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process towards a standard of living.
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The fundamental fact is the standard. of living,.

In any given area over any period of time there exisq,s some

standard of living, some quantitative rate at which people

are obtaining food, clothing, shelter and the implements of

amusement, art, education, law, medicine, politics, religion,

research and war. Measurement of this standard' is not possible

immediately, for as yet no yard-stick has been determined. But

even without such a determination, we can and do know that

there is such a thing as a standard of living, that it is

quantitative now standing at a hi ;her level and now at a lower,

and that it is a rate, not "goods and services" but a "flow

of goods and services," not a "so much" but a "so much every

so often."

To effect the standard of living continuous

human effort is required. For between the potentialities

of nature, whether physical, chemical, vegetal, animal or

human, and on the other hand the standard of living, there

is a gap to be bridged. Even South Sea islanders have some

effort to make. Such an effort is termed economic activity.

It may be anything from digging ditches to signing slips

of paper, from tending :Ia.chines to clipping coupons. But

it exists 4nvaPlab always, for the world's work is never

done. Like the standard of living itself, it is not a

" so much" but a "so much every so often." It is an endless

series of repeated routines. It is a flow, not indeed
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