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LONBEGAN WORKESHO?
Bogton College

June 20 - 24, 1977 ‘ “‘
Dialogue for Discussion MM‘ / L\’(
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June 24, 1¢7

1f the artist, in reflecting the psychologlecal depthe, gowes beyond those depths, then
what I8 the diastinction between the artistic paiiern of experievca aud the various othex
patterns? What would thia distinction implj( in terps of,._zt critic,}_sn’f Hcrw doag .Liter-
ary criticism nediate lmmediacy? el
VWhat is the comuection batween cognltiwe and affaceive devalcpment?, How do these relate
to one anpther as one moves toward cognlilve, affectlve, wmoyel, and reiigious conver-
sions?® How can education play a mowe pozitive role in this development and in the
possibflity of conversion?

To what extent dees an szstheric aad/or affective undertow svpport £1%elity to the intel-

lzetual pattern of experlence? And to what extent does cognltive development mediate

aesthetic and/or affective conversion?

L L' SYM3 1y

if p..axis g the art of 1lying, a gulde o che creaition of the fururs, is!p ycric con-

version a necesza ary constiiuent of authentie pravis? 7 o~ el - A2 g
wt. WL ’Lwlhvu, \h‘ul\‘-

Pleass commeat on the effects of th2 constraints lnposed by vhe Anerdeon edvr_aﬂoLay:;Lp-u '-

on the posaibility for poychic, intelleciual and moral comyverslont ML LIPSV B

Religious corvevsion 13 God’s gift., In what way are moral eud intellectual converalon
gifta. h..\q_.érn - cn--»am-ll-u..f;

I8 1t sccugste €0 say chat the Enlisghtenment {17th ee tury} eriterion of good theorlzing
{rhat the sclentist or acholar be objective In the sense of Leling an impartial and value-
fren oboevver) s Lo be supplanted by theorizing whose criterlon of cbjectivlty iz the
intellectually, worally, epd religiougly, convezted gedensist or scholartUM Comment ]

1‘0 what exient must 3 person be aperacing iv the third stage of meaning if lie or she is
Lo deselop an adaduate undersisnding of sconemics? psychology? the scclal sclences?

Tu your view, do techuigues of s*aLiduc sl infarxence howe eny slgadficance or efflcacy
3 L3 f¥ S| A - [
for corve Lat!ni, the contents of comaciousness a8 obisctified by anecdozal or verbal
‘?‘

T
reports? If so, under whai conditions? o Uy | " .
Wt Yo = ey prV

Onz of the mosi. Yibeyetiar 4psights which I hal vhile vesding "Insight” was that vwhich
led we oo discovar that gclentists have oxtresclentfflic opinicns; snd thet sume of thessz
opinions swe unt propirly dis cag‘..,e'i Fvom Buoen vhich era (intrad actautlfle: all of wilch
can lead to langily Jourvaeys into tersitories Prom which we ave cventuzlly dnviied to
retraat., I s.,c-.:? ve you use Zalilao’s opinioz oo the nature of science a8 en exawple.
ingofar a3 in "Toiighe," Method,™ ete., you ara laying 2z foundation for gelences  ould

1t bz that your defenee of “free enterprise” io extrpsciestific? And e peiltion which is
covellary to the osplrit of the abovz qnem"im: con you comment on ouy obidgatdon to taie
up vorr yerk oaund '_?_;I_.a_;l“_x_.:f_ig » a5 you say In "Inuighi.” worl to vevevse whatevzr Issuss fiu
inadwertent coucsssions te the counter wonitlens, (f'drescing in your comment the fact
that youy wock is beling taken up by & cotuamieyr of welch some mzibers have had a cheauee to
WOLL *&rtth you closely while olher wenbeys of thwt comtunity gain access to youy work
ghrough your wrivinga and through dialogulng % th those who have worked with you closelvit

defa ™ e

defa L\ Catlbont e + &&Sgﬂ,‘ vt
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If the artist, in refiecting the psychologileal depths, goes bsyond those depths, then
what 1s the distinction between the artistic paitern of experilence and the vaxious other
patterns? What would thia distinction Imply in terms of art criticiem? How does liter-
ary criticiom mediate Imnediacy?

What is the connectlon hetween coguitive and affective develepment? How do these relate
to one another as ome moves toward cognltive, aifective, morel, and religious comver-
slons? How can educatien play a more positive zole in this development and in the
possibility of conversion?

To what extent does an aesthetic and/or affective undertow support fidelity to the intel-

laetuval pattern of experience? And to what extent does cognitive development mediate
aesthetic and/ox affective conversion?

If praxis 19 the art of living, a guide to the creatiom of the futuve, iz psychic con-
veralon a neceszary constltusant of euthentic praxls?

Please comment on the effectis of the comstwaints Impesed by the fwerlcan educatior system
on the possibility for psychic, intellectual and moral ccouversilon?

Rellglous conversion 1s Cod's gift. In what way are moral and intellectual conversion
gifes,

is it accuwate to say that the Emiighteament (17th century} criterion of good theorizing
{that the scimatist or scholar be objective in the sense of heing an impartial and value-
free cbserver) 1z to be supplanted by theorizing whose eritevion of objectivity ls the
intellectually, morally, and religlously, couverted sclentfst or scholar?

To what extent must a yperpon be Luperating in the third stage of 'meaning if he or ghe is
to develop an adeguate underai:aﬁd_ing of seonemics? pz#‘;rchb}pgy? the soclal sciences?

In your viaw, do techuiques of. 3tati='tjca1 inferencae hove ‘_n;.r significance or efficacy
for correlating the contepta of corsciousness &g objectifi ad ‘hy anecdotal or verhal
reports? If mo, under what cendiiions? :

One of the most liberating Lﬁszghts which T had while reading "Insight" was that which
led me to discover that scﬁ:ﬂt*s,ts have extrasclentific opinlons; and thet some of these
opinlons sre wol p:.opmly diaenga[,t..i fron those which ave (iatva) scientific; all of which
con lead to lengthy jowrueys into texzitories from which e ave cveniuslly ‘nvited to
retreat. 1 ualie\re you use Geli 190 8 opluion on the nature of seieace as an example.,
Tngofar as in “Tusighe,™ "‘eL”ho;,,1 ete., Jnu arr: laying a foundatien for gelonze: Zeuld
it be that your defense of "free arzi.erpzi ' g extrascientific? And o petition which 12
orollary to the spivit of the above question: cenm you coment on cur obligation to take
p vouy werk am "ﬁ'::‘.. uily", as you gay in "Insight,” worl: to veverse whatever issues f{rom
inadvertent concessions io the counter peaitlons. (Addrescing in your coment the faet
that yous vork is being taken up by & comming, ity of wileh some wembers have hiad a chenee to
worl w:!.th you clogely while other uembexs of that commu nit}' gain access to your work
through your writings amd through dialeguing wilh those who have worked with you clogely)?




Lonergan Workshop - 1977

Dialogue for Discussion (continued) -2 June 24, 1977
1. To what exvent Jues invesilgatiou of the 'black box" wegulre tha appropriation

12,

13.

14,

15.

16.

of fealingz, and in what meuncr desc succrasful intellectual self-appropriation
transform the task of approprilating one's feelings?

Could you describe the transposition of Voegelin's Plato and Ardstotle to the
efforts of conteuporary thinkeva?

What are the consequences of your generalized empirical mathod aad the tasks

of the third platean for departments of philcsophy in particular and for mmdr oTya

academie discipliren?

PALS
Could you give some indication of the wamner in which your De Deo Trino, Pace
Systematica and your De Constitutione Christl might be tranaformed fnte the
functlonal special?y systemstics?

Would you find in many de-humanizing applications of technique In uwodern
pocieties (e.g., Robert Moses and the Fall of New York on physlical mobility
versus neighborhood cosmunity, and other social planning) consequences of a
massive perceptuaiism and conceptualism in modera cultures?

Could you relate the immer light and the "pull" In history that you spoke of
last night to your discussion of the four graces in De Deo Trino?
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Workshop 1977 Friday 1

1 pistinctions emerge in the measure that consciousness is
differentiated

The artist produces works of art: in drawings, colors, sounds,
statues, architecture, words (epic, lyric, drama)

The dramatic pattern of experience makes the work of art
one's own life-style

The intellectual pattern of experience differentiates .
down the ages from Aristotle's physiologoi to the contemporikary
distinction of mExsEmkxnkxy mathematicians, scientists, students
of hﬁmanities, philosophers, and theologians,

Art criticism thematizes what the artist has achieved
attempted intended

kxtexx Shakespeare presents Othello strangling Desdemona;
literary criticism helps you witness the strangling in 1 all
its horror and background and overtones,

2 Initially cognitive and affective development are undistinguished?
gimultaneocus ongoing '
Western educatlon by its attention to reading writing and
rithmatic and consequent arts and studies brings about a different-

iation of cognitive activities
while by its attention to value-free secular coeducation
leaves affective development to take care of itself
The problem of education is (1) to get the politicians out
of the game (2) to get the merchants of hardware out of the game
(3) to get educationalists out of the game (4) to get administrators
out of the game and (5) to let teachers teach

3 Fidelity to the intellectual pattern of experience is
basically a matter of seeing through the empty headedness of
people who think they know better and tell what you really should
be doing keep telling you
To brush aside their nonsense and stick to onet!s own
thing calls for self-confidence self-reliance conviction
Cognitive development is important inasmuch as it helps
one brush aside the propganda maintained incessantly by the
cognitiviﬂly undeveloped

% Praxis, rather phronesis is the art of living
Psychic conversion is essential in the measure one is
a kook; if one is not, one need not bother about it; if one

is/in doubt, one had best find out




Workshop 1977 Friday 2

5 Cf 2. Add get the newspapers and TV personalities out
of the ganme.

6 Moral and intellectual conversion are consequents of %
religious conversion

Love reveals values generally (moral conversion)

Grasp and appreciation of values generally includes the
grasp and appreication f£of such values as truth (Plato Aristotle)
and understanding (modern science, human studies, philosophy)

7 Read "advancing understanding" rather than "theorizing»
"yalue-free" ig the name of a pretense and a lie
Any serious thinker is engaged in promofting values he
understands appreciates respects, eg serious thought.

8 The third stage of meaning is where we are and where
contemporary problems are

To carry on as though we were living in ancient Athens or
medieval paris is inept and fruitless and misleading

Ancient thought discovered the differentiation of
the true from the good (eg x® Athens as distinct from Israel)

Modern thought discovered the role of understanding
in moving towards the truth,

9 It all depends on the degree of intelligence involved

(1) in devising and (2) in employing the techniques in question
what does count is the intelligence with which hypotheses

concern® ing the correlation are formulated and tested,

10 In ny mind the question basically is resolved by

thinking through the distinction between praxis and technique,
Free enterprise is praxis: it is figuring out what one

thinks can and may and should be done and taking on oneself all

the risks of doing it

Free enterpise is ambiguous, If by free enterprise you mean wha%ﬁ
has been going on for the past twoe hundred years, ] am as much "
HREENEEX R X IR X AR X KA X R X E R R N R R AR R XX R KR X XXX R AKX K RAR X ARY RANT X
opposed to it and as critical of it as anyone,

I1f by free enterprise one means praxis: a maximum use of
everyonets ® intelligence and freedom

If by planning one means a technigque by which some people
decide what other pmu people are to do and whether they are to do
it and what happens to them if they don't

Then one has to choose which one favors and by one's choice
one reveals the kind of person one isxt (science won't help you)

G ﬁ LA
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10  very definitely I should say that the issue of free
enterpise is mMkxwimmmkxifimximixsxtigkamkizt proximately
scientific but ultimately existential

It is proximately scientific inasmuch as one has to
refuse to mean by "free enterprise" what has been going on
in the west for the part two hundred years

one has to mean what is revealed as possible by a
functional analysis in macroecononmics

But the issue is ultimately existential for one has
to choose between praxis and technique

X Planning is & technique by which a few people take
upon themselves the office of deciding what vast numbers
of other people are to do, whether they are to do it, and
what will happen to them if they don't

Free enterprise is set up in which individuals are
free to figure out what can be done, whether they will do
it, xhExhexxkhmy and if they so decide, by that very fact
they take uopn themselves the risks of doing it.

The issue is existential in two manners

It arises inasikuch as it is doubtful whether or not a
people is totally corrupt: if totally corrupt, planning is
inevitable

But it also is existential inasmuch one onet's decision
on the issue tells = something about the kind of person
one is, OQur age is an age of technique. OQur bhehaviorists,
positivists, newsmen, politicians know and think a great
deal of technique and very little of praxis,

153
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11 Obviously one cannot be suffering from anxiety neurosis
and so be incapacitated £xam for serious and prolonged reflection
Successful intellectual self-appropriation transforms the
task of appropriatming one's feelings
(1) in the measure that BDernie Tyrrell’s upper level
therapy facilitates lowerk level therapy
(2) not in the sense that theoretical knowledge of any
king deals directly with lomwer level prohelms

12 Voegelin's Plato and Aristotle is the way people actually
carry on their understanding judging deciding: it is objectified
not as ongoing process but only in its ukltimate decision

It is the kind of account of human knowledge that one
finds in Newman's Grammar of Assent (totally incomprehensible
to Henri Brémond), Polanyi's Personal Knowledge, Gadamer's
Truth and Methods, my Imxxghk account fo common sense insight
and judgment,

13 The consequences very simply is recovery mf from 700
years of mistaken presuppositions,

14, Christology Today: Methodological Reflections in
Le Christ Hier Aujourd'hui Demamin, Presses de 1'Université Laval

15 Certainly. The logical binge cawme out of the Augustinian-
Aristotelian controversy and it has been adn still is going strong,

16 Operative grace is the pull
Unrestricted cooperative grace is transforming love
Four graces a metaphysical conceit:; J ¢ Murray wanted

! - futther development, but by that time I was more involved in
1 o personalist thinking

1

|

3

|

V@




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7

