nw

heokuay 945 7 Eailod Io Theology

PPy

Quegtions fox Biscussion / 2 Gobober 1630

's Accotding to Mothod, p 70, by Yits cubodiment in

language, in 2 sot of
edtrventionn} s:rns, masning finds 1t prastest libe
h

azion.” Deas this imply
anprage a2t the helght

PR wabalisie

= o
en inherent hiszerchy im ¢he carviavs of socaing, wit
of embodiwents of neaning?

x
1
¥a - . ba .
Teu't any hiervavchy seally detezmined by context or gituation?

2. In Method's chapter ou ile fwman good, wid in class discussion, it has beer
gtated €hat the inattonbicn, aliuacs o, warzeconableness, and irresponsibility

ef deslirae mey ba veversad by uailgion tn:cugh peli-awnificing love, This aprears

to he a teaaoposition inko CFPECEVG;QIj taves 0: the tire-honnzed mazim gratla

rerficils natham, non tollit - praon p:“nﬂ”t“ rehure witheout taking it sway.

But that is basically o Rouna position, A pood Calvinict wonid countes

[ Pt
finitum non capax Infinlit -~ {he tesporal exder isn’t cepadle of belng Mgrzeodl”

-—4
\.Cf 0L

Wow, the chaptex on the maran goed iz pawi of Hethed's ”Baakg"ouud,“ bafore fhe
functional aspecialties, fmos i

. in Fool, vest am 2 gpecific (Roman Catholle)
uadszatsading of nature and SR O
up bafor° gven resching ths

: L5 s, has a trnoiﬂn=cr1 134itlnn becn talon
theniogicel ﬂ%LBtlDDS; guch ©

decided ome way ox ihe othor?
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terms: subject, soul,
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1. "Meaning finds its greatest liberationv in language
hecause conventional signs admit indefinite permutations
and consejuently 1ndetinirtely diverse carriers of meaning.

The medium of comparison is8 basically material and so is
not strietly hierarchical; compare permutations of letters
with permutations of bodily movements (dancing), postures
(atatuary), colors (painting), forms (architecture), sounds
(mugic), Music 1s the only rival that might be alleged,
but iv lacks precision of denotation,

2, .., appears to be a transposition.,,"

Its source 18 not medieval Latin but chapters seven
(progress and decline) and twenty of Insight,

Against the argument of God's existence is the evil
of this world, Chapter twenty is concerned with a heuristic
structure to determine what would counter the evils of decline,

t,, time-honored maxim, gratia perficit naturam,.."
Distinguish three stages in this matter of the aistinctions
yetween the state in the garden of Eden, fallen man, man redeemed

by christ, and heaven, '
three stages of liberty; cf Lonergan, Grace and freedom, p, 1O
states 1n which human nature existed; ibid., pp. 13, lu,
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accounts of grace based on metaphysical analysis and accounts
based on intentionality analysis, Method, pp. 288ft,

#,., temporal order,, canncot be graced..
The temporal order as socirety, the state, politics, economics,
cannot be graced, airectly, yes, indirectly, distinguish
as human beings, existential subjects, cannot be graced
as operating individually, no,
as operating socially, distinguish,
prior to development ot economlc sc¢lence, no
subseqguent to such development, dlstinguish,
it the churches are incapable o1 such development, concede
it the churches put their minds and resources vo it, no,

ngpecilfic RC theological position taken prior to dialecticr
there are many specitic RC positions on nature and grace

pos .1tilons taken 1n Method are not theological but methocological

vnless notice to the contrary 1s given, eg, the aiscovery 1in
oneseit 0%, 8 horlson that corresponds to the NT command, Repsnt,
phe Kingdom of god 1s at hand, Method, p. 271 cf, 27U, 332 1,
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v,, d1alectic in which,,, specitic theological juestions are
settled,,."

dialectic does not solve theological yuestions but brings
to Li1ght the strength and weaknesses ot workers 1n research,
1n 1nterpretation, in history, and 1n theirr own horizons.

Relation oxr Method to RC and other communions
See pp. X1, xi1i, 430, 270, 284t

3. one turther instance of potential meaning: the identity of
intekligence in act and the understooa 1n act,
Data of themselves are like Aristotle's prime matter; they
are neither substance nor quantity nor quality nor relation
ner action nor passion nor place nor time nor posture nox habit,
To express supposes data, insight, and conception,

4, what has been constituted can act and be acted upon; but
constitutive meaning 1s whav makes & person authentic or unauth-
entic, a state what i1 is to be a state, etc,

Exrfective meaning 18 what wmakes meaning a means 0 an
end distinct from itself.

5, "Subjectn may be taken grammatically (of a verb, a sentence),
psychotogicalily (of 1ts operations), metaphysically (what 1s
subject because completed by something else; Aristotlers
hypokeimenon)

soul (Aristotle) is the rirst act that actuates an organic
body; soul (plato)} 1s in the boay as a sailor 1n a boat,

spirit (in Latin and derived languages) became the term
corresponding to the Hebrew wnephesh,n

Psyche, transiiteration of Greek word for soul, in current

psychology, the carrier of feelings and symbols,

&
0. In Insight, besides the parvicular good the common good

there is the supreme good, (od.

nyaluer came into common use as the name of a supreme good
through the paden Neo-Kantian School; see (Copleston, History
or philesophy, vol, 7, c¢h, LY #); Doubleday edit., 7, 2, 137-4vu,

7. Dilthey'!s aim was %o do for history what Kant had done 1or
physics; le xant had made Newtonian physics the basis Tor new
knowledge oI what knowleage really is; he succeeded inasmuch
as Newtonian physics was a ftairly good specimen of sclentific
thinking; pitthey recognized that modern history was another
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new source ot knowledge on what knowledge is, but he found that
h1s new source was not pure; it was contaminated with 1deas
derived trom the pronch gnlightenment and german Absolute
Idealism,

Method aims at drawing on modern sclence, history, ana phit-
osophy to give a practical account ot what theology as a modern
scilence would be, nModern® in the sense that 1t prorits from
the advances 1n knowledge of Knowledge made by scirentists,
historians, ana philoscphers since the 17th century,

Ivs aim 1s to 1nstall theology in the thira stage of meaning,
ct. Mothod, pp. Yy3-yb.

8. My debt to Newman,

I consider Newman a master of English prose composivion,
an extremely sensitive and solid thinker, a profoundly religious
person,

From Newmants nten thousand dirfticulties ao not make a doubt,n
1 learnt that ditficulties are the great means of claritying
thought and advancing understanding, out doubts are what can
change one trom unauthentic to authentic and vice versa,

I learnt the same lesson and 1its8 coroliary irom hi1s statement:
FLrst Learn o shoot round corners wlth pisvols, and te moor
mighty vessels witvh silken threads, and then you may hope to
convert the hearvs oI men with syllogilsms,

Newman's sense of his limitations he himsel: expressed in
the passage qQuotea Dy Fr Ccrowe on the rront page o1 "The Lonergan
Enterprise." He was a philosopher/theologian as were plato,
Augustine, pascal; he was not a comprehensive technician as were
Aristotle and Aquinas,

Newman (along with my many professors) taught me to trust
my own lntelligence and judgment and enabled me to rind in
pPlato and Augustine and then i1n Aguinas and Aristotle what
1 needed from them,

PS A simpler reference than given in class to:
- Giovanni gala, The A priori 1n guman Knowledge: Kant's
gritique of pure Reason and Lonergan's Insight,

The Thomist, 4u 1970 17y-221
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