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The Eternal Quest, By Willlam R. O'Connor. New York,
Toronto, Londons Longmans, Green and Co., 1947. Pp. 200, $4.00.

This investigatlon of "the teaching of St. Thomas Aquinas
on the natural desire for God," after a preliminary chapter
in which apparently conflicting texts are presented, takes
and elaborates
over/the fourfold ¢lassificatlon of opinions worked out by

Fr. Brisbols in Nouvelle Revue Théoclogidue, 1936, and then,

returning to the text of St. Thomas, developas an interpretation
that colncides with none of the four, The author's basle
contention turns upon a distinctlion between desire in the
intellect for knowledge and desire in the will for happinesas.
There 1s In the intellect a natural desire for the vision of
Gods for intellectual curlosity 1s natural to men, so that
knowledze of God's exrstence 1a followed naturally by a
desire to know God's essence or quiddity, But this does not
imply in the will any natural desire for the beatific vislon:
man's will £at tends naturally not to any specifle bheatlitude
but only to beatitude in general; objeoctively it is true that

knowing quld sit Deus and possessing perfect beatitude are

ldentical; but that objective truth is evident immediately
only to those already in possesslon of the beatlific vision;.
and in them desire 1s replaced by fruiltlon. IHence, wvhile
there 1s a natural desire for the vialon of God, there 1a no

natural desire for the vision of God as beatifilc,
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Thils account of what St., Thomes said haa the splendor
of simplicity, accuracy, objectivity and, as well, the merit
of not having been sald (to my knowlodge) before. The author
may be congratulated sincerely and warmiy. It remains, I think,
that exception should he taken to two aspects of the zeneral
perspective In which he has placed the foramoing account.

Very strongly he insists that for bothk Aristotle and
Aquinaas natural appetite is always "a real and positive movement
progesding from the natural form in the directisn of the
naturel good or end of the oblact® (p. 106}, This real and
posltive movement is & motus in tve strict sense of imperfect
got {p. 113). The natural velle of the will towaris its end
18 a motus, not in the brond senas of operatisn, but In the
strict sense of imperfect act {p., 121), Such statemonta are
more than puzszling. Matter has a natural sppetlite for form,
From what form does this movement, natnrnl appetite, proceed?
What 18 moving? To what category does the movemant reduce?
Again, there 13 a natural ineclination to fall that pertalns
to a stona at rest in an elevated position. Is this natural
inclination a movement? Does 1t reduece to the catemory, ubi?

Can the same thing be at movement and at rest simaltaneously

with respect to the same catenory? No doubt the natural inclination

to fall is really distinet from thae substantinl form of the
atoné. Bubt 4t 1is not intaroreting St. Thomas to adduce latex
speculations on the nature of final causulity %o prove thet
the natural inclination of tho stone to fall is more than a

natural relatlon of finallty In the accldental forma gravitatis,
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Finally, with regard to imperfect act, one cannot eat one's
cake and keep ik. If motus and imperfect mot are so taken
that only God and the blesaed have operation without movement,
in this 1llfe
as in In II Sent., 4. 11, q. 2, &, 1, then/willing the :neana
18 just as mich en imperfect amct as naturally willing the end.
If motus and Imperfect act are taken as movement from one
contrary to another, as determined in the Physice (In III de An.,
lect, 12 §766), as incompatible with sensatlion (ibld.}, as
presupposling an extended and divisible sublect (In VI Phys.,
lect, 12), then no act of will can be an lmperfect act.

Though the author does not discuss explicltly the
posalbility of Introducing into Thomlst thought the later
hyporthesis of natura pura, still he cannot avold this issue
entirely and.two of his appendices hover about it, He affirma
that mants netural beatitude would be a perpetual process of
advance in lmowledge of God; vlialon is not to be attained
naturally, and so natural desire remaina unsatisfied; thla 1s
only to ba expected, since perfect veatltude is natural only
to God, whlle the beatitude natural to a creature 1s imperfect;
over this imperiection unbaptlized 1nfants do not ap;ear to be

dlstressed, To the obJection, nihil In natura frustra, he

answera that, though this statement ls simple, still its meaning

is complex: it means that the deslres of nature are satisfled,
provided there are no impediments; when there sre impediments,

it means only that the desires of nature would be satisfled

if the impedliments were removedj the impediment to the satls-
faction of mutural desire for the vislon of God 1s the "inferlority

{
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of nature," and it 1a removed by the grace of the light of
glory. Bubt nlght not the ohjection he pressed? Impediments

agre por aocldens and, 1n an ordered universs, they accur only

in minor} parte. Is then grace per se? Is it required by the

order of Lthe universe? Agalnst thils, one might appeal to

whe vlow that there are extlinct blologlesl spscles desplte
thelr natural desire for conservation (C. Gent., II, 55, §13).
But aznln one can oblect, Did Aquines ad Just Arletotle to

make provision elther for natura purg or for extinct blologleel
speclos? 0O, to come hack to Gajéfan, 1 1t not unhistorleal
to attribute to Aqulnas'! argumants from reason a rigor that

at lemst sometlnes they do nob possess? In a word I do not
thitk thaet the author hiy xmezpsdimg evalunted the significance
oflAqulnas' views on natural desire.

In conlcuslion, the work handles admiraebly 1ts maln
lgsue; Lt ls a valuahle fund of information on aubgliiary
igsues, and this fund is mads avallable by an lndex; there
is also a large bLibllography; unfortunately, aceording to s
detestadle habit of publishers, the foot-notes are5coﬁaigﬁed'
in a lunp to the end of the hook, |

Bernard J. Fy Lonergan, Jeds

College of Christ the King, Toronto
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