Horlzon and History. .

1. An enlargement of the significance of the exlstential gap.
Not merely a matter of a difficulf and doubtful technlique
In the study of the totallty of philosophies, '
but a eritical lssue wlithin the hlotorical process.
Existentlnl gap is not merely a call to autnenticity
of subject in his private existence; 1t 1s a call to authenticity
In all subjects, an invitation to understanding at a critical
moment in human history, a sumnons to decisiveness, an exploration
of the techniques of communication. (Existentialists write
novels, plays).
Higtory: as total field of human operations in this life.

2, Begin from notlon of dlialsectle.
Famillar: dislectic of an ldea; eg dlalectlc of rigour:
exclude casmal insights; axiomatization' paradoxes; new basis.
Unfamilliar: dlalectic of a reality, of man, of history.

5t111, if dialectic of an ldea, there lg some dlalectle
of man, of history

Not of man as what recurs by reproductlon; no transmisaion
of acqulred characters.

But of man as technical, social, culttural; for in these
respects, what man ls, results from man!b ldeas on man.

Man as technical, as using tools: not merely satisfles
animal necessities, but creates human environment, the clty,
the state, as a totality of material products facilitles - _

Man as soclial, as orgenlizing and organlzed; instltutlions
such as famlly, education, economlc system, politlcel system,
ehureigsy systems of alllances and emnitles

Man as cudtural (culture in anthbopological sense): the
current effective totallity of

' lmmanently produced and symbolically communicated contenbe :
of imagination, emotion, sentiment; of inquiry, insight, concevtlon} §
of reflection, jJjudgment, valuatlion;, of declsion, implementation. :

. In these respects man & presupposes nature but b makes
himgelf by taking thought.
Man as technical soclal cuktural is difference betweéen .
aggrepate of bpables born and abandoned in jungle and the aggregate- -
of humen belnga dmmk operating in a clyilization. S

S The Objective Functioning of the Dialectlc,

a There 1s a circult, a mutual causation, 1n man s making
of man as technical social cultural

The objective situation (technical social cultural) le
at once a product of and an occaslon for

imagination, sentiment, emoblon; inguiry, insight, conceptlon,
reflection Judgment evaluation- decision policy implamentation o
kB As product, the objective situation meumalsiwhsimman
objectifies, revellgs, what kxz man hes besn feeling thinking
deciding ahout man.
_ As occasion, the ob}ectiva sltuation sugmesis and
motivateg changes 1n vhat man has been feeling tninking deciding
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'3 con'd.

4] In so far as there is an effectlve existentlal gap,
an operative limited horizon, _

the situation as product will objectlfy and reveal
the existentlial gap ln overemphases and oversights

but the situation as occaslon will be powerless to
suggest and motivaote the correct solutions, remedles, as long.
a8 existentlial gap remalna;

hence, slituatlon progressively deteriorates; more and
more liberal use of useless solutlona, remedles

in the limit, elther existential gap is closed, or else
. the clvildzation llouidates ltaelf.

4, Resolute and Effective Interventlon 1n the Dlalectic.
' rarticipates
a Everyone izksrxwamer: everyone contributes to the

production of humen situations; everyone has to respond to the
human sitwuationskt in which he finda himself.

8ti11 such ixtanxznkizr participation may be mere
drifting: one does not understand what 1s goingm on; one hasg
no clue as to what 1s wrong; one has no idea what one could
effectively do about it.

Man as historical, man as melking man, is beyond man's horizon._l

b - Resolute and effectlive interventlon presupposes subjects
in which the existential gap has beenhkclosed;

elae they will merely lncrease the confusion and accelsrate
the doom.

Resolute and effective Intervention means that thesse
gsudbjects do not remain within an ivory tower admiring their own
deeper profundity, the incomprehension of the mass of men

e Regolute and effective Interventlon helghtens the
operation of the dial=sctic.

The sltuatlon objectifles the existentlal gap; lnterventlon
crystallizes the oblectiflcation; it is there; it 1s obscurely
evident to everyone; but it 1s not articulabe, it iIs unexpressed,
it 1s not efiectlvely notlced

_ The situation suggests and motlvates the necessary changes
In the subject; Intervention clarifies the suggestlion and »x
drlives home the motivatlon; clarifises, by linking o0ld erroras
wilith present evils; driveg lhome, t0 xxX retain errors is to
perpetuate evils.,

Intervention constitutes the correection by communicaticnr
what man felt thought decirkded made things as they are
different feelings thoughts decislons will make them different
communication results in'diflerent feelings thoughts decislons:
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: ﬂ_ b The dlalectlic then does not operate within the ;1eldl

5., - The Esgence of the Dialectiec.

& Lies in a confllct between what man is, 1ls to be, and
what men feels thinks he is, is to be.

Objectification ie of what man thinks, but the objectification
ls also a revelatlion of overemphasea and oversaslghts, 1n so far
as there is & conflict between man's plans for himself and what

man really is
' Revelation 1s motlvation for change, in so far as
what men has made of himaelf is in conflict with what man
- really ls

of concepts and Judgments, terms and proposltions; it 1s not
based on a conflict between opposing rhilosophies. :
It is based on a conflict between any defectlve

piillosophy (implicit or explicit) and what man reslly is, 1ia to be._,{

3 The verdict of the dlalectic 1s not a label of approval
on a philosophy;
1t lies in the facts of the situation, in its tenslons,
1ts basic hopefulness, its ultimate desperateness, lts stimulus
to afilrmatlon ar its imposition of nihilism
_ (nihilism: don't care; what hap:ens to me, to men, could
not mean less than 1t does to me) '

. 8t1l1l the facts are significant only to those w.ose
horizon does not preclude knowledge of what it 1ls to be a man
IT ths facts are not significant, then they are
“destructlve of socletles; bhecause the effective horlzon

~econtinually forces a misinterpretation of the facta.

6o In flrst lecture, concluded that there exists a.
valld and important field of inquiry concerned with subject in -
his immedlacy, obnubilatilon, capacity for change, authentlelsty,
freedom, responsibility. o
" Now must further conclude that mmmim such a fleld is

also relevant to man as technical soclal cultural

History 1ls concerned to bring to light kkz man as “he
really 1s; hence to study thls generallzed exzistentlal field
is to get to the beart of historical process

Again, study of horizons elimlanates the horlzon
that keeps man as historleal beyongnnes field of wvislon..
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