REGIS COLLEGE

3425 BAYVIEW AVE., WILLOWDALE, ONT., CTANADA

Septenber 6 1968

Dear Father,

In answer to your re-uest I would note that traditional
Cathollic dootrine on the sexusl act followed rigorously from
the posltlon adopted by Aristotle 1n his De generatione animalium.
That posltlon was that taoe geed of the male was an lnatrumenta
cauge that changed the matter supplled by the female into a
gentlent belng. As was argued from the lustance of wind-eggs,
the femnls by herselfl got no further than a nutritive principle.
The efficlent causallty of the male was needed to produce the
senailtive princlple or soul. On that basis 1t was clear that
every act of insemlinatlon was of 1teelf procreative and that
any positlve Interference wae an act of obstricting Lhe seed
in its exercise of 1ts efficlent causality.

Two factors, however, hive comblned to bring abont a
nytable change 1n the views of Catholi¢ tneolsglana on this ¢
matter. The first, of course, 18 the § fact that the Aristotlian
position 1a erronecus. Inseminatlon and conception are known
now to be gulte diestinct. The act of inseminsting 1s not an
act of procreating in the sense that of itself, per se, it
leads to conception. itha relation of insemin-tion to conceirtion
is Just stntistlieal and, far more frecaently than not, inseamination
does not lead to c:neceptlon.

S0 there arises the nnestion whether this statlaticel
relatlonshlp of inseminatlon to conceptlion ls saerosanct and
invioclable. Is 1t such that no matter what the clrcumstances,
the motives, the needs, any deliberate modificotlon of the
atntistlenl relmationship must always be prohlbited? If one
answera afflrmatively, he la condemning the rhythm method.

If regatively, he permlte co.traceptives in some cases.

Like the dlaphram and t e plll, the menstrual chart and the
thermometer 4 rectly intend t0 modify the statistlical relationship
nature places hetween inaemiqiﬁtion and conceptlion,
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Besldes erroneoue Aristotellian blology there has been
snother factor leadlng to the change in Catholic theological
opinion. It 1s that sexunal interconree between man and wife
both expresses and fosters thelr mutual love. Thils is fully
acknowledged 1ln Vatican II and aleo in Humanse vitae. Aristotle
treated not marltal laotercourse bt generatlion as ¢ommon to

all animals., His oversight hne been cor ected by contemporary
phenomenology- inqulry.

While the Encyclical acknowledges the "unitive sense"
of marital 1ntercourse, 1t, claims that inseparable from 1t
there 1s & "procreative sense." This would be easy enough to
understand if one Bt1ll clung to Aristotle's blology. But
on contes.orary blology, 1f 1nsemination may be sald to be
inreparable from normal intercourse, conception cannot be said
to be luseparable from insenlnatlion. The dlacharge of two
million spermatozoa into the vaglna does not mean or intend
two million bablies., Most of the time 1t does not mean or lntend
any bables at all. The relationship of insemlnatlion to conception
ls not the relation of a per se cause to a per se effect.
It 1s a statlastical relatlonsiip relating a sufficlently long
and random ® eerles of lnseminations wilth some conceitions.

In my oginion guch dywies oplnions as are expressed in
phrases like actue per se aptos ad generandum” and "process
open to conception" are transitional. They reformulate the
Arlstotelian poslition and the resultant Catholic traditlon :
& durlng the lnterval between the discovery that Arlatellan ot
blology is mlstaken and the discovery that anrital {ntercourse N
of itself, per se, 18 an ex;resslon and sust«iner of love
with only & etatlistical relﬂthﬁnsnip to conceptlion.

I heve concentrated on whnt I consider the maln lssue.
Much sesms dellberQLely done to obscure 1t. The lssne is not
wnether or not people bave to heve ressons for acceptling the Pope's
decisl m. <Lhe 1ssue 1s that, when there 1s no vallid reason
whatever for a precept, that precept ia not of naturnl law.
Agaln, re dissent, Vatlcan II refused to oblige thecloglans to
gilence after the Pope determlned controverted issues, See
Orsy, America August 17 1968 p. 99, central column, top.

Fr. S.eridan has permltted me to xerox three papers of
hla own in this connectl n. They state more fully what I have
Andlcated, add references from wnlch I have abstalned, and deal
with further matters. He will be a perltus at Win.lpeg, and I
am sure yo u will trent these ontlines with tne same discretlon
and respect for property as this latter.

With every good wish, ) 11 k&\_(ﬁ\¢,-
B, Lonergsan
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