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by gomethlng of the good that 1s deslired. In like manner any

J “"“ond towards which it tends. By the potential pood Ls meant

vy of what 1t 1s, but only because of what

~» o ~be fulfilled. But in more advanced cultures men make 4t their
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The Notion of the Good o 2

2)  Pojential, Formal, and Actual Good.

iy Led yh o K§thel thpee'levels in -our knowingﬁgnepn@ the
distinctionbetween objedbs of desire, ends, andfvalués, so also
they.serve to reveal three dimensions in the objective field

of ﬁe FOOd- + [J

First, then, to desire the good is alresady

.. sporntanelty or impulse or potency is already something of the

L that. 1nceptiobtpf thep vod that s tolaf acknowledpged in
desires, spontanelties, impulses, drives, tendencies, potencies.
¥
Still to begln is ngt to attain, and the potential
ood 1is only a bepginnlng. It isijspid tom be' zood, not because
ﬁ r'ie*k&ﬂpossible.
Moreover, between possibility ang ttainment there 1s the hurdle
of fulfilled conditions. Desireihfd spoplaneld be?Kme attainment
only if certaln concrete conditions are fulfillgé fgain, such
fulfilpme E,consists in previpus attatnments, and ss 1t occurs
only ff sE1IT edvller condttions are fulfilled. o
The solutlon to, this problem l1s reached by its
PO ition to a higher level. Thus/, 41l fen.desire food,
clo h*ng, ‘and shegterp Y. In primitive fault- gathering cultures
such desires are met by dach individud) ta¥ife what he can get
froﬂ'tﬁe botintgy-af nature.‘ In such-situations the condltlons
of batisfaction of dbsires are fulfilled when they happen to

businesd’ to 'see 'thit™therconditions will be fulfilled.’ They
fest ety i drvisioroideber—and-a—rnocnsadfren ..

discover more roundabout procedures for satlsfyiwg desiree
and Institute adgamslon of \labor and a process of exchange.
The economlc order la dissewored realized, and when 1t works,
1t harnesses depiras to fhelr own satisfaction in on a scale
thatmx otherwise would not be imasined.

' ' More ‘menerally, there are schemes of comtinuous

or recurrent change, They may be very simple and so enounced
in a c¢lircle of hypothetical propositions. They may be extremely
complex and consist in enormeously intricate but, in the mailn,
self-adjusting qquilibria. But their key feature Is,.always the
same: the fulfilment ,of conditlons turns back upon 1itself %o

>, (hered th91Hﬁltial{fulfiluent{end 30 :tps secure,¥ha other things

- Being equa& the perpetuity of the procese. “

Now just as desire o'y’ Spdhtaneity 13 named a
potential good becanse 1t makes att inment possible, g0 the
scheme of recyrrent changs will be named a'lfdrmal cood because

v 1t makes attainment regular and, Hg a greater or less extent,
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