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In hip dissertation Matthew Lamb fits togethor Dilthoy's

concorn with history, Lonergan's with nethod, and the tpolitiocal

theology! of J,-B, Motz, It is this conjunction, I feel, that
most calls for elucidation, TFor it rests not, as ono might
oxpect, on some gonetic depondenco but on an overarching and
somowhat complox dialectle; and it is this dinlectic that

both constitutes the unity of the ptudy and informs tho interQ

protation of the nuthors under examination,

Now dialecetic denoton both conflict and movement., In thia
capo the rolevant conflict is botwoen the promise of the Enlighten~
ment and its fulfillment, Thore was promisecd thg}iboration of
man undor the rule of omancipated roason. Bui tho inplenentation
of that mile was entruntod to modern science; and modern ecionce
put itg faith far logs in the immanernt roasonablenens of the
hucan sgpirit, far nmore in tho ombodiment of roason in exper-
inental rosultn ond mathometical hard-headedness, So extrinsic
a critorion and so abgtrupo a control, it can be argued, have

done moro Tor tho mochanization than for tho liborstion of

hunan life.

¥

No less than conflict dialectio implies movoment, and
the relevant movoment has boen pupplied by tho ongoing develop-
ment of nmodern gcionce, [Por in the main it was Newton's

achievomont that tho oightecnth-~contury Enlightenment oelebrated -




~ as the insuguration of a new era, bBut later achievements have

kept shifting the meaning and enlarging hhd horizon of scien-
tific endeavor, Evon soiontists have been slow to adapt thoirl
conceptions of science to real advance of their field, oOne

can hardly be gurprised if an even groator inf 18 discerned

in adapting the idoalé and norms of the new era to the ever

changing cmbodimentos of soiontifio reason,

Ono‘ﬂuch chango and enlargenent was seen by Wilhelm
Dilthey in the work of the Gormon Historioal School, For its
tochniquo was not the correlation of moasuremonts, and the
cohorence of 1ts narratives was not gecured by horroving

mathematical synthoses, If Uant's Critinue of Pure Roason

qould sipply tho theorotionl foundotione thed Hono kad

doniod to EFudlidonn geomotry and Nowitonian wmechanices, thore
81111 was needed n supplomentary oritiguoof historicsl rosoons
Whore Kanf had pgrounded an Efﬁléiﬂﬂ of things; Dilthey sought
a Verotehen of conoreté human living, For concreto human
living was the very stuff of history, end with that stuff

one hocanms familiar only through a hoightening of onet's own

conscious feoling, lnowing, doing.

What D¥#lthoy undortook and carried forvard, ho did not

comploto, At the turn of the oentury positivist views were still

- dominant in accounts of historical method, Even Dilihey's

great followoer; Frnst Trooltsch, was unable to brebk with

hiotorical relativiom, Still Dilthey's gquost for fourd-
in

aticns livod o%,ﬁusﬁorl'ﬂ transcondental phenomenclopy,

while Diltheyt!s technique of a Baginnung that interprets
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not Erfahrung so much as Erlebnis continues in the various

Ay ————

fornms of hermenoutic phencmonology,

Moanwhile, howover, the very dotion of modern scionco
wag boing transformod, Tho succoss of Dinctoin'o spocial
theory of rolativity tfanoponod tho invariants of physics
from the Euclidean imago of opace to the realnm of cupiriesl
laws and theoretical principles, The investipgation of tho
subatomic orﬁor led to ultimates that could bo snvisoopgoed
exclusively neithor oo vwave nor as particle. Hoiscnberg's
principle of indoterninacy ren counter to the univeranl
detorminism that had boon vindicoted by Laplace vhon ho

established the poriodicity of the planciary ocystem. The

extonsion of the relevance of otetisticnl thoory from ther-

modynanics to quﬁntum thoory invitod a further oxtension

that introduced ochodules of probabilities to rcplaco Dnrwin's-
chance variations and hio purvival of tho fittost., Pinally,
those revolutions in tho nmatural scienoos found an echo in
robellicns against positivint domination in historical

studies: in Germﬁny thero was Karl Housoi's Krigis deo

Iiptorismus; in France Henri-Irondo Marrou's Do lo con-

nalgsanco historinue; in Gngland R, G. Collinguood's Lﬂgﬁ

of Ilistory; ond evon boforo those three in the United Statos

the penetrating ossays of Carl Becker,

The twontloth-contury dovolopmont of the notidn of

tmodern' pcienco not only has cast & rotrospective light on

- Dilthey's work but also contribuiod to tho ferment that in

Rtoman Catholic cixcles propared tho way for tho second




'1n£oraotion and collaboration,

'that.bnahlod Loml to link Lonergan with Metz, For the latterts
so-called *political® theology is not oo movel as to step
" beyond academic limite, Its specific difference secms to

o “ho twofold, Where other theology tended to center its atten- . i

‘tion on 1o justifying past, political thoology would add '_ :
conoeﬂg with men'o future. Whore other theology in its  5?
"qmedieval‘phune ambidioned tho role of quoen of tho sciences ;;%
" and, more roocontly, has beon contont to streas the signi— -;é?
T:Tfibanqa_qf religion for-mPng inner 1ife, political theology :5§
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Vatican cocuncil, So Lomb finds in Lonorgan an instance in
which an aworcness of contomporary mathomatics and scioenco
loed to @ rovision of traditional interprotations of Aquinac
and oﬁ Ariototlo ond, as woll, broughi to light o gouoralired
suplrical method that covors the learning procesc of coummon
pense, tho provoduxcs of eaplirical scienco, the vays of his-
torical scholarship, and the philosoplhic grounding of the
objoctivity of human knowledge, This grounding is placed

in auvthentic subjoctivity, It challenpes the once soductive

iﬁplemontation of roason through cxperinontal: scionco,

It invites thoughtful men and wouon t¢o tho self-undeorstanding

and solf-appropriation that can follow from a helightened

awarenoss of thoir own powers of attontion, their own intol-

ligeﬁce, tholr own reasonabloneos, thoir own conscientious-
noess, It founds a methodology that not only accounts for
the diverpity of opocislizations but algo giresses tlhie histor-

ioity of .tholr pant dovelopuont and promotes thoir future ' _i

It vas the intrinsically practical aspoot of method

-
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agsuncs an interdisciplimary role and scoks an interdigeiplinary

getting, Indood, its proper Sitz 1m Lobon would be found in

the projooted Intordluciplinary univorsity of pBlelesfeld, and

with that projoot Motz hiwmsolf ioc activoly concorned,

Now with such a viplon tho dinloctic of thoe Enlightennout

~movos t0 now plano. For an interdisoiplinary univorgity carries

L1
on the aspirations for wnity and comprehensivoncos of tho 18th-~

- contury Encyclopédio, At tho same timo the notion of science,

inppirod by Gallloi, Descarteu, Newton, ig sublatod by the ad-

vancos of Einstein, [eioemberg, Darwin. The natural ccioncoes

aro complemcnted by human studios. A fulture-orientoed thoology
adds a oorrective to a utilitorionivn that deniod limits to
utility, and 8o got our aotivities, our policies, our institutions

on the fatal courso of oxponontial growth,

B3t AR R A

I have boen ondeavering to cowmmunicate what I consider

the overarching idoa that inforus Lambt!p dissertation. I now

‘muat add that my effort involved o great simplification, It

wag, I trust, logitimato for me to pimplify the disloctic of

the Enlightonment by taking ng & baso lino the subseguont

unfoldingqfnatural aclence, But Lomb bad to write as a his-

torian, He had to gook biv matoriols first in Dilthoy's own

‘writings, thon in Dilthey's antooedents, later in Dilthey's

intorprotors, In doing so hoe has dioplayoed a groat oxrudition
and, wvhile I om not compotont to judge that display, neithor

am I in o position to quarxel with the Univermsity of Munster

which not only awarded hin his doctorate but alae crowned

~ his efforts with the prizo for the bost dissertation of the year.
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Prosumahly Motz, his Roferont, tound accoptable his account of
Metz!' political thoology, whilo I can tootify that he is fully

conversont with Lonhexgan's writings.

Finally, it is indood truo that he still hao to progreso
in tho ﬁriting of Englioh progo but many, ¥ feel, will put up

with his gonowhat Toutonic oiyle for the sake of drawing on

his loorning and of ontering into his thought,

Bernard Lonorgon

Boston Collogo

Chostnut Hill, MA 02107
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