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be as many dlstinct and irreconcilable sets of premisses as

there are to be not only dlffering rellglone but even differing

theologles.,

2. Interpretation

1ntérpretation,

Whlle there are broader uses of the word, I shall b

be concerned with ascertalning the meaning of religlous and

theologlcal texts.
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It may be felt that the area of research should be defined

more closely, that something should be said of revelatlon,
falth, traditlon, inspiration, sacred books, the true church,
1ts teaching offlce, heresy. I am, however, of a countrary
opinion. % The toples llated pertaln, not to reseach, but to
foundatlons, doctrines, systematics, communications. To want
to have them all settled before one begins one's research 1s

to fall to understand what ls meant by theology and what 1s
meant by method.

2. Interpretatlion

Hermeneutlcs and exegesls are concerned with the meaning
of texts. Hermeneutlce 1s concerned with general gd principles,
exegesla wlth thelr application to particular cases.

In general, the more & text 1s systematic in conception
and executlon, the less does 1t stand in need of Antetpretajiow
any exegesls. Huclld's Elements were written almost twenty~three
centurles ago. One héa to labor to come to understand them.
One's labor 1s greatly decreased by a competent teacher. But
there are no disputes abont what “uclid meant, and there exists

no exegetleal literature on his writings.

5 ho—other-—handt,—tnas 3 L oroduc
St of-systematio-thinkdng, but of the commonsense-mode—of—
W’f"
Lt thesame-—eomuons sense

However, besldes the systematlc mode of cognitional

operations, there is also the commonsense mode. Moreover,

there are many brands of common sense. In other worda,

commnon sense is common, not to all men of all places and times,
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word for seelng. As the generlc, 8o too the temporal is not
directly perceived. Hence, early language has an abundance of
tenses but they express, not a synthesls of temporal relationships,
but different kinds or modes of action. As the generic and the
temporal, s0 too the subject and his inner experlence find
expression only through assoclation with the perceptual field.
30 possesslve pronouns, that can refer to vielble things, develop
before personal pronouns. So in Homer inner mental processes

are represented by personifled interchanges; where we would
expect an account of the hero's thoughte and feellngs, Homer has
him converse with & god or goddess, with hie horse or a river,

or with some such part of himself as his heart or his temper.

So among the Hebrews moral defect was first sensed as defilement,
then conceived as the people's violatlon of 1is covenant with
God, and finally as personal gillt before God, where each later
stage did not e{i}minate the eariler but took 1t over anid

to correct and complement it. The divine, flnally, appears

in the hierophany, in the object or event, the ritual or

narrative, that 1ls the occasion of relligious experience.

Ibld., pp. 198-215. See also volume two: Mythical
Thought, New Haven 1955, pp. 83~104,

Ibid., I, 199 f,

J. Russo and B. Simon, "Homeriec Psychology and the

bt d sdotindd Oral Epic Tradition," Journal of the

History of Ideas, 29 (1968), 484,

E. Cassirer, op. cit.,, I, 215 ff.
Ibid., I, 251.

J. Russo and B. Slmon, op. cit., p. 487.

Paul Rlcoeur, Finitude et Culpabilits, II. La H symboligue
du mal, Paris (Aubler) 1960.




sets
be as many disinet and 1rreconcllab1qhz=t-of premisses as there

are not merely differing religlons but even differing theologles.

2. Interprefation

In his monumental Teoria generale della Interpretazlicone
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MI1T VII

The Tasks of Theology o .

The tasks of theology were ocutlined in chapter two, but
8 fuller treatment of them all is deslrable. This I shall now
attempt, though onléy 1n part. On the first task, research, I
ghall be brief indeed, because




I have descrlibed a single process of developing
understanding as ecstatic, selective, critical now is the time
understandlng as unocovering the evidence, selectling some
data out a of a far largdr totallty, leading to the perspectives
proper to the objlect,
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