Self-appropriation LA 2

i T The talk last night was an invitation to discover, advert
to, atiend to, one's own intelligence

Invitation: one cenrot be forced o discover, to urderstand

one's own: not a univeisal proposition, all men are intellige
not a comparison with aninals, are ciimpanzees irt
Just a priveate Tact

inteli"igence: 1in 1vs impedlacy, 1lis glvenness
not in 1%s exterral nmanifectatlions whence deduc
not by anslogy from sense

2 Quir purpose thig evening is .epeat tue sam- operation but
on a hroader front, with a fuller objective

what we wish to dlsocver attend %o is oursclves, each for
lilmgelf :

3 First ocuestion 1s what do we do wlhen we discover oubselves
Arnswer depends on wlat one tulnks kiowing is

If krowing is lo . king, then discovering oneself is taking
a good lovk at oneself, see wihat's tle.e to be secn, ai do not
project into what's there woat is not Sthere.

But one may pe:iiaps not agree that krowing is lookirg;
one may -iwld twalbt numan k:owing is composite
Just as prime gmtier 1s rot a thing, material subsiansial form
is not a tulnk, the act of existence ls rot & thing, but all hree
Togetlier corstitute the material tuing
80 algo one may rancy ti-t excerlence is not kuman krowling,
understanding lsnoc human krowing, Judging is rot humen krowing,
| but orly tie combiratior of all three with respect to a sirgle
object constisuces huren lrowing

Seelng, without a glimwer of unde:standing, may be perfect
Jwﬂ? as ocular vision; but it is not Luman krowing but stupid gaping

| ] Uri erstanding withoub judgement may be brilliant, but it

| o is just a matter of bright ideas: so distingulsh fact and fietion,

E reality and appearance, certitude ard rrobability, nyth and philos ,
j astroiogy and astronony, alchemny and chemistry, one i 8 to judge

|

! Judgemnent without understanding is not human knowing bust
g human ar:ogance; and Judging witlout any experience is not hunan
s ! krowing but digregerd of fact,

Kow 1i' one thinks of iuman krowbng as a compound, as a
: structure, as a whole whoee parte are functionally related to
\h‘/ ane another,
then self-discovery has to he a reduplication of the

6 bructure :

It 18 notv Just looking at the looker

1% 1s &xperiencing understanding and af irming with res:-ect
To the one tuat 1s experlienceéng understanding and affirmang

Last nlent; exoe ie eliry understandlirg and sirirmirg insight
fonight: eaperierciry urverssarcirg alrlivAng 1 exper 2 ing 3 affirm

s )
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b What is to exper eice oneself?

Urdl) arlly ohe thilnke of experiencing wijects: the hot & cold

uard and soft, rough and smooth, wet and dry, white and black, green
blue and red, loud and low, sw et and bitter and scur

but to expe.lence oneselfl ig to experience rot any object
but the subject

presenee: atatue 1ir courtyeard
apeciacle to specsator
apectator present to himselfl
inless present 10 Limself, not. lng present to hi
precsent to wimsell not by slipping into parade
but ir ax different dimension of presence
without any distraction xaxakjieeX Trom object
ne's all there, tovally intent on object
but someone present vo hinsell is 1rfent

- not introspection but :iie pogslib’lity of introspection
presence o self corstitutive of sublect

i1y csrosgpection nresupnoses tlat presence ard adverts to it

uat 18 jregent 1= not aubstance but subject

I an a subscance wheiher awake or asleep, corscious or unco

to be a subjeet I must at least be dreaning

hen unconselous, actually a substance, potentlally a subject
cungcious, aciuaily substaleé wlu oubject
only as subject, do I do a ything properly human,
: gave ur damn ny soul

5 Experieneing oneself 1s not undifferentlated, homogeneous

self as dreaver,
as awake
as intel igent
a8 reasonable
ag free and rsspwnsible

6 Inevitabilities of tie subjeect

not a set of necessary propousitiors: cortrary lneonceilva

but becoming maware of tle way I nLappen to be

not the exlsting of a sione
ut the luminous existing of enp int rat resp cons subje

not this lumlnous exlsting as objeet of irtro irs aff talk

but biiis luminous existing as prior to & irdepden of "V

I must have some sleep; I may wani to sleep 8 9 10 hrs a day;
but I do not want ¢ : sleep all the tine
et l€ast I want to wake up and eat

when I am awake, I carnrot avoild empirical cornscluusress
sers ble Jbxets coretartly imbinge upon nme; and tueir
greseree s corpelative o ny présoenee 50 nyuell
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when I experience and am empirically conscious, I want to
understencisg; I am not too bright, but I am rot utterly

stupid
- Af I play the block-ihead, at laast I want to do 1t intelll
-~ I canrot rerounce my inte igence -- I can mirimize 1%,

I can deprecate 1itv, I can 1nsist tis tiepre are many otuer
Lullgs 1 iue WOLld Mot lmpoeriaie suan invelligence,

but in say ng so I do not nean toat I am being stupid but
tu&t I am beirng irtelligent in saying so

wiien I experience and unde:stand, I wani to be reasonable
-3 theatre: suspension of disbelief
- nythic congelousness: expeirlences and urderstfanda and
s exalted or ter ifled - siifte easlly from one 0% other
- I do prot want to be a nut
I am be nature, by spirit, reclonal
I dietirguish and 1nsist on distirguishing
v.at can be, what may te, what must be, what in faet 1s so
possible, more or less probable, ce:fain
my re.lonalisy dewands evide ce before I judge
derands Jjudgerert when I nsve sufficient evidence

when I judge, I determine not only what is true and false but
algo what 1s right and wrong, good and evil
- I ean ehoose what is good and right, I ean also ehoose
what 18 evll and wrong - I am free
—~ but my freedom is also my respunsibility
- hor 1s my responsibility limlited to objeets of eholese
I also am responsible for what I make of myself by my eholees

besldes my opaque gelf that is substance
f:.ere is my luminous self that is conscious
congcious empirically intellligently rationally responsibly
but that 1s Jjust the way I happen to be, the way I am buillt,
the way I cannot help being
the re also is the self that one makes of oneself
1t may be authentic, genuine or unauthentlie, not genuine
ohild - let me do it
growing up - more and more doing for oneself, deciding
for oneself - finding out for oneself
crisls * finding out fo. oneself tnat one has to decide for
oneself what one 18 to do with oneself
the drifter has not found himself - he has no deed that is
his own, no decision that is his own, no discovery tib is
hls own
he does what others do, says what they say, decides what
the dscide, tihinks what they think ~. and so do they
ad 1f one 1s not a drifter, 1f one has bec .me genulnely
ongelf , still that achlevement 1s precarious
- today's resolutions do not predetermine the free choices
of tomorrow, of next{ week - month - year - ten yeams from now
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7 I have been speaking about experiencing oneself, but
Amperceptibly the question has moved on to understanding
onself

~ Iam, I caniot avold being, an empirlecally intelligently
rationally responlibly conscious subjech
-~ but is that right? might 1t not Jjust be an insight
to be complemented qualified corrected by further inslights
- certainly it is not all that each of us can and does know
about himself ~ I have been revealing no secrets, none
of my own - none of ymrs
- there is then room, plenty of room,for fuller knowledge
of oneself
but the important question 1s whether it will be merely
fuller knowledge or else it will involve a radical
revision of the account that we mve given
1s 1t possible by revision to arrive X at oneself as
not an empirically intel:igently rationally conscious subject
- %o this I think the answer must .e, No
for & possible revision will appeal to more fuller different
data
the fuller data will ground a difrerent understanding
tie correctness of the different understanding will yleld a
different Judgement

but to have fuller dataon oneself supposes emplrically cons s

to have a diffrent understanding of oneslf supposes intell ¢ 8 )

to make a different judgement about oneself supposes r ¢ 8

the process of revising demands ¢ 1 r ¢ s

hence the ¢ L r ¢ a cannot be eliminated by resxviaing

we are not talking sbout a hypotheses regarding he subject

vwe are talkingebout the being of the subject - a luminoue
being ti# is pregsent to itself e 1 r resp

8 Now listening to me is not self-appropriation
one has to £ind out fo1r- oneslef in oneself
unless one doss that, kne will not get beyond talking
abowt what Lonergan happens to think
one has to find out for oneself to stand on one's own
Teet
all I can do for you is make the gestures and sound
the words that indicate and lnvite
But you may ask, what is tlx good of it, why siwuld I go
g0 to the trouble of findl g outfor my self
The q.estlion is legitimate and tue anawer lg that the
gelf-appropriation of the ¢ 1 r r ¢ 8 provides a &
Foundation for human knowing and all human living L“*;éi
T R i Y Y A N L LY
We have been speaking about the subject, but the subject
is always a pole opposite another pole, the object
to know the subject as empirically intell:!. ently rationally e
in all uis human knowing
i8 t0 know the law and structure of the propostionate object
of human knowing
corresponding to the ¢ 1 r ¢ & there is the compounded
object made up of the experienced, tie understood, the
affirmed a
quidditas sive nature in materla corporali exsistens I 84 7
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