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LIS TIGHT

CHAPTER V11

COMMON SiNgE AS 0BJECT.
(Oontilagead)

- ad Obidcive Pleld.df odubm ensa

L | The apparently modest and secure underteking of
) - ' connon sense 1s to understand things in the'» relations
;  - to us. Unfortunatsly, we change: avan tha acqaisition of
common sense 1s a change in u=: a2nd so in the preceding
gaction we attempted an investipation of the bilologlesl,
aesthetic, artistic, intellsctual, dramatic subjact to
which common sence relatag thlngs. But 1f the davelop-
ment of common sease is a change In its sub)ect, still
more obvinutly does it involve a chenge in 1ts object,
| | Common sense Is practical, It sesks knowledgs, not.for
*“%I | the sake of the gddaged pleasure of contemplation, but
| | to use knowledge in making and doing. Moreover, this
malking end doing invaolve & transformation of man and his
environment, so that the conmon sense of a primitive cul-
ture is not the common sense of an urban civilization,
6 nor the common sense of one elvilization the comﬁon

sense of another. However elaborate the axperiments of
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the purs selentlist, his goal is always to come closer %o
natural objlects and natural relationships, But the
practicality of common sense engenders and maintains
enormous structures of tecihnolegy, economies, politics,
and culture, that not only separate man from natare but
also add a sariss of new levaels or dimensions in the net-
vork ol human relatiousnips. Mo less than the subjective,
the objective field of common sense must ba explored, for
the development of common sense Involves & change not
only in us, to whom thlings are reluted, but also in the

things, which are reluted to us,

Practical Comuon Banse.

In the drama of humen living, human intelli-
gence 1s not only artistic but practical, At first, thers
eppears little to differantiate man from the beasts, for
in primitive frult-gathering cultures, hunger is linked to
eating by a simple sequence of bodily movemsonts. But ovrim-
itive hunters take time out from hunting to make spears,
and primitive fisiers take time out from fishing tn make
nets. Helther spears nor nets in themselves are objerts
of desire., Still, with notable ingenuity and =ffort, thay
are fashioned bescause, for practical intellirence, desires
are recurrent, labor 1s recurrent, and the comparatively
brief time spent meiking spears or nets 1s amply compen-
sated by the grester ease with which more game or fish is

takenn on an indefiaite series of occasions,

Morcover, such an intervention of intelligence

is 1tselfl recurrent, 4s products of human ingenuity,
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spears and nets illustrate not only the idea of the old
mechanical arts but also the more recondite idea of modern
terhmnology. As pleces of mzaterial eguipnent, ths cams ob-
Jects are initial instances of the idea of caunital forma-
tion. ¥ow the history of man's material nrograss lies
essentially in the expanzion of thase ideas.‘As inventions
accumulate, they set problems calling for more inventions,
The new inventions complement the old qgf:ffgy to sugest
Further improvements, to raveal frash possibilities and,
evontnally, to call forth in turn the succeesion of meachan-
1cal und technologicul higher viaswmaints that mark enochs
iIn man's matorisl progress, Moreover, this advuince of
practical intalliy=ace Is reglstered not merely in mamory
and, later, in books, but more obviously In concrete pro-
duets, in tools and bulldings, in the ever increasing mani-
fold of appurtenances of laborers, craftsmen, merchants,
and carriers, Thus, In correspondence with each stape in
the development of practical intelligence, thers is a mea-
sure and structure of czpitel formation, that 1s, of things
produced and urrauag=d not because they themselves are de-
sired but becauss they expedite and accelerate the process
of supplying the poods and services that are waited by con-
suners. Again, in correspondence with sach advance of
practical intelligence, there is a technological obsoles-
cenca of canital equipment, The old shops still have their
shelves and counters: the old machinss may suffer no mater-
ial or mechenical defeet. Jut the new models produce hetter

goods more efficiently: a yd trade now walks on different

streets,

0 _d]’ A

ke




[ P R, SV EREE SR IR W X

~1deas reside In diffarent minds, and the different minds

sffective persuader becomes a leader, a chief, a politiclen,

men of common sense tofether, It is an incomplete

Tha concrete realization of tha succassion of
new practical 1dsas does not take place without human
cooperation. It demends a division of labor and, at the
same time, 1t defines tne lines &long wihich labor is
divisible, It invites men to specielize in the skilful
use of particular tools and the expeditious performance
of psrticular tasks, It calls forth some economic system,
some procedure that sets thg balanca betyzen the produc-
tion of cousumer goods and new capital formation, some
method that settles whut guantitles of vhat goods and
services are to De sunpplied, some device for assivning
tusks to individuals and for distributing amony them the
bommon nroduct,
| As technology evokes the sco.uomy, so the

gconomy ocvakes tia polity. Host men get ldeas, but the

do not quite agree. Of itselfl, commmnicution only reveals

the disparity. What is wanted 1s persuasion, and the most

a statesman; for the problam of eff:ctive agrsement 1
recurrent, Bach step ln the process of technological znd
economid deovelopment is &an occasion on wilch minds differ,
new Insights have te be commuiicuted, enthusiasm has to

be roused, and & common declision must be reached. Beyond
the coummon sense of the labvorer, the technleian, the entre-
preneur, thare iz the political speclalization of common

sensa; Its task 1s to provide the catalyst that brings
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accunulation of insights tc be complemented and modified
by the further insights that arize from the situation in
hand, It involves some understanding of industry and of
commerce but its special field 1s dealinz with men, It has
to discern whan to push for full performance &nd when to

compromise, when delay is visdom and when 1t spells disas-

teor, when widespreed consent must be avaited and vhen action.
must be taiten in snite of opvosition, It hes to Lo eble to
command attention and to win coufidence, to =t forth con-
cretely ths essentlals of a case, to muke 1ts own dselslons i
and secure the sgreemsnt of others, to Initlate snd ecarry
thro:igh some section of that sariction of soclal respoinses
meetiny sociel challenges that Arnold Toynbee in his

Study of iiiztory has so lavishly and brillisntly {llus-

trated,

The Bynamie Structure

As in the fields of physics, chemistry, and
biology, so in the field of human events and relationships
there are classical and statistleel laws that combine con-
cretely in cumulating sets of schemes of recurrencs, For
the advent of man does not abrogate the rule of emergent
probability. Human actlons are recurrent; thelr recurrence
is regiulary and the regularity is the functloning of a
schema, of 8 patterned set of relatinons thit ylelds con-
clusions of the type, If an X occurs, then an X will rzcur,
Children sre born only to grow, meture, and beget children

of thelr own., Inventions outlive their inventors and the
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memory of thelr origins., Capital is capital becéusa its
utility lies not in itself but in the accelaration 1t im-
parts to the stream of useful thingse The politlcal machin-
ery of agreemen%r;f decislion 1s the pormeaent yet self-
adapting sourc= of an indefinite seriss of apreements and
decisions, Clesrly, schemes of recurresace exist and fune-
tlon, 40 less oleurly, thelr functiosing Iz not insvitable.
A population can decline, dwindle, vanish, A vast techno-
logicel expansion, robbed of 1ts techwfcians, would bercome
a monumant more Intricate but no more useful than the pyra-
mids, An economy can falter, though resources and canital
equipment abgund, though skill cries for its opportunity
and desire for skill's product, though labor asks for work
and industry iz eager to employ it: then one can prime the
pumps and make X occur: but becsuse the schenes are not
functioning properiy, X fails to recar, As the economy,

g0 too the nolity can fall anert. In & revolution violence
goes unchecked: laws lose thelr meaning: governments issue
unheaded decrees: until from sheer weariness with disorder
men are ready to accept sny authority thaet can assert it~
self effoctively. Yet a revolution is meraly a passing
stroke of paralysls in the stete, There aro desper 11ls
thet show themselves in the long-sustalned decline of
nations and, in the limit, in the disintegration and decay
of whole civilizations, bchemes that once flourished lose

their efficacy and cease to function: 1ln an ever more rapid

succession, as crises multivly and remedies have less effact,
new schemes are introduced; feverlish effort i{s followed by

listlessnessy the situation becomes rag.rded as hopeless:
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in a twilight of straitened but graclous living men awvait
the catalytle trifle that will reveal to a surprised
world the end of a8 once brillilant day,

Still, if humen arfairs fall under the daminion
of emergont probability, they do so 1n their own way, A
planetary system results from the conjunction of +he &b-
stract laws of machanlcs with a sultable concrete set of
masg-velncities, Im parallel fashion, there are human
schemas that emerge and function automatically, once thare
occurs &n appropriate conjunctlon of abstract laws and
coneret: clrcuocrtances, But, &s humen intelligence dsvelops, B
there is « vloniflcent changze of roles, Less and less im-
portance attacaes to the probabilitias of appropriste con-
stellations of circumstaaces., More and more importence
attaches to tha probabilitie: of the occurrence of insight,
comnudention, agreement, decision, Man does not have to
walt for his environment to meke him, lids dramatic living
needs only the clues and the oprortunitles to orilrinate
end maintain 1ts own setting. The advance of tachnology,
the formation of capital, the development of th~ cconomy,
the evolution of the stat: are not ~»ly intellizible but
aiso intelligent, Because thay are int3lligible, tney can
ber smderstood as arp thie workings of nmmergent probability
in the flelds of »hy=ics, chemistry, and biology. But be-
cause they also are incraasingly intellipgent, increasingly
the fruolt of iasipht and decision, the analogy of meraly
natural procass L:comes less and less relevaﬁt. Yhat
possesses & high probablility in ~ne country, or perloed,

or civilization, may nossess no probability in another;

At v o
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and the ground of ths difference may lle only sligntly

in outward an! pelpable material fectors and &lmost ontire-~
ly in the sat or fnxi:hts that wre accessible, persuasive,
and potentially oporative In the commﬁhity. Just 8 in tha
individual the stream of consclousness aormelly sclects

its oim course out of the ranse of icurally determinsd al-

ternatives, so too 1in the group*commonly accegsible in-
sights, disseminated by cammunigﬁtion and parsuasion, modify
anl adjust mentalities to determine the course of history
out of the alternatives offered by emergent probabllity.
Such 15 the high significance of prectical
common sense, and it vill not be amiss, I hulleve, to
pause and meke certain thet we are not misconcedving it.
For the prectlcal common sense of a group, like all come
mon sense, 1s an incomplete set of 1asighis that is sver
to be comnleted differ=ntly in =&ch concrate situation,
Its adaptation 1s too continuous and rapild for it sver to
stand fixed In some set of defli:itions, postuletes, and
deductions; even were it outfitted, like David iz Saul's
armor, with such a logical penoply, 1t could be vaiidated
nelther in any &bstract realm of relations of things to
one another nor In all members of any class of coacrete
situations, At its adaptation is continuous, so its growth
is as secret as the gerrminatlion, the division, the
differentiation of cells in gee¢d and shoot and plant. Only
ideal republics spring 1o full stzture from the nind of
mani the civil commuiities that axist an? function kiow
oitly a story of thelr origins, only an outline of thalr

developmaent, only an estimute of thelr presant complexion,
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For the prectical common sense, operative In a cormunity,
doers not exist entire in the mind of any ons men, It 1s
parcelled out among meny, to orovide esch witu ar under-
standing of his role and task, to meke every cobbler an
axpert gt his last, and no one an expert in aaothsr!s
field, fo it 1s that to understand the working of even

a statlc social structure, one must Inguire from many men
in many welics of 1life and, as best one can, discovaer the
functional anlty that orgjanlcally binds topether the and-

lessly varied piecas of an enormous Jlg-saw puzzle,

;nteﬁtfubjectlx;tz and Social Order,

Though I Just spoke of & functional unity
to be discovered, reslly there is a duallty to bte grasped,
As intellig=ant, man sponsors the order imposed by common
gense, But men 1s not a pure inteliirence. Initislly and
spontaneously, he identifies the good with the object of

desire, and this desire is not to be confused elther vith

animal impulse or with egoistle scheming., Man is an artist,
His practicality Ls part of his dramatic pursult of ig-
nified living. His aim 15 not for rav and lsoleéted satig-
factions, If he never drzame of disrecarding the little
matter of fool and drink, still what he wants 15 a sus-
tained succossion of veried and artistleally transformed
acquisitions and'attainments. If he never forpets his par-
sonal interest, still his person is no Leibnizian monad;
for he was born of his parents! love; he grew and devel-
oped in the gravitational fileld of thelr affection; he

asserted his own independence only to fall in love and
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provide himself with his own hostayes to fortunce, As the
members of the hive or herd belong toretiner and function
togetner, so too men are soclul animals end the primordial
basis of thelr community is not the discovery of &n idea
but a spontaneous intargsublectivity,

Thus, primitive community is interksubjectdve,
Its schemes of recurrence ara sirnle prolonguations of pre-

h-an attainment, too obvious fo be discussed or criticized

too closely linked with more elenentary processes to be dis-:
tingulislied sharply from thom. The bond of mothor und enild,
man @nd wife, father awd son, rzaches ifnto a p.st of an-
cestare to glve mea dng und c¢ohesion to the elan or tribe
or natini, 4 sensd of belonging tosether provides the dyn-~
anic promise for common enterprise, for mutual aid and
suceor, for the sympathy that av.mants joys and divides
sorrows, Bven after cilvilization is attaineqd, inteqﬁpub—
Jective commuaity survives in the family with 1its circle
of relatives and its accretion of frisnds, in customs and
folk-vweys, i1 bazlc arts and cerefts and sikills, in lan-
guare and song an' dunce, and most coacretely of all in
the inner psychology anid radiating Influence of vomen, Nor
1s the abiding simificance and efflcacy of tha 1ntent§ub—
Jective overlooked, when motley stabtes nane thismselves
nztions, waan constitutlons are attributed to foiniing
fathers, when image and symbol, anthem &nd assambly,
enofion and sentiment are Invoked to impart an elemental
vigor and piteh to the vast end cold, technolnrieal,
economic, ant paiitieal structures of human invention

and convention, Finally, as Interasibjective community
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preceies civilization and undergpins ik, so also it re-
mains when civilizatin suffevs dizintegration and dscay,
The collapse of Inporial Zome we: ih2 resurpganca of
femily ant olan, foncdal dynasty and nation,

Thaish clvil comminlty has Its obscure
orijing in human intoeresubjsectivity, though it develops
imperceptibly, bthough it decks itselfl out with mors primi-
tive stiractions, still it 1s & new creation. The time
¢omes when men Degin to zsk about the differance hetween
?JG*S and V/tf:ms, between nature and convention. Thaore a-
rices the neesd of tha apologue to supluin to the Aifferent

elas
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a8 of soclety that togcether they form a fusctional
unity and that no group éhould comnlain of its lot any
nore than a man*s feet, which do all the walking, conm-
plaih of his mouth, vhich doos a2ll th2 eating. The ques-
tion may be evaded aadl the spologue may convine:, but the
fact 1s that hunan soclety has shifted avay from its ini-
tial basis.o? inteni§uhjuctivity anl has attemptel a wore
grandiose 1ndarteizing., The discoveriox of practicel in-
telligoncae, wnlan once were an incidental addition to the
spontaneaqus fabric of haran llving, gov penetrate und
ovarwnelm its every aspect, For just as techaolory and
capital formutlon interpose thelr schemes of racurrence
between man and the rhythms of nsture, so econories &nd
politics are vast structures of Interddependence inventad

by practical intelligence for the Mastery not of nature
but of man,




Common tense (cont'd)

This transformation forces on man a new notion of
the good, In nrimitive socdety it {s possibla to identify
the gond simply with the objact of desire; but in civil
conmunity there has to be acknowledged & further compon-
ent, which we propose to name the good of order, It con-
gists in an intelligible pattern of relationships that
condlition the rulfilment of esch men's desires by his con-
tributions to the {alfilment of the desires of others end,
similarly, prot=ct esch from the object of his fgirs In
the measure he contributes to wardling off the objects
feared by others. This good of order is not some entity
dwelling apart from human actions and attainments, Hor
45 1t any unrealized idesl that ought to be but I8 not.
But though 1t is not abstract but concrete, not ideal but
real, still 1t cannot be identiffed elthor with desires
or with thelr objeets or with their satisfections, For
these are palpable aud perticular, but the good of order
is intelligible and all-cmbracing, & singls order ramifies
through the whole community to constitute the link between

conditioning actions and conditioned results and to close

the circult of interlocked schemes of recurrence, Agaln,
aconomic brass-dovn and political decay are not the ab-
sence of tiis or that object of desire or the prasencs of
this or that objsct of fear; they are the BPeak-Jown and

decay of the goot of order, the failure of schemes of re-

) J currance to functlion. Man's practical intelligence devises
arrangements for human living: and in the messure thot
such arrangements are underctood and eccepted, there

necessarily results the intelligible pattoern of relation-
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ships that we huve named the good of order,

In a simple yet inexorable fashion, this ordsr,
originated by human Invention and convention, ceéacses to be
an optlonel adjunct and beoeomes an indispensable constitu-
ent of human living. For the long-run effocts of techno-
logicael advance &nd new canital formatlion consist In
some combination of inecreased populutlon, reduced vork,
and improved living stsndards. In tho course of a century
the diffsrences in all thrse respects m&y be so groat that
any return to an earlier state of affulrs 1s regarded as
preposterous and 15 to be brought about only by violence
or disaster. But concomitant with the tzchiological and
the material deval-pment, there also takes place a com-
plementary sarisa of asconowmic and political lnnovations,
Bach of these is motivated, to 8 greater or less esxtant,
by the underlying techalcel sad materlal changes; each,
soonar or later, un&eagzzz the adaptations demanded by
subsequent changes; and so, in any given present, all
together present s unlted front thut can be broken osnly by
the destructive turmoil of & revolution or a conquest,
iMoreover, ideas have no geographlcal frontiers, and profits
acerne to traders not only from domestic but &lso from
forelgn markets. Material and socizl progress refuses to
be confined Lo & single country; like an inecoming tide,
first, it reaches tie promonffories, theqb it penetrates
the bays, anl finallxi it pours up the estuaries, In an
intricate pattern of lags and varlstions, nevw idess spread
over most of the earth to bind together dn an astounding

interydepandance, tno fortunes of individuals living dis-
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-parate lives in widely sepurated lands,

Tha Tension_of Community,

Intarisublective spontaneity and intelll-
gently devised socizl order have thelr groand in a dusl-
ity dmmenent in men himself. As intelligent, man is the
originator anl sponsor of the soclal systems within which,
as an individual, hé desireéland labors, enjoys and suffers,
As Intelllgent, man is a legislator but, &s an individual,
he is subject to hils on lavse Iy his insights he grasps
standerd solutlions to reseurreont problems, it by his ex-
perience he provides the instances that are to be subsumed
under the standard solutions, From the viewpoint of intelld-
gence, tha satisfuctions allotted to individuals are to be
measuraed by the ingenuity sn! dillgence of =ech in con-
tributing to the satisrections of ally from the same high
viguvoint the desires of each are to be regerded quite
coolly as the motive power that keeps tha social system
funietioning. But besides the detached and disintacested
stend of intelli, -~noe, there 1s the mor: spontaneous view-
point of tho indlvidual subjected to needs and vants,
pleasures and pulns, labor and leisure, enjoyment and
privation, To each man his own desires, precisely because
they are his owi, possess an insistence that the desires
of others can never have for him, To cach men his own
labors, because they are his own, have a dimension of
reallty that 1s lacking in his apprehension of the labors

of others., To ee&ch man, his own Joys ani sorrows have an
et

expansive or ‘contracting immediacy thut othars can know

R ) e
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only through thelr own experisnce of joy and sorrow, Yat
the ineluctatle privacy of each ona's exnsrience provides
no vronise for a monadic theory of man, For tha bond:s of
intergsubjectivity make the experisnce of ecach resonate to
the experience of others: wn!, besides thils elementary
comaunion, tharej;é oparative 1in al{b 8 drive to undar-
stand and an Insistence on behaving intelllpgently that
generite and implement comion ways, common manners, come
mon undevrtakiag s, common comnmltments.

For this reason, Lt would scem a mlistake to
conceive the sociological as simply & nmetter of extornal
constraint, It is true enough that soclety constrains the
Individual in a thousand ways, It 1s triue enowh that the
individual has hut a slight understending of the genesis
and growth of the civilization litto which he was barn, It
is true enough that many of the things he must do are im-
nosed uoson him in a merely external fashion, Yot within
the walls of his individuality, there is more than a Tro-
Jan horse, Ue hag no cholce about wenting to understand: he
15 committed not vy eny declsion of his own but by nature
1o intelligent beohavier: and as these determinants are res-
nonsible for tho emergonce of soclal orders in the past,
s0 they account for their devalopment, thelr maintenance,
thair reforiwili m. Crontaneously every collapse is followed
by a reconatruetion, every disaster by a new begiﬁning,
svery revolution by & new era, Commonly, men want a Aiffer-
ent social order but, left to themselves, they never con-
sent to a complete anarciy.

There is, then, & radical tension of
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commmity. Intqusubjéétive spontaneity and intelligently

dovised social order nossess different properties and

different tendancies, Yet to both by his vary nature‘ man
15 committed, Intelligence cennot but devise generalusolu—
tinns and general rules, The individual is intellirent and
so he cannot enloy npeuace of mind unless he subsumes his
own Pealings end actions unter tha ganersl rules that he
regards as inteliigent. Yet fenling an s ontaneous action
heve their home in the interssubjective group and 1t 4s
only with an effort and then only in favored times that
the fatergsubjlective groups it harmoniously within the
zreper pattern of social order.

Thius it is that in the history of human

societieq} there exre halcyon perieds of easy pesce and

trenquilllity tost alternute with times of crlsis and trouble,

In the periols of ralaxed tension, the good of ordar has

comz to terms with the intergsubjective groups. It commands
thelr ssteem by its palpable benefitsy it has cx»lained 1its
intricete demands in some approximate yot sufficlent fashion{
1% has adapted to its own requirements the pley of imeagina-
tion, the resonance of sentiment, the strength of hebit,
the eise of familiarity, ths imp=ztus of enthusiasm, the
power of agreement and consent., Then a man's interest 1s
ir happy coincldence with his work; his country 1s also
his homesland; lts ways are the obviously right.ways: its
giory and paril are his own,.

As the serenity of the good old days
rests on an integration of common sense and human feeling,

80 the troubled timoe of crisis damand the discovery and
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communication of new lueirhts snd & condeaquent adsptation
of svontensous rttitudes, dnlorrunitely, cormon sence
does not include an lavantory of 1t3 ovn contents, It
doas not reside, vhols and entire, in & sinsle nind, It
canaat point Lo wny recorded sat of sxperiaents Tor {ts
hugbificsdan. It ceonot assert its=1f in iny of e {n-
flexible generallzations that charactazrize logice, mathe-
mstics, et »oiance, Common scnse knovs, but 1Y Joas not
uk- koo what fh Knovs anr hov it xaows nor how to correct and
complamont Ltz own inadequecies. Only *the bdlint and les-
tructive blows, Inevitable in even & partial breesk-down
of «ocizl order, can Lmpress o practicel common ganaa
that thare are limits to its compstanace and that, if 1t
would master the new situation, it must Tirst consant to
leari, Stil), whet ls o Do learnt? Tha problem msy haffls
vhat experts are available, A tucoreticsl solutlon asad
aot lsad autometically to lte populay pragentétlisnn, Evan
vhan that io achlieved, the roorlmtatin of spontanaous
attitudas »11l recuin to be effacted, The tise of orisis
can be orolouged, and in tha mldst of the suffering 1t
antalls and of the alxlers quastioming it engandars, the
laterwsubjoctive groups within a sociaty tend to fall
apart in bickariag, Insinuations, recrimlnetions, wille
unheppy Laiivideals bagin to long for the 1dyllic sime
plicity of primitive living In which lsrge zccurulitlions
of insights would be superfluous agd hamean féllow-fealing

wauld have a4 more dominant role.
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5, The Dialeckic of Commu:ilty,

The name, dinlectic, has been employed in a
variety of meanings, In Plito, it denotoed the art of
philosophic dialogue and wes contrastad with erlstic.

In Aristotle, 1t referrad to a1 effort to discover clues

to the truth by reviewing and scrutinizing the oninions

of others, For the School4pen, it becem2 the apnlication
of logical rules to publlc dzputation. Hegel employed
tho word to refer to his triadic procass from the con-
cept of being to the Ab:olate Ides, Marx Inverted ilegel
and so conceived &s dlalectiezl & non-mechanical, mater-
ialist process. Summarily, then, dialaectic danotes &
gombination »7 tha concrete, the dynomie, end th2 con-
tradictory: but this comblnstion may be found in a die-
logue, in the history of philosophlc opinlons, or in his-
torical process genarally.

For the sake of greater prscision, let
us say that e dialectic 13 & cocrete unfolding of 1linked
but opposed.primciples of' chenge. Thus, there zill be a
dlalactic, if 1) there is an ag;rsgute of events of a
deterﬂinatﬂ churactar, 2) the svents may he traced to
either or both of two nriuacinles, 1) the »rincinles are
oposed yet bound togethar, .eni 4) they ars moiified by

tha chanses that sucgessively regult Trom them, For

dlalectical, The contents and affzcts emargling into con-
seiousness urovlied the reguizlte agrrerate of avents of

a determinocte xind: these events originaie from two prin-

o) |
- WAL




ammon Sensa (conttd)

ciplas, nsmely, neural domand functlions and the evercise

of tha constructive or roprassive censorship: the tvwo
princinles ave linked as patternad and pattsralng: thay

are opnosed inasruich as the censorship not only corstruets
but &lso represses anl, again, inasmuch as & misgulled cen-
sorship rasulis in asglected neural demends forelng tueir
way Into conscisusness; [inally, change Is cumul tive, for

the orisntation of the censorship rt g2ny time ant the nenue-

ral damands 4o b= met both devend on the past history of

the stream of consciousness,

dlow as there ls a dlaleetlc of the drams-~
tie subject, so also thers is & ler;er dislectic of
communiity. Social events can bLe Lraced to the tro »rine
ciples of human inteqﬁpubjectivity gnd practicsl enmnan
sense. The two principles are linked, for tha srontansous,
intaquuhjective individusl strives to understand and
wants to bshave intulllgentlys and inversely, intolligence

would have nothing to mit in srder wera there not d.sires

and fears, lalors and satisfactions of individuals, Again,

thess linkal priiiciples are oppased, for it is thelr op-

position that accounts for the tension of community, Fin-
ally, these linked and opposed principles crs modifiad by .ﬁ
the chuuges that result from tham; the develoamant of |
comnon sense consists In the further guestions and in-

sights thet arice from the situetions nroducsad by previous

operations of practical comaon sz2nsei ant the zlternations

of soclal tranquillity ani social cerisis murk successive

stages in the adaptation of human soontaneity and sensi-

bility to tha demends of developing intelligence,
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In tvo menners this dlalectic of communicy differs
fron the dlalectle of the dramatic subJect, First, there
is & difference in exteat, for the dialsetlc of community
regards tha lidstory of hunun relatlonsnlps, vnllz the Inner

lalectic of the subJect regi%ds ithie biograoy of an In-
dividual, Secondly, there is & difference 1;rievel of
activity, for the dialectic of cowwnity 1s conce ned with
the intergpley of more or lsss consclous intelllgence snd
more or lass conccisus sohontaneity In an agpregete of in-
dividials, while the dislectic of the subjact is concerned
with the ensry ol asural demands Into consclotisness,
Accordiugly, one mignt say that & single dlelectic of
comrunity is related to a manifold of individual sets of
neural demand functions tarough & nenifold of individual
dialectics, In thls relationship, ths dialactic of commun-
1ty holds the dominant position, for it glves rlse to the
situations thet stiiulute neural demands end 1Y moulds

the orivntation. of intelligcnce that preconsciovsly exer-
eises tnz censorship, 8till, as is clear, one must not
suppose iinls dominance to be absolute, for both covartily
and overtly, neural demands congpire w'th an obnubllé-

tion of intelligence, &nd what happens 1 lsolated in-

divifuals tends to bring them together and so to pro-
vide a focal point from which absrrant social attitudes
originate,

This raises the hasic cuestion of & blag In
common sense, Four distinct aspects call for ettention,
There 1is ina alreadﬁ«mantioned blas arising from the

psyciiological depths, and commonly i1t 1s marked by 1ts
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sexual overtonns, There alzo are tha fudividusl bias of

egodam, thy groul hians wlth 1ts cless coullilets, ad s
ganaral blas that vauds to set comwoa sance against
selonce end phllososhy, In theus three something must now
ba =aid,

Individual Bias,

Thera 18 u rathar notablc obscurity in the
waaning of the terms, egolsm and altruism. Yhon a carnivor-
ous unimel stalks snd kdlls 3ts pray, 1t is not praparly
egoisticy for 1t 1o cimply following itr instincts wul, in
genaral, for asimals Lo follow Lheir instincts is for
thism to secure the bioloslcel ands ol inlividual and
spreific survivale By purity of ressoning, whan e femele
arimal foaté;s 1ts youy, it too {3 folloxing its in-
stinets: though it aoutributes to a yenerel blolonical
end, stlll {% lons 30 rathor by tho schemiag of nuture
then by eltuism in lts propo» souse, Flaslly, i anipal
snontaneity v asither egolstic nor altruistic, it seems
to follov that tho sane mazt be sedd of numen Spnnﬁannity:
nen ars led by thelr intarksubjectivity both to satisfy
thisdr own appatites snd to helyn others in tho attginmant
of thelr satisfactions: but neithar tyre of activity is
ne&essarily aither gpolstic or altruintie,
| Ther: is a2 Turther aspsct to the metter,
In his Ethics, Aristotle asked vhether a gnod friend loved
himself, Hiv unuwer was thet vhile true friendship eX~
ciuded seli-love L. the ponular sense, none the lass it

denunded self-love in a hirgher seonssy Tor a men loves

nimsalf, 1f he wents for himself the finsst tuings in the
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world, namely, virtue and wisdom; &nd without virtue &nd

wisdom & man can be a truae friend neithusr to himselfl nor

to anyone alse. Accordingly, as Aristotle's ancwer suggasts,
wnan one turns from the realm of swontaneity to that of
Intelligence and rezsonsbleness, one does not find that
egoism and sltruism provide ultimate cetegories. For
intelligence and reasonabloness with thelr Implications
autometically essume the ultimate position: and from their
detached vievpoint there 1s set up & soclal order in
which, as in tho ecimal kingdom, both taking care of one-
selfl tnd contributing to th: wnell-bein; of others have
thielr legitimate place and necessary function,

None tho less, it remuins that. there is
g8 sense in vhich egolsm 15 always wrong end altruism i{ts
proper corrective. For man doas not ilve exclusively otither
on the lavel of intergsubjectivity ov on the level of
detached intelligence, On the contrery, his living is a
dialectical resultent springling from those opnosed bhut
linked principles: and in the ten;ion of thet union of
opnosites, the'root of egolsm is readily to be discerned,
For Intelliceusce 13 & principle of unlversslizetion and
of ultimste synthesis; it understands similers in the
same mannar; anl it gives rise to further questions on
gach issue ymtil 511 relevant data are understoond., On the
other hand, spontaaeity ls concerned with the preseant, the
immediave, the pilpsble; interpsubjectivity radietes from
the self as from a center, and its efficacy diminishes

rapldly with distence In place or time, Lioism i:c nelther

pere sponteneity qaor pure intelligence but an Intsrference
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or even ramotely 1s possible?

- ment stratagems thet work, Without the dilsinterestedness

of spontaneity with the development of intelligence,
With remsrkable acumen one solves orief § own problens,

vith startling modesty one does not venture to raige the

relevant fuarther quections, Can one's solutlon be goneral-
12zed? Is it compatible with the social order that oxista?

Is it computible vith any socisl order that proximately

The preclse nuture of egoistic Interference
with intellectusal process cells for atteation, It 1s not
to be thought that the egolst is devold of the disinterest-
adness and detachment ot intellipont insmiry, More than
many others, he has developad a capaclty to face Lssues
squarely end to think them through. The cosl schemar, the
shrewd calculiator, the hard~hesded self-secker are very
fer from Lniulging iIn mere wishful thinking., Vithont the

detachuant of Intelilgence, thwey cannot invent and imple-

of intelligence, thoy cannot raise and uweet avery further
question that 1s relevant within their restricfed terms
of reflarence. Nor can ona say that eyzoism consizts in
makini: intelligence the instranent of more elamentary
desires anl lears. For as loa: &= the epgolst is engared
upon his problems, the iwmanent norms of inteiligent ine
guiry ovaqt;ula ary intarference {fren desire or fear: and
while the egolst refuses to puat the still further auestions
that would lead to & profound nodifleation of his solution,
still that vefusel does ot meke Intelligence an instru-

ment but merely brushes it aside,.

Bgoism, then, {s an incomplete devel-
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oonent of iﬁtelligence. It rises above & merely irheritad
mentallty. It has the boldnass to strike out zni think for
itgolf, Bat 41t fulls to pivot from the initisl an”® prelimin-
ary aotivation, vrovicded Ly dasires and foars, to the self-
abnegation involved in allosing complete free pluy %o in-
telilgent Inquiry. Ite inoudry is reinforgead by spontan-
aous deslrss anl fazre: by the same stroke it 1s restrained
from a consiicration of any broader fleld,

Hecessarily, zuch an incompleten:as of deavelop-
ment 1s an exciusion of correct uniersiending, Just &5 in
the sclences, intelligance begins from hypotheses that
prove ineufficlent and advances to further hypotheses that
successively prove more and more satlsfactory, 5o teo in
practical living it s through the cumuletive procass
of fusther quastions and further inslghts that an adequeate
understanding is rasched., As in the sclences, so also 1n
practical lliving, individuality pertains to the enpiricsl
razidoa, so that there is not one courss of actis that
is Intelligent when 1 &2 councarned and quite a diffarant
course when asyone else lz Involved, Vhut is swcuce for
the goose, 1y szuce for the gander, But efolstic emanei-
pation roesys on a rejection of merely proverbial wisdom
yet fafls to «ttain the development of personal intelli.
gence that would re-estebldish the old sayinge,

s, the pgolden rale 1s to do to others as

you wonld have them do to you, One may object that common

senss i: never complete until tha cocrete situatlon is
reachad, and that no two concrete situations are ldentical,

Sti1l, it does not follow that the golden rule 1s that -
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there s no golden rale. For the old rule 414 not advocata
fdantleal behavior in slgalficantly lifferent sitnationay
an thn contrary, it ¢ontaniad that the mare inten&phamge
of individual rolesg vwoull not eoastitute by itsslf a
signiricont Jivfrmance 1n concrete sitastions,

dor is the egolst totally unavare of
his self-dec¢sption., Iven 1a th» blas and scotosis of the
dramatic subleoct, rhiich nperates preconscionsly, there 1s
a measire of sa2lf-suspicion sad disquiat. In tho epolst
thara ars additlonal grounds for an unessy conscleice, for
1t is not by sheer 1lasdvoertoncs but also by & eonsclous
self-orinntation that he devotas his energles to slizing up-
the =oclal order, ferreting out its 08X voints and 1ts
loop-holaes, &and dicscovering devices that givae access to
its rewards while evaiing its demends for proportionate
emtributions. As has been iasisted slready, spolsm is
not spontaneoss, salf-regarding appotite, Thoargh it may re-
sult sutomatically from an incomplets devslopmont of in-
telligence, it does wot automaticzlly remzin in theit posi-
tion, Thara her to bz overcome both thwe drive of intalli-
ance Lo releoe tie ralavent further questlons that upsst
egolatic solutions und, as well, the spontanesus damends
of intergsubjectivity whlea, 17 thay lack the hreadth of a
parely intellectial viewpoint with Lts golden rule, at
laagt are commonly broader in thelr regard for others than
i; intellipent selficshness, Hence 1t 1g that, however wueh
the egolst may appreciste the efforty of philosophers to
apsure him that fntelligence ls inastrumental, he will Ye

aware that, io his cool calculations, iutellljence is bvoss
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and thet, In his refussl to considef further questlons,
intelligence 1s not mede into & servant but merely ruled
out of court, Agatn, nowever much he may resssure himselfl
by profeing tho pragmstists, still he suffers from the
reellization that the prepmatic success of hilg scheming
f1.11a ciort of a Justification; for prlor to the criteria
of truth invented by philosophers, there is the dynamice
erdtaerion of the further guestlon ilumanent in intelligence
toolf, The oj,0lct's uneasy conscience ls nic awareness

o his gin against the light., Opsrative within him, there
1= the Froc of the ndnd, the desire and drive to under-
stand; he krows fts velue, for he gilves it free rein vwhers
his own intororbs are concerneds yet he aleo repuiiates
1ts mastery, for he will not ;rant serious consideration

to Lts further relevant questions.

Group RBlas,

Ag Indiviilual blas, so also group bias rests
on an interference with the development of practicel common
sense, but vhila da?ividual blas nas to overcome anrmal
inteyﬁﬁubjective Teellng,, group blas finds itself supported
by such feelinge Agaln, while individusl bies laeds to
atbtitules thet confilct with ordlnary comcon sense, group
blag operetas In the very genesils of common sensz viaews,

Basically, soclal groups are fdefinad implicit.
ly by the patserr of relutions of a soclal ovder, and they
gra constitut%@ Ly th: realization of those dynamic rela-

tions, In ite tapiuiologicul aspect th2 social order

generates the distinetions between sclantists and

Comman Bense (enntt4) i =6
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enginears, tachnlclens end workers, skilled and unskilled
labor, In its econonic aspect, it differsntistes the
formaetion of aurital from the nroaduclion of eonsumer
goods and swrwicos, distinpulshes income proups by of fering
pfdﬁortion&te rawperds to contribuytions, and orgenizes con-
tributors in hiersrchies of erployees, forsmzn, subervisors,

superintondants, aanagers, and directore, In 1ts political

aepect, It distisyulshes leglslative, Jjudlcial, diplomatic,
: : and exﬁgktive functions with thelr myriad remifications,
7$uwaL
: and 1t works out some syztwn 1n vhich the various officaes
are %o be fllled and ths tasks performed.
dowaver, In the dizlectlic of communlty thers
1s the operatian rot only of prastlcal commson sense but

also of huusan laterdsubjectlivity, If hunan intelligence

takaes the lead Lo developments, still its products do
a0t function smoothiy until there is affzcted a suitabls lii
adaptation of sensitive spontaneity., In a schiool, a repi-
ment, a factory, a trade, a pirof'ession, & prison, there
%; develops an ethos Ehetb at onca'subtly and Ilexibly pro-
| vides conrretae premizes aand norms for practlcal dacisions,

© For in humen affalres the declieive factor is what one ecan

expect of the other fullow, Luch expectatlons rast on
racogsnized coles of behavior; thay appeal to past per-

formance, acquirad havit, reputation; they attain a naxi- ;j

©
mum of preclsion and rellability arong those frequently
i brought together, engaged in similar work, guided by simi-

lar motives, sharing the same prosperity or adversity,
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~whiiceh thoy are to be applled, Asmar@dﬁu&aiArhn practical

Among strangers we are at a loss what to say or do, Tha
soclal order not oaly gathiers men togethsr in fanctional
groups tut elso coasolidates its gains and expedites 1ts
oparations by turaing to ite own ends the vast rssoarcss

of himan imsgination and emotion, ssntiment and coafldence,
fanilierdity <uo lovalty.

However, this formatdion of social groups,
spocifioully wilsntad to the smooth attainment of social
ends, merely Londs Lo repliec one Inertial orce with aro-
ther. Humen sensltivity is not human lotelligonce and, 1F
sonsitivity can be wldapted to fuplement susily anl reuadily
one set of Intalllgent dictetes, it has to undergo &
frosh edaptution before 1t will cease resistiug_a sacong
set of more dutelligent dictates. Nov sociel progress 1s
8 su&cess:On of changes, Lach new ides gradually modifiles
the socisl situation to caell forth further new ldess and

bring ebout st111 Durther modiflcatione. norsover, the new

idees ere precticel: they are apvlicable to conurete situa-

tfone they sccur to those engaged 1n the situations to
M

conmen cense of a commanlty may be g single vhole, B its
parts reside separately in tho ndads of mambers of soclal
groups, axd its Jdevelopmeat occurs &5 each group intelli-
gently responis to the succession of situatlons with whilch
1t immediutely de2els. YWere all the responses made by pure

Intelligences, continuous prograss might be inevitsble,

In fact, tie responses are made by intelligences that are if“

coupled with the ethos and the Interests of groups and,

ville intelligence heads for change, group spontaneity

e i ' . : e e ..,m-
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does not regard all chenges in the same cold light of

the generél good ol soclety, Just as tue indlvidnel sgolst
puts further questions ap 1o & point, but desists belore
reaciing conclusions lncompatibla with nls agoisn, =n &lso
the group 1s prone to have a blind snot forv the lasights

thet reveal lts well-baing to be excessive or 1ts use-

fulness at &u end.

Thus group bias leads to a blas in the genera-
tive principle of = davelopinz social order, &%t a fire
approximation, one thinks oi th: course of sociasl change
2: & succession of lnsights, courses of action, chunped
situvatlons, and fresh insishts. At eceh turn of the vhesl,
one has to distinguish betvesn fresh insiphts that are
mere bright fcoer of ao precticel noment and, on the other
hand, the recn Inslghts that squarely meet thz denmends of
the concrete situaiion,

Group blas, however, calls fop & furthsr dis-
tincetion, Truly practical insights have to be divided into
operative and inoperetive: both satisfy tins criterdia of
prectical intelllgeace; but the operatlive insights slone
go into effcet for they alone eiﬁhor meet with no rroup
reslstance or else find faver with groups noverful annagh
to overcome what reslstance there‘is.

Tiie bles of develapmant ilavolves a distor-
tion, The advantsge of ona group commonly is disadvantag-

eous to another, end so sowe part of the energles of all

groups is diverted to the supererogatory activity of

d;bisiug and Imolementing offensive and defensive mechanisms, .

Groups dif<er in their possession of native talent,

_ _ _ B e
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opportuniéps, initlative, and resources; those in fovored
clreuamstences £ind success ths key to still further successy
thosa anable to make oparative tha new ldeas thet zre to
thalr advantare Tall behind 1a Ltue nrocaess of sociel
developnrant, G6nlety becomes stratified: Lts flowar is
far in advanne of aversge attalnment: 1ts roots anpear to
be tize survlival ofhtns rude achievement of a forgotten
age. Classaes becore distinguished, 1ot merely by social
funetian, it also by socisl success: and the new differ-
pntiation finds expression not oniy in cemceptual labels
but 81so in deep feelings of frustration, resentment,
bitterness, and hatred,

Horeover, the rcourse of dovelopment has
been twisted. The soclal order that has been realized
does not correspond to euy coherantly developed st of
practicel ldeas. It represents tho fractlon of practical
ileas thet were nmade operative by thelr conjunction vith
nowar, tho mutilated remnants of once excellent schenes

-‘aa - thet lgsuad from the mill of comprowise, the otlose struc-

tures the* agulp gronps for thelr offenzive and dafensive

© activities, ira¥n, ldeas are general, but the stratifica-
tlon of society tes bloclked their reslizetion in thelr zra-
per generality, ldess posc2gs retinnes of complementary

o idess that add further» adjustments and inprovements; but

these neesded complesents ware submitted to the sifting of

group interests and to the alteﬁg?tians of compromise.
gtill, this process of aberration
ereates the principles for ite own reversal, Vhen a con-

cerete situstion first yiszlds a nev idea and demands its
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- But what orisinelliy was a neglected possibllity, in time

realizetion, 1t 1s uallkely that the 1dea will occur to
antyonsg owtside ths group specieilzed in dsaling with
situations of thay type. Bat when sone 1dgss of a coherent
sal have been reaiized, or vhen thay cre realized in a
partial manner, or when thelr realizetion doss not attain
its proper generality, or when it is uot complemanted with
a8 nesded retinue of improvenents and adlustments, then
there 1s no need to call upon experis and speclalists

o Jdiscover wnetner sanythliy hes poae wrong nor aven to
hilt upon a rougnly a&ccurste account of what can be dore,

The sins of groon hias nav be gocret and almost naconseinug,

becomes & groftasquely dictorted reality., Few may grasp the
initisl possibilities; but tne ultimate concrete distor-
tions aure exrosed to the inspasctlon of trie moultitude, VYor
has tne blas of social developmen® revesled the ideas that
waere neflected wlthout &lso surplying the pover thet w11}
raalize them, For ths blas penerates unsuccessful as vell
as successful classes; and the sentiments of the unsuccesse
ful cin be cerystallized into militant force by the crusa-
ding of & reformer or a ravolutionary,

"he ensuing conflict almits a veriety of
forms, The dominant groups mey be raectionary or progress-
ive or any migture of the two, In so far as they are re-
actinpary, they are out to block any corraoction of the
effacty of proun bias eand they exploy for thls purpose
vhatever pawa™ %y n0ss2s8s in vhatever menner thay daenm
appropriate unl effsctive. On the other hand, in so fir

as they are progressive, tney make it their sim both to
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correct existing Jdistortions and to find ths maans that
will prevent shoir future racurrence, dow to 8 graat ex-
tent thio attitude of the dominant groups determines the
attitude of itnv depressed groups, Fazctionarles ave opposed
by revolutionariec, Prograecslves are met by liberals. In
the former case the sltuatlon heads towards violence, In
the latter cuse there is s general agreement about ands
witnh disayroeaent about the pace of chanze and the mods

and meusure oif its executlon.

To err is humen, and common sense 1s
very human, Besides the bias of the dranetic sudblect, of
the individusl egoist, of the wember of & given class or
é. _ nation, there 1s a further blas to wiich all men are prone,

For men are ratlonal animals, bubt fall developnment of

thelr anlmality 13 both more common anid more rapid than

& full develamuens of their intalligeﬁce shd reasonableness,
—y A traditional view credits children of seven years of age
with the attaimamt o>f an elementary ressonableness, Tha
lav regards as a& ainor anyorne unier twventy-one years of
age. Sxperts in the field of public antertainzent address
themsalvas to & meatal ag2 of about twelve years, Still_
more modest 1o the sclentific attitude that places mants

attainment of Xaowledge in an indefinitely removed future.

Luj _ Nor is personal experisnce apt to be reassuring. If
everyone has some acquaintance with the spirit of inguiry

and reflection, few think of meking it the effective center

of their 1ives: and of that few, still fever make sufficlent
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CQifficulty and 1t supereatly meegre roturns bezr in an

- peculiar denger ls to exiend 1ts legltinzte concern for

progress to be able to withstend other sttractions and
t
parsevers in th%? high purgose,

The lug ol intellectual devel-pment, 1ts

aspecilsl manner on comcon sense, It is conecernad vith
the concrete and the partloular, It entertelns no asplra-
tions ehout reaching abistract and wilversal lavs, It eesily
is led to rationalize its limitaidons by engendering a
convictinn i & nther forams of hwrman xnovligdee ars useless
or doubtfuily varii, Bvary specialist runs tha risk of
tuening nis 5pﬂcia{§ty into a bias by failing to recog-
nlze and appreclate thae significance of other flelds,
Common sense almost invarliably muikes thor mistekes for

it 1s 1ncépable of anelyzing itself, incapeble of making
the diczcovery that Lt too 1s & speciszlized develomment of

human knowledre, incapable of coming to prasp that its

the concrete and the {mmediately practical into disregard

of larger issues-and indifference to long-term results,

Tha Lonrar Cyole,

This general bise of comuon ssnse come
bines vith group blas to account for certuin features of
the distorted lialectic of communlty, As has been noted,
at ecch tum of tie wheel of insight, proposai, actlon,
new situation, and frosh insight, the tendency of group
bias is {o exclude some Truitful ideas and to mutilate

others by compromise., Now fruitful ideas uare of several

kinds, Thsy may lead to technical and material improvem@nts,kfj

|
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ed by domlnant groups only to be championed later by de-

to adjustrents of evconomic arrasgements, or to modifica-
tions of political structure, As one migcht expect, tach-
nteal and materlsl improvements are less sudbject to the
veto of dominan® groips than are chenpes in aconomle and
palitiéal ingltutions, Agala, vhen ¥= snhift to the second
phase of the distorted dislectie, ‘ne resonant damends of
the uncuccessful ara for materdal well-bdoing; and when
the clamor goas up for economic or politicsl change, such
chionge is apt to Ye viewsd simply as & necassary means
for attelning nore palpably pveneficial ends.

Accardingly, there arlses & dlstinction be-
tween the shorter cycle, due to group blas, and the
longer cycle, originated by the gencral dias of common

sense. The shorter cycls Yurnc upon ildeas that are negluct-

presred groups. The Longer cyele 1s charocterized by tha
nugloct ol idaes to which ell groups are rondered Inliffer-
ent by the generel biac of common sanse, SH11ll, this
accorumt of the longer cycle is mainly negative; to'graSp
1ts nature and 145 lapllcations, we muast turn to funda-
mental notionsa

Cenerically, the course of human history is
in sccord with smergent probability: it 19 the cumulative
realization of concretely pos:sible schemes of recurreace
in accord with successive schedules of probabilities,
The specific difference of human history lc that among
the probeble possibilities 1z a sequence of operative in-
slghts by which wen grasp possible schemes of recurrencey

and take the initiative in bringing about the materisl

25
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and snocial cnnditlons that make thase schemes concretely
nossible, probable, anl actaal, In this fashion man be-
~omas Por man thn exscator of the emergent probebility
of hamaa affalrs. Instzad of halng devaloosed by hig
environasnt, man huras to transforaing nls environaent
1n his osn self.levelopmsnt. 2 resdins undar emargent
prababllity, lnasuach as his inalgnts aadl dseislons ra-
medn prohable realizatlons of concrete possibilitles, and
inasmuch as earlier Insicits and declslons deternine later
vossibilities und provabllities ol Ilasight and decislon,
8t1i11, this sub)ection to amergent probability Aiffers
jﬂhazﬁ“g\ from the subjlection of electipnskr'of evolving specises,
¥or, in the first oplaca, insight is «a onidclpation of
nossibla schemes, and daclision brings about tha concrete
ronditions of thedr functioning instead of merely welting
for such conditions %o happeni morasovar, tho greatar man's
davelonment, the graater hls dominion over clreounstancas
sl 80 the gréetar his capacliy to raalizas possible schemas
by lsciding to realize thelr conditions, But thers 1s also
a second ansd profiader differance, For men can discover

gmergent prohability: he can vork out the manner in wileh

prior Insichbts an’ daclsions dstoermine the possihilities

and orobabilities of later Inaipghis aad decisidns\ hz can

rulde nis present dacialons in the light of thair influence

onn future inslghts and declsions: finally, this conirol

of the emergent probabllity of the future can bs oxercised
not only by the iandividusl in choosing his carser and in

forming his character, not only hy'adults in educating the

younger generation, but also by menikind dn its conselous-
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nesg of 1ts responsibllity ta tha future of manvind, Just
as technicel, econnle, and poll%ical dsvelopment glves
men & dominion aver noture, o &ls)y ths alvence of Know-
1edge craates anl dexnends a human coatiribution to the
control of human history.

So far fron granting commoil sense & hagamony
in practicsl affalrs, the foregolug analiysis leads to the
strange concluasion that cow o sease has co aim at belng
subordinuted to & ‘wousn solmce that 18 ¢oncerned, €o
adapt a phrase from Marx, not only wuith srowing histery

but alzo with dirceting it, For comien sease s unagnal

“to the back of thiuklng on he level of history, It

stends above the scotosls of the dramatic subject, above
the agolen of thin indlvidusl, tbove tha bias of dominant
and or fepressod but militant groups thot realize only
the ideas thuy see to be (o tholr lmuwesluie advantugo.
But tho geﬁerul bias of common sonse prevents 4t from De-
ing effective in realizing ldess, howsver aporopriate aad
resconehle, that suppose 2 long viev or that set up higher
integrations ov ithat invclve thas solution of intricete and
disputed issues, The challenge of nisiory is for man vro-
gressively to restrict the reelx of cliance or fate or des-
tiny and progreccively to enlarge the realm of consclous
grasp end dellberate ctinice, Common senrce accepts the
challenge, but it does so only partimlly. It needs to bs
goided tut 1t Lc incompetent to choose its pgulda, Xt he-
coras involved in incoherent enterpyrices. It 1s subjected
to disasters that no one expacts, that romain unexplained
even after tuclr occurrence,that can be axplained only

on th5 leval of vcientific or philoesopnice thought, that
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even when explained can be praevented from recurring only
by subordinating common sense to & higher specizlization
of human intelligence,

This is not the whnle story, Tha general
bizs of conmon sense involves sins of refusal as well asg
of* mers omission, Its complacent practicelity sasily
twlsts to the view that, as insistent desires and con-
tracting fears necessitate and justify the realization
of 1deas, so 1ldeas without that w:rrant are a matter of
indifference. The long view, the higher integration, the
disouted theoretlcal issue fall outslie the realm of the
practicals it wmey or may not be too bad that they do; hut

there 1= no use vorrying about the matitery notuing can

be done ebout it: indeed, vhat could be done about it, pro-
bably would not be done. How I am fer from sugeesting that
suen practiesl realism cennot adduce inmpressive arguments
in 1ts favor, Like the characters In Demon Runyonts stories,
politicians gnd stutesmen are confined to doing whet they
can, None the less, 1f wa are to understand the implica-
tions of the longer c¢ycle, we nust work out the consequences

of such apparently hard-headed przctlcality and reaiism.

Implicetions of the Longar Cyele,

Already we have explained the neture
of the succession of highsr viewvoints that cheracterize

the davelopment of mathematics znd of empirical scisnce,

Now we must attend to the inverse phenomenon in which each

succassive viowpoint is less comprshensive than its pre-

decessor, In each stage of the historlcal process, the




Corrion Sen bl

facts are the social situation nroduced by the practical
intalligaence of the previous situation..Again, in each
stage, practicel int:lligonce 1s enguaged in grasping the
concerete intLligibility and the impedlete votentlzalitles
immanent in the facts, Finally, at each stage of the pro-
cess, the general blas of common sense involves the dis-
regard of timely and fruitful ldeas: and tnls disregard
not only excludes their implementation but also deprives
subsequant stayes both of the furthar 1dess, to vhich they
would give rise, and of the correctlon that they and thelr
retinue would bring to the idees that ars implemented,
Buch is the basic scheme, and 1t has three cousequences,
In the first placae, the social sitnation de-
teriorates cumulativeiy. For just &s vrogress consgists In
hﬁ%frealization of some 1deas that leads to the reeliza-
tian of othars until a vhole coharent set 1s concretsly
operaztive, so the repeated :xclusion of timely and fruit-
ful ideas iavolvaes a cumulitive departure {rom coherence,
““\l Ths objective social sitnation possesses the intelligibili-
. ty put into it by tiose that brought it about., But what
is put in, less «nd less is some part of a cohsrent vhole

that will a<k for its completion, wnd more and more it is

some arvitrary fregment that can be rounded off only by
giving up the attempt to complete the other arbvitrary frag- o

ments that have preceded or will fellow it. In this fashion |

sorial functions and enterprises bhegla to conflicty some
atronny and others grow like tumors; the ohjective situa-
tion becomes nenstrated with anomalies; it loses 1ts power

5 - to suggest new ideas end, once they are implemented, to o
b . o
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_ inward affair of the heart. Philosonhy glitters like a

respond with still further and better suggestions, The
dynamic of progrsss is replaced by slugglishness and then

by starnation, In the limit, the only discernible intelli-
gibility in the objective facts 13 an equilibrium of
economic pressures and & balance of nztional powvers,

| The second couseguencs is the mounting
irrelevance of detached and disinterested intolligence,

Culture retreats into an lvory tovaer, Religlon becomes an

gem vith enlless fuerts and no practical surpose, For
man cannot cerve two masters, If one 1s to bes true to in-
tellectusl detachment znd disinterestedness, to what can
be intellipently grasped and reasonably &{firmed, then one
seems constrained to acknowledge that the busy world of
practical affairs offers little scope to one's vocation,
Intelligence(EQEII;\SEQJlinR culture, religion, philoso-
phy ‘to the }ealm of concrete living only 1f the latter is
intelligible. But concrete living has become the function
of a complex variable; like the resl component of siach
a function, 1its intelligibllity is only part of the whole,
Alraady wo have spokan of an smpirical residue from which
undarstanding always abstracts; but the general bias of
common sense goenerates an increcsingly significant reszidue
that 1) iz immenent in the social facts, 2) L5 not intelll-
gible, yet 3) cannot be abstracted from 1f ons is to con-
sider the fuots as In fact they &re. Let us name thils
residue tha social surd,

The third consequence 1s the surrender

of detached and disinterested intelligence, Thers 18 the
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minor surrandsr on the level of common sense. It is an
Incomplete surrender, for common sense always finds &
profoundly satisfylng escape from ths grim realitles of
daily living by turaing to men of culture, to represen-
tatives of religion, to snokesmen for philosopny. Still
the business ol common sense is daily life, Its rezlity
has to ba faced, The iasizhits that accumulate have to be
exdctly in tune with the resality to be confronted end in
some measure controlled, The fragmentary and incohenent
intelligibility of the objective situation sets the stan-
derd to which common sense Intelligence must conform,
Nor is this conformity marely passive, Intellipence is
dynamic. Just as the blesed intelligence of the psycho-
neurotlc sets up an ingenious, plausible, self-adapting
resistence to tha ={forts of the analyst, so men of
practical comron e¢2nse become warped by the situction

in which they live und repard es storry-eyed idealism
and silly unpracticality any proposal that would lay the
axa to the root of the social surd,

Becsides thils minor surrender on the level
of common sense, there is tha major surrender on the
speculative level, The [unction of human intelligence,
1t is claimed, 1s not to set up independent norms that
make tihought irrelesvant to fact but to study the data ac
they are, to pgrasp the intellipgibllity that is lmmenent
in them, to acknowledge as principls or norm only what
can Ye rexcned by generaiization from the data. There

follow. the need and the development of & new culturs,

a new religion, a new philosophy; and the new differs
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radically from the old, The new is not apriorist, wish-

ful thinking. It 1s emplrical, sclentiflc, raelistic, It

tukes 1ts stand oa things as they are, In brief, 1ts many
exesllances cover 4ts silyle defect. For its rejection of
tie normative sipgnificence of detached and disinterssted
intelligence makes 1t radically uncritfcal., It possesses
rio standpoint from which it can distinpuish betveen social
achievenent and the soclal surd. It feils to grasp that
an excellent =z2thod for thoe study of electrons 1s bound
to prove nalive and inept in tha study of mane For the
data on man are largely the product of wan's ovn thinkings
and the subordination of human science to the data on man
is the subordination of humen sclence to the blased in-
telligence of thdse that producse the data, From this
ceritical incapacity, there follow ths insecurity and the
instabllity of the new culturs, religlon, vhilosovhy,
¥ach nev arrival has to kKeep holstering 1ts convictlions
by attacking and denouncing 1ts predecessorc, Nor is
thore any lack of new arrivalsy for in the cumulative de-~
tarioration of the social situation there 1is a continuous
expension of the surd and so there 1g an increasing demand
for further eontractlions of the claims of intelligence,
for furth=r dropning of old principles and norms, for
closér conformity to an ever growing man-mede incoherence
immanent in man-wmade facts.
It 1sf%his ma jor surrender of intellectual
detachment thet the succession of ever less comprshensive
viewpoints comes to light, The development of our western

civilization, from the schools founded by Charlemagne to




the universitlies ol today, has witnessed an extraordin-
ary flowering of human intelligence In every dape—tment

of 1te activity, But this course of humen progress has

not heen along & smooth and mounting curve, It has taken
place through the osgillations of the shorter cyc¢lie In
which social groups bacome factlons, in vhich natdons go
to wer, in wvhich the hegemony passes from ons ceater to
another to lesve its former holdsrs with proud memories
ani impotent dreams. No.less does 1t axhibit the success-
ive lovwer viewnoints of the longer cycle, The medieval
synthesis through th2 coaflict of cihurch and state shatter-
gd into the several religions of the reformetion, The wars
of religion nrovided the evidence that men has to live
not by revilation but by reason. The dlsagresment of

reason's reprasentatives made it clear that, vhile sach
must follow the dictatas of reason as he sees then, he
also must practise the virtue of toleranca to the equally
reasonable views and actions of othsrs, The helplessness
of tolerance to provide cohersnt solutions to social

nroblems called forth the totalitarlan who taikes the

narrow and complacent practicality of common sense and
elevates 1t to the role of a complote and exclusive view-
noint, On the totalltarian view, evsry type of intellect-
ual independence whether personal, cultural, sclantific,
philosophic, or religious, has no batter basis than non-
conscious ayth., The time has come for the conscinus myth
that wlll sccure man's total subordination to the recuire-

ments of reality, Hoallty is the economic develovment,

the militsry equipment, and the political dominance of
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E the all-inclusive state. Lts ends Justify all means,
| Its means.include not merely every technique of indoc- ?53

trination and propapanda, every tactic of aconomie and

diplomatiec prassure, avery lavice for bragidn: lown the

moral consolence gn?! eynloiting the secret affects of

L

civilized men, but also the terrorism of & political

police, of prisons and torture, of concamtratlon cumps,
i ' of transported or extirputed minorities, and of total

war. The succassion of less comprehensive viewpoints has ﬁi?
been 8 succession of adaptations of theory to practics,
In the 1limit, practice bacomes & theoreticully unified iﬁ;
wholle, and theory is reduced to the status of & myth that .

3
lingers on to represent the frustrated aspirations of de- )

tached and disinterested intellisence.

83 g;;ernat1Vés of the Longer Cycle,

| _ #hat ls the subsequant course of the

longer cycle generated by the general bilas of comuon sense?

} to be only one ancwer, The totallitarian has uncorared a
secret of powsr, To defeat him is not to eliminats a ver-
manant temptation to try once more his methods. Those not
sibjected to the temptation by theilr ambltions or their
naeds, will be subjected to it by their fears of danger

and by their inslstence on self-protection, &o in an wn-

gency, one totalitarianism culls forth another. On an

earth made small by a vast human population, by limited

i natural resources, Yy rapld and easy communications, by
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extraordinary powers of destructlon, there will arisa =ooner
or later; the moment when the unstable equilibrium will szenm
_threategzd and the pamble of war willl appear the lesser risk
to some of the purtiss invelved., If the war 1s indecisdve,
the baslc situailon is unchanged, If 1t 1s totally destrictliwve,
the longer cycle har come to its end, If there results & single
vorld empire, then it inherits btoth the objlactive stagﬁation
of the soeclal surd and thoe warped mentality of totalitarian
practicality; but it cannot whip up the feverish energy of
fear or of urmbition: 4t has no enemy to fights it has no in-
telligible gosl to attain.

Comwon sense, on the other hand, has no use
for any theoretical i{ntegration, even for the totalitarian
integration of common sen:e practicality, It will desert the
new ¢mpire for the individusl or group Intersests that it
understands. This centrifugel tendency willl be sugmented hy

the prepossessions and nreludlces, the resentments and hatreda,

that have besen accumulating over the acesi for every reform,
every revolution, every lower viewspoint overpstates both the
case In its own favor and the case against those it-would super—%{
sedety from each generation to the next there are transmitted .
not only sound ideas, but &lso incomplete ideas, mutilated
ideas, enthuslasms, passions, bitter memories, and terrifying
bogies. In thils fashion, the objective social surd will be
matched by & dlsunity of minds sll warped but eacﬁ in its
private way, The most difficult of enterprises will have to
be undertaken under the most adverse circumstances aund, under
the present hyootiiesis that thz general bias of common senss

remains effoctdve, one cannot but expect the great crises that
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end in couplete dlsintegration an? decay.

St1ll, on the assurption of emergent probadility,
naothing 15 inevitabls, Indeed, the essential loglc of the disQ

torted dlalectlc 18 a reversal, For dialectic rests on the
co§crete nilty of opposed priaciples: the dozinanca of either
prineclple results in a distortion, and ths distortion both
waakans tha dominance and strengthens the opnosad principle
to rastore an equilibrium, Vhy, then, 1s 1t thet the longer
cycle 1s so lone? Yhy ls the havoc it wreelks so daep, so ex-
tensive, so coaplets? The obvious answer is the difficnlty
of the lesson that trne longer cycls has to teach, !lor are we
quite without hints or clues on the nsture of that lesson,

On the contrary, there is a convergeance of svidence for the
assertion that the lonrer cycle 1s to be met, not by aay ides
or set of ldeas on the level of technology, economics, or
politics, but only by thé sttainment of a higher viewpoint in
man! s understanding and making of man,

In thz first place, the generzl blas of common

sense cannot be corrected by comuon sense, for the bias is sb-
Struse and general, and common sence deals with the pertieular,
In the second place, man can dizcover how present insights and
decistons Influence through emergent probability the aceurrence

of future insights and decisions; &s he can make this discovery, %

so he can use it, not only in shaning individual bilographies
ind educ:ting chiillren ia the lmege of thelr parents and of
the state authorities, but aulso in the vastly more ambitious
task of directing and in some measure controlling his future

hi&_}ory. In tha third place, tha longer cycle of western

civilization has been drawing attention repeetedly to the
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‘compromise, then on> must expoct the succession of ever less

notion of & practical theory of nistory. It was conceived in
on2 manner or uausther hy Vico in his Scionza nugvs, by Herel,
and by Marx, It hus exercisad a consplcuous influence sn events
throughh}iberal doctrine ol automatle progress, through the
Merxlan doctrine of clasc war, tarvough the mytns of nationalist
totalitarianisa. In tho fourth pluce, & remedy has to be on
the level of the disease) but the dlsease s & succession of
lower viewpoints that heads towards en altimate nihilism: and
0 the remedy hag to be the attalnment of & higher viewnoint,
As there is evidence for thie necessity of a
higher viewnoint, so also there ls soms svidence on I1ts naturs,
Inquiry and insipght are facts thet underlis muthematics, am-
pirical scilence, and common sensse The refusal of iqsight is
& fact that accounts for lndlvidual and group egoism, for the
psychoneuroseas, and for the ruin of nations and civilizations,
The needed hidher viewpoint Ls ths discovery, the logicel
expansion, &anl th: recognition ol the principle that intelli-
gonce contains its ovm immenent norms asnd that these rorms are
equipned with sunctions which man does not have to invent or
impose. Even in ths sphers of pructice, the last word does
not lie with common sense and its panoply of technology,
aconomy, &and polity; lor unless common sense can learn to
overcome 1ts bias by acknowlé€ydng and submitting to a highar
principle, unless common sense cen be tawht to resist its

perpetual temptation to qvﬂopt the easy, obvious, practical

comprehensive viewpoilnts and in the limit the destruction of

all that has bheen achieved,
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&4 Roverssl of the Louper Cycle,

Vhat 1s ihe higher princlple? Since we have
not as yeot discusesl such notlone &z truth wnd error, right and
wrong, humen sclsnce and phillosophy, culture snd religlon, our
lamediete answer cun be no more than & serles of notes,

In the first place, there Is such & thing acs
progress ahd its principle is liberty., There iz progress, be-
cause practicul intelligence grasps idews in data, guides
activity by the 1ldeas, and reaches fuller and mora sccurate
ideas through the situstions produced by the activity. The
principle of progress is liberty, for the ideas oocur to the
man on the spot, thelr only satislactory exwnression {s thelir
implementation, thelr only adequate correctinn is the emer-

i gance of further insizhts: on thse other hund, one mipnt as

L well declore openly that &1l new idess are tabo®, &¢ recuire
that they be examined, evaluatad, and approved by some hier-
archy of officlsls ani bureesucrzis; for members of this hier-

archy poscess aviviorlty and power in inverse ratio to thelr

: femiliarlty witn tha concrete situations in which the new idess
o | _ emarga; thoy never kuow whether or not the nev ldse will vork:
mach less can they divine how it might be corrected or develop-

ed; and since the one tning they dresd is making a mistake,

: k\‘ they davote thelr energies to paper vork wnd postpone decisions.é
0 ‘ﬁ%¢@“ﬁy& \ ﬁ‘uowever, while there ls progress end vhile its primciple is
L,J. libverty, there also is decline and its principle i= blas, There

15 the minor prianciple of group bilas vhich fends to gaerate
its own corrective, There is the major principle of ganersl

bias and, though it too generates its own correctiwe, 1t does
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so only by confronting human Intelligence with the alterna-

tive of adonting & higher viewnoint or perishing. To ipniore

tha fact of decline was tho error of ths old liberal vieves of

auntomatic progress, The far more confusing error of Marx was
to lump topether both progress and thi tvo princivles of Jeo-
cline under the lmpressive name of dlalecticsl materialism,
to grasp thut the minor vrincipls of decline would zorroct
1tself more rapldly throsrh class war, and then to l=ap gaily
to the swesoving conclusion thet class war would sccelerate
progress, Vhat, in fact, was accelerated was major daeline whiché
in Russia and garmeay leapsd to fairly thorough brands of
totalitarianism, The basic service of the hizher viswpnoint
will be a liberation from confusion turough clear distinctions,
Progress 1s not to be confused uith decline; the corrective
mechanism of the minor oprinciple of decline is not to be
thought capable of meeting the issues set by the major prin-
eiple,

Secondly, &5 there are sclences of nuture, so also
there 19 a scilence of mane As the sclences of nature are em~
pirical, so also the sclence of man 1is empiricaly for scilonce
1s the resultant of an sccumulution of related insights, and
gedantific insights grasp ideas that are immanont not in what
is imacined but in what 1s glven, If the sciences of nuture
can be led astray hy the blunder that the objective 13, not
the verified, but th=s "out there", so also can the human
sciencesy but vhile this blunder in physdes yields rno more
than the ineptitude of Galileols primary onalitles and Newton's
true motion, 4t leads zealous practitioners of sclentific methodii;

in the humen filsld to rule out of court a major portion of the &
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dote and so deny the empirical principle. Durkheimian socinlogy

£ni bahaviorist psychology may have exeises for barring the

data of consclousness, for thera axist notsbl: difficalties
In deternining such data; but the buslness of the sclentist

15 not to &llage dilficulties zs erxcuses but to overcone them,

and neither objzctivity in the senss of verificution nor the
principle of empiricism coil be advanced as ressons for ipnoring
the data of consciousness, furtner, as mathemctics has to deal
not only with direct intelliglbilitdes but also with such in-
verse Instances as primes, surds, ime.ineries, continue, and
infinlties, &s the physiclst has to employ not only the classi-
cul procedurss and tochiiques that deel w1th the systomatie

but also the statisticel procedures én? techilques that take

inte aceount tho non-systemetle, so alio humsn science has to
be eritiesl, It cen afford to drop the nineteenth-century
scientific outlook of mechanist dceterminism In fevor of an
emerg;ent probebility. It can profit by the distinction between

the intelligible emergent vrobabllity of preshuman srocess and

tho intelligent emergent probability that qmexzzzhin the mea- |
”‘§ sure that man succasds in undersvanding himself and in impleman~ é
ting that understanding. Finally, it can bo of inestimzble

value In aiding mu to understand himself :nd in guiding him
in the implementation ol tnat undsrstaniing, if, and only 1if,
1t can learn to distinguish betveen progracss and decline, be-
tween the libverty thet generates progress zod the blas that

generatas decliae. In other vords, human sclence cannot be

merely empirical; it has to be critical; to resach a eritical
standpoint, it has to be normative, This is 2 tell order for

L
o human sclence as hitherto it has existed. But people looiing
l .
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for easy tasks nad best renounce any anbition to be sclentistss
and 1f mathematiclens and physlcists cen surmount their surds,

the hmman scientist can learn to master his.

Culturs and Reverssal,

In the third place, there is culture. The

‘dramatic subject, as practical, ordginates and develops capital

ani technology, the economy andl the states By hils intslligeace
he progressas, and by his bias he deelines, Still, thils vhole
unfolding of prectlcality constitutes no more than the sstting
and the Lucliiaabs of the drama, Delight and sufferdng, laughiter
and tears, joy «14 sorrow, aspiration and [rustration, achieve~
ment and failure, wit and humor, stand not within practicality
but above it. Man can pauce end with a smile or a forced grin
ask what the drama, what he himself is about., His culture is
his capacity to ask, to reflect, to reach an &isver that at
once satisfies his intelligence and speaks to his heart,

Nov if men are to meet the challenge set
by major decline and its longer cycle, it will be through
thelr zulture that they do so, ¥ere muan a pure lntelligence,
the products of prilosopry and humun sclenca would be anough
to sway hlm. But as the dislectle in the individual and in
soclety reveals, men is & compound-in-tension of intelligence
and interssubjectivity, and it 1s only through the parallel
qgﬁmpound of & cnlture that his tendencies to aberration can
be offset proximetely and effectively.

The difficalty is, of course, that human

aberration makes an uncriticel culture its captive. Mario |

Praz in The Romaatde i:ouy has found that depth psychology
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throws aa unplzasantly penetroting light upon romanticlam,
Nor iz thz ooze of abnormallty enything more than & sacondary
symptom, for ti: axpanding social surd of thz lonrar cycle is
not matched by a succossion of less coupreh nsive viewpolnte
vithout tha services of & parallel seriazs of c¢iltural trans-
formations, Opinions and attitudes that onca were tha oddity
of & minarity greduelly snrazd through soclaty ﬁo hecame the

platitudes of politiclans wnd joarnalists, the acsusptions of

lezislators and educators, the uncontroverted aucleus of the
common sense of a people, Eventunally, they too become anti-
quated; they are reearded &s the obstinacy of an old yuaard

that vill not learn: tneir influence 1s restricted to backe
waters ilmrune to the renewlng force of the main current of
haman thought and feeling, Change succeeds chanpe, Indis~
criminately, =ach of the now arrlvals reste upon tine pood 1t
brings, upon tha ononsite defects of the old, and upon a ~loser
harmony with “he fact of tha social surds In £he 1lingt, cul-

an
ture ceases Lo ba lmiependent factor that pesses a detachad

yet effective judgment upon capital formation and techniclogy, _
upon economy and polity, To Justify its existence, 1t had to he-gi
come more and more practical, more and nore a factor within
tha techrolojical, esconomic, political process, more and more
a8 tool that carved palpably ussful snds, The setors &n the
drame of living become stuge-hends: the satting is magnificenty
tha lighting superb: the costumes gorgeous: but there 1s no play;%
Clearly, by beconing practicel, culturs re- I
nounces 1ts one essential function and, by that renunclation,
~gondemns practicality to ruln, Thwe gensreal bias of common scense

/WWJ«.M
has to be conmber>y@trhted by & representative of detsched in-

D
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tifics the good nelther with ths new nor xith the old, that,

telligence that both appreci. tes and criticizes, that iden-

above 81l elss, neither will he forced Into sn ivory tover of
inaffectualness by the sociel surd por, on the other hand,
will capitulate to 1ts sbsurdity,

Harx looked forvward to & clessless soclety

and to the witharing of the winte, But s long &c there vill

be precticsl intelligence; there will be tech.ology ant capital,li

economy and polity, There will he a divislon of lsbor end a
difrerentisation of functious. There will bs the adaptation of
hunankintersubjectivity to thet division and differantiation,

There will be comnon dacisions fo t2 reached an?d Lo be lmple-

mented, Practical intelligence necessitates classes and states, i

and no dislectic cun promise thair verms nent disappearance,
VWhat 1s both unnecessary sai disastrous i¢ ths exaltstion of
the practical, the supremacy of the state, thes cult of the
class, Vhat ls necessary 1s a Cosnopolis that 1s neitner class
nor state, that stands sbove #)l thelr claims, that éuts them
dowvn to size, thiet 1s founded on the natlve detachment and

dlsinterestedness of every intelligeace, thet commandsmsn's

first allegisnce, thet implaments itself primarily through thet B

alleglance, that is too universal to be bribed, too lmpalpable

to bs force:d, too zaffactive to be lynored,
COSMORILIR Cbﬂonﬁﬁaﬁéﬂ.

S¢ill, what 1s Cosmopells? Like every othar
object of human intelilgence, it is in ths first instance an

Yo what 1s to be known when on: andercstaands, Like evaery other
»

Xy, it possesses some known properties and aspects that lead to
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its fuller determination, For the present, we must bs content
to indicate & few of these aspects «d to leave until later
the task of reachlin; concluclons,.
First, Cosmopoliqs 1s not & policse force, Bolore
such a force csn be organized, equipped, and appiled, there 1s
neaded a notable messure of agreement aaong & preponderant
group of men, In other words, ideas huve to come firs?y and,
at best, force is instrumental, In the practica:l order of the
econamy and polity, 1t is posuible, ofton snough, Lo parform
the jugeling act of using some ldeas Yo ground the uso of
force in favor of others and, then, using the othar ldeas to
ground thic use o{Aﬁiaﬂ% in favor of the first, The $rouzble
with this procodure is that there ls always anothsr juggler
that beili-vor nimsell expert enough to play the sams game the
other way by wsing the melcontents, held down by thr first use
of forte, 10 upset the second set of ddeus anl, ar well, using
malcontents, held down by the second use of foree, to upset tne
first set of 1deas, Accordlagly, il' ideas are not to be merely
a facade, i€ the reality 4s not to be merely a balance of power, |
then the use of force can be no mora than residual and inel-
dentel, But €osaodpolis is not concerned vwitn the resiluel and
lncidontal, It 1¢ concerned withkhe fundemoentel issue of the
historical process. Its basiness lg to provent precticality
from baing short-signtedly prectical and so destroying itself,
The notion that Gosmdpolis emnloys & pollce force is just an
ins tanee of tne short-siginted practlicalivy that osmonnlls
has to correct, Hovaever, I am not saying that thare should not

. - N ngt
be & United Netlons or a Viorld Government; I am*gaying that

Csuch politicel wutitles should not have a pollce force: I am
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saying that such ~olltical antities are not what is meant hy

Eosmonolis. Qormonolis 1s pbove 21l palitics, fo fer from be-

ing rendered superfluous by a successful Yorld Govarnment, it
vould be all the more obviously needed to »f{set ths tendencles
of that and any other government‘to be short-sightedly nrac~
tical.

Secandly, Cosmopolls is concerned to mzke opara-
tive tho timely ani frultful ideas that otherwise zre 1nnpera;
tive. {o far from emnloying power or nressure or force, it
hHas to witness to the rossibllity of idees being onerative
without such backing, Unless it can nrovide that witnaess, than
it 1s useless, For at the root of the reasral blus »f commen
sense and at the permansnt source of the lonrer cvels of de-
cline, there stends the notion that only ideas becked by some
sort of force can be operative. The business of Cosmonnlls is
to make op=rative the ldeas that, in the light of th: raneral
blas of common sensse, are Inoparative. In othar vords, its
business 1s to brealk the viclous cirele of an illusien: men
will not venture on 1ldeuzs thet thev grant to ha correct be-
cause they hold that such ideas will not rork unless sustained
by deslres or fears} and, Inversaly, men hold thet such idess
will not work, because they will not veature on them and =9
hive no empirical evidence thet such ideas can work end wonld
worx, _

Thirdly, €osmopolls is not a busygbody. It 4s
su?remely practical by iguoring what 1s thought to he really
practical, It does not vaste 1lts time end energy condemning
the indlvidual egolsm that is in revolt arsinst 9nclety and

alrealy condemned by soclety. It iz not excited by group egoism
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which, 4w th~ short run, gen-retes
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volve its roverzal. But 4t s very datermlaed to nravaat

dorirant grope from deluding mankind by th: retioralizatinm

of thelir siney 1f the sine of dominint grams are bad enoiugh,

still tha erection of thelr sinning into universal srincinles
is indeflinitely worse; it 15 *hs universalization of tha sin
by rationaliration theat contributes to tha lonjer eycle of
decliney 1t is the rationalization that €osnonnlis has to
ridicule, exnlede, desiroy, Lrain, &osmopolis is 1ittle inter-
ested in tha chifte of pover batveen claszes ool netionsgs

it 1z guite aware that tho dlalectde zoonar or leter upsets the
short-slinted caleulstlons of dominent groapss &l 4t 1s cuilte
free from tho noncense that the risiar ster of suother class
or naetion 12 zoing to put e differeant bhuman nature in the
saddle, Howaver, while shifts of power 1a themselves are In-
cidental, they commonly are accompanied by anothar phenom:snfm
of aquite a Alffo-ent churacter, There 1= the creatlos of myths,
The 0l4 regima $s dapicted as monzirous; the paw envisares 4t-
self ac the fmpuculate embodlirent of 13esl human acpiratlsne
Catensrords that earrled th: new group o jsowar assums the
status of unguestiomatle verltles, On th band-wayzon ¢F the
new vislon of imith there ride the aldveniturers in {deas thak
otherwise co0ld not ettein a hearing, Inversely, ideas that
merit athention sre 1zrorad unless they put on tne trapnings
of the onrrent fasnion, unless {hey preftend to resuls Prom
alien hut comnonly accaptibla premises, unless they 4l:elaim
implicctlons thet ars true boh unwénted, It is the business

of €osmonolls to prefent the formatlon of tha scrzening memor-

ies by which an accent to power hides its nastiness: it 1s 1ts

o) =




o

Comion Bense {cont!d)

businiess to prevent the falsification of history with which
tha new group overystates its case; 1t 19 1ts business to

satirize th> cutohpyords and the clagjprap and tnereby to

prevent the aostlons thiy ezpress from coalesclng with passlons
and resentments to engender obsessive nonsense for future pene-
rations: it 1s its business to encourage and supvort :hnse that
would spesk the simple truth though simple truth has gon agut
of fushloa, Unless €ozmonolls undertekes thie assential task,
1t fails in its mission. On= shift of pover 1s followed by a-
nother, end 1f ths myths of th» first survive, the myths of the I
second vill take ti=lr stand on earller nongsouse to bring forth
worse nonsense still,

Fourthly, as Cosmopolis has %o protzct the
Tuture ageinst the rationalization of zbuses an? tha croation
of myths, so it itself must be purged of tha rationalizations
andbyths that became part of the huqan heritage bafore it came
on tha scene, If th2 analyst suffers from a scotoma, he vill
comamdceats 1t to the analysand; sinmllarly, if Cosmonolis 1t-
self sufl'ers from th. genaral blas of common sense in &any of
1ts manilestations, thon the bliad will be leading the blind
and both will head for a ditch, Thare is needed, then, a cri-
tlque of history before there cen be any intellirent direction
of history. There is needed an exnloration of the movements,
the changes, the evochs of & civillization's genesis, develop-
ment, and vicissltudes, The opinions and attitudes of the
prasent have to ha traced to thelr origins, and the origins
have to be criticized in the light of dialectic, The liheral
baliever In automatic progress could praise all that survives:

the Marxist could denounce all that was and praise all that

0} =
VAl s
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vould bey but anyone that recognizes tha exlstence both of
intelligence end of blas, both of progress and of declins,
has to be critical and his criticlsm will rest on the dia-
lactlce that simply aeffirms the presunmnositions of possible
criticism,

Perhops enough has hesn sald on the properties
anid aspects of our X, nased €osmopnlis, for a aynthetde viaw
to be attemprad, It i« not a group danouncing other groips: 4t
1z not & supor-astate ruling states: it 1s not an orranization
that enrolls members, nor an academy that endorsss opinions,
nor a court that adminlsters a lepal code, It ¢ a8 withdravel
from precticality to suve practicality, It is a dimamzion of
consclousness, a helghtenad grasp of historlcul origing, a
-discovery of historicil responsibilities, It is not something
altogethor new, for the Marxist has been busy activeting the
tlass-consciousness of tha masses&)and, before him, the 1ibar&lif
had sueceeded in indoctrinating men with the notisn of pro. :
gress, 5till, 1t possesses 4ts novalty, for it is not s;mglggte,?
It does not leap from a'fact of development to & beliasf in |
automatic propraess ﬁor from & fact of abuse to an expectatinq
of an apocalyptic utopla reachsd through an acceloerated de-
cline, It 18 tha hirsher synthesis of the libersl thesdis and
the Marxict antiti-asis, It comes to minds prepzrasd for &t by
these earlier views, for they heve taught men to think his-
torically. It comes at a time vhen the totelitarian fzet and
threat have refuted the liberals and dlscredited the Marxists,

It stands on & baslc analysis of the compound-in-tensiont that

i3 many it confronts nroblems of which men are aware; it in-

vites tha vast potentialities and pent-up ensrgies of our
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'solving it in this chapter, we do not hope to reach a full

time to contribute to thelr solution by dsveloning an art
and a llterature, s theatre and a brosicastlng, a jJournaliem
ani a history, & sehool and a iversity, a perconal depth
and @& public oninion, that throngh sppreciation ant criticism
give men of' common s:znse the oaportunity snd holp they nsed
and desire to correct the general hias of th:lr comrmon sanse,
Finglly, it would b2 unfuir not to stress the
chief characteristic of €osmopolis, It is not sesy. It is not

& dissemination of sweetness and lipht, where svestness means
»

sweet to me, and light meaus lifht to me, Yere that so, ®asno-
polis would be superfluous. ivery scotosis puts forth a plaus-
1vle, ingenious, adaptive, untiring resictance, Ths general
blag of common sanse is no exception, It is by moving rith _
that blas rather thun against it, by differing from 1t =lipghtly ;
rather thaa opvosing 1t thoroughly, that one has the best pros- gj
pect of aelliing books and newspapers, entertainment end educa-
tion, Moreover, this is only the superficial difficulty. Be-
neath it lies the aluost insolubls problem of settling clear-
ly and exactly, vhet the general bles is, It 1s not & enlture
but only & coanroinise that results from taklng ths highest
common factor of i sgeregate of cultures, It 1s not 2 com-
promise that vill check and reverse the lonrer cyecle of de-
¢lina. Nor is it unblased intelligence that yilelds a welter

of conflicting opinions, This is the problem, So far from

solution in this volume, But, at least, two allies can be ac-

¥nowledged, On the one hand, there 1s common sensey and 4n 1ts
\/

Judgments, vhich as yet have not been treated, common sonse

tends to be profoundly sane, On the other hand, there is dia-

b, o
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lactlcel analysis; the refusal of insizht betrays itselfy

the Babal of our day is the cumulative product of a serlaes
and
of refustls to unierstand; M4, dialsectical analysis can dis-

cover and exnose both the series of past refusals an? the

tactlcs of contemporary resistance to enlightenment,

Conclusion,

It 1s time to Sgpd thls study of common seonse, H
In the first sascetion there was worked out tne parallal he-
twaen common sense and emnirleal sclence; both ora davelop-

Nt i
ments of int?lli;?ﬁ?e.A§H4%h3_$ﬂeﬁﬁdhandukhird~aﬁch$aﬁﬁi o

attention contarad on tha differences batwean empiricsl scisnce
vhilch relutes things to one another, and common sense which
relates things to us. It wus seen thet the relations) grasped

by comton sense} stand betwesn tvo varlables: on the one hind,
v

gompon sensg 1s a development of tha subject to vwhich things
are related; on the olhar hand, common sense effects a develop-
ment in the things to which we are related, Moreover, both
develooments are subject to aberration; besides the progressive

accurulation of related incishts, there 1s the cumulative ef.

fect of refusing insizhts, In the subjective field, such re-
fussl tends to be preconscious: it heads towards psychoneurotic
eonfllict; 1t is ovposite to the subjectts retional judgm:nt
and delibverate cholce, vhien, accordingly, ce: provide the
analyst with his opnortunity, In the objectlve field, the re-
fusal 1s rationelizad by & dlstinction betveen theory and
practice; it hoeads Noth to social conflicet and to social dis-
integration; 1t LIs to be opvosed both by the common sense view

that practicality 1s for msn and not mun for practicslity and,

° ::) et
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on & more recondite level, by the principle, implicit in
d1alectic, thut procetlcs succeeds in diverging from theory
by taking th: short view and refusing to raise and face fur-
ther relevant quastlons,

Our &ccount of commod sense has led us to touch on

many issues, but our concern is not these 1ssues, which func-

tion illustratively, but the fact &nd ths nature of insirht,
Within the perspsctives of the present work, there is no point
to a full an! accurate account of the flelds of psychology
and of socinlogy, Tho tonle 18 1nsight, To exhibit 1ts nature
and its implications, one has to venturae Into every denarte i
ment in vhich human intellizence plays a significant rols. Still%
that venture is essentislly a limited venture, For it is enough ;
for our purpose to show thet the notlon of insipht 43 in-
dispensable in an adegquate view, that it explains both the
high esteng in vhiech commonly common sanse is helqb sn? the
limitationsdito witlch 1t is subject, that this explanztion can
begin from iniependent and apparently dispsrate pramises and
within the larger cdntext that they yield, succeed in hitting
off the thought of the average men, As-fuldiNevmen) the
problem of nieg affécts, esvoaldr Jesatdy and the dlalectlc of
his history, eswwild e hisler sysshesis~of Nbsral _and-
MAREIADAEOARIN A

Further, though our topic is common sense, still
1t has not been the whole of common sense,. Besides intelli-
gence, there is operative in common sense both judgment and
cholce with their implications of truth &nd error and of

right and wrong. These higher components of common sense will

raceilve some cttention later, The foregoing study has been con-f?

o ) L : " Vot
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