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intellect grasping intelligibility in representative sensible
images. In other words, basically 1t is the Intuitively
possible that ls certainly posslbie.

But while I say "basically," I do not m say "exclusively."
There exist techniques of reduction, and thelr significance
lies, I belleve, not in establishing intelligibility but
in establishing the certitude of Intelligibility. When one
defines the nature and deduces the properties of a certaln
type of non-Euclidean plane surface, one 1ls understanding,
for understanding ls precisely sugh a grasp of nature and‘
consequent properties, St11ll huaman understanding is subjledt
to materlal errors and to formsl developments: the systematle
account of the non-Euelidean plane surface may be only apparently
systematic; it may stand upon confusionsg; even If there are
no materlal sldps, it may happen that a fuller understanding,
a higher view-point, will qualify what now ls agsserted absolutely.
The technique of reduction removes such doubts; it shows that
there can be no more reason to doubt the consistency or coherénce
of the non-Euclidean definitions emd theorems than there is

to doubt the corresponding Euclidsan il definitions and theorenms

.
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