I, T the undersioned pr':st zubscribe to the
follow1ng statement circulated by i co-ovid.nationg committee of
the Western Conference for Priests in Septcmuer,lSBB. The result
of this consultation among priests o wWestern Canada is to be pre-
sented to the Canadian Catholic Conivrence sitting in General
Assembly, in Winnipeg, September .3 - 27th, 1468,

STATEMENT :

On Pastoral implications of Humanae V:itac,

1) Sharing with our Bishops a common pastoral concern for the faith-
ful in Canada, we urge the Bishcps tc prepare, as soon as possible,

a pastoral statement on the encycliozl "Humanae Vitae”, This state-
ment is needed to give genuine practical assistance to pastors and
confessors in the minictry of preacring, private counseling, and
sacramental penance. Through this raniztry the faithful in turn will
be helped to come to a workable scol.tlon, specifically, of the moral.
guestion regarding family reaulatlcn nethods.

 We ancept ‘and welcome the positive moral and pastoral values
by the encyclical. However, the question of family rege
yaises a special {if rot pr*mary) problem. We know . .
faithiful and many priests, in Western Canada as
4orn in anguish beitwcen two demandsof their Cathnllq
‘a due faithfulness to rhe magisterium of the Holy
'he fundamental duty tc follow the dictate of one’s own.
dently formed. We urve, therefore, .that a forthcoming -
¢ Canadian Blbhops address this particular problem. .
‘shouldiinclude an uncquivocal explanation of the
wdent dissent, both internal.and practical, an the
tholic faithful, We say this because we are CONY
one ecclesial value is at stake here,e.g. God-give
- tht'ghﬁfﬂhTMtxnaszaﬁde.Qf.GDnSClance+thn§ﬁchiﬂ thg
cﬂnfessional a climate of mutual irust in the Church, unity in the
Church, saeredness of marriage and family life, etc. -All these
values must be preserved and foster=d in a +rue Catholic balance.,

3} Finally, we urge that this st.itement of the Bishops stress the -
-neceasity of Catholic peoples to develop the capacity to make mature,
personal moral decisions assisted always by the teachlng ministry of .
bishops and pxlcaLa

(Signed)
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