SOME METAPHYSICAL NOTIOHS CONVECTED WITH VERBA

Father Lomergan



This is & copy of the motes used by Father Lonergan in a lecture Feb 28/47,

tIt is the metaphysical framework on which to hang his psychological stulT on the verbuma

Why metsphysios?
2 Why maths im physics

Beocause physies is an exaot science and without maths it cannot be exact.

Without maths it ocannct have exact eoncepts. Physiecist does not mean by energy: the
feeling you have after eating "wheaties” for breskfast; the feeling you have on the mornim
of a bright holiday.

He means ~. £ - '—us'

Without maths it'. cannot heve deducible conclusinns hetween concepts.

All physical deductions are just maths,

b What happens to psychology without metaphysics?

Either old style, accept and deal with dats of oonsciousness, sense, imagination,
emotion, conation,- underatanding, but what are they? In the last analysis they are
set of"undefinable somethings”.

To have definite concepts in psychology a more gemeral science hes to be invoked.
A fortiori to have system, deduction, inter-relation,.

Or elee new style, throw out data of consciousnesss they are not publiec faots; deal
with what is externsal, observable by everyone; that alone pertains to science. Hence
behavicurism.

¢ Psychology must be cast in metsphysicel terms:
~ 1) to have definite concepts;

2) to have a systematic strusture.

Without metaphysies, psychology either deals with a set of indefineble samethings
or else it beoomes mere behaviourism which is not pesyshology.

What metaphyslca?

1) Genersl (potency and act)
2) Special (applied); objeot and species,

In both cases deal with primitive concpets.

In a sense primitive concepts cannot be defined; i.e., they cammot be defined by
genus and xywet difference,

But in another smmse they oan be defined; they cen be assigned definite meanings in
a definite fashion; if not, they can be confused; if they are confused, there result
an endless number of insoluble problems which are insoluble only because meanings of
primitive concepts and bmaic terms are not elearly grasped.

That is the whole Ximwxy difficulty of the theory of imtellect.

Any solentific concept is the expression of an insight into phentasms, and expresces
correctly your thmwpkk insight,

Stendard sxpression of an insight is the four-fold proportien: A:B::C:D. One
insight defines more than one term,

General type of insight relevent to potenocy aund aet, is insight that grasps a possibilit
what is possible is the act, what constitutes the possibility is the potency.

We shall give four gemeric and ten specifically #ifferent meanings of the terms potency
and act; if you heve hitherto distinguished less than ten, you have been confusing
things thet are as different as cheese aud chalk, )
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PRTENCY AND ACT

A. Form to matter type

1, The deta and the insight
Sight in the eyee, as taste in the tongue, as =mell in the nose, as science in the intelle
-Esgsential (bloed end tears) potency to first aot.

2. The Extensien: from accidental to substentisl order.
Soul of goat to its body as soul of cow to its body, etce
Soul is first act of organic boZdy.

-Extended essential potency te extended first acte

Bse Form to performance type

S« The data and the insight,

Sight to seeing, taste to tasting, smell to smelling, science to sclentific understanding,
virtue to virtuous deeds, heaviness to falling, finished product to ite use,etc,
spccidentel (rolling off a log potency) potency to second act.

4, Subdivieion of 3.

8. Performence that endures through time, the whole of it is at eny tnstant while it
endures; seeing understarding, willing. Actus perfecti, actus existentis in actu,
operatie, motus large, actioc.

be Performance thet becomes in time; whole does not exist at each instant; but part
exists in part of the time of becoming. Aotus imperfecti, actus existentis in potentia
inquantum huiusmodi, motus stricte, esse incompletum, ens fluens, ens viale.

Local motion is not an ubi but the becoming of an ubi., Alteration is not a quale bub
the becoming of a quale, Growth and slimming are not quanta but the becoming of juania,.
¢, Found only in material, gquantitatively divisible subjects; impossible in a spiritual
subject.

d. Above account presupposes time; prius guosd nos. Aristotle proceeds from prioras
quoad se; defines time by motion, hence obscure formulee such as "actus existentis in
potentia inquenrtum huiusmodi." Motus is an act, but an aot that is not finished and so
in potency.

8. Performance that is striotly motien involves distimebion between process and term;
going to place, being there; becoming white, belng white; growin g to height of six

feet four, being sixfeet four.

fe Process is not the efficient cemse of the term; proecess is in fieri what the term

ls in feoto esse.

6. Extonsion of $: Accidentel to substential order.
Essence teo existence; or form to existence.
Soul to living; or soul and body to living.

Ces Substance to accident type

6+ Existence as potency to performence: esse propter operari.

7. Extension of 6.

Substence for existence according to 5; existence for performance according to 63
therefore, substance for performance,

Substance (or form) for performance: first to second sobt; quite different from 3.

8. Substance as potsncy te¢ proper accidents: essence of man to risibility; soul to
possible 1ntellect; ete.
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Ds Effieient eause to effect type

9. Passive potency to pati.

8« Potentia passivasest principium mutationis vel motus eb alio vel in quantum aliud.
Ab alio: raw materials of house as in potency because of builder; the bullder is tm
not the raw material.

Vel inquantum aliud: the siok doctor qua sick as in potency because of himsgelf, not

que sick but qua dootors : '

b. Essentpial potency is also passive potency, but from a defferent viewpoint.
Essential potency: principium mutationis in eodem in quo est; while passive potensy

is principium mutsationis ab alio. :

ce Accidental potency is also pussive potency, but from different viewpoint.
 Accidental potensy: principium motus vel operationis in eodem in quo est; but passive
poteoncy is principium motus ab alio.

Quidquid movetur ab alic movetur.

Quidguid recipitur ad modum recipientis recipitur.

ds Esserntdd]l snd mocidentsl potencies are instances of nature: Nature est principium
motus vel guietis in eo in quo est motus vel quies.

Hence sight is passive potency to seeing, hebit.of acience is passive potency to under-
standing; and sentire et intelligere sumt pati quasdem.

e. Just as there are two types of performance, so there are tw types of pati: e con-
trario in contrarium, black to white; and pura receptlio perfectionis.

10, Effective potenoy to agere. :

a8, Effective potenoy: principium mutationis vel motus in alio vel in guantum aliud.
Builder as primoiple of chenge inraw materials of house.

Doctor gua doctor as principle of change in himself gqua sicke.

be MNeither nceidental nor essentisl poteney is an effectiwve potency: guidguid movetur
ab alie movetur; quidquid efficitur ab alio effioitur; nothing c¢en perfect itself, add
t0 its owvm perfectiom.

ce But effective poteney is frequently named active potency; and accidental poltency
is alsc named active potencyy field for equivocetion, (St. Thomas in earlier writings
used terms in this way.)

de This field of equivooation is reinforced by fect that performence, second act,
being in second aet, is named agere, actio, operatio,

11. Theorem of effective and passive potency. Aotio est in passo.

One and the same act is at once the actuation of the passive pobency and €f the effective
potency.

Yhat the effective potency produces iz what the passive potency receives.

Wers this not sc, then a motor immobilis would be a conbtradietion in terms: were tThe
action in the mgemt, the agent gua agent would neocessarily be moved.

Actio: actus hulus vt in hoc; actus patientis eo sensu quod in patiente recipitur.
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0OBJECT AND SPECIES

Le Object: either producing or produced. External sense vs imagination.
Either the eot that reduced a potency te act, or else the act that a potency in act
produces.

"Respondeo dicendwm guod potentia, seoundum illud quod est potentia, ordinatur ad actume.
Unde oportet rationem potentiee aceipi ex actu ad quen ordinatur; et per consequens g
oportet quod ratio potentiae diversificetur, vt diversifioatur ratio achus. Ratie
autem astus diversificatur secundum diversem Ftationem objeoti; ommis enlm actio est
potentiee activae, vel passivee. Objectum eutem eomparatur ad actum potentime passivae
slout prineipium et ecauss movens; color enim, inquantum movet visum, est primcipium
visionis. Ad sctum autem potentiae activae comparatur objectum, ut terminus et finis;
siocut augmemtativee virtutis objectum est quantum perfectum, gquod est finis augmenti.
BEx his autem duobus actic speciem recipit, sciliocet ex principio, vel ex fine, seu ¥
torminios Differt enim calefactlo ab infrigidatiocne secundum quod hasc a calido,
gscilicet mmkirm active, 2d oalidum, ille sutem a frigido ad frigidum procedit. Unde
necessfe est guod potentime diversificentur secundum actus et ebjectBecesscsssce”
(SeTs Pel,qeT7,8.5: Ubrum potentiae distinguantur per actus et objecta.)

2+ Theorem on objeets (producing)

The act of the effective pobtency is identical with the act of the passive potenoy.
But The object is the effective pobency, and the cognitional potency is the passive
patency. Therefors the act of the object gua object is the act of the cognitional g
poteney.

Sensibile in aotu est sensus in sotu. De Anime 3, loot.2

Intellikibile in actu est intellesctus in actu.

3. Species

Consider: the idea of the building in the mind of the architect; the specifdcations

of the building in the architeet's blue prints; the directions of the engineer and

foremen in the process of ereoting the buildingsy the ertificial form of the finished
building.

The same specifice determinant is found in a series of cases; idea in the mind;
specifiestions in bluweprint; directions to operatives, artificiel form of artefact.
Specific determinant received in eyes; same specifio determinant previously in medium
(ether); same specific determinent in the object that is seen. Not only is it received in
eye, but modifies set of seeing (makes it a seeing red smd blue}in such shapes); '
further determines amot of imaginmtion; further determines aot of understending; further
debtermines act of definition.

4. Dynamically: ogne agens agiy &ibi simile: thing, medfium, sense organ, exgornal
sense, imagination, understanding, definition.
Species sensibilis, intellipgibilis impressa, intellizibilis expressa.

Be Ontologically: species is prineiple of specific limitation.

Aotus de se est illimitatus; limitatur per pobtentiam in eo ordine in guo est actus.

Act is limited to being™inderstanding® by intellectus possibilis, to being a seeing

by sizht, te being a basting by taste, to bsing a willing by will: zeneric limitation.
Act is limited specifiocally by species: underastanding Pythagoras' theorem; seeing
diagrem of Pythagoras' theorem; deoiding to believe Pythacoras theorem, since everybody
- says it's so; willing to teach Pythazoras theorem,

6+ Species intelligibilis impressa -- partof a habit -- habit is ordinata aggregatio
specierum
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GENERAL SCHEME

Varba
Understanding interiora
Habits (2nd. acts) (2nd. aets)

Tisdom
Intelleotus
Agens Develo__pp&&.—f—?lnferenoe
Scienoe/ B
Dirgoted —+—>Definition
Fhantasms »— 1
L Species ' > TIntelleoct
YA Expressa
Sensibilis | Essential Potency |
Phantaesia Intellectus Pogsibilis
Cogitative
Memoria

Sensus Communis
Sensus Exteriores

Moving instrument: —y——
Katural resultant: e 5

Efficient causality: ——
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