaess is effected by persuasion,
persuasion rests upon int:2lliigent grasp znd reasonable }udg-
ment, aind so the fallure of iIntsllect to develop enteils the

failure of the will,

There 1s a deaper lavel to the problem. In an
garlier paragraph it was concluded thit the pure desire of
the mind ic a desire of God, that the goodness of mun's will
consists in a consuning love of God, that the world of sense
is more than all elze, a mystery thet signifies God as we know
him and symbolizes the further depths that lils baeyond our com-
prehension, There iz e theological dimension that must be added

to our detached analysis of the compo:mding of men's progress

with man's decline, Bad will is not merely the inconsistency

of rational self-consclousness; it is also sin against God,

common sense, of the endlessly multiplied phllosophles, is

of sin, a despotism of darknessj and men are 1ts slaves,

. . a -:l \ ’
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No doubt, men are frae, Vaere they not free, there
wonld be o question »f their sinning, But thelr 2zsential

freadon is ono'thing, und their effective freedom i3 another,

" Thelr essential freadom lies In the dynamie structure of

rational salf-consclousa=ssy 1t Is a hirher integretion of
lover manifol 1s thut can be integrated in many different
wmanmers; each elenent in that higher integration anpears,
first, as a possibls course of actlion revesled by insight,
secondly, as & welue Yo bs weighed by raflection and, tnirdly,
as an actuality mly 1f it 1s chosen. No sinzle course of
action i1s neces=ary, If i{nsight graspe only one at a time,
st11ll the insight ralses the further question that leads to
reflection, and taes refléction leads to the further insights
that reveal th: slternsztive possibilitles of the concrate
situation, Again, reflection can pronounce one course of action
preferable to ell othars, but that pronouncement hes 4ts

suprositions, and the suppositions sre not all é%at necessarily

is so but, a2t lesst in part, merely what one chooses or has
chosen to prefer, Finally, reflection naver settles the issues
1t can detuoralne that a given course is valuable or pleasur-
able or usefszl but only the decisiosn mek 3 ths course
actual: nor does the decislon follow because the reflection
ends, but ths reflesction ends because the decision 1s made,
Becaﬁse man determines himself, he 1is reaponsible; because
the course of &actlon determined upon and the process of

determining are Loth contingent, man 1s free,

Effectlve Ireedom supposes essentizl freedom,
gs statistical law supnoses clessical law, Essential freedom

is an intrinsic property of acts of a determinate class:

ey
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but effective freedom reirards the relstive frequencies of
different kinds of acts withln the class, kssential freedom
is concerned with the manner in which acts occur: but
effective {roedon asks whaet acts are to be expected to occur,
The reign of sin, then, 1s th~ sxbuctation of s8in,
On a primary Liwel, it iz the priority of living to learning
how to live, to acquiring the willingness to live rightly,
to developling tize adaptation that mekes right livinglhabitual.
On & second lavel, 1t is man's awarsness of his plight and
his self-surrender to it: on cach oceasion, he could reflect
and through reflaction avold sinning: but ho cannot bear the
burden of perpectual reflaction; and long before thuat burden
has mounted to the limit of physical lmpossibility, he chooses
the sasy way out, On both the primary and tha sscond levels,
there 1s the transposition of tho inner issue Into the outer
social milieu: concrete situations bscoma infected with the
social surd:; thoy are intractable without dialscticel analysis
and the intractability 1s taken as evidence that only in an
ineraasingly limited fashion can intelligence en’ reasonable-
ness and pool i1l have any real beuring uvon the conduct of
human affeirs, Finzlly, dialectical analysis can transpose
the lssue, but it cannot do so sffectlvely. It -oes beyond
common sense to & criticel humen sclence that supposes a
correct and accepted philosophy; but & correct philosophy
will be but ons of nany philosophies and, preclisely because
it is correct, it will b2 too complicated to be commonly

accessible and too alien to sinful man to be widely accepted.




§

a8

- one directs onets attention to man: for vhile intwlligence

besides man there aslso 1s God, The order of this universe
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2e The Existence of a Solution

There 15 a fact o7 evil, It 1s not an incidental
wayardness thet provides the excentions to prove a rule of
goodness, Hather 1t 1s a rule, If 1t 18 not & necessary but
only a statistical rule, it 1is no less & fact and, Indend,
it is a vorse fact, Vere tn: rulz n2esssary, 1t vould oxclude
freedom; were frandom excluded, there would be no =in, But
the rule 1ls statlistlcel; freesdom remains escentially intacet:
and so effectively man's rational solf-con ciousness is frus-
trated with the burden of responsibility for sins 1t could
avoid but does not,

Buat 1s tlireo also & prodlom of ovil? There can
be a problem only 1f there is an intellipibility fto be grasped.
But what intelligihility and, as well, vhot lack of intelli.
gibility there are in man's condition and sitvation, have
been grasped already, There are intellipible possibilities
of intelligent an' veagsonable and good-couvses of action,
There is th2 intelliyibility of the frequencles with which
they are and are not executed, There is the intelli 1bility
of actual choices thut are good. There is the surd of sin,
end it is understood inasmuch &s one grasps 1ts lack of in-

telllglbility. Nor are there fuarther gquestlons, as long as

cait yzrasp what man might do, it also grasps that man von't
do it.

None the less, there is a problem of evil, for

e
1
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in all its aspecis and details has been shown to be the
nroduct of unirestricted understending, of unlinited nover,
of complete goodness, Bzcause God is omniscisnt, ha knows
man's plight, Because he is omninatent, ha can remedy it,
Bacause he 1s poold, he wills to do so, The fict of avil is
not the vhol: story. It is also a problem, Decause God ex-
ists, there iz & Turther Intelligiblllity to be grasped,
Certain remarks a»s in order, First of &ll, I
have enployed tne nane, problem, In & technlcal sense, so
that it 1s meaningless to speak of a problem for which no
solution exists. But the argument does not depenid upon the
definition of terms. No matter how one cares to phrase 1t,
the polnt seems to remain thut evil 1s, not a mere fset, but
8 problgm, only if one attempts to reconcile it vith the
goodnass of God, and, if (od 1s good, then thare 18 not only

a nroblem of evil, but also a solutlon,

In the second olace, since & solation exlsts,

onr account of man's moral impotence and of the limitations

& further conpyrant in the actual universe that, as yet, has
not been mentioned. Docause 1t has not been pentioned, our

statements on wman's plight are true as far &y they go, but

they g re not the whole truth, They are true hypothetically
inasmuch as thaey tell what would be, did the further component
not exist: but they are not true absolutely, for they prescind
from a further component that both exlsts und is relevant to
the issua,

In the third place, because thils book has

been wiritten from & moving viewpoint, we have mentioned first

o ) __ «_‘w_,*
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& problem and oaly later its solution. But 1t would be an
anthropomorphic blunder to transfer this succession to Cod,
There are no divine afte{ﬁgnoughts. The unrestricted act of
understanding grasps tha total range of possible world orderss
each 1s a consequence and manifestation of divine intelli-
gence and wisdom, of divine reality and truth, of divine
goodnass and love; since all are worthy of (od, any can be
chosen and that cholce will be intelligent and wise, good

and loving. doreover, as has beon seen already, the good 1s
potential or formal or actual; but the problem under considera-
tion 1s potonsiclly good, for it is the potency to the solu-
tiony tho salution as & further order is formally good and

as & possible object of cholce 1s & value or actugl good in
proapect or in process or in its term. It follows that the
problem and 1ts solution are related both from the viewpolnt
of iﬁtelligence gnnd rom the vievpoint of the good: and so
once nmorc there appears thie absurdity of thinking of the
problem wlthout its solution,

In the fourth place, 1t is important not to con-
fuse the intelli;ible unity of tha actual world order in-
cluding both its problem and its solution and, on the other
hand, the possibility that the things of this world order
might exist in any of a range of other orders, The root of
thls confuslon 1s conceptualism, vhich places conception ba-
fore understanding and things before their orders: in con-
sequence, it divides the order of things into two perts, of
which the [irst is nscessitated by the things that are order-
ed and the second is an arbltrary complesment added by a

voluntaristically concelved divine will, It follows that the:
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conecantuallst cannot argue from the intellipible unity of
this world order, for he acknouleiges no such unity but mare—
ly a compound of the nacessary and the arbitrary. Again,

1t follows that, 1f th= conceptualist argues at all, then

he argues from the natures of the things that are ordoersd

end he can conclude only to what is neccazary,

On the othar hend, the intellsctuslist, as he
rajects the conceptualistts suppositions, so0 he is not hanmper-
ed by their iimitatlons, For him, understanding 1s first, The
unrestricted act grasps in itself the fotal rauge of pnssi' e
world ordoers, wn? it is within the orders that the things are
known, Since evary instance of possibility is included within
the tbtal renge of possible -rders, since every instance of
the non-contradictory is possible, since the sume things ad-
mit meny possible but mutually Lacompatible predicates, 1t
follows that tho same things recur in many Aiffarent orders,
But this racurrence of the same things vithin different orders
by no maans is opposed to the intelligible unity of esch order,
For necessarily every ordser is worthy of God, i:rtelligent and |
wise, goordl and loving, Just and merciful, Koreover, this
necessity is not & restriction on possibility defined as
internal cohsrence; for as one end the same reality i3 at
once divine intelligence and wisdom, divine reality and
powar, dlvine goodness and love, so all that divine power
can do, divine visdom can do wisely an?! divine goodness can

do well, (See Swi. theol., I, q. 25, 8a, 3 & %)
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3. T Heurlstic Structyr f the

We huve affirmed tho existence both o & problem
and of its solution vl thin the intelligible unity of the
actual order of ths universe, But this implies the existence
of a héuristic strycture, For thare 1s a nhoeurdistie structure
whenever tha 2uiset of an inquliry admits antecsdent determina-
tions; and tho soiutlon that we are seeking 1s an object of
Inquiry that sutisfies the intellizible unity of thae actual
world order and thut solves the problem defined sbove,

Now 1t would ceem that thls heurlstic structure
islworth investigating. For sven when such a structure fails
to determine a single answer, at least it oflers a set of
alternative answergs; and then through an appezl to the faets
1t becomes possible to settle which of the eslternttives 1s
correct.

First, then, the solution will be one, For
there is one God, onc world order, and one problem that is
both individuel and social,

Secrmdly, the solution will be unlversally
accessible and permanent. For the problem is not restricted
to men of a particuler class or of a paerticular times and
the solufion has to mest the problem.

Thirdly, the seclution will be & harmonious
continuation of the actual order of this universe, For there
are no divine afteqﬁfhoughts.

Fourtnly, the solution will not consist in the
addition of central forms of & new genus or specles, For the

gsolution 15 to a humen problem: the problem has to bs solved

B e v
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for meny, and it would merely be dodged by introducing a new
ponus oxr specles,

Fifthly, the solution can consist In the intro-
ductlion of new conjugate forms in wants intelleet, will, and
sensitivity. For such forms are habits, But man's intellect

is an unrestricted notency, end so it can receive habits of
any kind; man's will ic good in so far as it follovws intellect,

and 8o 1t can recelve habits tihat correspond to the hablis ro-
celved in intellect; finally, man's sensitivity 1s a lower
manifold under the higher integration of intellectual and
volitlonal acts, and so 1t can be adapted habitually to the
acts that oceur,

Sixthly, the solution will include the intro-
duction of such conjugate forms, For the problem arices from
the nature of development; becaunse mants living 1s prior to
Jearning and being persuaded, it is vithout the gnidance of
knovbladge aad without the directlon of effective good will;
as long ag that priority remains, the problem remuins, The
solutlon, then, must reverse the priority, ant it does so
inasmuch ac it provides intellect, will, and sensitivity with
forns or hatits that are operative taroughout living.

Seventhly, the relevant conjupate forms will
be in some sense transcendent or supernutural, For vhat arises
from niture 1s the problem, The forms thut solve the problem,
then, do not arise from neture; they are not ths result of
accumnlated insights, for such accumulation takes time, and
the protlem arises because man has to live during the Interval
in which insights are being accumulated, Moreover, the under-

standing man acquires in this fashion, the Judgments that he
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forms, and the willin:ness that he obtains, all suffer from
the fourfold blas of the drematle and przctical subject and
from the tendency of speculative thought to the counter-
postitions,

Jighthly, since the solution is a harmonious con-
tinuation of thz actual order of the unlverse, and since that
order involves tine successive emergence of higher intaegrations
that systematize the non-syctematie resldues on lower lavels,
it follows that the relatively transcendent conjugate forms
will constitute a new aed hicher integraztion of humen active
ity and that that higher integration will solve the problem
by ccng@lling elements that otherwise are non-sycstematic or
irrational,

Ninthly, these higher conjugate forms wlll pertain
not to static system but to system on the move. For they
have their place in a harmonious continuation of the actual
order of the universe, and in that order the lower static
systoms of physics and chemlstry are succeeded by the higher
dynamic systems of biology, sensitive psychology, and human
intellectual activity. Moreover, the higher conjugete forms
have to meet a droblem that veries as man develops and de-
clines, and so thay too must be capable of gsome development
and adaptation,

Tenthly, since higher integrations leave intact
the natures and laws of thz underlying manifold and since
man is intelligent and rationel, fres and responsible, 1t
follows that the solution will come to men through their

apprehension and with their consent.
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- tion and, on the other hand, ths emergent trend in wvhich the

willingness vill bas sowme type or specles of charity,
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Eleventhly, since the solution is a harmonious
continuation of the actual order of the universe and since
that order 1s an emergent probability, it follows that the
emérgence of the solution and its propagation will be in
accord with the probabilities, It 1s to be borne in wind,
howevar, that emergant probability has the same meaning here

as in the earlier chapters of thils work; 1t does not denote

t3111gibility of the design or order in which trings exist

and eveants occuar,

any sort of efficlent cause: it referg to tha lmmanent in- I:
i
j

Twalfthly, the relsvant probabilities are those

 that regard the occurrence of man's Intelligent and rational

apprehension o the solution and hls fres anid responsible
consent to 1t, But there are stuges In human dovelopment,

when thare is no probability that men will apprehend and c¢on-
sent to a unlversally accessible and permanent solution that
meats the basic problem of human nature, Moreover, all human
development has beaﬁ seen to be compoundad with decline and

so it fails to propare men directly and positively to appre-
hend and consant to the solution, Accordingly, it seems necesse

ary to distinguish between the reallization of the full solu-

full solution becomes effecetively probable,

From the cosmic and metapnysiéal aspacts of
the solution, ve now turn to & closer determination of the
appropriate hirher conjugate forns,

In tu2 thirteenth place, then, the appropriate

For good will follows intellect, and so 1t

235
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matches the detached, disinteraested; unrestricted desire of
intellzct for complete understandings but complata understand-
ing 1s the unraestricked act that 1s God) ant so the good that
is willed by good will is God, Morepver, to will the pood of
a person is to love the person: tut Goed ifs5 a parson, for he
1s intelligent and free: and so 00l will L¢ the love of God,
Further, good will matches the d=tachment anl disinterested-
ness of the pure desire to know, and so good will is a love
of God that is nrompted not br & hope of one's own advantege
but simply by Cod'e goodness,

fgeing & man or woman knows that he or she s
in love by aeking th> discovery that all Eﬁfgy gpontaneous
and deliborate tenidencies and actions regard the beloved,
Now &s thie arm rises spoutaneously to protect the head, so
all the parts of each thing comspire to the good of the whols,
and all thinge in @l thelr oparations proceesd to the rezliza-
tion of the order of the universe, But the order of this uni-
verse 1s actual &nd the ordsers of zll other universes are
possible becatse of the comnleteness of the intelligibility,
the power of the reaiilty, and the perfectlon of the goodness
and love of God. It Collows that, apart from the surd of sin,
the univarse is in love with Gods and good will_is the
opposite of the irrationality of 9in: accordingly, the man
of good will is in love with (0de

Ayain, the actul ordsr of the universe is
a good und value chiosen by God for the manifestation of the
perfaction of God, Moreover, 1t grounds the emergence and
includes th: excellence of every other good within the uni-

verse, so that to will any other good Ls to will the order
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of the universe, But good will follows intellect and so, as ﬁi
Intellect apprehends, 5o it wills svery other good becsuse

of the ordar of the universe and tha order of the universe
bocause of God.

Apuin, the ordoer of the universs includes 21l the
good thet all persons in the universes are or enjoy or nossess,
But to will the good of a person is to love thes person: and
580 to vill the order of tho universe beceause of onals love
of God 1s to love all persons in the universe because of onea's
lova of God,

Apzin, the order of tne universe is its intelli-
gibility to be graspad by following the sppropricte classical
or statlstlcal or genetic or dialectlecal method, lience, to
will the order of tha universe ls not to will the clock-work
perfection of mechenist thought but the emerpent probabllity
of the universe that exists, It is not to demand that all
things be perfsct In their inception but %o sxpset and will
that they grow and develop, It 1s not tn exclude from man's
worldd tine posslbility of th~ seciel surd, nor teo ipnore it
for it 15 a fact; nor to mistake it for an intelligibility
and so syctematize and perpeturte 1t, but to acknowledge 1t
as & problem and %o embrace 1ts solution,

How the will can contribute to the snlution
of tha problem of the social surd, inasmuch as it adapts a

dislectical attitude that poerallels the dialectical method

of intellect. The dlalectical method of intellect consists
in grasping that the social surd nsither is intelligible
nor is to he treated as intelllgibvle, The corresponding diz-

lectical attltude of will is to retum good for evil, For it
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is only inasmuch &3 men ars willing to meet ovil with good,

to love thelr onemies, to pray for thoso that verssacute
and calumniate ther, thut the soclal surd is a potantlal
good, It follows that love of God above all and in all so
gmbraces the order of the universe as to love all man with
a self-sacrificing love,

Aguin, self-sacrificing love of God and of one's
nolghbor 1s repantﬁht. For men's rational sell-conscinusness
exists over time, If it develops and bacomes good, 1t has
been less gool and perhaps evil, I 1t approves its past, it
thereby reverts to its past, If it would remain as 1t is, 1t
must disapprove its own past: and if it vould become still

better, 1t must disepurove its present. So ratlional self-

consciousness deplores anl regrets the scotosls of its drema-
tic bias and Lts involvewment in the individuel, group, and
goneral bilas of common sensej it repents lts flight from
self-kmowledge, its rationalization of wrong, its surrender
to avil; 1t detests its commitment to thg counter-positions,
fts contribution to man's decline through the successive
adjustments of theory to ever worse nractice, its share in
the genesis and the propagation of the myths that confer on
appearance the strength and power and passion that are the
due of raality,

Sueh repent;hce is not & marely sensitive
feeling of rullt. It is an act of good will following the
Ansights of iutelligance end the pronouncements of reason-
ableness, It is apart from the vegarles of mere feelings,
and when they go astray, it disapproves them, curbs them,

and may seek ald in conftrolling them,
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Further, such repent;hce does 1ot stop short at
the limited vievwpolnt of our chapter on the possihildty of
ethicse Mo as iﬁtallact rizes to knowledgs of God, the will
15 called to love of God, and then =vil is revealad to be not
merely a huzen vrong btut 2lsoe zin, ra3volt sgainst God, an
atase of ris goodness and love, a pra petic calumny that
hildes from oneself an:! from others th= absolute goodness and
perfect love that through the unlverse and through men ex-
precces Ltsell to men. So rapant;hce bareomes sorrovw, A rela-
tion batween stazas ln one's living 15 trancforme? into a
personal rele tlon ta the one loved above a1) and in all,

finelly, good will 1s joyful., For Lt is love
of God aliove all and 1n all, and love is joy, Its repenggfﬁa
~and sorroy regard the post, Its present sacrificez look to

the future, It 1s &t one =:ith the universe in bteing 1n love
with God, and it shares its dynamic resilience and expectancy,
As emergent protabllity, At ever rises above past achievemant,
As genetle process, Lt develops generde potuntiality to its
specifdc perfection, As dlalectic, it overcomes svil both by
meeting Lt with good and by using it to r=zinforce the good,
But good will wills the order of the universe, and co 1t
wills with that ordert's dynamle joy amd zesl,

In the fourteenth place, besldes the charity
by vhleh the will 1tself 1o made good, there will be the
hiope by which the will makes the intellset good.

For intellect functions properly inasmuch
as the detachisd ol disinterested desire Lo know is dominant
in cognitional operationse Still this desire is merely spon-

taneous, It is this root of intelligent and rational self-con-
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sciounsness, and 1t overates prior to our insights, our
Judgments, and our decislons, Now if thlg desire ic to be
maintained In its purity, if it is not to suffer from the
compaetition of tne attachoad and interested desires of man's
sensitivity and intersubjectivity, 47 it 1s not to he over—
ruled by the wlll!'s connivancs with rationallzations, then
it must b2 aided, sunportad, reinforced by a dellhorate

Aecision and a habltual deoterminetion of the will ftself.

Now such_a decision and determinetion of the
will cun have s Lty objact 01ly tha propsr gond of intellect,
But the vroper gool of intellact is the attainmant of the
objective ol the detached, dislautarested, unrestrictad desire
to know: and tha stiainment of that objactive 1Ls xKnowledge
of God vho 1s at once th: transcendent ldea of bteing and the
transcendent resiity of being. It follows that, as intellsct
spontanenusly desiras kiooviedge of God, so the will deliberate.
ly desires attairment of thet knowledge. Moreover, since the
act of will is an act of retloncl self;con;ciousness, 1t will
not be a mere repstition of the intallactls desira but also
will tsue issue vith coufllicting tondencies and considerstions,
On the one hand, then, it will be a declsion sgslnst man's
despair, for the secret of th2 counter-positlons is not the
superficial confusion generated by the polymorphlsm of human
consciousness but the deeper hopelessness tiat gllows man's
spirit to surronler the legitimate aspirations of tha unres-
tricted desire ani to seek comfort in the all too human am-
bitions of the Kuntian and ths pesitivist. On the other hangd,
it will be a declsion against presumption no less than against

despalr. The objective of an unrestricted desire to understand
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corractly lies beyond the reach of empirical science, of
comnon sense, of thelr unification in metaphysics, of the
transcendent knowledze by which we know that God exists and
that he is the unrestricted act of understanding, That ob-
jective 4s some attainment by knowledie of God wiho 13 the
unrastrictal act. The fulfilment of the conditions for that
attainment 1i» not «with man but with God vhose wisdom designed
the order of tir wiverse and whose goodnass brings a solu-
tion to man's problem of evil, dow¥ a desire th-t axcludes
both desnalr and presumntion 1s a eonfident hope, and so the
conjugate form of willinpness that alds and suvoorts and re-
inforces the pure desire 1s a confident hope that God #ill
bring man's intsllect to a knovledge, purticipation, possess-
ion of the unrestricted act of understanding,

However, tha ranga of divine wisdom is as large
as the ranre of divins omnipotance, As there ars many possible
solutions to man'g problom of evll, so there ars miny manners
in which God cnuld communicate to man a knovledge that mani-
Tasted the ansver to all gquestions and so nrovided the wi{l's
love of God with an irresistible source and ground in mants
ovn knowledre, Hov in the present section ve zre e¢onrcerned
to work out the nouristie structure of all solutions possible
within tha fraca2mwork of th2 actual order of the universe,
Accordingly, we must remain content to affirm hooe only iIn
& generic fashlon, Vhat specifically is men's hope in the
actual order of things, 1s to be settlad later by an appesl
to facts, |

In the fifteenth place, there is to be considered

the eppropriate, relatively transcendent conjugate form that

iw 4 -




ST LTI A o T e : e

Bpgcial Transcandent Knowisige

& realization of the solutlion to the problam of evil would
involve in n2ul s intallect, For if hope aids amd supports

the purs desir2 by striving for its goal, still hope 1s not
knowledge but only an e=xpactation of knowladge. It 1s not the
knowledge that we hope for but the knowlelge ve possess that
will supnly the will's hope with 145 object and assurance

and the w11l%s charity with its motives, Thera 1is needed in
the present & universally accessible and pormanently effective
manner of pulling men's minds ont of the counter-positions,

of fixing than in the positions, gf seeurine for them certi-
tude that God =xists and that he has provided a solution which
they are to acknovledge and to accept,

Howe#er, at first =ight, this seems an impossi-
bility within the limlits of the ovroblem. For tho problsm arisas
inasnuch as khuman knowledge bogs dovn in the counter-positions:
and the solution has to be recelved by man not moerely as in-
telligent an | rational, free ani resoonsible, but also as
operating within & harmonious continuation of the present or-
der of the uslverse, Hot only 1s there demanded & leap from
the counter-positions, but also it is expacted thut 1ts
occurrence will be probadble not in a few cases but in a
general and permanent fashion.

This argument, however, can ba met with a
distinction, For there eve tvwo ways in which men reach truth
and certitute, If one asks a mathematiclan vhat is the loga-
rithn dr tne square root of minus one, he will set down the
relovant definitions and postulates and then procsed to deduce
the answer, But if you ask a non-mathematician, he will tum

and ask tho mathomaticians and, in th: measure he is confident

e . ey _*
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of thelr ability and sincerity, he will have no doubt that
that the ansver theoy giwe is corroct, In both cases truth
and certitude are attained, but in th= first case 1t is
generated Iimmanently, shile In the second case it is ob-
tained through communicatlon with thoso whom one knows to
know, Now the argument outlined above goes to nrove that
there 1s no probability of men generally moving from the
eountar-pogitions to the nositions by immanently generated
mowledge, On the other hand, as far as the argument goes,
it ravaals no obatacles to the attainment of truth through
tha communication of reliable knovledge,

f+111 one has only to notice the similarity be-
twesn such cowmaunlasted knnwledge and beliaf to be avere
that this proposal bristles with difficulties,. For on the
subject of belief the counter-poslitions have bsen both abun-
dant and eloquent an i, until 1t can be shovn that there 1s a
possibility of conceiving ballaf as an intelligent an? reason-
able procedure; there Is 1o use attempting to continue the
present account of ths heuristic structure of the solution

to the human problem of evil,




ks The Notion of Belief,

The aceunt to be offered of ths notion of
belief falls into fonr main parts, First, thero wlll be out-

lined the general context of the procedure named belleving,
Secondly, the procedure ltself will be analyzed. Thirdly, the
method of elimineting nistaken beliefs will be explalned,

Fourthly, cortain technical quastions, ralsed by the analysis,
will be discussed. _

It is to be noted that tiie whole of the presant
section 13 simply an explanatory note thst interrupts the
exposition of the heuristic structure of the solution, To

that oxvosition we return In the naxt section,
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hel The General Context of Belief

The general context of belief 1s the collabora-
tion of mankind in the advancement and the dissemination of
knowledge, For if there is such a c¢ollsboration, then men
not only contribute to a common fund of knowledge but also
receive from it, But while they contribute in virtue of their
ovn axperience, understanding, snd Judiment, they raceive
not an immanently generated but a rellsbly communicated know-
led¢e, That reception is belief, and our fmmadlate eoncern

is 1ts genaral contoxt,

Alreedy the reader 1s femilisr with the dis-
tinctlons between eunpirical, inﬁelligent, and rational con-
sciousness, énd the further enlargement thet we have named
rational self-conscisusness, One is empirically ennscious
inasmuch as one is araro of data Into vhich one can inquire,
One 1s intelligently conscious inasauch as one inculres,
understands, formulates, and ralses further questions for
intelligence, One is rationally conscious in&asmuch &s one
puts questions for reflection, grasps the unconditioned, and

passas judgment, But ons becomes rationally self-conscious

inasmuch as one adverts to the self-affirming unity, grasps
tha Aifferent courses of action it can pursue, reflects upon
their value, utility, or agreeableness, amd proceads to 8
free and resmnsible decision,

ilov: just as the pure desirse to know, which is
spontaneous, can be ailded, supported, reinforced by a free

decision of the will in which one detsrmines to be quite
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genuine In all one's investigatlons and Judgments, so also

R i s

the spontancous wrocodures of the mind can be subnitted to
Introspective snalysis, formulated as methods, and reinforced

by free declslions in which one wills to be falthful to method-

R A e A R

ological vrecepts, 3
Now a fundamental methodologlcal issne is i
whether each man should confine his assents to what he knows
in virtue of his personal sexperience, his personal insights,
an@ his personal grasp of the virtually unconditioned or,

on the other hand, there can and should be a collaboration

in the advancement end dissemination of knowlndgpe,

In fact, the collaboration exists, Our senses
are limited to an aextremely narrow strip of space-time and,
unless ve are ready to rely on the senses of others, we must ;
leave blank all other places anl times or, as 1s more likely,
111 them vwithh our conjecturass and thien explaln our conjec- ;l

tures with myths, Again, the personal contribution of any in-

dividual to the wivance of huwan understanding 1s never largse,.

We may be astounied by men of genlus; but the way for their
discoveries was preparedﬁby many others in a long succession;
and 1 they took euormous strides, commonly it vwas bocause
the loglc of thelr circumstances laeft them no opnortunity to
take shorter ones, But without collaboration each successive
generation, instead of beginning where its predecessor left
off, would have to begin at the very beginning and so cowvld
never advance beyond the most rudimentary of primitive levels, ?}
Some collaboration, then, 1s inevitable, But
once 1t begins, it spreads, Nuthematicians expedite their

calculations by having the recurrent parts of thnelr work
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done once for all and then published 1n tables of various
¥inds, Agaln, the departments of mathematics multiply and,

as 1t becomes obvious tnat no ons ¢an master all, 1t follows
that each beging to rely on others for rasults ottained in
branches in wiich he nimself is not competent, Vhat holds

for mathematlic¢s, also holds in a broader manner for the enm-
pirical sciences, Kot only must sach physlcist and chemist
raly on tha reports of his predecessors and colleagues, not
only are the further questions set by an objective and general

process of advance rather than by the indlvidual's desire to

learn, but ewven the verifleation of cach hypothesls reslly
lies not i tha cwifirmmation that any one man's vwork con
Ibring but ratiteor in the cunulative evidence that 1s provided
by the whole sclentific tradition.

It is true of course that if the engineer sus-
pacts his tablesy, il the mathematiclan doubts the theorems
propounded in & different branch, if the emplrical scientist
has reason to challenge accepted views, then it is not only
possible but also hizhly laudable for them to labor to bring
aﬁout g revision, But if this possibllity an: encourasement
offer a necessary safeguard, they must not blind us to the
actual facts, Engineers tend to feel their duty has been done
when they learn how to use a slide-rule, and no oneg would
dream of imposing upon thalr intsllectual consclence the
obligation of working out indenondently tho trigonometric
funictions an’ tha logarithmic tables, Vhen it is claimed
that any <ncineaer con:ld have lmmanently genarated knowledge
of the correctunss of his slide-rule, it is not to be for-

gotten that all engineers mersly believe sllde-~rules to be
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correct and that none of them has any intengtion of seeking
to establish the matter by carrying out for himsolf the
endless computationg that the slide-rule so compactly
samearizes, ¥Wnen it is clalmed that cach sclentist conld
repeat and check the results of any experiment, it is not
to be forgotten that no scientist has any intention of re-
peating and checking all the exveriments which his thinking
presupvoses, Hor 41s thils all, for empirical sclence 1s a
colloctive enterprise to so radical an extent that no scien-
tist can have immanontly generated knowledgs of the evidencae
that really couwuts: for the evidence that really eounts for
any theory or uypotnesls 1s tho common testimony of 21l sclene
tists that the implications of the theory or hypothesls have
been verifisd in thelr separate and diverse investigations,
In plainer language, tho evidence that really counts is the
evidence for a belief,
Because collaboration 1s & fact, because it ig
inevitable, because 1t spreads into a highly differontiated
/1u4iﬂﬂtu““‘ net&york of interxwdevendent Speci&%;g%é, the nentality of any
individual becomes a composite product in which Lt is imposse
ible to seperate impanently generated knowledge and balief,
As was s=en in the chapter on the Notion of Juigment, there
stands in the habitual background of our minds & host of
previous Judgments and assents that serve to clarify and
define, to ovnlain and defend, to gualify and limit, the pro-
spective judgment that one 1s aliout to make, But if this host
is submitted to serutiny, one finds that one's beliafs are no
less operative than one's immanently generated knowledges

anl 1f one pursues the examination, ons 1s forced to the cone
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clusion that, &3 no bslief 1s independent of some items

of immanently generated knowledge, so there are extraor-
dinarlly few items of immanently generated xnnwledge that
are totally independent of béliefs. One doss not simply know
that England is an‘island. Holther does one merely believe
it. Perhaps no one has Immanently geherated inowledge that
general relutivity 1s more accurate than Newtonian theory
on the perihelion of Hercury, But it does not follow that
for everyone it L5 murely & matter of bollef, The levelopment
of *ie human mind Lg by the self-corracting process of leam-
ing, and in that process personal knowlaedge and belief prag. !ﬁ
@uuﬂgg tige an unrelenting symblosis, The broadening of individual
experience laciulas hearing the oninlons and tiie convictions
of others, The;deupﬂning of individnal understanding in-
cludes the exploration of many viewpoints, The formetion of

individual judgment is & process of differentiatisn, clarifi-

cation, and revision, in which the shock of contradictory
Judgments 1s as relevant as one's own observation and memory,
onels own intelligent inguiry and critical reflection, 8o
each of us advences from the nesclence of infancy to the
fixed mentality of old age and, howaver lurge and indeter-
minate tha contributions of bellefl to the shaping of our
minds, still every bellefl and all its implicg tions have been
submitted to the endiessly repeated, if unnoticed, test of
fresh experiences, of further questions and new insights, %i
of clurifying end qualiifying revisions of judgment,

‘ The general context of bellef, then, is a sus-
tained collaborat fon of many Instances of rational self'-con-

sclousness in Lhe sttalnment and the dissemination of knowe
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ledgese The alternative to the collaboration is & primitive
ignorance. But the consequence of tiie collaboration is a

synbiosls of Knowledge and belief, Vhat, then, 1s the process
of belleving?
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The &nalysis of belief prosupposes & theoren and
outlines a typicul process,

The theorem regards the loglcal pogsibility of
beliéf, and it nay be divided into two parts, one ramote snd
general, the othor proximete and concrete,

The ranote &nd general part of the theoren arpues
fron tha criterion of truth, As has been seen, vhen a proposi-

tion is grasped as virtvally unconditionsd, there arises a

rati-mal necassity that leads us to offirm or deny the proposi- ?
tion as certainly or probsbly true, Hence, whils truth {s & r
proverty Immin-nt in rationally coasclous acts of assent or
dissent, ¢till it rests -n the unconditioned, But the uncon-
ditioned ie iadepadent not only of particular places and
times but ulso of the particular mind thet happens to be its
subject, hccordingly, there is to any truth an essential de-
tachability from the wmind, in which it hanpened to be gener-
ated, and an essential comsmicablllity, for the uncemmditioned
cannot but be Independent of processes of transmission from
one place and tine to another and from one mind to another.
The nroximete and concrete part of the theorem
is involved in a quastion of fact, There cen and to some
extent there does exist & collaboration of men in the ad-
vancenent and the dissemination of knowledge, On that colla-
boration there rest the invention and development of languages,
the erection of schools and universities, ths use of scien-
tiflec methods and the publication of scientific journals,

our domestic, economic, and political institutions, and the
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whole netgyork of comzunications of the civilized vorld with
thelr implielt, and often explicit, reprobation of periury,
decelt, and propaganda, low 11 so far as thls collaboration
is c¢onducted properly, there 1s an Ilmnlementation of the
essential detachabllity and communlcability of truth, To a
comron fund each may contribute inastucih as ha rasps the
virtually unceondl tioned; to that comnon fund cach does con-
tribute ilnasnuch as hoe oxpresses exactly tha :neonditioned
that ho grasps; anl from the common fund esch may make his
own anpropriations inasmuch as intelllgantly and ¢ritically
he balieves tie traths vwiaich othars hava grasped,

Just how one is to diseriminate betwesn the
properly arl the lmproparly conducted parts of the eollabora-
tion, raises & cnuplex question that had hest be reserved to
the next subwsection (4,3) . Our immediate concern 1s with the
outline of thie typleal process of true belief, say, an
accoptance offtabla of logarithms as true, Five stages are
to ba distinguished, namely, 1) preliminary judgments on the
value of beldef in general, on the reliability of the source
for this bellef, and on thne accuracy of the cormunication
from the sourcej 2) a reflectlive act of understanding that,
in virtue of the preliminary julgments, grasps as virtually
unconditioned the valve of daciding to believe some particular
pronosition, 3) the consequent juigment of value, 4) the con=-
sequont decision of the will, and §) ths assent that is the
act of believing,

In this sequence, the key act is the second,
For it is tiv2 goaul towards which the preliminary judzments

head and in which tirey are resumed; end at the same time it
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anticiputes the subsequent three scts and constitutes the
guarantee of their wvalidity and of their rationality, Accord-
ingly, it w11l be wall to bepin with a brilef considoration
of the othar acts so thst we may know both vhat the central
gct has to support and what 1t may presuppose,.

The taird act, then, is a judgment on the value
of deciding to belleve with certitude or with probability
:that some proposition certainly or probably 1s true or false,
As any Judgment, it procesds vith ratinial necassity from one' s
owt grasp of e vivtually uneonditioned and it posits pre-
pisely what is gresved as unconditioned, As any judgment, 1t
may be true or falsa, for the investigation leading up to
the judgment mey or may not have boen free from the undue in-
fluence of desires other than the pure desire to know and,
again, ons may or nmay not be insufficiently or excessively
exigent in determining the presence of tha virtuslly uncon-
ditioned, Hovaever, it differs from judgments of fact and
from theoretical judgments, for it settles a question of
fﬂ\ value; and it differs from other judgments of value, Tor it
- 1s concerned not with the good of the senses nor with the
good of the will nor with the rood of the whole man nor with
the good of society but simply and solely =ith the zZood of
intellect. Moreover, it ls concerned not with the good of
intellect in general but with & partienlar heiief, Accord-
2‘J} ingly, 1t pfesunmoses that it is good for intellect to reach

the unconditioned through its own inquiry end raflectlon,
that 1t is good for intellect to communicate to others the
unennditioned that it has reached, and that it is good for

intellect to accept from others the unconditioned that they
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have reached, But tha Judgment of value now under discussion
goas beyond thiisy reneralities to pronsunce upon ths value
of accepting from otners in a determinate Instance what they
communicate as wuncondltioned.

The fourth act follows upon the third, It is a
free and responsible decision of tha =ill to bellave a glven
proposition as probadbly or cartainly true or false, It 1s a
reasonable act of tha «will, if It {s proceeded by a sincere
and favorable judzment on thn walue of deciding to believe
the proposition In cuestion, It 4s a o0d act of the will, if
the sincere and favorahle judgment of value also is correct,
Moreover, In its antscedents, the lecision to believe may be
said to regemble any other decisiony Clor it presunposes the
occurrence o»f an insight in vwiich one grasps believing as a
pogsible course of asctlon anl, further, it presunposes the
occurrence of rational reflsction in which the course of action
is evalvated favorsbly, But, in its consequents, the deelsion
to bellieve Jiffers from othar declslons of tha vill: for
other decisions Initiate or continuae intagrated sequences
of bodily movements, or they modify the flow of images and
consequent affects, or they regard the will 1tself by decid-
ing to declde; but the doecision £ty believe is a decdsion to
produce in inteilect the act of assenting to a pronosition
or dissenting from it, '

The fifth sct is the act of belleving, It is
an ect of ratiomal self-consclousnesas thut occurs within the
general program of a collaboration of minds in the advance-
ment and in the dissemination of knowlsdgze of truth, It

resenbles the act of Juignent in object and in mode, but 1t
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differs from it In motive and in origin. It rasembles juig-
ment 1n its object, for Lt affirms or denies a proposition
to be true, It resenbles Judgment in its mode, for it is a
rational utterance of a Mest or "No" thst may be pronounced
with cartitude or with probatility. Bat while jud.ment 1s
notivated by one's own grasp of the unconditioned, the assent
or dissent of beliefl is motivated by a dacision to profit by
g huran collaboration in the nursuit ol truth. &nd vhile jwig-
ment results with ratlional necessity from reflective rasp of
the unconditloned, the assent or dissent of bellefl results
with natural n=2cessity from a [re= and responsible daclsion
to believe,

fhe third, fourth, a&ni £ifth scts form a sequence,
The judgnent is on fine value of declding to believe, The act

of will is a decision to bzliave hecause of tha value, The

assent or dissent of belisf i: the value that one affirms and

decides to accept., #iovw as the act of belleving depends upon i

the decision, and the dacision depends upon the judi=ent of

value, so all three acts are antlcipated by the reflective
act of understanding: for in that reflective act ths con- %
ditioned that is gresped as virtually unconditioned is the
velue of deciding to balieve & given nrovoesition, According-
Yy, if the reflective act occours, thers will follow with
ratlonal necessity the judgrent of value, with free respon-
sibitity the decision to believe, and with natural necessity

the act of bellsving. Howasver, i1f the reflective sct is to

occur, thers must be 1) a conditioned, 2) a link between the
conditioned an'l its conditions, and 3) the fulfilment of the

conditions,
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The conlitlonad in question is thie value of
deciding to belleve a determinite proposition,

The link between the conditions and ths con-
ditioned is that, 1 the proposition has been graspai as
unconditionsd in & manner rthot satisfies the eriterfon of
truth, then there exists a value in deciding to balfeve the
pronosition,

Finally, thae coadltions are fulfillad In the
measure that one knows 1) that the propocition has been
communicated accurately from its source, and 2) th:et the
source uttered the proposition, uttered it as true, uttered
it truthfully, and was rot mlstaken,

Since knowledge of the fulfilment of the cornte
ditions commly coasists in jud ments or assents, the un-
conditioned can be oxnressoed s a syllorism in which the
link suopplias ths major premis;'anﬁ the fulfilmaut of the
condltions supplies the minor premia%i Howaver, as has been
seen al ready, the function of syllogistic expression 4s not
to eliminate but to facilitate the occurrenca of the re-
flective act of understanding, A parrot or an elactronic
computer can send forth signs in a syllosistic p.ttern; but
nelther can grasp the virtually unconiditionad; and nedithsy
can be subjscted to the rational necessity that rasalts in
a judgment, Inversely, when a man pronounces & judgzient on
the value of deciding to believe, it is not becanss of a
syllozism nor even because he accepts the prem{ises of &
syllovism but only brecause the syvllogism has helped him
grasp the virtually unconditioned in his acceptance of the

remigses,
prost
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It rerains that something be said on the pre-
liminary judpgments. For if we have considered already thelrx
theorotical elements, such as the esseantlal cowrwnicabll ity

of ths uneonditioned and the value of implamanting this

communicability in a human collabioration, there slso are in-
volved such concrete elsments as tho rellahility of a ziven
source and the accuracy of a g#iven conmunication,

Haere the fundamental observation s, of course,
the nltimate insufficiency of any set of general rules, For
the concrete joes bheyond all gonoralities, and the raloevant
eoncerete jul-uant of fect will vary not only with boliafs
but also with sources, with communications, snd vith tha
eclreumstances and knowledge of prospective believers, In-
telligent inquiry and critical reflection have tos deploy
21l their resources beth to exclude the numerous nossivilities
of error and inaccuracy and to discover and assenble the
equally varied indications and c¢onfirmations of truth, Fin-
ally, as has been geen, while an analysls car indicate the
genaral lines along which man's intellect procezds to the
emerete judgment of fact, i1t can never do justice to the
full range of 1ts resources and to the delicacy of its
dlscernment,

But 1f one camiot hope to proesent concrete Juig-
ments in general terms, at least one can dlstingdsh certain
broad diffarsicaes., For onz can rsach tha wndonditioned grasp«
ed by anothor mind =itier in a personal Interview or throeugh
a8 serles of internediaries. One can rely on paersonal Kiow-—

ledge of an individualts abilltlaes and character or on the
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tostimony of others whose abllity and character are known,
One can exclude orror by sppealing to ability and deceit
by scrutinizing motives or nne can argue in the onnosite
fashlon as in Prof, Collingwood's detective story in vhich
all the witnesses were lylng an? &ll the clues ware plarced,
One can movn LHryond the vhole raagss of personal enonsidera-
tions to bas:y onel: case on the conztitutive lavs of a huwan
collaboration tihiat not only in its intent but also in 1ts
funetloning is\fg,conﬁtructed to reduce error &nd inaceuracy
to & minimum and, sooner rather thsn liter, to sxtrude even
the minimum that incidentally arlses, But ~hatever the pro-
cedure, the only goneral rule is to be alertly intelligent
and critically reflective; and hovever intelligont and
critical one may be, the result is to be named not know-
ledge but belief, for one ands with an assent to a nro-
position that one c¢onld not onaself grasp ty be uncondltionsad,

There 1s a final observation and {t is that the
gerntiny of the reoasons for almost any belief will reveal
that it rests on other beliefs, This 1s only to be expected
aince, Iin Tact, men collaborste in the pursult of knowledge
and since raci: Judrment they make rests on thair prior judge
ments and assents. Dut it will not be amiss to 1llustrats
the point and v shell take a selentific example both bee
egause sclence 13 so clearly a collective enterprise and
becaure there exists a widespresd blunder that contrasts
science with belief,

Let us ask, then, whether the General Theory
of Relativity reduces the error of 43 seconds of &rc per

century that arises in the Newtonlan calculztion of the
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perihelion of Marcury. An affirmative answer would nrasuppose
1) & nurber of different and guits accorate observations,

2) the principles and inferexces Introduced in constructing,
mownting , and using the astlglomical instruments, 3) the
princinlaes and lengthy caleulations nsaded to dateraine the
Newtonlsn exmpectations, ahd 4) tha validity of tha tonsor
caleulus erl the correctness with vwhieh Lt 1s empioyed to
reach th Zinttelnian aporoxination, But to secure the
relevant observations, there i{s rieeded & @mecession of
tralned observers and the knovledie or bellef thet they

were trained succes:fullyy that tney vere conscientious, and
that they obtilned the results thet are attributed to then,

A4 lorig ran@e of sclentific issues are invalved In the design
and construction, the erection and use, of thw astronomical
instrumenits; tha principles ou which each of these 1ssues
ves sodved, L[ established sclentifically, was ostsblished

by a human collaboration that operstes tiirough belizf: and
vhether or not th2 principles were &pplied correctly in the
case 0¥ =ach instruuent, is a matter of further belisf for
all For vhon the applications were not & matter of immanently
genexated Kiovledge. What 1s meant by Newtonlan theory and

by the Gensrel Thory of Relativity, may be reud in a variety
of books thub ultinately ackiowizdgze Newton and Einctetin as
thelr sources) but not only the readers of the books but also
most of th authors did not know but belloved that H¥sewton end
Einstein vere the sources, Finally, while one may xnow both
Ne tonian moechanles and the tensor calculus, one may be a bit
hesitant about trusting one's om unsupported judgnent on the

correctness of the Elnsteinian approximation, or one may
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shrink from the labor of working out for onaes2lf tie rele-
vant Hewtonlan calculutions, or at least ona will draw the
line at unlsrtaking & fresh ant independant coaputation of
the ﬁathemabical tablas that facilitate the caleul tlonsy
and so on2 vnuld be led to add still further ballzfs to
ground onats baliefl in the superlority of tne itizory of
‘ralativity.

Nirvon . s,

AR, hovever aumerous the baliels lnvolved,
one will emasols maself with the thought that one 1g bve-
lieving scizatists. Thoy possess a high reputation for ;
intellectual inta;rity, Moreover, 1t is rather difficult
for them to avoid meriting thelr roputation, for not only
are they subjected to strong motives for avoilding error end kD
inaccuracy but elso each of tham possesses both tha iuncen-
tives and the facilities for malking publie any error or in-
accuq{gcy that escaped tho notlice of bhazé::olleagues. Like
the Constitution of the United Stulos of America, sclentific

collaboration is a system of chacks &and balancesg in which

.a,h evaryone 1s out to avoid mistakes and alert to gpot the
| mistakaes of othars. But while everyone c¢en grasp this
& general principle, it is another matter to have some ex-
perimce of the way it works out in practice. 3clentists
hemselves hava such exverisnce and it both yields know-
o ledge of their inilividual case and supports baliefl in the
' operativeness nf the same pressures upon other sclentists,
o, Yet the question is whether these préssures w-ra in fact

operstive on the indlividual scientists positively or nega-

tively resnonsible for the expression of the precise proposi-

tlon to be believed here and now, If they werse, tha longer
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tho time in which the proposition remains unchallenped, the

greater becomes the approximation to certitude, If thaey

ware not, 1 other equally efflcacions pressures or motives
vere not operative, then modern sclence could hardly have
succocded Iin elfacting 1ts profound transformatlion of

modern livinr. And so the dependence of belief on otuer
bellefls movaes from the fisld of scionce to the fleld of
histéry, for the »rofound transformation of modern living

by modern sclence is a truth that we accept vwithout immanent-
ly generating knowledpge of the whole of it by our personal
axperience, personal inquiry, and personal grasp of the

uriconditlioned.
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bl The Critique of Bellafs

In principle, balief is possible because the
eriterion of truth is the mmeonditionsd. In practlce, bellef
15 ag Intelligent and resconable as is the collaboration of
men In the advancenent and in the disseminstion of xnovled:e,
In fact, if the collaboration in the fisld of natural sclence
enjoys enormous prestige, it does not merit the same high
praise in other flelds, Mistaken beliafsg exist, and the
fmction of an analysis of belief is overlookad if it fails
to axnlaln how wistaken beliefs arlse and hov tiicy are to
bo elimincted,

Fortunataly, the present question ralsas no new
issues, Alresady thers has been carried throuch s pgeriaral
eritique of error and, as error in general, so mlistaken be-
liefs have thelr voots in the scotosls of the dramatic sub-
Ject, in the iadividual, group, and generel blus of the
praetical subject, in the conter-pesitions of philosophy,
and in their ethical ifnmplicetions and conseguences, In
belief &s in personal thougist and judsment, men go wrong when
they have to understend and to judge either themselves or
other things in relation to themselves, The serenity and
sure-footedness of the msthematiclan, the physicist, the
chemi st, are not independent of the remoteness of these
fields from human living., If, in the past, physicists and
chenl sts have bheen préminent in »ropagating an erroneous
mechanist determinution, still it was a single sweeping
mistake, 1t had its origin in the nolymorphism of human con-

sciousness, and it has been corrected by the abstractness

D
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of relativity and thse inlsterminism of quantum mechanics,
If HaecKsl offars an Instance of sciantific fraudulence,
it also is true that hils deception was in 'h» interezt not
of binlogy but of 4 materlalist ohilosophy, On the other
hand, when it comes to the study of life, of tna paycho-

loiical depthia, of human Institutions, of tho history of

nationg, cultnres, o1l relizlons, then diversity multiplies,
differences Lacoms irreconcilable, ani the name of science

can be invoked vith plausibility only by introducing method-

ological conventions that exclude from scefantific comsideras

tion the haart of the matter, The life of nan on 2arth lies

-»rf...,
under the shzdow of a problem of evil; nwf,evil invades his

mind; and as it distorts his immanently ¢=a reted knovledre, i‘)
so also it distorts his beliefs, 3
If thy determin tion of the orisin of mistaken
beliefs raises no naew issuzs, nalther doss the problem of %
eliminating from onse!'s ovn mind the rubbish that msy have
sattlad thare in a 1ifgﬁ}ong sy..blosls of personal inquiry
and of believing, For lgarning one's errors is but z par-
ticular case of lesrning, It takes as its starting-point

and clue the Alrcovary of some praclise dssue on which un-

doubtadly one vas mistakene It advasces by incuiring Into
the sources tn.y wuy have eantiribufed to that error and,
perhaps, contributed to other errors as well, It asks about
the motives anlt the supporting Jjuidgments that, as they once

confirmed one in that ervor, may still te holding one in

S
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others, It investigates tha comsequences of the view one now
rejects and 1t seeks to determine whetinsr or not thev too are

to be rejected. The process is cumuliative, The discovery of
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ona error 1s exploited to lesd to the discovery of others

and the discovery of the othars provides a still larger hase

to proceed to the discovery of still more., Moreover, this
curmlatlve process not only taces advantige of the mind's
natlve process of learning, in vhich one insight leads on
to other insights that open the way to still further in-
slghts, but 1t also exzploits the Insistence of rational con-
sciousness on consistencys for Just as our love of consis-
tency, once we have made one nistaka, lezds us to make others,
80 the same love of conéistency leads usg to reject othepy
ml stakes, when one 18 rejected, and &t the sane tine, it
provides us with abundant clues for finding the others that
are to be rejacted,

if osur ganeral principles 2nable us to b3 brief
both on the arigin of misteken beliefs and on the msthod of
elindncting them, thers is not to be overlooked the ¢lari-
fication that comes from contrast,

In the first place, ths critigue rests on a
systematically formuleted notlon of belief, There axists
a human collaboration in the pursuit and the dissemination
of truth., It implies that in ths mentallty of any individual
thera exists in principle a distinction between hi:z judgments,
wirien rest on immanently gonerated kKnowledge, and his othar

as sents, which owe their existance %o his participation in

the collaboration, Vithout some Immanently generzted Know-
ledpe, there would be no contributions to the collaboration.
¥ithout some beliefs, thare wiuld be no ons that profited
by the collaboration. It follows, furthar, that immanently

generatad knowledro and belisf differ, not in their object

~
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or thair modes, but in their motives and thelr origin, Thus,
tha same pronosition, say "E=1mc2", may he knovm by some
an® Lalioved by others: it mey he knowm or hrlicvad as more
or lass probatde: but if it is known, the oroonaition 1tself
i3 gra=pad ar menniltionad; and if it 1is balieved ratlone
ally, then tae uaconditionad that 1s grasved 1s the value
of being willin: to profit by the Intallectual lchors of
others, Hence, bocause tne object of beliof is the same as
the object of Iimmanently zenerated knowledge, we have to
disapree with gll the wviews thet atfribute ballef to the
psychologzlcal depths or to desire or fesr or to santiment
or to mere will. On tho other hand, beceuse even an in-
tellectual collahoration 1s conditionad by decisions of the
will, we also disagree with all tho vievs thet admit any
bellef to be simnly e matter of cognitional activity.

In th: seeond pluce, though thers exists in
principle a distinction between imranently pgenerated know-
ledge &nd bellef, it does not follow that there exist two
compartments in anyone's mind anAd that he can retain what
he knows and throw out what ne bslieves, On the contrary,
the external colluboration is metched by an internal sym-
biosis, and ta: counsel that one should drop &ll bellef

- has the sams ludicrous consequences as the Cartesian philo-
sophic eriterion of indubltahility, For thie counsel ¢an be
followed only if one has & quite inaccurste notion of the
nature and the extent af beliefs it leads to the ralection
of all beliefs thet, on erroneous suppositions, are Xnown
to be beliefs; and so not only are true bsllefs rejected,

which 18 not an act of devotion tn truth, but also there

ok
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1
arises tho absurd conrviction that one's mistaken but covert
beliefs must be naned either sciznce or sound common sense

or pnilo=onhy.

Yo doubt there are mictuken baliefs, Ho doudbt
ristaken baliefls are to be eliminated, But the first sten is
to know what & %Lollaf ise It 1s to make the discovery, per-
haps.start]ing to wany today, that a report ovar tho radio
of the latest sclantific discovery adds, not to one's scien-
tiflc xnowledge, but to one's beliefs, The scecond step, no

" less necessary than the first, is to grasp the mothod to be
followed in elinminsting mistagen belizfs, Fox if one fails
to hit unon the right method, one gets nowhere, The elimina-
tion of mistaken beliefs is not a matter of taking up a
book and of bslieving the author when he proceads to cnumer-
ate your mistaken belliefs: for that procedure adds to your
beliefs; the addition varlas »ith the uuthor that you happen
to read; it iz oxtremely unlikely i{':a® he will hit off with
any accuracy your personal list of mistaxen beliefsy and it

™y is not improdadle that your mlsiaken beliefs will destermine
| whiech author you prefer and so covertly zovern your cri-
tique of Lelisfl by bellef, Apgain, the elimination of mis-
taken belieis is not a matter of ettempting to assign ex~
plicitly the grounds for each of your bellefs and of reject-

ing those for which aildequate oxplicit grounds are not avail-

able, For inquiry iato thes grounds of any bellefl soon brings
to 1ight that 1t depends on, s&y, ten other beliel's; each of
the ten, in turn, will be found to depend on ten othersi one's
neglect of metilod now has one attempting to test &t once one

hundred and eleven beliefs, and they will be found not only
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to be linikked together 1n an organic intersdependence of

mutual conditioning but also to ralse stil: further cone-

" giderations that pertly are matters of immansntly generated

knowledge and partly matters of further bellef, The simple
fact 1s that a man cannot reconstruct his mind by tho process
of exnlicit analysiss for expliclt analysis takes more tims
than the spontaneous procedures of the mind; it has taken
each of us our lifesxtime to reach by spontaneous procedures
the mentalities we now possess; and so if it were necessary
for us to submit our mentalities to a total expliclt analysis,
it would also be necessary for us to have twofold lives, a
1ife to live, and another, longer life in which to analyze
the life that 1s lived,

In contrast, the method, offered by our critique,
asks no one tn belleve that he subscribes to mistaken belisefs,
¥ithout undus optimism 1t cexpects people of even moderate
intelligence to be able to discover for themselves at least
one mlsteken bellefl, Agaln, tﬁe propqsed method doas not
offer anyone a putative list of his mistalken beliafs; it
does not even offer a list of alternative lists, as the
clothing industry offers a range of recady-muade sults of
different sizes, Rether 1t ailms at the perfect flt, and so
it is content to point out the far-reaching significence of
the discovery of even one mistaken belief, For that discovery

enables ona to set in reverse the same snontaneous andg

oumlative process that gave rise to one's mistaken beliels.
S0 one sacures at a stroke the »rocedure that iz both econom-

1cal and efficacious: it 1s economlical, for it w:stes no time

examining beldefs that cre truey and 1t 1s efficaclous, for
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concrate issues,

it begins from the convictian that one hacs macde one bad mis-
take, end 1t proceeds along the structural liness of one's
oM mentality an:l tarough the spontaneous and cumulative

ounxrations of the mind that alone can deal successfully with

In the third place, though we claim the nethod

to be efficacinus & ainst mistaikon bellefs, we do not claim

that it goes to thce root of the problem, For the hasic prob-
iem lies not in mistaken belief's but in the mistaken believer,

Far more than they, he is at fault, Until his fault is correct-

edy until his bias is attacked and extirpited, he will have

little heart in apnlying an efficaclous method, little zeal

in prosecuting the losser culprits, little rigor ir pronounc-
ing sentence upon them, little puetience with tha nraspect of
ferreting out and examining and condemning still further
offenders, A& critique of mistaken belicfs 1s a human con-
trivance, and a human contrivunce cunnot exorcize the probe-
lem of human evil, If man's w11l matched the detachment and

the unrestricted devotion of the pure desire to krow, the

problem of avil would not arise, Inversely, as long as will

fails to mateh the lesire of intellect, Intollect may devise
its efficacions motids tat the will fails to glve them the

cooperation t.sy demsnd, Still, this pessimism is only hypo-
thetical, It acknowloedges & problem of evil, yet it prescinds
from the exlstence of & solution, The solution does exist

and so no ong can assure himsel{ that its realizztlon has not
begun in him, 4nd if in him that realization has begun, then

his discovery and rejection of one mlistaken bellef can lead




al Trangcendent Knowladze ' C 007 208,

him on to the discovery and the rejectlon of as many more

as the God of Truth demands of hin,
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4o A Logical Note

The possibility ant fact of belief enlargss the
nation of truth to include not only thae content of judgments
resulting from reflective grasp of the unconditioned bhut alsoe

the content of uwozents that proceed proximately from decisions

of the will zu! remotely from someone zlse's grusp of the
uanconditioned,

Hovever, Lf thils enlargenent is overlooked, thore

arlse a nunber of logicsl problems that have repercussions on
the analysis of belief. It will be the purpose of the present
suqipsction to linvilcate that such problems ars perely logical
and that they vanish when tha notion of truth asd, in particu~
lar, its enlargement are taken into account,

First, then, it will be objected that b=l¥ef in-
voelves no enlargement, For whether ona knows or belioves,
truth consists simply in affirsing what is and {n denying
what ls not while filsity conuists simply in affirming vhat
1s not and in denying what is. The answer to the objection
135 to be had In noting that aeffirmation and donlal are in-
trinsically ratlonal acts, that they not merely regard an
object but slso occur because of an apprehended motive, tHeonce,
while belief does not anlarge the range of objects of true
affirmation, 1t does enlarge the range of true affirmations
for £t enables many to affirm truly what only a few may grasp
as wconditioned,

Secondly, it may be objected that, In the analysis
of bteiief, four of tho alleged typlcal scts are superfluous,

For once one knows that an expression has been communicated
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accurately from a really reliable source, ona knows that it
15 true. Therefore, there is no need for the reflective act
of understanding, for the judrment of value, f»r tho lecision
of the will, and for the assent thet 1: srld to be an act of

believing., The znewer is to point out that the otjection

takes tha onmmter-nositions far grantzd. It supposes that
~truth and falsity are »nroparties of exprassions but, as has

been seen, they are aropertles of intrinsically rational acts

whila expressions are merely adequate ox Iingdegquate,. iience,

to know that an exvrassion has baen comuunicated accurately

from a reliable source 1) 4¢ not to xnow that the expression

ia true, for truth i{s not & proparty of expressions, and

2) does not lzad to knowledge of truth but sslely to bellaef,
Thirdly, one may object that it lecads not morely

to belief but also to knowledse of truth, For it loaids to the

fudpment on the value of daciding to bellevey that judement 1s

" not a belief, for it procecds Lmmsilztely from a srasp of the
value as uncondltioned; moreover, that value 13 neither sen-
sible nor volitional but purely intellectual, and the purely
intellectual value ig truth, Therefore, the judguent of value
is not bellel but knowledre of value, and the value kKnown 1is

truth. Further, there follows the corollary that the decision

to belleve and the act named helleving are supsrfluous.

The fallacy here turns on the use of tne name,
knowledye, In 2 broad sense, one can say that a cognitional
act 1s knowladga 1f its object is true; in that sense all true
bélier is an instance of knowlzdge, But In a sirict ssnse one
will say that a cognitional act is knovladge 1} If fts object

1s true, and 2) if the cognitional sct results immediately
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from a roflactive grasp of the obJect as unconditisned; and,

clearly, in thils strict sense not even trus belisf Is know-

ladge,

Jdov, ln the third objocetinn, it is argusd that
the judgment of valuo 1s not helizf but xuovl:die, and then
the name, knowlndge, is enployed in tho strict sense, Latar,
however, it is argued that tue valus in question i¢ a truth
and, since thz value ls Xnown, therefore the truth is knowm,
Now it i1s In this arguassnt that the amblgulty b=¢ores overae-
tive, For kuowledge of the value 1s knowledgo 1n the strict
sonse, Knowledre that thie valus In nuestion is the value of
truth again is knovledge in the strict so:ce, But knoledge
of the contont or objeet, subsurmed under ti: value of truth,
is no more thon knowledpe in the broad sense, For 1t 1is
xnovledge that an act of bellaving, if it occurs, will be
truey but even whean the act of belleving does oeccur, it will
ba no more than knovledge in the broad sense; and anticlpatory
knowledge of inorledpre in a broad sause ls lnovleldge of the
anticiputed ettt ar object only in a broad sense,

ffourthly, it will be objectad thit 2t least the
decision to belisve and the act of belleving are superfluous,
For in the jJudgmont of value there is lmpliclit knowlediras that
the contant of this anticipated assent of bellefl will be true,

But, by adverting to the implication, ono alrasdy kaows all

that one will kaow by believing. Therefere, at least for anyons ?f

aware of the implications of his acts, the decislon to belleve
and the act of bellieving are sunerfluous,
The bacic distinction overlaoked Yy thls shjection

i3 between the primary flow of conselousness, in which occurs
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the process »f believing, andl the secondary, introspactive
flow, in which occurs the enalysis of the nrocess af bellsv-

ing.

Hov in the primary flow a judgment nn the vslue
of Adeciding to balieve oithier is or is not sunerfluous, If
1t is superfluous, then the premisﬁ'of the fourth objeectinn
vanishes alons with the decision to believe and thne act of
believing, But if it Is not suverfluous, then the affirma-
tisn of the valna of daciding motivates the will to docide
and may avon ohiige ib to decide: and 1if the =»ill decldes,
then thoe act of balioving follows vith neturad nacessity,

Moreover, if one grunts the judgment of value to be super- §

fluous, then one is committing ones:1f to th: comtor~posi-
tionss for onz will be driven to conceive trith, not as a
property of intrinsically rational acts (varitas lonica
formaliter est in solo iudicio), but ss a proverty of ex-

pressions or, parhups, as ocome self-subsistent entity to be
known by taking a look.

It is in the secondary, introspective flov of
consciousness that there occurs the advertence to the im-
plication that, if the judsment of value is true, then the
assont of belief will be true, But thoﬁgh.the implication
exlsts and the advertence may ocecur, they do not render i
superfluous cithear the declsion to believes or the act of

believing. .ar tne iatrospaective flow of c¢onsclousness either

is confined to unoving or else It roes beyond knowing to hae

come a principle of action. If 1t ic confined to knowing,

then its sole function is to report accurately vhat occurs

in the primary flov; znd thpe accurate report is thaet the

o)
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daecision to belleve und the act of believing are not super-

fluous but normal elements in the collaboration of men in

the sursuit of truth, On tie other hand, LIf the introspective

flow of consciousness Is supposed tn be & principle of actinn, w

so that man knows himself in order that ne may reconstruet
his procedures, than =t loast the reconctruction has to be
cohzrent and reasonable, But it vould be lncohsrent to
posit a judement on tha value of deciding to believe and,
at the sane time, exclude the decision and the believineg,
And a will that consistently failed to resisond to affirma-
tive judgments of value would not be good and reasnnable”
but bad and wnr:asonable, Finully, while the reader may
feel that no coild work out a coherent and rausonzble re-
construction that modified the actual process of bellefl,
he also will acknowledpe that his reconsiruction would re-
main a nere theory, quite irrelevant to the &nelysis of
belief, until believers commonly proceeded along the new

lines laid down for them,

A
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5, Hesumption of the Heuristic Structure of the Solution

The foregoing account of balief interrupted a
larger discussion. For the presont chapter began with the
affirmation of a problem of evlil and of the exlstence of
a solution, Moreover, though it was clear that many solutlons
lie within the reach of divine omnipotence, it was seen to
be possible to determine the peneral cherccteristies common

to all solutians, Thus, any solution vould be ones it would

ba universally accessible and permanent) it vould be some
harmonious continuation of the actugl ordor of the universes
it would conslst In some roversal of the priority of living
over the Inowlo iyo naded to gulde life und over the good
wlll needed to follow knowledge: this raversal would be

gffected through conjugate forms that 1ln some sense would

transcend human nzture, that vould constitute a new nigher
integration of human activity, that would pertain not to
static system but to sy:item on the move, that would be
realized with nen'e apprcohension and consent and In accord
with the probabilities of world order, Finally, 1t was seen

that these conjugate forms would be some type of charity,

of hope, and of balief,
Now that the naturs of belief has been clarified,
it is possible to resume our investigstlon of the heuristie
structures; and to emphasize tho continuity of the present
fifth saetion with the earlier third section, it may not be
amiss to carry over the nurbering of the successive asser-

tions,
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In th sixteenth place, then, the solution in
its cognitinual a2spoct will consist in a new and higher

collaboration of men in the pursult of truth, For it has

been seen that the solution me~ts a oroblem of error and

sin through a higher intepration that, though 1ln some sense

transcendent, none the less 1s a harmonious continuation

of the actual order of the unlvarse, How in the actual order
of the u ilverse moen's intallectual develonment occurs within
a collaboration, “hleh men maintain by thelr truthfulness

and accuracy, in vhich they norticip:te by tineilr beliafs,

and to whiich thoy contribute by the addition of thelr imma-
nently penerated knowlelpge, Accordingly, ba3cause the solution

is & ncrmonious continuation »f the gctual ordar, 1t too

will be a collaboration that Involves bellef, truthfulness,
accuracy, ond immenently genercted knovledre, Again, boczuse
the solution is & hirher integration, 1t will be a neow snd
higher collatoration., Finelly, because the solution meets

a probvlem of error and sin, the new and higher collaboration

in the pursuit of truth will provide an antidote to the
errors to vhich man is inclined.

In the soventeenth place, the new and higher
collatoration will be,'not simply & collahoration of men with
one auother, but basically man!'s cooperation with God in
solving man's vroblem of evil, For if men ¢could collaborate
suce2ssfully in the nursult of the truth that regsrds human
living, there would be no problem and so there would be no
need of a solution. But thsa problg? 2xists, ani thn existence

of & solution is affirmed becauseadivine wisdom, divine good-

ness, and divine omnipotence, It follows that the new and

) -
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higher collaboratior 1s, not the work of man slone, but
principally the work of God,

In the eighteenth place, man's 2ntry into the
new and higher collaboration ant his particinition of its
fruits will be soms sgspacles of faith,

By faith is meunt the rejulsite conjugate foram
that the solution brings to man's intsllect, By some specles
of faith 1s moant any of the conjurate forms that perfect
intellect in any of the seceries of pos<ible solutions within
the reach of :ivine omnijsotence,

| Horeover, it can be shown that this fatth will
be a transcendent bellef, For the solution is to be univer-
sally accessible, yet it is not to vislate the probebilities
of the actual ord:r of the nilverse, Dut bhellef and only he-
lief 1s universally accessible vithin a harmonious continua-

tion of tha exicting order, Moreover, the relevant helief

will be transcendent; for it makes a man & partlieipéent in
the new and higher colleboration in which God is the initistor
gnd the principal agent.

In the nineteenth place, with regard to faith
three styes have to be distingulsheds For it has Yeen seen
thiat the solution Introduces into man's will a hope of know-
ledpe of God thet reinforces thie pure desirs to wnow, There
1s, then, & final stage vhen the attainment of knowledge
supplants faith and realizes the objesct of hope, Morsover,
it has heen seen that the solution itself divides into two
parts with, first, an emergent trend and, only secondly, its
full realization, Accordingly, there will be an introductory

faith and collaboration in the emergent trend towards the

(x
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solution, and there will be a full faith and colleboration
in the full realization of the solution,
In the twentieth place, because faith is a

trunscendent belief oparative within a ney und higher colla-

“boration of man wlth God, thz uct of faith will be an assent

of intellect to truths transmitted tlroush the enllaboration
and 1t will be motivated by man's rellance on tho tmathful-
ness of God. For, as & belief, the act of faith will be an

assent of intelloct to an objsct and heacause of a notive,

Ag & boelief within & nev and higher collaboratfon, the ob-

Ject of faith will be the truths transmitted by tite collabora-
tion, Because it is a toelief within a colleb-ration of nman
with God as Initiator ani orincipal agent, tho motive of

falth willtzna opnilselence, goodaness, and omnipotonce of

God originating and preserving tae collaboration.

| In the twenty-flrst place, the act of faith, as
spacified by its objeet, will inciude &n affirmetion of man's
spiritual nature, of hils fresdom, responsibility, and sin-
fulness, of Ged's existonce and nature, and of the transeen-
dent solution God provides for man's problem of evil, It will
include the baslc truths about wan and about tod, not because
the ordinary ¢collatoration of men canuot arrive st them, but
because it invariably falls to reach unanlmity upon then,.

It v1ll include an announcement and an account of the solu-
tion bacause, as has been seen, though man canrot originate
the solution nor presorve it, still he must be intelligent
and reasonable in his acknowledgement of 1t and nis accept-
ance of it,

In tihe twenty-socond plece, man wiXl be intelli-
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gent and rewsonable in his acknowledgenent of the solution
inagmuch as 1) he gresps the existence of the problem of
evil and, in particular, of man's inability to cope wlth 1it,
2) he infers that divine wisdom must kiow many poscible
solutions, that divine omnipntence can effect any of thom,
and that divine goodness must nave eff:0ted soms ons of

them, 3) ha recognizes thut, in fact, there has boen in

human history, first, an emargent trend anid, luter, the full :
rsalization of a solutlon that posserses all tine cnuracter-

istics detornlned or to he deternlnad in such a hourlistic

structure as ths present,

In tho Lwenty-third place, mun will be intelli-
gent and reagsonable In his acceptance of the solution inas- }C)
much as the forzgoling Jjudznents enable him to grasp as un-
conditioned the value of Rseciding to azsent to the truths
of the new and higher collaboration because of the initiating
and preserving truthfulaess of God, For from that grasp of
the unconditioned there will follovw with rational necessity
a8 judgment on the velue of decidlng to ascsent, with free
responsibility a decislon to asuent, and with conditioned
natural necessity the act of assent itself,

In the tventy-fourth place, since the soslution
15 a hormonious continuation of the actual order of the uni-
verse, men will not only ackiowledge and accept the solution
but also will collaborate with it; Accordirgly, bocause the
solution is for all men &and unlversally accessible, there will
be the collaboration that consists in making known to others
the gbod news of the solution and its nature, Lgaln, because

the golution is permancmt, there will b2 the collaboration
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that consiats In transmitting it from each generation to

the next, Again, because human expression is reletive to its
audience, fiore 111l be the collaboration that cousists in
recasting thie nprecssion of the solution into the e2gulvalent
expressionsof different pleces, timesz, classes, and cultures, |

Agein, because msn can arrive at a unlversal viewpolnt, there

will bs the collahoration that consists in concelving and
expressing the solution in terms of the universal viawvoint,
Finally, bocause the solution regurds man's problem of evil,
there will be the collaboration that consists in grasping
and formulating the manner in which the solution i: relevant
and effective in cech of the successive situs'ions of in-
dividuals, classes, netional groups, and of mon generally.
In the twenty-fifth place, as the prablem of

avil axists because God respects man'!: freedom, so the

existence of the solution leavas human freedom intact. Accord-
ingly, one 1s to oxpect not only that man's collaboration in
the solution will bs marked by deficlencies and failures but
also that these iwdlcations of aberration will bs mnarked by
their human origin. The scotosis of the dramatic subjeet will
betrey itself both by excessively spiritual pretensions and
by excessive interest in the sensible, Individual bias will
forget that man's basic role in the collaboration is faith
and that the contributions he can make are limlted to grasp-
ing ani clarifying and expressing the significance, the ime
plications, and the apnlicationé of the truths of feith,
Group blas will replace a single, unlversally accessible

solution by a multiplicity of solutions for different classes

and different nations, Gonarsl bias will introduce the




connter-positions, For in virtue of its failure to grasp |
thzt th: real is being and that being is known by & ration-
ally utterad "esh, it will account the truths ol falth E
to be more vords Sr fere sy~hols anl it will insist that
man contacts reality only on tae level of ithe axnarience

that is prior to ull questions and all ansyers, In turn,

once the conntor-positions bacome op:ravive, vhethar fully
as in modernism or in some mitigated formg the new and higher

collaboration of men under God is stripped of its -eaning: ﬁ

its implamenting procedures and instlitutions are dended

valldity and competence: and the hope and cherity thet would
reinforce man's pure desire end trinsforn his willingness
are left without the notivation and gui lince of an intelli- 1

gently formulsted and reasnnably accepted faith,

In the twenty-sixth place, 1f falth does not

exclude the possibility and thz fact of horesy bacause the
solution is a harmonious continuation of the sctual order of
the universe, still heresy cannot elinin te the solution and
restore an unchellenged raign of sin, Mor thie solution 1s
principally the work of God who 1s amniscdient and omnipotent
and goodnoss itselfs It fdllows, then, that the new end higher
collaboration will survive the Inrosds of herssy, Moreovar,
this survival and pressrvation, though principelly the work
of God, will be effected turough humen channels an! in accord
with the probabilities, for the new collaboration is part

and parcel of the actual order of the universe, But the one
human means of keeplng a collaboration true to 1ts purpose

and united in its efforts 1s to set up an organization that

possesses institutions capalle of muking necessary judgments
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and decistons that are binding on all, Accordingly, 1t follows
that God will secure the praservation of falth sgalnst horesy
through some appropricte institutional organization of the i
niew and higher collaboration,

In the twenty-seventh place, though the solution
as 8 highaer integraztion will be isplemented princinally in
man! s intelleet and will through conjurate forms of faish

and hope and charity, it must elso ponstrate to tha sensi-

tlve level and cavelop it, For, in the main, human conselous-
negs flows in some blend of the dramatle snd practicsl pat-

terns of experlence and, as the solutinn harsoniously e-ne

tinues the actual order of the universe, it can be success- ]L)
ful only if 1t captures man's sensitivity and intersubjectiv- ;
ity. Moreover, as his bzen seen, all zxorcise of human intelli-
gence presupposes a snitubls flow of sensltive and imsrinative
presentations and, again, inasmuch as intelligence and reason-
ableness and will issue Into human words m«tchad with deods,
they need at their dismosal lmaies so churged with affscts

that they succeed dboth in gulding and f{n propelling action,
Again, besldes the imapge that is a sign of int~21liridle and
rational contents andi the lmage that 1s a psychic fores,

there 13 the lmxge that synbollizes man's orientation into

the known wunknown; and since faith g.ves nora truth than
underétandim; comprahends, since Nope reinforces the detached,

disinterested, unr.stricted desire to knov, man's sensitivity

bring it Into harmony with the vast but fmpalpable. pressures

of the pure desire, of hope, and of self-sacrificing charity,
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It follows that the solution will be not only
a renovation of will thwt matches intellectual detachment
and aspiration, not only a new and higher collaboration of
1ntellec§s throuwssh faith In God, but also a mystery that is
at once symbol of the uncomprehsnded and sign of what is
grasped and psychic Torce that sweeps living human bodies,
linked in charity, to the joyful, courageous, rhole-~hearted,
yat intellipgently controlled performance of tho tasks sot
by a world order in whien the problem of svil 13 not
suppressed hut transcended,

Mirteer, since mystery is a permanent need of
man! ¢ sensitivity end interisublectivity, while myth 1s
an aberration not only of nystery but also of intellect and
will, the mystery that is the snlution as sensible must be
not fiction but fact, not & story but history, It follows,
then, that the emergent trend and the full realivation of
the solution must incliude the sensible data thit are demanded
by man's sensitlve nature &nd that will command his attsantien,
nourish his imagination, stirulate hls intelligence and will,
release his affectivity, control his aggressivity and, as
central fesatures of the world of sense, intimate its final-
ity, 1ts yearning for God.

In the twenty-eiphth place, the sslution will be
effective In the sense that it mests the problem of evil not
by suppressing tha consequences of man'!s waywardness but by
Introducing & new kRigher integration that enables man, if he
will, to rise above tiwe consequences, to halt and reverse
the sequence of gver less comprehensive syntheses in which

theory keeps surrendering to practice, to provide a new and
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more solid buse ni whieh man's intellectual and social
development can rise to helghts undreamed, and pefpstually
to overcome tiie objectiva surd of social sltuatlons by ment-
ing abundant evil with & more generous good,

In the twenty-ninth plece, the soluti-m will
have a nature snd content and significence and povar of its
own, For If wo hiave approached the solution turough tne prob-
lem of evil and, consequantly, huave emphasized the aspects in
which 1t is releted to the problem, none ths lass the solu-
tion will be & new, nisher intsgration, a new laval on which
human living develops anl rejoices, Hovwevar, many different
golutiong ers possibtle to divine omnipotence, and a heuris-
tie structura npecsosarily is confined to defermising tha
generalifles tuct are common to all solutions. Accardingly,
for a specific account of ithe new nisher integration, of the
content of lts fuith, of the objsct of its nope, of the
intimacy of its charity, of the myutery of 1ts transformed
humanism, it is necesssary to proczed from the hauristie
structure of the solution to its identifica-fon in the facks
of human living and human history,

In tho thirticth place, whilqevery solution %s
transcendent in the scnse that 1t involves a new, higher
Integration, while every solution is religious ina. much as
it is constituted by a faith and hope znd love shat look
primerlly to God, still in “ho measure that the nigher in-
tegration goes bayond the ulnimal essentials of every solu-

tion, in that me:sure there wlll be revealsd to faith traths

assented to iz, could he understand them in an adeguete
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faghion, For thz preater the nropar perfaction and slgnifi-
cance of thiy highor Integration, the wore 1t will lie beyond
ments familiczr range anl the more 1t vill be groundad 1In the
absolutely transcendent excellence of the unrestricted act
of understanding.

Accordingly, 4f we specislize the general heurils-
tic structure by adding further alternstive hypotheses, we

are led to distinguish between natural solutions, relatively
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supernatural solutions, and absolutely supernatural solutions,

All three tyoes would have the comman feature thst they pro-
vide solutions to man's problem of avil, But rtha natnral
solutions would not offer to faith any truths that man could
not, discover for himself through the development of his owvm
wilorstanding: they wonld not offer to hope mors than the
natural immortality, that can be deduced from the spiritual-
1ty of the human sonl, and the knowledie of God that is con-
sequent upon tuan scparation of the lmmortal soul from the
mortal body: thay vonld not offer to chiérity more than the
perfzsction of a total, self-sacriflcing love in & creature
for his or her creator, In th: relatively supermeatural solu-
tions, man's natural capaclitles cease to sot a limiting rulet
the object of faith includes truths that man could not reach

through the development of hls understanding; the obloct of

‘hope is a knowledge of God beyond the appropriate attainment

of an immortal soul: and charity is tue more abundant response

to a more indulgent beneficence. 5till, all such solutions
are only relatively supernatural, for thiough thsy go beyond
the measure set by human nature, still there are other

nosgible creatures, more excellent than man, for whom they




Foot=-noto ﬁc Chnptor XX, De 1225.

I chould oxplain that I uno tho word, guporw
naturel, not in its current meaning, but as the English
équlvalonm to tho modinval thoologiona' pupnenptuxsle, It

vas a tochnleal torm that roforred to the ontliatlive dlp-
proportlon botwoon noature and grooe, falthxand rosson and
falth, good will and charlty, human‘aatoem and norit bhefore
god,
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would be nutural solutfons. Finally, thers ara ths absolute-
ly supernstursl soiutions, Concelved nezatively, thoy ars
absdlutely supernatural, because there is no possible
creature for which ‘hey would be the nsatural solutions,
Conceived positively, thoy are absolutely siuparnatural, be-
cause their sole ground and messure is the divine nature
1tselfy Then faith includes objects beyond the natural reach
of any finlte understanding. Then hope 12 for a vision of
God that exhausts the unrastricted desire of intellipoence,
Then c¢harity 1s the transport, the ecstasy ani unboinded
Intimacy, that results from the communication of the ab-
solute love that 1s God himself and alone can respond to

the vision of God.

In the thirty-Tirst place, if the solution,
which in fact is provided for man, happens to be supar-
natural z2nl, in narticuler, I1f it happens to be abszolutely
supsrnetural, taerc vill result ¢ holghtening of thiz tension
that, as we huave sean, arlses whenever tue limitations of
lover levels are trinscended, Horsover, when the higher
Intagration ic emergent in cancsclousness, not only is the
tension itself consclous as an inner opposition and strugile
but also it is objectified socially and culturally in the
dlalectical unfolding of human living and human histary,

For the supernatural solution not only me<ts a
humén need but also goes beyond it to transform it into the
point of insertion into human life of truths bsyond human
comprehension, of values beyond human estimetion, of an
alllance and a love that, so to speak, brings God too close

to man, o doubt, once man would be established within the

Y
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supernatural solutiosn, all woull bs well, For such a solu-
tion would ve a higher integrationy of 1t very natura 1t
would respect and, indsed, foster th: proper unfolding of
all human caepacities; and just es “he organism attains the
height ol its complexity and versatility under the higher
Integration of animel consciousness, just as +the psyche
reachas the waalth and fulness of its apprehensions and
responses unler the highar integration of huran latelli-
gence, 5o also would human excellence enjoy a vast axpansion
of 1ts eff:ctive potentislities under theo blrher integration
of the supe}natural solution, Still, gencrallitlas cuan be
very amislaading, It is nof to be forgotten that tno solution
is a harvonious contiauation of the present ordar of the
universe, that it is constituted through eoajurate forms
that develop, an<d that lts realization and .a2velopmsnt oeccur
through acts »f huuen aciknowle lgement and consent that accord
wiﬁh probability scnedules, The assent of falth 1s the
starting-point ror an ever fuller undervstanding of its nean-
ing, its implications, and its applica_tions, The antocedent
willingness of hope hag to advance from a generlc reinforce-
ment of tne pure desire to an adapted aal specialized
auxiliary ever ready to offset every interference aither
with intellscet's unrestricted finelity or with its essential
detachment and disinterestednass, The antecedent willingnass
of charity has to mount from an arfective to an effective
determination to discover and to implement in all things

the intellizgibility of universal order that is God's concept

and cholce, Accordingly, even in thiose in whou ths solution

T e . M [y R R
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iz realized, :lrere .re endless gradations in the nessure
in which it is reallzed and, by 2 necgssary consejuence,
thers are andless daorrees in which those that profess to
krow and enibrace tne solution can fall to bring forth the
fruits 1t precises in thedr {nddvidunl Iives and in the
human situvec:ong of waleh those lives are part,

Gut Lhs point T would meke 15 that in solutions
of Lhe supernstural type these difficultles ars augmentad.
Bven of natursl solutinns it would be probubla thet unl-
versal accassiblility ould not ensure uvniversal acceptince,
thut intellectual collaboration would develop down the ages,
thet the faith ond hope end cherity of successive generations
of members more comuonly would hover about intermadliate values
than resch maxima of intensity and efficuacy. 50ill, netural
solutions vwould not exceed tie bounds of hucanism, Their
faith would be not oniy & helisving to undlerstand (grede

+ intellipss) but also & velleving whet men in this 1ife
eveutually could unders end, Their hope would reinforce

the pure desire without introducing a disnlacenent avay

from hunan councams, Their cherlity would bejgelf-sacrificing
love of Godl ffffyfg&& thet hore no appesrasnce of a contempt
for human veiues, Iu contrast, the supernatural solution
involves a transcendencs of hwasniem, and the imperfect
reallizetion of the supornatural solutlon is apt to oscillate
between an smphasis on the supernatural and an emphasis on
the solutlion. Imperfect falth can insist on belloving to the
neglect of the uanderstanding that makes faith an effective
factor in human living and human history; and an even laees

perfect falth can endanger the general collaboration in its
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hurry to show forth lts social and cultural fruits, Imper-

f2ct hope can so exoect the Vew Jerusalem as to opposc any
foretaste of Intsllcetual bliss and unlon in this 1ife;

end an evan less perfect hore can forgat that a supernatural
solution invnlwres a real displacement of the center of human
concermns, Linarfect cuarity lacks the resnurces n=aded to
conbine both true loving and the true transformation of
loving. Xt can be abuorbed in the union of the fanily, in

the Interksubjectivity of comredes in work and in adventure,
in the comnon cause of fellows in nationality &nd in citizen
ship, in the common aspiration of ascociates in sclentific,

cultural, and humanitarian pursuits, On the othar hand, it

- can withdraw from home and country, from numan cares and

human anblitions, from the clamor of the ssnses and the
entanglement of tha socilal surd, to fix its gaze upon the
unseen ultimate, to respond to an impalpeble presonce, to
grow invardly to the stature of eternity. But imparfect
charity, inasmuch as it is laperfect, will not reallze at
once the opposed fecets of its perfectiony 1f it is in the
world, it ever risks belng of the worldi and if 1t withdravs
from the worll, ti:c human basis of its ascent to God risks

a contraction an:d &n atrophy,

Moreover, the holghtened tension, whieh viould
rasult {rom a supernatural solution, would not lack its
objectification in the dialectical succession of human
situations. Hitherto, the dialectic has been conceived to
rest on a bipolar conjunction and oprosition, Within each
man there are both the attachment and interestedness of

sensitivity and intersubjectivity and, on the other hand,

L L. D g s o j .
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the dstachment and disinterestedness of the pure desire to
knove From this conjunction of opposites there follow 1) the ‘
Interference of the lower lavel with tne unfriding of in-
quiry and roflection, of deliberati-n and decision, 2) the
eonsearent unintelliizibility of =ituations, and 3) the
incraasing irrelavance of intelligence and reasomableness
to tha real prodblem of human living, But vhen this problen
of evil 12 rot by & supernatural solution, human perfection

itself becon:s & linmit to be transcended, ani then, the dia-

lectic is trunsTormed from & bipolar to & trinolar conjunc-
tlon and opposition, The humanist viswpoint loses Its nrimacy,
not by some extrinsiclst invasion, but by submitting to its
own lmmanent necessitles, For if the humanist 1= to stand

Uy the cxigoencles of his owm unrestricted desire, if he 13

to yield_to the denmcnds for openness set by every furtrer
question, thon he will discover the limitations that imply
man's incapacity for sustalned development, he will acknow-

ledge and consent to the one solution that exists and, if

o~ \ that solution is supurnatural, his very numanism v111 lead
Fru (Y»m’“ | 4P
\ bayond itself, At the same time, because the supernatural
0

solutlion 1s reatiized In accord witn probability schedules,
bacauce 1t is accepted by some an? rejected by others, be-

cause acceptance 1s 1o more than the base and begiming for

o further devalapment, bzcause the undeveloped is imperfoct
and the imparfecsion of the supernatural solutlon missaes
o, ‘ the higher synthesis of hunan living, there will be a humsn-

ism in revolt against the proffered supernstural solution,
It will igrore the problem of evily it will contest the fact

of a solution; it will condemn mystery as mythj it will




denand reason an! axeluds falthy 1t will rewudiate hope

and labor passionately to bulld tha clty of man vith the

hands of man it will be voady to love God in song and dance,

in human feasting and human sorrow, with human intelligence
and human good will, but only so, For & timg, it may base
its case upon the shorg&gomings of those that profess the
golution but live it {mperfectly or intaraslttently or not
8t all, But this incldental argument soonar or later will
give place to its real basis., lor it rests on wan's proud
eontent to be Just a man, an? 1ts trapedy 1s that, on the
present supposition of a supernstural solution, to Le just
a man is what men cannot be, If he would be truly a man, he
would submit to the unrastricted disire anl discovar the
problen of »vil ani affirm the existence of a solution and
accept ti.: solulion that exists, But LI he ronld ba only a
man, he has to be lesss Ho has to forsake the opennesé of
the pure desire; he has to take refuge in the counter-posi-
tilonss he has to devalop whuat counter-philosophies ho can
to save his dwindling humanism from further losses) and the
will not be lacking men clear-sighted enough to s rasp that
the igsue 1s between God and man, loglcal enough to grant
that intelligence and resson are orientzted towards Cod,
ruthless enough to summon to thelr aid the dark forces of

passion and of violence,

re
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Thars remains the problen of identifying the
solution thot exiszts., For if possible solutlons are many,
the existent solution 1s ons, universally accessible and
permanent, continuous uith the actual order of the universe,
and realized tirough human acts of aecknowladyement and con-
sent thot occur in accordance with the probablilities; it 4s
a divinely soonsored coilauoration in the transmission and
apnlicution of the truths of the solution; it is a mystery
in the threefold sense of psychic force, of sign, and of
symbols it moves from an initlsl omergent trend through a
basic realization and conceqguent development to the attaine-
nent of an ultarlor goaly L1t 1s operative through eonjupste .
forms of faith, hope, and charity, that ensble man to achizye
sustalned development on +ha human level inasmuch as they
reverse the priority of living ovor the knowledga necded to
guide 1ife an! over the good will neadad to follow xnowledge:
it 1s a nev a1l ud ber integration of humen activity that, in
any case, involves some transcendence of human ways and,
possibly, complicates the dialectice by adding to the inner
conflict between attachment and detachment in man the necesse-
ity of man's going quite beyond his humanity to save himsalf

from disfiguring and distorting 1t,

The task of identifying the solution is not the
same for all, Already many have acgnowledged and accepted it,
and their problem lies in bringing forth fruits worthy of

thelr faith, hope, ani chirity. But th: existence of a
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problem of error and zin imnlies that others will have
notable difficulty in recnpgnizing the solutian, For fur-

ther insiyhts depend upon one's past accumulution of insights,
gnd furtner Jud;ments dspend upon tho eontaxt of habitual
judgments that favor some new affirmstions an<d are hostile

to others, linnz tha less, thers is available the critique

of erroncous »2li.fs that hag boen outlined, Anyone that

has found bimself in error on one point cun initlate a
scrutiny that cunulatively will bring to lipht any other
arrors In which ho happens to be involved, Nor vill he labor
alone in the purification of his own mind, for the realiza-
tlon of the solution and its development in each of us is o
principally the vork of God who 1lluminates our intellcecets
to understand what we had not understood and to grasp as
unconditioned what we had renuted error, who broaks the
bonds of our habltual ununillingness to be utterly genuine
in intelligent inquiry and critical reflection by inspiring

the hops that reinforces the detached, dlsinterested, un-

rastricted desire to know and by infusiag the cherity, the
dispassionate, unrelenting at-oneness with all the true,
the real, th2 gand, that outlasts the fire-ball of the
atom bomb anl immeasurgbly exceads its pover to change the

living of man,
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