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There remaing the third phase of empirlcal method,
and its aim lgthe understanding of concrete situatbions. It
might appear to be superfluous. Once one knows all the laws,
one has only to comblne them in proper fashion to reach thre
undsxrstanding of any concrete situation. Now this contention
1s true if 1t merely clalms that knowledge of all the laws
enables one in princlple to understand any concrete situation.
But possibility 1n princlple is ohe thing, and achisvement In
actual fact 18 enobher. To such achlevement there are insuperable
obstacles, snd & consideration of them will revesl the sipgnifli-
carice and necesaity of the ti.lrd phase.

Filprst, one cannot combhine the laws relewvant to a
glven situation without exact knowrledre of the situatlon. But
one cgnnolb transfer concrete sltuations into a laboratory
and set about the relevant measuremetns and determinations
that there are possible., Concreta situatlons remaln where they
are,

Secondly, even with ideal laboratory condltions one
deals not with comerete bubt with typlcal situations. One meesures,
but one cdoes it over and over, and the final result 1s correct
up to a limlted number of decimals and it 1s reached by selecting
the probable mean of the actual mesburemsnts, One eXxperiments,
and the expevriment ylelds 1ts results; one dees it anain,
and the results are the same, aprroximately. One experiments
under confrolled cond it lons, but the control 1s the frult of
knowledge and skill, and knowledze and saklll are wariables
subject to some tests that, however, are not exhaustive.

One exrerlmmnts, and the results have to be interprefed; but

the interpretatlon is not 1 terms of the precise matorials

and instruments used; it is in terms of themretically specified
meterials and Ldeally, even skhematically, constructed Instrumen:ts.

Thirdly, let us waive @ll thls, and suppose that the
c-nerete situatlion is fully deferminate for us, Still the
understanding of the situation is & matter of »edbimg/it bY
the proper combination of laws to other situatlons., But the
other situatlions are plairly indoterminutef thhrouzh ed jacent
sitnations they extend throush the whole of space; through
pricr situations they reach hackward indefinitely in time;
throudh future situat lons they extend indefin.tely into the
future. No doubkb, all these other situations could be determined
exactly, If a glven situatlion were fully deternin«te/and we
knew all the laws., But how are we to detovmimake determine
whether or not we know all the laws, in partilcular, the laws
relevant to relasted situations? Ave we to rresume that the
laws between concrete :situatlions are just combinstions of
laws determined by conslderingx specific chanme as specific?
Are there not laws peculiar to the concrete and averlooked as

long as investigation concentrates on the laws of specifliec
chan;e?
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