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NOTES ON EXISTENTTALISK

¥

These notes are on lectures given by Bernard J.F, Lonergan, SJ,
to a group of scholagtic philosophers at Boston College, Summer
1957, originally reprinted by the Thomas More Institute. To
this reprinting have been added a few schematic section headinags,
outline numeration, and continuous pagination. All additiens
are lndicated by brackets, ise., [T.._%, and in the pagination

The top number corresponds to the original paglnation,
/PAxT OVE: THE BASIC THEVE OF EXISTLNTIALISN/

I. GENMHAL ORIENTATICN

1. By'existentlalism" we shall understand the types of method and
doctrine exemplified by K. Jaspers, . Heidegger, J.-P. Sartre,
Gabriel Marcel. :

The name is admitted by Jaspers and Sartre; 1t was admitted for
a while by Karcel who after Humani Generis and, perhaps, to disas-
soclate himself from Sartre, rejected it; Heldegxer says he 1is con-
cerned wilth Blk-sistenz. '

Jaspers is Kantian and Lutheran; Heldegger an apostate and
-agnostic; Sartre an atheist; Marcel a convert to Catholiclsm.

2, They are concerned with what it is to be a man, not in the sense
of having a birth certificate, but in the sense employed by Presidat
Blsenhower last fall when, ssked whether it was not risky to send
the fleet into the Mediterranean during the Egyptian crisis, ans-
wered "We have to be men,"

"Being a man" in the sense that results from a decision, is
consequent to the use of one's freedom, makes one the sort of man
one really is, involves risk (in the present instance, the risk of
nuclear warfare and all that it implies).
3e It 1s antl-positivist: "being a man' is not any set of outer
data to be cobserved, any set of properties to te inferred from the
outer data, any course of action that can be predicted from the pro-
pertles; 1t springs from an inner and 'free! determination that is
not scientifically observable.

It is anti~idealist: the varlous transcendental ego’s are
nelther Greek nor barbarian, neither bound nor free, male nor female;
they don't suffer, they don't dle: we do.

Posltivism and idealism have been major determlnants in produ-
cing the contemporary world; in the measure that the contemporary
world 1s found unsatisfactery or, frankly, disastrous, esistentialism
| has a profound rescnance.

i Sein und Zeit quickly ran throusgh five editions; Jaspers!

1 Gelsteze Situation der Zelt was through five editions in about a
year and has been translated into six languages including Japanesej

Sartre was a cafe hero in Paris.

This contemporary resonance fits in with existentlalist concern
- for time and for history.

- © Since "being a man" 1s not a flxed essence with which we are

; ' endowed from birth but the result of the use of our freedom, and

' l further, since "being a man" is not a property that necessarily
remalns wilth us tut 1s maintained bty us precariously in the contin-

uous use of freedom, "time" 1s an intrinsic and necessary component
In"eing a man'", Hence, Heldegger's Sein und Zeit, Marcel's Eomo
Viator. however, concern with history on the grand scale appears
only in Jaspers, e.g«, vom Urspruns und 2iel der Geschichte.
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b, It is unconcerned with propositional truth and with what man's
per se capacltles for truth or anything else.

This unconcern arises in Heldegger, Sartre, {rom phenomenologle
cal concentration on the sources,grounds, whence spring concepts and *
Judgments.

It arises in Jaspers from Kant who ls telleved to have shown
that any objective statement deals only with appearance.

It arises in Marcel from his concern with btelng a good man as
opposed to mere existence as a man, and the common attitude (but-
Trossed by dissatisfaction with 1dealism) that technically correct
propositions have little or nothing to do with what you really are.

In all, it arises from a turning away from the universal, neces-
sary, abstract, per se, to the unique individual, the contingent, °
the concrete, the de facto,

Jaspers repeatedly insists that freedom is not definable;
Bartre establishes the fact of freedom by asking whether you have
been in the torture chamber with the Nazls and made the experiment
of freedom by not giving you comrades away; none of them would dream
of discussing "man" as what is common to mewling infants, people
sound asleep, and the mature man facing a crisis in his 1life.

Gabriel Narcel: "Plus il s'aglt de ce que je suls et non de ce

ne puls me contenter dténumérer un ccrtain nombre de propositions
auxquelles Je souscris; ces formules, de toute &vidence, tradulsent
une réalité plus profonde, plus intime: le fait d'eétre en clrcult
ouvert par rapport & la Réalité transcendante reconnue comme un Tu."
Quoted by R. Troisfontaines, De llexistence & 1l'etre, II, 352.

5. This unconcern with propositional truth and this distaste for
the per se 1s de facto connected with an incapacity to provide foun-
dations for elther propositional truth or the per se.

It 1s my firm conviction that, while there is much in exlsten-
tialism on which we should practice the patristic maxim of despoiling
the Egyptlans, still we cannot simply take existentlalism (even
marcel's) and incorporate it within scholasticism.

6, Existentlalism 1s concerned with the human subject gua consclcus
emotionally involved, the ground of his own possibilities, the free 1
realizatlion of those possibilities, the radical orientation within | I
which they emerge into consciousness and are selected, his relation- '
ship with civilization, other persons, history, God.

7. G. Marcel is not a systematic thinker; in his preface to H.
Troisfontaines' De l'existence 3 l'etre , he congratulates the
author for having done for him what he could not do for himself.

G. Marcel is a penetrating thinker and an extremely effective
writer; he can put a concrete idea, orientation, criticism of llife,
across with extraordinary brevity and skill.

He reviews his intellectual history in "Resard en arriere," a

Marcel, intrcductinn by E. Gllson; contributors include De 1'"homme,
Trolsfontaines, et al., See Jo+ Bochenskl, Contemporary European
Philosophy.

Eis Journal Metaphvsique,I, was published in 1927, the date of
Sein und Zelt. ZHis backsround i1s idealism {(including Bradley) and
Bergson; Kierkegaard 1s acknowledged to have influenced him indirectly
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8. K. Jaspers tegzan with abnormal psychology of which he became
professor and wrote various technical articles; he has a profound
respect for scilence and is a mordant critic of sclentists; forty
Years ago he was ridiculing the mythology of the brain and the mytho-

logy of the unconscious in the psycholozies of his tims.

He 1gs a Kantian with the Critigque of Practical Reason brought
to 1life by Kierkegaard and Nietzsche.

He is the most broadly cultivated of the existentialists and
wlth the widest range of interests; he writes very intelligently,
explalns exactly what he means, strikes one ag very balanced and sans.

In hls Philosophie(1932), he explaing that Exlstenz and Irans-—
cendenz correspond roughly to what aresnaméd the soul and God by
mythical consciousness,

Since then, he has developed the notion of das Umgreifende
(which corresponds roughly to the notlon df belng in Insight) and
has come to place a great deal more emphasis and rellance on reason
(more perhaps to disassociate himself from Sartre and similar ten-
dencles that from assignable grounds) and to speak openly of God
(as a necessary philosophic postulate). y

9. Y. Heidezger is perhaps the most profound and criginal of the
lot; his immediate source is Husserl; from Heidegger by way of a
strong dose of French clarity comes Sartre, who figures as the
reductio ad absurdum of the movement.

I1. Of BEING OWESELF: /GENERAL ACCOUNT OF THE THEME/

1, SubjecS 1s subject of «es,s3 & relative term; meaning variles
with correlative, .

Grammaticalt function in sentence.

Logicals function in proposition

Metaphysical: recepient: matter, form; potency, act,..
Psychologicalisublect of stream of consclousness.

24 Consclousness streams in many patterns: dream, blological,
aesthetic, intellectual, dramatic, practical, mystical.
_ Contrast: subject of stream as orlented on knowing, and sub-
Ject of stream as oriented on choosing.

Of old: speculatlve and practical reason; now: concrete flow
orlentated on knowing and orientated on choosing,

3. Intellectual pattern is intellectual by its detachment, by
non-intervention of alien ¥subjective'" concerns, by concentration
of attention, effort, on observing, understandinz, Jjudzging.

Sublect is involved, but as involved he is subordinated to
dictates of method, to immanent concretion within himself of prin-~
ciples of logic, of sclentific aspiration, of absolute criteria:
commitment 1s to submission to norms,

Subject 1s headed towards object, universe; he himself enters
into picture only within objective fleld, as a particular case in a
broader totality; that data of hlis consciousness may be a source of
information, but they are not relevant gua hls.
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Subject has a responsibility: his judgment is hils, and "personne
86 plaint de son Juzement"; sti1ll, it is a limited rosponsidility,
for he can frame hls conclusions as positive or negative, certaln or
Probable, etc,s in brief, he is tound to say what he knows and no
more than he knows, re object and re mode, but he is not committed "N
to reaching definite results,

t

L, The practical pattern of experience demands the intervention of
the subject. '

He may choose A or B, A or not-A; or he may conscent to drift,
permlt hlaself to be other~directed, whero however the consenting
and permitting are equivalent to choosing, though an inauthentlc
equivalent. :

The cholce, decision, drift, are dctermined neilther externally,
bilologieally, psychically, nor intellectually.

Even when one knows everything about everything, an operabile
cannot be demonstrated; it admits no more than rhetorical syllogises.
But in fact, I do not know everything about everything; I do not
know everything that ultimately is relevant to the cholces I have te
make, and none the less I already am alive, thinking, acting, under

& perpetual necessity of drifting or choosing, choosing A or not-a,

B or not~B, ..,

Hence, choosing is within an atmosphere of incertitude, and so
1t Involves an acceptance of risk.

Choosing not only settles ends and objects; it gives rise to
dlspositions and habits; it makes me what I am to be; 1t makes 1t
possible to estimate what I probably would dn; 1t gives me 2 second .
nature, an essence that is mine in virtue ~f my chonsing; still 1t
does not give me an immutable essonce; achievement 1s always pre-
carlous, and a radical new tecglnning is always possible.

In choosing, I btecnme myself; what settles the issue 1s not
external constraint nor inner determinism nor knowledge, but ut_ague
ry will and ut _gued; in the last analysis, the ultimate Treason for
my choice belng wnat it is is mysclfs if left to mere balancing of
motives, impulses, etc., then I consent to drifty I consent to being -
other~dircected; I implicitly chmase as myself the On, Men -~
inauthenticity.

If not left to mere balancing of motives, inmpulses, then I
Intervene, I knowingly assume risk, responsibility.

In either case, what ultimately is operative is purely indivi-
dual, unlque.,

In the drifter what results.is another 1lnstance of the average
man in a given milieu,

In the decisive persen, what results 1s what he chonses to be.

In the drifter, individuality is blurrcd; his individuality 1s
hls consenting tes be like everybedy clsc.

In the decisive person, there comes to light beth his indivi-
dunlity and the total-otherness of other individuals; ny cholce 1is
what 1t is because that!s what I choose: yeurs is because that's
what you choose; cven when what 1s chosen 1s the sare, still the
sources are simply different,

Finally, there are limiting situations: the drifter can no lon-
ger just drift; nnd the decisive parbon is powerless to change things
by deciding. In general, such situations are the hilstorical perlod
in which sne lives, the sociel milicu of birth, opportunitles, telng
nale or female, old or youngz; in particular, there are death, sufl-
fering, struggle, gullt.
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Confronted with limiting situations, the drifter may try to for-
get, btut ultimntely he cannot succeed; he ls totally involved, all
of hin is involved, and he is totally unprepared. On the other hand,

the decisive person can be as decisive as he pleases, but the limi-
ting situation is not thereby removed.

5. Oneself 18 the irreducibly individual element whence spring the
cholces of the decislve person and the drifting, forgetting of the
indeclisive.
What springs from that source is free; for it, one is resporsilie.
What results from that source is not only the sequence of actl-
vities but also the character of the man, the second nature, quasi-
essence, by which precarlously one is what one 1is.
Nor does choosing walt upon learning, the acquisition of as
much knowledge as might be relevant; it involves risk and incertltude.
Finally, in choosing is involved everything that concerns me.
6. Being oneself is being the subject of fine acts. It is exlsten-
tial existence, In the limit, ex~sistence implles the transcendent,
the absolute. ‘
Within a satisfactory synthesis, there 1s possible an alterna-
a Wwithdrawal and return, a mautual complementarity.
In the intellectual pattern of experience, I am choosing because

know, and without that knowling, there would be, not merely a residwal
incertitude and risk to choosing, but a total blindness that makes
cholee indistinguishible from mere force, instinct, passion,

In the practical pattern of experilence, there is an ultimate
moment of "beinz myself', of incertitude and risk, and nonetheless,
total commltment; but it 1s a known ultimate moment, and 1t iz
within a context of knowing and with respect to =z largely known,

III. ON BEING ONRSELF: PHILOSOPHIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE THEME

1. It provides a ready rationalization for those who do not wish
to endure the restraints of knowing. Let's drop philosophy, specu-
lative theology, sclence.

Love of neighbor, zeal for souls, dialogue, disponibilits,
prayer.

24 Breaks through positivist sclence of man.

It denies that there is any ready-made essence or nature with
predictable properties.

- L'homme _se dé€finit par une exizence.

Elisenhower: "We have to be men.," It implies that we might be
less than men, that there is an exigence for us to be men, that the
exigence is to be met by a decision.

3. Breaks through pragnatist science of man.

One learns fror experience about things, about one's own
potentialities.,

But the issue 1s not one of knowing whether a2 priori or g pos-
teriori; ziven all the knowledse possitle, all the human experiments
desirable, there still remains the whole issue of deciding, which,
even then, would lnvolve lncertitude and risk.

And meanwhile one already is living, and one has only one 1llife,
The decision to risk muclear warfare is not justifiable pragmatically
%. Breaks through the idealist view of man,

The ldealist's absolute or transcendental ego 1s nelther Greek
nor barbarian, neither male nor female, it neither dles nor suffers,

o )
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nor acknowledges gullt. ' .

The ldealist!s world is a world that is purec intellisgibility,
ratlional throughout; it 1s not a world of free cholces springing

fror individuals that are totally concernméd in the once for all of
the momentous moment.

5. Sets problens for contemporary scholasticiso, '
Be What meaning is possible for the fact that I become myself?

An ambigulty comes to lizht in the netaphysical theory of the
person, i.e. subsistence. It rests on the 1ssuet is metaphysics
knowledze of things.through their causes or through the decen
geners entls? Is the thinz just its substance or is the thing a
whole that includes both substance and accidents?

b, Verun et falsum sunt in rmente, bonum et malun sunt in rebus.
But in the concrete, there are no abstractions, and so there 1s no
abstract zood, But there remeins for each one to work out concrete-
ly what the good really 1is. .

There remains an order of the universe, but it is not "an order
deduclible from cbstract essences and schematic hlerarchles; it 1is a
concrete unfolding in concrete situations; and the concrete situa-
tions are proximately the product of 1ndividual decisions about
the conecrete grood, '

There remains the natural law(situations do not change roral
precepts);but there arises the significance of kairos, of my situa-
tion, my opportunity, ny dutys and while these can be illuminated
by moralists, by spirituel directors, the ultimate lssue is whether
or not I ant to take & risk and assume a total responsibility and
rlse to the occasion.,

There is to the order of the universe the emerzence of good
from evil, the helghtening of evil to a maximum that sets the alter-
native of cunversion or destruction, where the evil is to be ret,
not by being included as intelligibility within the order, but as
a surd violating the order, as a demand, not for justice, but for
gself-sacrifice and charity,

The order of the universe is not a mechanistlic plan flowing

"from essences; it meay descend to that through sin, btut it rises

from it inasmuch as the order is a matrix, a network of personal
relations, /In brief,/ Situation, surd, kalros, charity.
Ce There 1s the need of an ancilla that will supply theology with

tie categories necessary to assimilate the doctrine of the Bible.

: The possibility of such an ancilla: can existential questions
be handled by the Catholic philosopher?; do they not suppose know-
ledge of theoclogy by their very nature?

de Withdrawal and return: this is not simply a matter of the ou-
tual dependence of willing %o know and knowing to will. There 1s
the problem of conversion (reorientation, rcorzanization of mind
and 1life). Kierkegnard's spheres: aesthetic, ethical, religlousA&B,

Upward change 1s not in virtue of knowledge on lower plane; it
{s not in virtue of will following knowledze on lower plance, There
has to be the apparent irruption of a latent power, the possibllity
of a radical discovery where the discovered has been present all
along, the fact of an obnubiliation that prevented prior discovery.
This sets the radical question in all philoscophisizing.

It 1s relevant for scholastics with thelr innumerable dlsputed
questions, and no nethod of solution, not only in sizght, but not
even desired, sought, seriously belleved in. In varlous measures
1t iz the concern of the thinkers nnmed existentialists.,

Proposal: to face our existentinl question and through 1%t to
nove touwards some understanding of this question for others.

'
!
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[PART TWO: PHENONENOLOGICAL METHOD: GENERAL ACCOUNT/
PHENONMENOLOGY s NATURE, SIGNIFICANCE, LIKITATIONS
1. HATURE

Phénqmenology 1s an account, descriptlon, presentaticn of the
deta structured by insight.

1, Of data, what 1s g¢lven, what is mrRnifest, what appesars.

Not Jjust external data, phenomena; tut also inner; hence, op-
positlon to - rechanisr, behaviorism, '

Not exclusively inner deta: the inner intentionel act terminntes -
at the outer datum; and the outer datur 1s Just the term of an inner
intentional act. ot

No ezlusions: not primitive as opposed to derived, natural as
opposed to cultural, sensitive as opposed to intellectual, cogni-
tional as opposed to emotional, conative.

2» Data structured bty insight {my way of putting it).

Selectlve: not exhaustive description of all and =any dataj
significant: seeks baslc universal structures; Eildetic , Wesengschau,
Aristotle's "parts of the form," in ketaph., Zi,Zl.es Book 7/

Takes time, effort: not first bright idea, 25u§7balls for scru-
tiny, penetration, contrasts, tests; may have to overcore spontanecus
tendentiousness, systematle oversight, cormon over-simplification,

preconceptions nrising from 'scientific", "philosophic!, or other
BOUYCES. :

3. Not insight as such

Extremely elusive _

Would lend immedintely to unity(vliewpolnts, higher viewpoints,
theory of judarent)

There 1s no such tendency toward unity in Husserl (he is for-
ever discovering new fleld to be explored), and similarly there is
no such tendency in his successors.

4. The data as structured by insight and not the subsequent con-
ceptualization, definition, theorstic staterment of the data in thelr
essential features.

Perpetual appeal to prepredicative manifestation

Baslc distinction between what is given, ranifest, appears and
the thematic trentment of the given by the phenormenologist (phai-

IT, SIGNIFICALCE

1. It provides o technique for thc exploration and presentation of
whole realms of matters of fact that are significant and have been
neglected or treated superficislly.

Bias in f~vor of outer dnta, in favor of ressurenble, countatle:
"Selentific" psychology, compnrakble in this respect to the opening
of new vista and flelds effeccted by Froud.

Trnditioncl psychologyt cither rough and ready stntement of whrt
was presuned to be obtvlous, or, when effort for precision attempted,

bogzin down in ~ccount of "indefinable something".

et e pm b TE L A
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Husserl on perceptinn: Abaschattunc and Horizont

F.J.J. Buytendijk, Phénorénolozic dc la Rencontre(Desclée, 1952),
In Femme(Desclée, 1952 or earlier) perhaps, Wesen und Sinn des
Splels{Berlin, 1933), :

. 8, Strasser, Das Gemut(Freiburg i, B., & Herder, 1956). Le
Problidre de i'Ame: Etudes sur 1'objet respectif de ln psycholozie
pbétephysique et 1n psychologle enpirique, Fronch trans., oy P. Wurtz,
(Desclee), /Also in English, transinted ns The Probler of the Soul

in Metaphysfcnl and Erpirical Psycholocy,(Duquosme University Bress)

M. Merlenu-~Ponty, Ln Structurc du Gonportercent, 1942; la Phéno-
nénologie de 1n Perception, (Paris: Gnllinnrd, 1945). /both trans. in
Englishs SC, as The Structurc of Behavior, tr. by Alden Flsher,
Beacon Press, 1961; ond PP, a8 Phenorenoclogy of Perception, £Tr. by
Colin Smith, 1963, (London: RoutIedge ~nd Keznn Paull/pHe s tril-

llant on the significance of one's owm body in one's perceiving

sentlent and sensible(spatio~terpornl); neither purely pour-sol nor
purely en-soi; not ghost in nachine, btut incarnate subject; neither
subJect nor body intelligible without the other.

2¢ It provides philosophicnl psychology and philosophy with a
powerful instrument.

Busserl's quest: Lozische Untersuchunzen; Ideen zu einer reinen
Phiinomenologie; Formale und tronscendentnle Lowik; Erf-ohrung und

. Urteil.

Strassery Merleau-Ponty {(Une philosophie de Llarblguitg)

Feidegger: A man's understanding of nimself ns implicit in his
projects 1s the intelliglbility of thnt ren, the de facto Sein of
that Seinde; just as phenomenology has to bet beyond the obvious and
superficinl, so nust emch man; henceimuthentic and authentic 1llving
and prlority of the innuthentic.

L. Binswangzer,Traun und Existenzy drears of night{somntlic
deterrinnnts) dresms of rornine(the hunan subject tegins the projec-
tlon of a worlds interpretation of drears in texrs of itself ¥s.
interpretation s fragrented waking, conceptunlizntion of dream
synbols, o

B« Bultmann, Pistis is christliche Seinsverstandnis, the rest
is myth( what is objective 1s science or nyth, and Christianity 1s
not science).

HeWe Bartseh, Kerusm~ und hythos. I,II, IXI, IV, and V; ond
Beiheft to I, ILL. (Harburss 1948-55),

R. Marle, Bultrann et 1!'Interpretntion du Pouveaun Testament,

Parisi Aubier, 1958. Théologic 33.

II, LIMITATICHS

1. As phenorenoloay is essentinlly prepredicative, so also essen-
tially it is preconceptunl and prerntional.

1t provides the evidence in which the phenormenologlst and his
render can grasp the virtunlly unconditioned; but, s far ns I know,
1t has not penetrnted to the annlysls of that reflective rantionality;
and so it fails to give duc welzht to 1t in psychology and in the
sconsequent philosophy,

Hence, 1ts criterion of the truc is the menifest, the cvidenty
what becomes manifest, evident, when one lets phenorena nppear, does
not brush them nside, is not living the life of an escapist,

Per contr~, ns affirrntionistased upon rrnifestness of what is,
80 nezation s tased on manlfestness of what is not, of nothinsg,

P LY
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In heldeggor and Sartre, the basic role given to he anxiety crisis
as the manifcstation of Nothing.

3. Hence, the possibility of Husserls Epoche: withdraw from inter-
est in, concern with the "really real"; concentrate on intending
and intonded.,

Hadical differconce between dircetimn and redirection of atten-
tion, and the als ob of suspenmsion of judgment; the possibility of
the Epoche 1s connected with this anbiguity,

4. Hance, the impossibility of return from the Epoche.

If by intenticnal acts I regard the given as just what appears,
(and I can do so), then by what sleight of hand can another intentimr
glJacg of affirning, or anything else, restore the'really rcall? cf.

J. Po8,

.See Problémes Actuels de la Phénorfnolomie: Collogue Interna-
tionale de Phénonénologic, (Bruxelles, 1951; and Desclée, 1952, ),
edited by H.L., Van Breda,

There 1s a real differcnce between

- a)natiirliche Einstellung, Santayana's "animal faith",
and b)reaching the absolute "is" through a grasp of the
virtually uncondltioned.

Hence, the lncapacity of phenomenclogy for dealing with isgsues
of spsculative thought. E. Fink, loc, cit.:

' ... das Seicnde 1s Phanomen und welter nichts. Elne
Prufund dieser Urentsheidung liegt gar nicht in Bereich der phano-
menologischen Methode, weil sle all und jede Prufung grundsatzlich
als Auswelsung dar selbstgeben Phanonen versteht." (p. 72)
"Dass dass Ausweisbare allein ist ... kann nicht
weiderunn durch Ausweisung dargetan werden., Das Erschelinen des
Seindes is nicht etwas, was se¢lbst erschelnt." (p..70)

S Hence, Heldegager is bogged down in rermote criteria of truth
and untruth: "being in the truth" and Ybeing in the untruth.M

A. deWaelhens, Une Philosophie de 1'Anmbiguité: L!'Existential-
isne de M. MHerleau-Ponty, (Louvain: 1951),

M. Merleau-Ponty is preparing a book to be called L!Origine de
la Verité./M. M~P was still working on this at the tine of his
sudden death in 196l. At that time, he had finished about 1/3 of
the manuscript and had extensive work notes for the rermainder of the
work. This was posthumously published under the editorship of his
friend Claude Lefort, under the title Le Visible et L!'Invisible,
which would have been the title Merlecau-Ponty would have used had
he llved to conplete 133 A. de Waclhens, Phfnonfnologie et Verite
(paris) PressesUniversitaires de Francec, 1953),

Das Seindes: brute existence., Scini its intelligibility which
is in nan and fron non. Heldezgzer confined to art,

Lotz: Heldegger's rethoéd excludes the possibility of his pro-
ving the existence of God.
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[?hHT THREE: PHENOMENOLOGICAL METHOD: HUSSERL AND HEIDEGGER/
Y I. HUSSERL: LATER PERIOD

1. Enornous literary remains, nostly in shorthand, preserved at
Louvain and being classified and edited under H.L. Van Breda, O.F.Mg
there is sme parallel ingtitute at Cologne.

Our concern is with/ Die Krisis der europfischen Wissenschaften
und die transzendentale PhHAnonenologic, edited by W. Bienel, and -
published at The Hague by M.NLjhoff, 1954,

Thls is Husserls last work; about the first third was published
in his lifetime, and the rest was put together fron his remains;
probably owes sorething to the stimulus .of his nost brillisnt (and
disowned) student, Heldegger.

A general idea of this work provides a good introduction to

- Heldegger and offers the advantage of not involving us in the com-

plexities of the development of Husserl's ideas on Phenomenology,
Reduktion, Epoche.

20 "It might seem paradoxical to speak of a crisis in modern
gclences 'Lts achlevements are ummistakable; its labors in endless
flelds continue apace; and what unsolved problems there are will be
gsolved elther by the methods of the past or by the discovery of new
nethods to complement and perfect those of the past.

8t111 the need of new nethods can be discovered only by a cri-
tical survey; and if the need exists at present, then the survey will
not only discover the exlistence of the need but also provide

... a sBlgn-post to point the way towards a soclution.

Such a survey demands a criterion, and the criterion that can
hardly be rejected 1ls an act of recall in which we reenact within
ourselves the originnl intentions of the scientific enterprise.

These intentlons had two principal manifestations: fourth |
century Athens;and the Renaissance,

3. "The formulation of the formulation of the aim of sclence in
fourth century Athens consisted in an Undeutungz(shift in neaning) of
popular notions of ssphia, alethein, eplsterme; this shift took place

through the Platonle contrast of epistene and doxa, of dialektike and
eristike; 1t consisted in setting up an ideal of knowledge and tmth 5
that involved (1) a sustained effort; (2} a nethodiecal procedure; E
(3) & rigor; (4) an attainment of evidence; (5) a solid imnovable L
: basls in certainty, «ll of which simply were not contalned in the i
| previous customary connoctation of such terms as alethelan, epistene;
O finally, it unfolded in the works of Aristotle, Euclid, Archinedes,
the historians, and the medical doctors. - 4

)~

b, "The Renalssance brought forth a far core grandiose proposalj
1t discovered in the ancientsy

{1) an ideal of knowledge and truth vs nerely traditional opinien,
; . (2) as a principle of transforming soclety vs rerely traditional
LG powWer.

In the neasure that that ideal and that principle are valid,
Western nman is the exenplar of nenkind, the nealization of the
\_J neaning of what it is to be a man,

In the neasure that that ideal and that principle are not valig,
nantla just anothor anthropnlegienl classification: he is of concern
to us, not because of any intrinsic value or significance, but nexmly
because he 1s the type or species to which we belong.
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Se "Hence, if we are to Judge nodern science by the criterion of
its original intentions, we must ask what hope nodern science offerss
(1) of the attainment of knowledge and truth,

{2) of & principle that frees nan fronm merely traditional opinion
and power, and enables hin rationally and responsibly to place hunan
gsoclety on a basis of truth and reason, freedon and responsibility.

6. "Judged by this criterion, modern science can be criticizeds:
(a) for its tendency to splinter into specialties: see any univer-
sty catalogue; congresses; "Deus scientia Doninus".

(b) for the autonory of the splinters: what counts effectly within
each of the departments, sections, subsections, 1s what ls recog-
nized as "good" within that departrent, section, subsection.

Discussions of knowledge, science, truth, are Just sc nany otler
specialtles, and their relevance to other fields is a mere matter of
opinlon.

(¢) for the drift to the criterton of technical competence,

Upon a background of traditional norms that are not questioned,
(8elbstverstandlichkeiten), the effective principle of change is
technique: what counts ultirately is 'metting results”, and what
counts proxinately is the approved technique, how one goes about 1t,
all the wrinkles of observatlon, ezperinmentation, all the apparatus
of bibliography and footnotes,

() for the position of the hunman sciences.

Sclentific nedicine is based upon scientific anatony, physio-
logy, pharnacy, chemistry, physice; folk nedicine (recipes, cures )
has disappeared; but for hunan soclety the only redlcine remalns
folk nedicine; endless nostrums are proposed and, sclentifically,
they are of no value; de_facte, techniques are unified by totalltar-
ian state and nass democracy: unifications of state and reascn.
(for the impossibility of = renrientation of the present basis.

A reorientation demand a general view, and no general view ls
possible; only a shifting set of best available opinions in rore or
less unrelated fields. A general view is the work of a nind, and no
nind can naster all the technigues, and so no nind can present a
acientiflcally respectable general view. Bodenlosigkeit?

7. "If we have found that nodern sclence does not fulfill its ori-
glnal inspiration, intention, aim, we can go further and ask if
there has been sone radical defect or oversight in its progran.
Husserl's dlagnosis of the nalady 1s that scientific clarity floats
on popular obscurity, scientific evidence on popgalar S821lbstverstand-
lichkeit (Marcel: tout paturel); in brief, the rzal basis of sclence
has not been explered, esxacined, evaluated,

(a) for there exist two truths and two worlds.

There is popular truth in the sense of telling the truth in the
home, in business, in law-courts, in newspapers and periodicals, 1in
autoblography.

There 1s also scientific truth in the sense of a validated set
of propositions: logic, nathemnatlics, physlics, chenistry, etc.

These two reflect the original duality and bifurcation of doxa
and eopistene, of setting up a scientific ideal within a context of
popular notlons {one might compare the Hebraic ideal ofYrman before
God" within the unity of Hebralc tradition).

There 1s the popular world of poets andl nen of common sense,
of everyday assunption, opinion, activity.

There is the quite different world of the sclentist and the
phitlosophert nass instead of weight, termperature instead of heat,
dinensions instead of size, elenents instead of bodles.

-
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