January 2, 1967

Very Reverend Father General, P. C.,

I have received your letter, dated December 14, 1966,
and eccasioned by a radlio interview given by Fr van Killedonk,

I do not think there should be any queetion of changing
tradltional formulae consegrated by scriptural, credal, con-
clliar, and liturgical usage.

i do not think that any addlition to tradltional foraulsae,
such as 'Jesus sine semine viri conceptus,' should be attempted
prior to thorough study of the matter.

The necesalty of such study 1s that contemporary hermen=
eutics are far more difficult, coaplex, and erudlte than is
commonly understood. Lepth psycholosy, cultural anthropology,
history of religions, phillosophles of symbollsm coambine to
emphasize and multlply the mwed wany modes and levels of human
apprehension. Cathollesn hqve no difflculty 1n accepting
gecularists' acconnts of man's symbolic and mythopoelc activity
in non-Christian religlions, In the pust they rejected the
anthropomorpalema of the blble and the creedes God the Father
has no right hand. They worked out a systeopatle theology that
balanced imaginatlve descriptions by theoretic expianationsi
the heavenly bannuet hall by the b etific vielon, and the

'poena sensue' by the'poena damni.' A much more general and
complicated problem seems now to be 1lmcosed upon them.

Thls problem begins with Adam and Eve in the garden and
coneerns every instance that spenks to the human imapginatlion
oy and the huaan heart right up to the return of the “on of Hdan
l : . on the clouds of heaven. In each ci:se tiere recurs the cuestlon,
| 'wie as elrentllich geschiehen.' To t 18 recurrent nnestion we
| haive some partiel answers. But we are extremely weak on basic
methods and comprehensive princlples, and aoc we tend to be
; knocked off balance ap the same problem recurs now in this form
. : and now in that.

?HPBUG the matter further wonld be to attempt an L
unwanted theologinche Abhandlung.' If enough has besn eald [
to indicate clearly the dlrectisn of my posltlon, I beg to

extend to Your Paternity my b:st wlshes for the comlng year,

Moet respectfully yours 1in onr Lord,

Bernard lonergan, S. J.
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