5. Underatanding of the developmente and aberrations of the
past as a basls for coping with the pregent and tn%“fqapre
o4

What 18 theology? | September 16 1969

1. What 1s meant by asking what thls or that 1s?
a One may be asking for the name

b One may be asking for lts classification, definition by
“genus and specific difference

4] One may be asklung for an explanation. For Aristotle

“What is an ecllipse? 1s equivalnt to Why 1s the moon being
darksned 1ln thls manner.

da Third meaning, Why 4o theologlans think talk act in the
“fashlon they do

2. Now there may be Platonlsts among you that assume
the answer will be the expresalon of some eternal and
Immutable 1dea

Do not expect such an answer from me. Everything
human 1s algo historical. dtmievaimpavovervhineao

Apart from certaln invarlants, what 1s human develops
over tims.

Hence the answer to the questlon, What 1s theology,
will have to he & serles of answers.

3. Now a &= series of anawers will form a seriles only if

provided with an overall context or frame work.

My framework wlll be from the German soclologlst, Georg
Simmel, who colned the phrase, Dle Wendung zur Idee, the
turn to reflectlon,

The meanlng of the phrase is that every human movement
artistic lliterary soclal politlcal cultural religlous
comes to the polnt where 1t has to reflect, to ask itself
about 1ts real % alms, the means 1t employs, to dlstinguish
1tself from other movements, to correct aberrations, to
prevent lteelf beling captured by other somewhat aimllar movements

Further, the larger the movement becomes,xxd the further
it spreads, the longer it lasts, the greater the necesslty
for that pause for reflection

In ite general sense a theology is the turn to reflection
in a religious movement -- a Chrlstian theology -~ a Catholic...

4, Such reflection may be incidental, part and parcel
of rellgious living, organlizing, preaching and teaching

Agaln, such reflection ma be Qﬁgﬁpized institutionallzed,
cBllaborative, methodical. ToyNASE_w . early

When one speaks of bibllcal, patristic,, conclllar theology,
one 1is speaklng of incldental reflection ﬁ

When sne speaks of late Byzantine (Damascene, De flde orthodax#
medleval, later theology, one speaks of theology in the second
sense of rellectlion
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