Quostions for Symbol & Auslogy Semlnar, 3/23/76

Whoreas Augustine end Anselm, spealsing out of relatively undifferentiated
avarences, defimed thoclegy as fides quorgny indellectunm, wodorn thoologiens
weke dintinctions and so msy have & difforont formulation of what thooloxy is.
David Sragy, for example, in dsfining hio rovisionist node of {heology, insiats
that the thecloglan gua theologlan need not jim prineinle hold the deoidedly
Christian hslisfa end thoir inplicit cognitive claims in order o do funda-
poptel thoology. He cays that it is necospary end sulficiont that the thgo-
logisn havy an adequate pre-unferatending of the subjisch natier of rolision
and that this pre-understanding is basically preseat to anyone able to ssk
the fundamentel quastions sxticulated in religion end theclogical speech. He
distingaiched faith both from this pre-urderstsnding and frem boliefs and de-
finoss feith as "a basle orieaiation or atiitude which determines one’s cog-
uitive boliefo and ono’s individual othical actions (the faith of secularity).
More oxplicitly faith is that fundamental attitude which affimn the ultimate
signifacance and fiuel worth of cur lives, our thoughts and ections herc and
now in nature and history.”

1. Is belief in Christion doctrinss (vhich theolozians sock to treat
thonatically or concopiinlly) mecessary to this $ask? Is faith
uscessaxy? In other words——gronted, of courso, that Tracy®s thinking
is in procens-<is his present pozition acceptable, thet the theologlan
noed only & pre-undoratanging of the cubject matior of religionm in
order to do fumdamontal theology?

2. Comment on Trasy’s pesition as onu "in pringiple™ 4in viev of the da
Encto situation that one doea mot esem to Tind thesleglane emong thoae
uho are not believers ner nop-believers cuong theologlans.

Fides quaerens intellectum (Aug Ans) presupposes faith;
similarly, functional specialty, systematics, presupyoses
functional specialties, doctrines, foundations, where foundations
includes religious conversion.

Fundamental theology may he iﬂ%oductory theology, which I gould
take as functional specialties, reseamrch, interpretation, history,
fialectics

It presuppposes faith in some practitioners but not in all;
hence possibility of dialectic, hermeneutic of suspicion and of
recovery to separate sheep from goats, wheat from chaff

In gneral, one must always begin with people as they are: Tracy
teaches in non-denominational divinity school; largest single group
of studendts but not majority is RC
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Fundamental Theology
a) A widespread conception up to Vatican II:

Theology analogously a science (strict Post Anal)(analogously:
loosely deductive) (a sucoession of linked topics that gradually
narrowed down the issues)

The existence of God (phileosophy, naturally known)

The duty of worship (ethics, naturally known)

On the true religion

On the dixvine legate {Jesus of Nazareth)

On the true church

On the inspiration of seripture

k) Concilium 6 (vol 7 was in 1965)

Henari Bouillard, 'Human eXxperionce as the Starting-point
of Fundamental Theology,' pp. 79-9L, (grace in all human experience)

Concilium 4 (1969)

Raymond Panikkar, Metamtheology or Diacritical Theology
as Fundamental Theology,' 43-55 Fund theol is investigating
unconscious presuppositions; it comes after the rest of ftheology;
dialogue of mystics to be beyond cultural limitations

Heinrich Fries, "From Apologetics to Fundamental Theology," 57-68
apol hecame justification mm of one's own and rebuttal of other
positions; fund theol 'the tenets of faith must xstrike man in
such a way that he is real in them and finds himself in an
aunthentio encounter

Jan Walgrave OP "The essence of modern fundamental theology,”
pp 81-91. Blondel's rejection of extrinsic apologetics and
demand for method of immanence, from man's lack, concavity, eptiness

Joseph Cahill, "A fundamentaltheology for our time® 93-101
Traces older fundamental theology to John Perrone's works published
1835-42. Question is to enucleate when and where and how and with
what necessity God is operatve in human community today; will
presuppose universalsalvific will; fund theol must work in concert
with other disciplines; fund theol is a by-product of a more
general theological understaniing; a particular use of a more
general habit of theology

Claude Geffré OoP, "Recent developments in Fundamental theology:
An Interpretation," at least pp. 5-2UL. Survaey, general agreement,

comparisons and critiques of particualr views, judicious
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