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The Condltions of Judgment - N 5

Two extremes have been defined, hut between them
man oscillates, He cannot settle in the world-of-sense, for the
pure desire to know i3 as rwch a part of bis spontanelty as any
tishoendaiiverhvra¥igee _uagbiont e’
other drive; avestions arise and man bocomes senczared by his own
intellizence and reasonableness In the lssues of the universe-of-
beéingz. Bubt, no more cah man settle in the universe-of-being;

“for though judmnents remain with us, they remain in'a habitual

background of lmowledme;-at any moment no =ore thlan a singls  judgment
can be made, and/can vileld only some réneral aspect or some minute

. detail 'of & wniverse habltually known to be indefinltely rlch and

complex. As men Is a knovwe?, sv tdo is-he-one that rrogressés

In knowledge, that answers qrestions not to rest in contemplatlon
of the lmown but only to raise further ~uestions and so advance

te a fuller known that, as a whole, 1s not possessed. XKnorimg

is vrocess that rises from expverience through questions to answers

only to revert throngh.further questions to exrerience and begin

once more the ascent. The orientatien that ia gonstituvted oy the

. pure desire to kmow emer-es upon the orisntat “ton of the anlmal-

within-a-world-of- -sense; 1t zdds transforms that initial orientatlon

by heading man towards a universe- 0f~being, but ‘it does not settle

men ;*hin trhe unilverse‘'ns the anlmal 1s set® ;164" In thé w orld of
sense; ofi the’cont Pary %t 1s ani intermittent oseillatary movemert
through which we come to lnow more and move of the.universe~of-being

- 0ok, . indeed, with the possessiveness of full contemplation bub

by the half-prasn that consists in a hubitual cortext of judgmer s.
L. - .
There 1s a further com.~ lexlty. ﬁan*ls ~an actor as

'well as a knower, so that"knoving is but one of his activities.

Besides the true, there iz t"e rocd.: B631des'kn0fing, there ls
conduct, He 13 involved, committed, engaged by'exwm-rience,
Intelligence, reasonableneus. But his ex'®rlence includes desiras

. And thelr satisfactions, His intellirence grasps the sysbematic

harnessing of manifold desires to manifold sat:sfactions by e
comrlex seriss of ordars, domestic, economic. political, and

reultural. As the sotiafsetion of desire is a good, still more s0

la thée achievement of the intellirible order that nakas poasible
and generates and concretely includes an-indefinite serles of
satisfactions, But about such systems men dispute, about the
ordering of sex and love, about the ordering of the economy,
abouﬁ‘the ordering of states, about educs t¢01,/science philesophy,
reliplon, S%atems are NPnlfOld pogaibilities, ' Ruls. them all

out, and man 1s poorer than the most miserable of primitives who
exhibited some’ evidwnee’of . it ellirence, : Accept the very best,

and many deglres rust go unsatisfied for t he swstemican be realiaea
only through reutralnt, only thro:gh making satisfactions conditioned
by H9P£9m3H99 performance, rfor it is that conﬁlflﬁning that. secures
blhe proper performance a2t the proper. t ine qnd place. Man, then,

is involved in the inevitabilit'y of choice,' If he chooses, it will
be Jjust a matbor of fact., What he chooses, will be merely wint

in fact 1s chpsens Bub 4% also is a fact that he is involved,

engaped, corimitted; he cannot anhul desire, thoush he cantJend to
that neretive ideal; he cannot han-sh %he i”telll vence that grasps
practlcal orderg of humen action; lLie cannot Droscribe the manifold
of —ossible systams: lie cannot avozd intermittent moments of
reflectlon in which rational consclousness deals with the realm

of action, emrloys its ca‘egories of praise and blame, delliborates
upon absolute and e lat:ve values, and ends up with a reasonable
or a rationalized choice or znfwsaixta :ghnossy or with a reasonable
or a rationaliced refusal to choose.
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Still, this universe-of-being seems stremze and
unfamiliar, In 211 nrooqoility the resder will ask whether or
not the univerase-of-being is some alry realm of essences or the ,
real world that I see and touch. Clearly, In so far as the real
world means the merely vlsible and palpable,lthere are excluded
the intelliribhle unities systemetic e lations “rasped by’
understanting and, as well the rroundedness that 1s reverse %o
the obverse reasonableness of 1udnment. On the other hand,
lnasmuch as 1t 1s true thnt T am visible and palpaille, the
universe of heing ineludes my visibilitr and rﬂlnabiiity, VY it
‘includag them, pot as merely seen noy as merely touched, but -
also as conceived and, principally becans: they are affi: mad.
Again, visible and ﬂnlU@ble obiacts are withiﬂ snace and time;
, put the uivers being 1is not within srace and times if trere is
1S Lo, then 1t is a belnn and wlthin the universe of being,sif there
'ig time, then it is a being and within the jmiverse of being.
Space a3 fa lins withih ex- eriencefis not —eﬁkbnown° 1t is Imown
only if, as ”ell it is conceived and affirTmed to ,be; and Fhen it
is Im~ n,,not s the/containﬂﬁ of beings, but as’'f deVermima tion

{Wiann thd unlvgrse of belng,

0né ieactes t ‘e contral issus by zoing back %o
the question, Is the universe~of-béing 59 be identifped~with the
real world” #e know very definitely what iy meant’ by ‘the faniverse-
ofabeing. It is whabever is to ne known by intellirent grasp and
reasohable affirmation. Tt is the ohjective of the pure and unres-
tricted desire to know, ' Bubt what: s 1e§nt br the veal world?
What 1s meant by TGQlltyo Is it what exists or what® does not
oxlst? What is meant by the world? Is it averything,” or some
things, or nothing? If the real world ia vhatix is known by
intelligent grasp and reasonable judement, then the real world
is identical with the universecof-heing, If tle.real world is
not what is so known, then it is not icertical with tae sniverse~of-
belng.

For most men, I belinve, the real world is not
idéntlc 1 with™what I have nemed the universe-of “being. UYNor is
it difficult to say what they mean by the real world., HMacbeth
aprealed to the Ms-re and firm-set earth on which I bread.”

.Conceivably the anpeal was directed to a being lmown in'a set

of qffi?mdtionSJsuch 38, Thens\exists an earth, It ls solid, I

am walking on it, I can raly'on Bbe.s Butxin15$11yxubabii%&grkha
ampasiamxv imﬂmxanamnx Conceivably, agein, t e apreal was simply
the emobicnal expressdonof a gingle evliﬂn of qacurity, a feeling
generated apart from asking anj pnswe?inh qpestiqnu, feeling
zenerated in the same manner as in the frilskin# ¢olt %hdt also

. “treads the earth and oxrerlences its reliabillty. But in all

probability Macheth's exclamation uunnqsed bobH ¢ pes of knowing,

~both. the knowing of an inteliizent and’reasonable man, and the

kn wing Of fmh animal. that noibher inquirea nor reflects. In all
probqblllty, 1f Macheth were asked whethé® he were ball-ing about
gome being,'he vo0:1d bave hegn nnzzled; and if he were asked what
he was ballting about, he wonld hava’ s ¢ ﬂedaandgpointad to “he
earth, Whpt'-then, 13 the world of sense? I is the exwm rienced
as BXpri exveriended, It s the e”rerlenped ki from Inguiry
and insight, apart from formulation and refldetion, apart from
grasp of the unconditiontd and judmment,. .. Into, it we are born.
Within it we move about. With it ve are fam{lia®, About it we
can have no doubts, for doubts erise only 1f questions are asked,

and the world of sense is prior to any guestloning, -, |
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