- INQIGHT,

Preface.

In the 1deal detegtive story the reader la
glven all the clues yot falls to spot the orlminal, He
may advert to each clue as 1t arlses, He noeds no further
clues to molve the nmystery. Yet hwe ¢en remaln in the dark
for the simple reason that reaching the seclution 1s, not
the mere apprehension of any ¢lue, not the mers mswmory
of all, but & aulte dlstinct aetivity of orgonlzing
intelilyonce that places the full set of clues in a unique
explenatory peravectlve.

By lnslght, then, 1z meant not any act
of attention or advert:nce or maenory but the asupsrvening
act of understanding. It 1s not any recondite intultion
but the famlller event that occurs easlly and frequently
in the moderately lntelligent, rarely and wlth dlffilculty
only in the very stupld. In 1lteeldf it is so simple and
obvious that 1t seems to merit the litils attentlon
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that, it recelves, At the same time, its function in
cognitlonal asctlvity is so central thnt to pgrasp 1t in
ite conditions, its working, and its results, is to confer
a baskle yobt startling unlty on the whole fleld of human
inguiry and humon opinlon. Indeed, thls very wealth of
Implications L8 dlsconcerting, and I find it 4ifflcult to
state in any brisf and cagy monner what the present book
ig about, hov a slngle anuthor can expect to treat the
varloety of toples 1llsted in the table of contents, why
he shonld atienpt to do go in a single work, and what good
he could hope %o accomplish even were he to wholed-subt~
suceoad In his odd undertaklng.

Still&f& preface should provide at loaat a
Jeune and simplified answer to such questions and, perhaps,
I can mnke a beglnning by saying that the alm of the work
18 to coavey an 1nalght into lnslght., Mathometlclens seek
insight Into mets of elements, Selentists aesk insight
into renges of phenoiena. Men of common sense seek lnsight
Into conorete situatlons and practical affairs. Bui our
ooncern is to reach the act of organlzing intelligence that
brings within s esingle perspective the insights of mathe-

matleloans, aclentists, and men of common asenee,
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It followe at once that the toples listed In
the table of contents are not § so disparate as they appear
on a suprficlal reading., If anyone wishee to become a
mathematician or & sclentlst or & man of common sense, he will
derlve no dilrect help from the present work, As physiclste
ptudy the shape of waves and leave to chemlasts the analysles
of alr and water, so we are concerned not with the objects
understood in mathematics but with Y4e mathemaetlclians' acts
of underst~nding, not with objects understood in the varlous
sclences but with sclentists' acts of understanding, not with
the conorete sltuations mastered by common sense but with the
scts of understandlng of men of common sense,

Further, whlle all acts of understanding have
g certain family llkeness, a full and balanced view 1s to be
reached only by combinlng in a slngle account the evldence
obtalned from dlfferent flelds of Intelllgent activity. Thus,
the precigse nature of tho act of understanding is to be seen
most clearly ln mathematleal exemples., The dynamlc context
in which understanding ocecurs can be stndled to best advantage
In an Anvestl ation of seclentiflc methods. The disturbance
of that dynamlc context by allen concerns la thrust upon
one's attentlon by the manner in which various messures of
common nongense blend with common sense.

However, lnsicht ls not only a mental actlvity
but also a constltuent factor in human knowledge. It follows
that insight into insight is in some sense & knowledge of
oW e -NT—S-a~pit oA Oy ~Indoed e ErowMast srideavor
e Mndbeatd, Ti-is~a sAtlososhy That Corvodpontn~tc Rome el
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knowledge. Indeed, 1t, seems 8 nowledge of knowledge that

fseeme extremely relevant to a whole serles of hasle problems
in philosophy, This I must now endeavor to indicate even
though I can 40 80 only in the abrupt and summary fashion
that leaves terme undefined and offers arguments that fall
ghort of proof,

First, then, it is lInsight that nakes the dif=-
ference between the tantallzing problem and the evldent solutlon,
Accordingly, Insights seem to bo the source of what Descartes
nemed clear and distinet ldeas and, on that showing, lnslght
into inslpht wonld be the source of the clear and dlstinet idea
of clear and dlstinet ldeas.

Secondly, inasmuch as it Ls the act of organizing
intellipgence, insight 1ls an apprehension of relations, But
among relations are meanings, for m-aning seems to be a
relation bhetween sigm and signifled. Insight, then, Includes
the eprrehension of meaning, and insipght into 1lnslght ineludes
the apirehenslon of the meaning of meanlng.

Thirdly, in a gense somewhot dlfferent from
Kant's, every insight is both g priord and synthetie, It 1s
g priorl, for Lt goes beyond what 18 merely glven to sense or
0 emplrical consclousness. It Ls synthetle, for it adds to
the merely gilven an explanstory unlfication or organizatlon,

It seems to follow that insight Into inslght will yleld a
gynthatic and a priorl account of the full“'range of synthetls,
a priorl components in our cognitional actlivity,

R
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Fourthly, a unification and organlzation of
other departments of knowledge is a phllosophy. But every
insight unifies and organizes. Inalght Iinto inaight,i)then,
wlll unify and organize the insights of mathematlclans,
sclentlsts, and men of comion sense, It seems to follow that
insight into insipght wlll yileld a philocaophy.

Fifthly, one camnot unify and organlze knowlng
without concluding to a unification and organizatlion of the
known, 3But a wniflicatlon and organization of what is known
in mathematics, in the sciences, and by comnon sense 1s a
metaphysics. Hencs, in the measure that insight into insight
unifies and organizes &ll our knowing, it will imply a meta-
physics.

Sixthly, the philosophy and metephyslos that
result from insight into Insight willl be verifiable. TFor just
a8 sclontlflc insights both emerge and are verliled 1In the
golors and sounde, tastes and odors, of ordinary experience,
80 Insight Anto Insipht both emerges and ls verifled in the
inslights of mathsmatlclans, sclentists, and men of common
sense. But 1f insight into Insight is verifiable, then the
consequent philosophy and geat metaphyslcs wlll be veriflable.
In other words, Just as every statement Iin theoretlcal sclence
can be shown to laply statements regardlng sensible fagt, so
every statement in phllosophy and metaphyslcs can be shown to

imply statements regarding cognitlonal fact.
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Seventhly, besldes insighte there are oversighis.
Besldes the dynamic context of detached and dilsinterested
inguiry in which insights emerge with a notable frequency,
there are the contrary dynamic contexts of the flipght from
understanding in which overaiphts oceur regularly end one
might ¥l almost say systemntically. Hence, 1f insight into
ineipght is not to Vve an overslrht of overaights, 1t must lnclude
an insight into the principal %ff&g devices of the flight from
understanding,

Elghthly, the flight from unders'anding will be
seen to be anyt:hlng but & pecullar aberration that afilicts
only the unfortunnte or the perverse. In i1ts philosophie
form (which is not to be confused with its psychiatric, moral,
soclal, and cultural manifestations) it appears to result
slmply from an incomplete development in the intelllpent and
reasonable nse of one's own inteolligence and reasonsbleness.
But though 1lts origin ls a mere absence of full development,
its consecuences are positlve enough. For the flight from
understanding R04K2 blocks the occurrence of the insights
that would upset 1is comfortable equlilibrium. Nor 1s 1t
content with a merely passive reslstance. Though covert and
devious, 1t is resourceful and inventive, effectlve and extra-
ordinarlly plavalble. It admlts a wvast variety of forma and,
vhen it finde some untsenable, 1t can resort to others. If 1t
never refuses to supply superflelsl minds wlth suverflclal
positions, 1t is qulte competent to work out a philosorhy

. 80 acute and profound that the elect strive in valn and for
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centuriep to lay bare its real inadequacles.

Ninthly, Jjust es insipght into Insight yleldae
& clear and dlstinct idea of clear and distinet ldeas, jJust
as 1t includes sn apprehenslon of the meanlng of meaning,
Just as 1t exhiblts the range of the g priorl, synthetle
comgonents in our knowledge, Jjust as it involves a phllosophle
unificatlion of mathematles, the sclences, and common p& sense,
Just as At implies a metaphysicel account of what iz 1o be %
known through the various departments of humen lnoulry, so
8180 Ansipght into the varlous modes of the flight from under-
standing will explain 1) the range of really confused yet
epparently clear and distinct ideas, 2) aberrant géggfht@vtf O
“vlews on the meaning of meaning, 3) dlstortions in the a priorl,
‘gynthetlc components in our lknowledge, 4) the exlstence of
a multiplicity of phllosophies, and 5) the series of mistaken
netaphyslcal and antl-metavhysical posltlons,

Tenthly, there seems to follow the possibllity
of a phllosophy that 1s at once methodleal, critical, and

comprehensive. It wlll be comprehensive because 1t embraces

in a single view every siatement in every phllosorhy. It will
be critical becauss 1t discriminates between the products of
the detached and dlsintercsted desire to wdersatand and, on

the other hand, the products of the flight from understanding.
It will be methodical because it transposes the statements of
philosophers and metaphysiclans to their origins in cognitlonal
activity and 1t settles whother that activity is or 1s not
aberrant by appealing, not to philosophers, not to Eﬁ?&phg%§:ﬁl
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metaphyslolang, but to the insights, methods, and procedures
of mathematlicians, scientlsts, and men of common sense,

The present work, then, may be sald to operate
on three levels. It ia & study of hunen undersianding., It
unfolds the phllosophlic lmplications of understanding. It i
a campalgn agalnst the flight from understanding. These
three levels are solidaxy. Without the first there wonld be
no vase for the second and no precise neaning for the third,
Without the second the first could not get beyond the~mosh
elementary stetements and there conld be no punch to the
third, Without the third the second would be rerarded as
incredible and the first wosild be neglected.

Probebly I shall be told that I have tried to
operate on too broad e front, But I was led to do so for
two reasong. In constructigéha pggloSOphy one hag to go
the whole way: an effort thet is In princlple incomplete
1s squivalent to a fallure., Moreover, against the Flight
from understending half measures are of no avall, Only a
compreheonsive stratepy can be successful, To dlsregard any
stronghold of the flight From understanding is to leave
intact a base from which a counter-offensive promptly will dbe
launched.

If however these considerailons are granted,
it still will be urged that what I hove attempted could be
executed properly only by the organlzed research of speclallsts

in many dlfferent flelds. Thlsg, of course, I camnot but admit,
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I am far from compstent in most of the many flelds in which
insights occur, and I could not fail to welcome the impressive
aggenbly of tzalent and the comforting allocatlion of funds
assoclated with & resoarch project. But I was not sngaped

in vhat commonly is meant by research, My aim was neither to
advance mathiamatlics nor to contribute to any of the speclallzed
branches of sclence but to seek a common ground on which men
of intelligence mlght meet. It seemed neceasary to aclmowledge
that ey the common ground I envisaged was rather lmpalpable
at a tlme when nelther mathematlclans nor sclontlsts nor men
of common sense were notably articulate on the subject of
lnsights. What had to be undertaken wae a prelimlnzry,
exploralory Journey lnto an unfortunately neglected reglon.
Only aft.er speclallsts In dlfferent {ields had been given the
opportunity to dlscover the exlstence and sipnificance of

thelr insighta, could there aripe the hope that some would

be found to dilscern my intention where my expression was at
fault, to correct ny g/errora vhere ipnorance led me astray,
and wlth the wealth of their knowledge to 11l the dynamic

but formal structures I tirled to erect. Only in the measure

that this hope 1s reallized, wlil there be Ilnitlated the spon-

taneous collaboration that commonly must precede the detalled

plans of an organized lnvestligation.
@h&n&,rem&ina,qg?gwthe/queﬂbioanWhai“Fmaotical

gooth panrgome ofAhte-book? It de-a A4fHcullquastion-te

auatiopy” Until resently 1ihuwetid bave beenrsearded \as-
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There remalns the question, #hat practical
good can‘come of this book? The enswer 1s more forthright
than night be expeected, For insight ile the source not only
of theoretical knowiedge but also of all its practical
applications and, indeed, of all lntelligent activity.
Insight into insight, then, wiil revesl what activity ims
intelligent, and Ingight lato oversiphts will reveal what
activity is wnintelligent., But to be practleal 1s to do the
Intelllgent thing and to be unpractical 1s to.keop blundering
about, It follows that insipght into both insight and overslght
18 the very key to practlcallty.

Thus, ingight into insight brings to 1lght
the cumulative process of progress, For concrete sltuations
glve riée to insights which lasuwe into policles and courmes
of actlon. Aectlon transférma tﬁe exlating sltuetion to glve
rige to further insights, better policles, more effectlive
conrses of action. It folldws that 1f insight occurs, it
keeps recurring; and at each recurfence Itnowledpe develops,
ection increases 1ts ascope, end situvetlons lmprove,

Sﬁnilarly, insipght into oversight reveals
the cumulatlive process of decline. For the {light from
understanding blocks the lusights that concrete situations
demand., There follow unintelligent policies and inept courses
of aetion. The situatlon doteriorates to demand still further
inalphts and, as they are blocked, pollcles become more
unintelligent and actlon more 1nept.‘ What is worse, the

deteribrating sltuation seems to provlide the uncritical,
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biasod mind with factual evidence in which the bias is claimed

to be verified. 8o in ever increasing measure intelligence
comen to be regarded as irrelsvant to practical living.
Humen actlvlity settles down to a decadent rontine, and

initlative becomes the privilege of vlolience.

Unfortunntely, as inslzht and oversight commonly

. are mated, 80 2lco are progreas and decline. We reinforce

our love of truth with a practicality thet 1s equivalent to
an obscurantism., Ve cor-ect 514 evile with a passlon that
nars the new pood. We are not pure. We compromiss. We hope
to muddle through. But the very advence of knowledge brings

& power over nature and over men too vast and terrliying to

 be entrusted to the good intentions of unconsclously blased

minda, We have to l=arn to distingulish sgharply between
progress and Reline decline,iggrgncourage progreas without
putting e promivwm upon decline, lesrn to remove ths tumor
of the fllght ffom underatandlng without destroying the
organs of intellicence,

No problem is et once more delioste and more

profound, more proctlical and porhaps mere pressing. How,

Indeed, is a mind to become consclous of Its own blas when

that bins springs from & commuwl flicht from understanding

“and 18 supported by tue whole texture of a civilization?

How can new strength and vigor be imparted to thn detached
and disinterssted desire to understend withont the reinforce-

ment acting as an added bias? How can hunan iantelligence

“hope to deel with the unintelligible yet objlective situations
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which the .flig‘n-t from underatanding creates and eoxpands and

sugstaing? AL least, we can make a beginning by agking what.

it
precimely ﬂar.‘: }is to understand, what are the dynamlcs of the

é‘/flow of consclousnees that favors insight, what are the
Interfeorences that fuvor overslght, whet, finally, do the
enswers to such questlons lmply for the guldance of humen
thought and ocetlon, ‘

I must ponclude.z Therp will be offered iﬁ

Al
the W Introduction a more exact account of the eblestive

and atructure of this book. Now I have to malke a brief
acknovledgement of my manifold lndebtedness, and naturally
I am led to think in the first placs of the teochers and
writers that hove left tholr mark upon me in the conrse of
the tw-nby~-elipght years that have elapaedlaince;l was intro-
duced to phllosophy. DBut s0 prolongea hag been my ssarch,
8o much of 1t has been a dark struggle with ny oyu.flight
from understanding, s0 many have been the hulfflighta and
detours in ny slow development, that my slncere prat itude
can Tind no brief and exact yet Intelligible expression,

I turn, accordingly, to list more palpable tenefactors:
the staff of L'Immaculée Concenulon in MHontyeal whepe the

paralbl
tntleptriang Jnistorieal investlgatlon (%) was undertaken;

(%} "Phe Ba Concapt of Verpum in tho Writines of St, Thomas

Aguines." Theolocical Studles (Woodstoek, ¥d,) VEI(1946),
349~92; VIII(1947), 35-#9, 4O4-44y %(1949), 53-40, 359-93,
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the staff of the Jesult Seminary in Toronto where Wi this
book was written; the Rev. Eric O'Connor of lLoyola College,
Montreal, who wag ever ready to allow me to draw upon hig
knovwledge of mathemntles and of sclence; the Jev, Joseph
Wulftange, the Rev. Joseph Cleark, tho Rev, lorrls Clarke,
the Rev. Frederlck Crowe, the Rav, Frederleik Copleston,

and Lhe Rev. André Godin who kindly read the tyveseript and
by thelr diversified kuowledge, encouracling rensrks, and
limited crlticlsms permltied me to feel that I ﬁae not
entlrely vrong; the Rev. Frederlck Crove who has undsrtaken

the tedious task of complling an index
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There remains the question, What practleal
good oan.come of this book? The enswer is more forthright
than night be expected. For insight ls the source not only
of theoretlcal knowledge but also of all its practiocal
applications and, Aindeed, of all intelligent activity.
Ingight into insight, then, wiil revesl what activity 1s
intelligent, and insipght into oversights will reveal what
activity is wnintelligent, But to be practical 1ls to do the
Intelligent thing and to be unprectleal 1s to.keop blundexring
about, It follows that insight into both insight and oversight
is the very key to practlcality.

Thua, insipght into inpight brings to llght
the cumulative procese of progress, For concrete sltuatlons
give riase tc innightﬂ which lssue into policles and courses
of actlon. Actlon transfdrms tﬁe exlating sltuation to glve
rise to further insights, better policiles, more effective
conrses of action, It folldws that 1f inelght occurs, it
keeps recurring; and at each recurrence lnowledge develops,
ectlon lncreasea its scope, end situatlons inprove,

Bimilarly, inslght into oversight revenls
the cumulative process of decline. For the flicht from
understending blocks the 1isights that concrete situatlons
demand. There folliow unintelll ent policles and inept courses
of actlon., Tue aittuatlon doteriorates to demand still further
Anslghts and, as they are blocked, pollicies become more
uhintelligent and schtlon more 1nept.‘ What ls worse, the

deteribrating sltuatlion seems o provide the unerltloal,
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blased mind with factual evidence in which ths blas 15 claimed
to be veriflod. So ln ever increacing memsure intellicence
gomes to Lo regarded as lrreievant o practical llving.

Human activity settles dovm to a decadont rontine, snd
inltiative bogomes the privilege of vlolencs.

Unfortunately, as insisht and overslght commonly

. are mated, 8o aleo are progress and decline. We reinforce

our love of truth with e practicality thnt 1s equivalent o
an obscurantisn. Ve correct +1d evils with o passlon that
mars the new zood. We are not pire. We compromise. We hope
to muddle throuwch, But the very advance of knowledge brings

& pownr over nature and over men too vast and texrrilying to

- be entrusted to the pgoed intentlons of unconsclously blased

minds. We heve to learn to distinguish sharply between
progresg and &eline decline,igirgncOnrage progregs without
putting & promium upon decline, learn £o remove tie tumop
of the flight fﬁom undergtanding withonat destroying the
oprgans of lntelllcence,

No problem ls at once more delloste and more
profound, more practlcal and porhaps mere pressing, How,

indeecd, ls a mind to become conselous of its own blas when

that blag springs from a communsl Tlicht from understanding

" and 18 supportod by the whole texture of a civiligzation?

How can new strength and vigor be imported to the detached

and disinteresied desire to undorstand without the relnforce-

- ment acting as an added blas? How can hunan intelll gence

~hope to deal with the unintellipible yot objective situations
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