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but ‘religion must adapt to times

PITTSBURGH (NC) — Fa-
ther Bernard lLonergan, 8. J.,
of Regizs College, Ontario
sounded the theme that reli-
gion must adapt to the times
while steering ciear of “trash”
in contemporary thinking,

The theologian and author,
spoke to some 300 persons at
a symposium on ‘““The Nature
of Belief” sponsored by the
American Graduale and Pro-
fessional Commission, which is
the North American affiliate
of Pax Romana, inlernational
Catholic students’ and inliellee-
tuais' organization. Bishep
John J. Wright of Pitisburgh
is the episcopal adviser.

Father Lonecrgan shared the
platform here wilh Father Mar-
tin D'Arcy, 8. J., philosopher
and author; and Brother Anio-
ninus, . P, of the Nominican
priory in Kentfield, Calif., au-
thor of several volumes of poe-
try.

Father Lonergan said that
in times of great social and cul.
tural change, "heliefs {oo are
changing and, because they are
only heliefs, because they are
not personally acquired know-

ledge, such change leaves he-
lievers at a loss,

“They are disoriented, They
do not know which wav to turn.
They feel that all they have
taken for granted is menaced,
They may he tempted to unbe-
lief as a Tlikeration or, agaln,
they may dread it as destrue
tive of truly human living,” he
said,

Father Lonenrman sald this
Is a time of great socinl and
cultural change, apd that “this
Is belng experienced more par-
ticularly by Catholies.”

Faith In God

Speaking on (he stabllity of
classicist oulture, e said, only
recently has Catholie tradition
acknowledsed (hat "the world
of the clussicist no Ionger
exisls and that the only world
in which it can function is the
modern  warld," Ile sajd  that
religious fith goes heyond hu-
man beliel. “But faith is not
in man’s word but in Gog,”

Father Lonergan stressed
that “religion is one thing, and
theolagy anather,

“Maost saints were nol Lheglo.
gians, and most theologians

|

were not saints, Theology
stands tn religion as ecenomics
dnes to husiness” he declared.

He said today's social and
cultural changes call for ad-
justment and adaptation in
theology and: religion.

Stressing that modern cub

ture is on the move he said,
“Modern - man Is aware that
men collectively are responsi-
ble for the world in which ihey
lead them,* while the classicist
was awate “4hat men indivk
dually ere responsible for the
lives they lead.” '
" Father Lonergan said Cathe
lies are suffering more keenly
from the eonfusion of change
because “up to Vatican 1I they
were sheltered against the me-
dern world and since Vatican
Il they have been expostd
more and more to 1he chill
winds of modernity.”

“Rut adjustment and adapta
tion are in forms and struc
tures much more than in cov
tent, Theclogy has to oper ate
within a different context; it
will have to operale different:
ly; but it will not therefore be
a different theology,” It

stafed.

“As medieval theology dif-
fered from the theoclogy of the
patristic peried, as renaissance
theology differed from both
patristic and medieval, so mo-
dern theology will differ from
its predecessors as much but
perhaps“no more than they did
from theirs.”

Working Together

He described today's chal
lenge as & call for a collective
effort.

“It is not the individual hut
the group that transiorms the
culture. The group does so hy
lils concern for excellence, by
its ability te wait and let issues
mature, by its persevering ef-
fords to undersiand, by its dis-
cernment for what is al once
simple and profound, by its de-
mand for the first.-rate and its
horror of mere desiruclive-
ness,” he said.

Brother Anfoninus said lo-
day's Catholics may nol be
able to rlsk their lives in the
manner of the mariyrs, “bul we

can risk our immortal soul,
which is a way we lest our
faith.”

" sald,

He said today’s world iz one !
of “hard” knowledge, factualy
and seientific. He sald there i
a need for the “soft” knowled.
ge of symbolism hecause *you -
ean’t understand religlon withe
out symbols,"

A symbal, he said, Is & mys- Ny g L

tery, “Just as faith is"
“We sin symbolically,”
“We test our
through our sins.” Y
He added: “A poet is com)
pelled {o follow his symbele. {.
and they take him where Iil [ '
is supposed to he” o K
The program included com
ments by a panel chaired _by,
Philip Des Marais of the U. 8.
Department of Health, Edul:'li-"_:_: X
lion and Welfare, Washingtom. '}
Panet members were Dr.

he!
fal‘h

James Kritzeck of the Institute 33
for Advanced Religious Studies j

the University of \olrs_ :
Damne; Mother M. Thomas §.
Aquinas, mother general of
the Sisters of Mercy in Pitls .
burgh; Dr. Jesse A. Mann, phi-
losophy professor at George~
fown University, and A. E.
Wall, editor of the Catholit R
wew. Baltlmore
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