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MT R Doctrines (1)
(410) Chapter Twelve: Doctrines:

» Introd: 6th func. spec. is doctrines,
a8, Shall speak of: varieties of doctrines, their functs, their veriations, of
diff of consc & ongoing discovery of mind w consequent ongoing contexte, of @&
devlpmt, perman, & historicity of dogma, cultural pluralism & unity of faith &
& of autonomy of func. sp. nemed doctrines., 3
1, Varieties:
e First step: disting. primary sources, chrch doctrs, theologicel doctrs,
meth, doctrn, & applic. of a meth, doctr tht results in a f, sp named
docs,
1, Common te all: taught.
2, Differ: teachers diff. in authority.
In prim~ry sources: distinct. between doctr. of original message (e.qg.
I Caor 15; 3ff & Gal 1; 6ff) & doctrs. about doctr.
1, Doctrs about doctr: from stages in proclam & applic. of message:
(411) a. Thus, revel th.ough propets & thru Son (Heb I; 1.2). -
b. Chch decree in which decision of Xns same as Holy Sp. (Act 15, 28).}
c., Apost. trads: Iren, Tert, Origen. 3
d. Inspir. of canonic escrips w more accessibl criterio when canon
formed & hermen. principles explained,
5""“”"“7 b. Church doctrs:
1. Antecedents both in New T confessions & in decis of assembled Xns
which coincides w decis of Holy Sp (Aect 15, 28), Not simple reaff,
(412) of scip or trad. Though see Pope Steph: "...._nihil innovetur nisi
guod traditum est....”™ (DS 110), new quests did arise.
a. Why new quests? Sections on variations of doctrs & diff of consc
will give some answer. But see, eg., Denziger's Ench, Symbel, to
) observe how ea is prod of pl & tim, how ea meets quests of day,
3r44, ¢, Theol. doctrs:
1, Etymol. theolgy means discourse about God, In Xn context, person's
reflects. an revel given in & by Xt J.
a. Patrist period: mainly specif quest currently veniilated; towards
end Jn Damascene's De_fide orthodoxas
b. Med, schools: theolgy became methodical, collabar., ongoing.
1. Research & caassif: in bks of sents,
2. Interp. in comments, on 0ld & New T, & eminent writers,
J, Systematic thelgy sought order:
(413) a. It began perhaps w, Sic et non of Abel. 158 props proved &
- disproved by serip, trad, reason.
: 1., Ngn_became Videtur gd non of the gueestio; sic became Sed
: contra est. Princips. for solutiom or reconcil; finally
'E‘ princs applied. Solution to endless quests required syst,
view, thus Arist.
9’1a7 d., Methodological Problems: end of 13th cent in controv of Augs. & Arists.;
then opposit., of Thomists & 5cots; Caths., & Prots; Jesuits & Doms; Prots
among themselves.
1. Needed solution: tos meet head basic issues in phil by a radical theonl,
method, expressed in J quests: What is one doing...., Why is that...
What does one know...
a. Nec. but not enough: also must ask what one is doing when one is deing
theolgy, Answer must envisage Xn encounter w Gd & historicity of Xn
(414) witness, diversity of cult, & diff of consc.
1. Methodgy reflecdts on theolgy & theols just as theolgy reflects on
revel & chch doctrs. Tho method xmifusksxsmxxexz must mention 7 .
revel & ch doctrs, does not attempt to determine content, Attempts W
to determine how theolgs shd operate. - 3
burhes up *o
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MT (Chap, nglde. Doctrines, p., 2)

.+ 8« 5th variety of doctrs: ones meant in title of chap. There are theol doctrd
. reached by method that distinquishes f. sps. & use the f. sp, founda-

tions, to select doctrs from amom the multiple choices presented b
the f sp, dialectic,

2., Functions:

a. Funcs of meaning: have distinguished comm, eff, const, cogn, In lecture
on Religion, spoke of inner gr & outer wrd from Xt. Because of source,
(415) wrd is doctr, Because source is one, doctr will be common doctr. which
fulfill comm, eff, const, cogn funcs proper to meaning.
h. Is eff: counsels & disaades,
| 2. Is cogn: telss whence, whither, how,
8. Is const.of community: doctr is set of means. & vals commonly accptd.
4. Is comm: from Xt to Aposts, to their succesors, etc,
b. Normative func of doctrs:
1. The 3 convers, may be lacking, Lack of convers. can be conscious, or
not apprehended.
a. Persons sociologically Cath or Prts.
1. Language of grp taken; it is devaluated, thus also doctr. :
(416) Terms, doctrs., & conclusions are victims., This is authenticisy.|§
_ It cn become a trad. Unauth., trad brken by authentic Xns. '
2. Result of discriminations of fal specs fmdakximrxx& dialectics & fnd-
tions is fal spec doctrines based on the 3 conversions.
a, Normativeness derived from 2 previous specs: dialectic & fndations.j§
l. Normativeness results from a duterm method,
2. Normativeness distinct from thesgimmx theologs.
3. Normative. dist, from & dependent on the normativness of refel,
scrip. or chch doctr.

¢ aniva sargs vioes- B

(4r7) 3, Variations
a. Adaptation of Gosp. to be preached (Mt 28, 19} acc. to variety of human
spcial arrangements, cultures, mentalities,
(a18) 1. Xn doctr. introduced within culture in its developmt will exploit
resources of culture {e.g. of Son & Sp. as angels in Judaic Xty).
2. Not only missionary must conceive cult. as various. Contemp notion
(419} of culture is empirical; vs. classicist view, Classicism claimed to
be universalist in wrks of art, phil, laws & structs. 3
a, Classicist is no% pluralist. Convinced circumstances are accidental(l
& beyond accidents there is stable, fised, immutable substance. L
1, Knowledge of species is know of many instances. Ture of human
species & one faith th ru Xt & one charity thru Holy Sp. i
Therefore, no diversity in the one doctr; merely in its diverse B
dresses, o
b, Later will find doctrs named dogma permanent, but conclusion do not rest W
upon classicist assumptions, i
1. We are not relativists, therefore somethinn substantiasl. Not it eter- &%
nally valid propositions, but open struct of human spirit, in the Y
ever immanent ' operative tho unexpressed transc precepts: Be att, be g
int, be reas, be resp, ]
a. There is cumulative development; classicism itself was an example
of such a cumulative development,
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Daoctrines (3)

WBEDOCTRINES

&, Differentiations ef cenaciousness

How is that divelopments are possible?
. Because of the differentiution ef censcisusness.
1) Thef infent lives in a world of immediacy,
The child meves inte a werld mediated by meaning.
The adult never deubts that the real world is mediated hy meaning, buf he mignt net
be able to objectify the criteris by which he knews reality.

2) Different worlds mediated by neaning accerding te different develomments ef human
intelligence.

- The world mediated by commen sense mesning (the immediate, the concrete, the partlcqu)

Different brands of commen sense,

3) God's gift of his love gives human living an erientatien to what 1s transcendent in

levableness,
4) Symbols, arts, literature exnress human knewing and feelings.
: 5) Systematlc meaning aima at an exnlanatory va of thlB or that realm of experience.

6) Pest-systematic literature (Commensense mcde of thought influenced bty systematic

views in legic, science, philosovhy).

_TJ-Method: the transpesition of systematic meaning frem a static to a dyn-mic gentext.

'_8) Scholarship aims at ceming to understand the cemmon sense ef another pluce and time,
9) Development of post-scientific and pest-scholarly literature.

: 10} Expleratien ef interierity (to idant{fie one's censcisus and intentionai acts and

- their dynamic interrelations)
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Dootrines (¥ )

§. The Onsping Discovery of Mind: Part One
(425) Differentiation of human censciousness lesds to successive dtages in cultural
development.

+ earlier stage cunnot foresee later

~ This helpful in understanding development of dectrines insefar as these
are meaningful in contexts, and the engeing dimcovery of mind changes
the contexts., Dectrines retain meaning within a new centext only by
being recast. |

- (426)  Series of Develoments:

1. Reinterpretation of Symbelic Apprehenajcn

1) Symbolic appreh. of man snd world exnressed in wyth, saga, legend, nagic,
cosmogony, apocalgpse, typelegy. Sources in fact that prephiloserhic and
prescientific thought cannot evolve & exoreass verbal, notional & real distinctiioﬂ 1
ner can it distinguish between legitimate and illsgimats uses of constitutive
& effective functions of mesning.

2) Symbelic censtructicns not untrue; later notion of truth net yet developed.

- Hebrew notion of truth ss fidelity
- Greek notion as aleitheia: what is conspicuous, uncencealed

3) Symbolic apprehension rejected false & approximated truth by reinterpreting
symbolic constructions, using same waterial and giving new answers to the
same questions through additions, eliminations, resrrangements.

(427} - 0.7. used neigbhoring pedples' traditiens but in story of crestion and
| laat day ommitted primeval battle of gods, divine begetting of kings .

& elected peeple; no culi of stars & sexuslity; no sacraligzing of nnture.;;?:;ﬁ

~ N.T. uged symbolic representations of late Jewry & Hellsnic Gnosticism, .-

but when these latter could net be subordinated te Christisn purpese

they wers criticized & rejected {ef. X. Froer, Biblische Hermeneutik)

2, Pnilesophic Purification of Biblical Anthronemerphism

1)} Xenophenes' reumurk on men making gods in their own image. Beginnings of long
 effort to conceive God on anelogy ef spirit and not of metter.
2) Clement of Alexandria: urged Christians te sbstain frem anthrepsmorphic con

ceptions of God even when thsase were found in the Bible,
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Dectrines (S )

{428) 3, Qggasiensl Use of Systematic Meaning

1) Greek Councils began mevement to employ systematic meaning in church dectrine.
~ Athanasiug' "eadem de Fille quae de Patre dicuntur excepte Fatris nemine"
- licea's consubstantiality going beyend NT termineology
(429) _ -~ Chalceden's distinction in second paragraph ef decree between nature and
person. This distinction can eccur, however, in different centexts:
2) Series ef contexts:

~ Logical context conce.mns propositions

- a8 with "censubstantial" in Nicea
- later Christelogical doctrine of cemmunicatie idiematum
(430) - Incipient Metaohysical centext. Byzantine theologlans about 75 years after

Bhalcedon asking if one of the natures was personless. Enhyvestasia and
anhypestasia (cf. Evans, Ledniius of Byzantium, An Origenist Christolofy)

- Pull Metaphvsical Context distinguishes verbal, netional, real distinctions;
| major and minor real distinctions; divides miner real distinctions inte
drdinary and analogical instance found in Incarnmation. Here ens secks
| imperfect but fruitful understanding of mystexy (Vat. I).
4, Systematic Theological Doctrine: The fully metaphysical context emerges enly in

& late and fully selfwconscious Schelasticiam, whose fundamental intention and
gtyle was a thorough-going effort to attin a coherent & orderly asaimilatien of
the Christian fraditien.
1)Enermens differences between Anselm & Aquinas due te century & s half ef labors
te agsemble & classify dats, understanding them in cemmeniaries, digest them
by proper questions & answers, & assure coherence by orderly solutiens based on
_ Aristotelian corpua as subgtructurs,

(4%1) . :" 2) Greater part of this worlz resembles lMedieval anticinations of modern science.
Pransition from implieit to explicit was really transition from lesser %o a
fuller differentintion of censciousness, That consc. had been differentisted
by a common sense, by religien, by an artistic & literary culture, & by alight
dose of sratematic meaning in Greek Councils. In medieval neried strong dese
of gystematic meaving: terms defined, nroblems solved, what had been lived and
spoken of in one way now became object of reflax theught thet reerganirzed, core
related and explained.

~ Peter Lombard & develoment of notien "Sacrgment!
- From Avsustine affirastion of grace snd 1ihérity (what was grace and
what taa liberity?). About 1230 Thilip the Chancellor's diastinetion éf

(a32) o two entitetivaly disporportienate orders: grece above nature,'charity'
nbove humen good will, faith ubove reason, merit from God aheve fellow




(433)

(434)
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Doctrines ( b )

men'e egtination. Thia distinciion mpde it possihle £y (l) diacuss nature

of grace without discuszing liberity,(E) digcuss liberity witiaut discussing

grace, (3} work out relatiens of graze & 1iberity.
3)Snme regarvetiong on medieval theel. develorment:

23Th is mnerceded todwy: middle sgss needed syatematic gubatmicture & rightly

turned to Aristotle. Z2ut emsrgence of syatomatic meaning in Ariatetle:
- did net anticipate a2 nethod ewvisaging an enreing successien of systens
~ nor the emergence of a FPhilologsie vwhose ain wag historicel reconstruction

of the constructions of mankind
~ nor the later ideal of philesephy as at ence critical & historically
nminded, cuttinr to roots of philosephic disputes and greunding a view

that embraced differentiations of humen conscisusness & epecha of histary

b)Certain defects in Aristotle have becons manifest: (1) ideal of science in
| necessity,(?) blurring of difference between coumon nemeas developed by
common sense snd fechnical terms in exnlanatery sciesncga,
Both of these defects magnifisd in 14th & 15th cent. Scholasticiem:(1}
excessively riporous ideal of ac led to skepticism and deczdence,(2) blurred

diatinction between common names and technical terms led to varbalism

5. Church Doctrine devendent on Syrtematic Theologicdl Dectrine (distinct hut related Jli -

1) They pertain to different contexts:
a)Contexts have different mrposes:
— Chwuypeh dect. are content of chruch's witness o Christ, they exﬁress a sat
of mesnings & values informing individual & collective Xtian living
+ theol. doct. are vart of academic discipline, cencerned to understand &
¥now Atian fewe tradition & further its develoment.
h) Unequal extent of centextws:
-~ Theology handles many questions not in church doctrines
=~ Diverse theologians belong to same church
- In Roman Catholicism relation of theel scheels to church dectrine carefully i
mapped out in "theological notes"
2)Yat contexts are related: from middle ages to Vat. IT doctrines of Catholic
church deriving from theology a precision, conciseness, precision net feund
in earlier times.
R) Heaning of doctrine not, hovever, systemetic but commonly postysystematic
Jo one camnet infer what church doctrine must mean from one's theol ¥mowl,
although any exact interpretaiion presupposes a imovl of theol and stylus

guriae

1) Tesort to emscarch & cxegesis to Ymow what church dectrines really do mean
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: | | Doctrines ()

(435). _ 3} The legitimacy of this influence of theology on church doctrines is a quastion
N of theelegy und not methodology, Methed can veint te the different contexts
in which the questions arese:

(1) Prior to emergence of historical mindedness ene had alternatives of
anachronisn (amtribute to Bible & Fathers what schelastics discovered)

or archaism {(any doctrine not explicit in scripture er fathers wus a

cerruption).

(2) As historical knowl increased, variscus theories of develoment, more

or less successful, were worked out & applied.

(3) Third option contenés there can be many kinds of develoments, to lmow

| them one nust study cencrete hist processes while, to kmow their
legiticmacy, one has to turn to evaluktional history & assign them

their place in the dialectic of the presence & absence of intell,

meral, & religious conversion.
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Doctrines (11)

R T T T Sl e A |

Daoctrines (B)

6. Ongoing Context 436

The canon of the New Testament then is the material context of

. Aot Sl

each of the books of the New Testament. The formal context is reached

through investigatioh, by an accumulation of insights constituting

@ viewpoint. "Ongoing context arises when a succession of texts ex-

press the mind of a single historical community! Ongoing congext (I%)

can be divided into prior and gsubsequent stasges, and this may be

illustrated by considering the non-scriptural term introduced at

Nicea. There emerges the ongoing context of church doctrines after

437.6that,. "It does state what resulted from Nicea and what came in fact

the context within which Nicea was to be understood". One ongoing

I e e e

context may be related to another in terms of derivation and inter-

action., Thus, the angoing context that runs from Nicea to the 3rd

council of constantinople derives from the doctrines of the first

————

I
;
{
b
H
3
4

three centuries but diffexs in its pdst systematic mode of expression,

Again, the ongoing process can alsoc be dialectical, distinguish

difar
between opposition in church and theplogical doctrines, ﬂéhiﬂi

on

the latter, agree on the former, Interscting contexis are represented
by the contexti of theological and church doctrines fram the mediegal

perind up to vatican II, in their interaction,

Xh
7. IThe Ongoing Discovery af Mind: Part Two.

The Medieval synthesis set up a unified world view but did not

envisage the possibility that "unified world-views are subject to
notable changes". Novel scientific treditions stemming from Coper-

nicus, Newion, Darwin, Freud, Heisenberg have assaulted the earlier

traditional Christian world visw., de Chardin recognised the

Christian's nesd for such a unified world view. The old notion of

science as necessgary knowledge had given way to science as probahle.

Early 19th century Philplogie set itself the goal of reconstructing

the constructions of mankind and it has moved from classical studies

into the fields of biblical, patristic and medieval studies. It involves




Doctrines (9)

jarge scasle collaboration which relocates the dogmatic theologigan in

a teanm.
440,95

The modern generalized empirical science unlike that of Aristotle

has to deal with the date of consciousness and the three basic questions,
441 of cognitional theory, epistemology and metaphysics., The shift to

interoirity came in various manners from Descartes and Kant but was

followed by a shifr from kaowledge to faith, will and Conscimusn "

The fourth level of intenticnal consciousness sublates the preceding

levels. The old claim to the autonomy of speculative intellect has

been replaced by a science that is under the guidapce of method and

442 the appropriate method is selected by a decision., Such is a summary
indicatipn of 2 series of fundamental changes that have caome about in

the last 4% centuries which have modified man's image of himself in @I.':

his world, conception of science, ki® history and conception of history,
philosaphy end conception of philesophy. The three basic differentiat-
ions of consciousness involved are beyond the horizon of ancient Greece

and medieval furope,

442.9 Mode#p science is one thing, extra scientific opinkons another. Deter-

minism excluded human freedom and responsibility. Modern history is

443
one thing and the philosophic assumptions of histarians antoeher,

=, Gademer has examined the assumptions of Schleiermacher, Ranke, Droysen and;
P Dilthey. Kurt Fr8r has cutlined the influence of positivism on historians
of the late 19th century. Barth and Bultmen reacted against the pene~

443 stratiun of historicimé into biblical studies. Both acknowledged the

need for moral and religious conversion in one's study of the bible,
Bul tmann divides biblical study into the scientific thet is independent
of the religious, and the religious., In both Barth and Bultmann there
G is need for intellectual as well as religious conversion, to remedy
Barths fideism and Bultman's secularist notion of exegesis. That

S 444,6conversion has to be related to the issue of method.

8. The Develppment of Doctrines

( o




445,5
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Doctfines {10)

Doctrines develop not in & simple manner but in accordance with the
intelligibility immanent in the histprical process. One cluster of
manners in which doctrines develop I have named the ongoing discovery

of mind, There is the movement from symbol %o systematics, method.

Again, the development can be dialectical, the truth is discovered
because a contrary error has been asserted. Doctrines are constitutive
of the Chiistian community, can unite or disrupt and develop in a
concrete historical situation which it is well to understand., Finally,
as well as the doctrines of the councils there are "gultic" doctrines,
the Imaculate Conception and so on., Is not human psychology and
the refinement of human feelings the area to explore in coming to

understand the development of Maries doctirines,




R . Lo . - . Y : . R . . R " — Sﬁ ‘ﬁﬁ;‘v s
T T R W B k€ v, b a1+ 4 A 0 14 i A AR S b R P 378 R sk T s 2! i i G

: Doctrines (11}
DOCTRINES

9, The permanence of Dormag

T The parmanence of the memning of deana: was tanrht in Vatican T (Qﬁi_fillii’ lart Jaras
‘ graph of the lsgt chapter + canon).

The chapter was against ratienalism, The council distinpuished:

ﬁl) The nutural llght of ragsen: tha renpe of its ablect (0d and sens revealed truths

are included)

{2) By faith we tmlieve what Ged has revesled, becense of the suthority of Ged.

Ameng the principal ebjects of faith are the mysteries hidden in Ged,

(3) Reagen illuminated by faith csen reach some fruitful understanding of the pysteries

(analagy!) » Such nnderatanding semms to be prgised in fhe famous quetatian frem Vincent

ef Lerins,

(4) Reasen overating bevend its cempetence.

Since the doctrine ef fsith has not bean nrepeded as scme sert ef philesevhic Jiscovery
to be perfected by humen talent, there is to be ne departure from the mesning declared
by the church {degmas) under #he pretext of seme profonnder understanging.

The degmas, from ¥ whose ﬁeaning there is ne departure,aeems ta refer te the church's
declarations of revealed wysteries, not just df revealed ¥tk truths. In fact only the
mysteries transcend the intelligence of hunan mind, and therefore stand beyeni the status

of the preducts of human history,

Note: Permanenca/f attaches to the meanine, not te the formula.
~ Moreover: better to speak of the permanence ef the meaning of dogmas rather than
of the imdutebility of the same meaniny (better understanding is desired!)

Two greunds for offirming the permanence of the meanins of revealed mysteries:

F,qn' {a) Causu cognescendi: the mesning that a truth peésesses in its ¢wn ceniext can never

be denied truthfully: FxeERronpELGEREEIYIEExDdE Mo crt oo
biptReysaorsraedt  (b) Cansa essendi: The meaning of 2 dogma is net a datum, but a truth

@ g

| (through which s ffixtexy mystery is revealed), Man cannet have the evidence that weuld
E engble him to substitute scpp other meaning.
|

@
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Dactrines {12)

10, The Histericity of Dogmas

The Constitutien Del Filiug was occasiened vy
- traditienslists,

- semi-ratienalists (Glinther, Frohschummer), who were concernéd with hhe histericity
of church dectrines. Vatican I selected gne aspect of their views that was unecceptable,
but did net deal with the unde,'rlying issue of the historicity of degmas.

Can the dectrine of Vatican I on the permanence of the meaning of degmas be reconciled

with the histericity of man's thought and action?

Such histericity follews from the fact that human concap¢aﬁ, theories, affirmations, actiong
are expressions of human undezstanding, which devefpa over time, ocumulptively, and dif=

ferently in different 1laces and times,

Distinguish:
~ Fuller understanding of data lesds to the rejectien of previous theeries,

~ Fuller understanding of & truth: the ssme truth is mpere fylly understeed (e.g. 242),

Degmas are permanent in their mesning: a better understanding is_of the (game) revesled
truth and not of senething else. '

This im not opposed to the historicity of the degmas. For dogmas are atatements, Gtatementis
hagve meaning only within their centexts, which are ongeing and multiple. New, truths can

be revesled, defined, understoed, preached in different contexts (different differentiatiens
of conaciousness).

i
What is opposed to the histericity of the dogme is, net the permanence of thﬁr meaning,

‘but the classicist agsumpbion of one, universal, permanent culture,
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Doctrines {13)

11. Pluralism and the Unity of Faith.

There are 3 sources of pluralism, First, linguistic, social and cultural
{455) di fferences give rise to different brands of common sense, Secondly, con-
sciousness may be undiflerentinted or it may be differentinted to deal ex-
pertly with some combination of such different renlms as common sense,
ronscendence, becuty, system, method, scholarship and philosophic interiorit y,
hirdly, in any individusl ot any given time there may bxist the abstract
possibility, or the beginuings, or grecter or less progress, or high develop-
ment of intellectunl, moral or religious converabjn,

Two ways of conceiving the unity of faith. On classicist sssumptions

(456) there is just one culture not attained by the simple fothful., Careers, how-
ever nre possible, e.g. one begi.s by lewurning Latin and Greek; one studies
scholatiicphilosophy and theology, etc.

Such classicism was never more than the shabby shell of Catholicism,
The real root and ground of unity is being in love with God. The accepiance
of this pgift of love constitutes religious coaversion .nd leeds to moral rnd
even intellectunl counversion,

Further, religious couversion, if it is Christian, is not just a state
of mind ond heisrt, Esseutial to it is the intersubjective com)onent. Besides
the gift of the 5p irit within, there is the outward encounter with Christian
witness,

Thirdly, the function of church doctrine lies within the funetion of
Christinn witness. Tor the witness is to the mysteries revealed by God and
for Batholics, infcllibly declared by the church, The contexts, however, in
which such meanings are grasped vory as do their modes of expression.

(457) Such variation is fumiliar to us from the past, Aceording to Vetican 11
revelation occurred not through words wlone but through words and deeds. 'The
apostolic preaching wos addressed not only to Jews is their thought Forms but
also to Greeks. Scripture spoke more to the heart, the Christological councils
to the mind, Scholastic theology in its precasting of Christian belief in an
Aristotelian mould deserted neither revelotion nor the councila. And ifﬁ,ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ

modern theologizns were to transpose medievel theory into the categories on interiority

they would be doiug for our sge what the greater Scholastices did for theirs,
In the past there has existed a notable pluric ism of expression. Classicist
| jnsistences nre disa pearing and a pluraism of mpnners, etec. is emerging. One

€ must preach to every class in the appropriate mode,

i In general such presching will be to a consciousness thet isl little dif-

Ku;a ferentiated, The precching will have to be as multiform as cultuegs, ete,

The preacher will also have to keep in mijd th:t vhen counscio sness is only

slightly dirferentinted, eoming to know does not occur apart from acting.
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Doctrines (14)

(458) : Further, an exact grasp of another's mentality is possible only if one

: " attains the same dilferentintion and lack of differentintion, For ench dif-
férventiation involvea a certain remodelling of common sense, One's initial com—
mon sense is purged of its simplifications, metahors, ete, With the attainment

of full differentiati n common sense is confined entirely to its proper real of
the immedinte, the concrete.

(459) However, there are many routes to # full ettainment and many varieties of
partiel attainment, Preaching the Gospel to all means preaching it in the man-
ner appropriate to e%ggtgglthe varieties of partial attoimment and, no less, to
full atteinment, Thepsygtematic exigence required Ctsgant of Alexandria to deny
the literal quality of scriptural anthropomorphisms. ,Systemetic meaning re-
quired of Medieval Schola:ticism thot it seek g coherent account of all the truths
of fnith ond resson, Contemporary schola%}gh its exipgence required of Vatican II

to decree that the interpreter of Seripture determine the meuning intended by
biblical writers by understonding liter:ry conventions, etc.
The church, then, folliwng the exaple of Paul becones nll thinrs to cll men,
It commnicetes revelati n in the appropricte manners cnd in accord with the almost
endless breonds of common sense,
| Still, becoming all to nll, even though it involves no more than a pluralism

Giéé) of communications none the less is not without its difficulties, It requires de-
velopment in those that teath and govern, It must cope with those with no tnste
for scholarship vnd its devices and with those who oppose the systematic on the

grounds thet it is better to feel compunction than to define it.
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. " (460) Such difficulties suggest certain rules, First, appropriate modes of come
o minicating revealed truth to ev ery brand of common sense and to every

e differentiatiation of consci usness must be sought, Seceod, fatih, of it#
self doesnot demand differentiation of coonsdtsusmess, Faith does not oblige
one to refrain from attaining ever more differentiateé consciousness, Fourth,
anyone may strive to express his faith in the manner appropriate to his dif-
ferentistion 8@ consciosness . TFifth, noff one should judge what he does not

understand or try to judge a diffementiation of consciousness he does not
possess

(461) Such pluralism will have litbtle appeal to persons with a propensity to over-
simplification, The real meance, however; lies is he absence of intellectnal
moral or religious conversion, It is especially perilous in three manners:
Pirst, when the absence occurs in church officials or temchers, Second, viben
there is a movement forward from classicism as at. present, Third, when system

or nethod or scholarship or interiority are so extolled as to block advances
in the others,

12, THE AUTONGMY OF THEQLOGY,

What Rahner refers to as Denzingertheologie, the late: Pierre Charles
(462) of Louvain named Christian positivism, Por this positivism the finetion of
the theologian is to be that of a propagandist for church doctrines, This
theologian sim ply repeats, explains, makes no contribution of his own ad
hence has no claim to any autonomy,

Now theology is not a source of revelation nor an isepised-—e addition
to lnspired seripture nor an aubhorlty that promilgates church doctrines,
Kls0o a Christilsn theologian should be an mithentic buman being and an
authentic Clristian amd so will be second to none in his acceptance of re-
velatidn and church doetrine, ¥Yet, this does not mean that th theologian
is to be simply a parrot,

Now the history of theology makes clear that theologiane treatmany

matter s which church doctrines do not treat and that they have been the

first to propuud theological doctrines thet, particularly in the Catholic

cmrch, provided the background of subsequent church couneils, So it is

that in our chapter on Functional Specialties we drew a distinction between
religion and reflection on religion, identified such rflectirn with theology, -
and founhd theology sc highly specialized that over and above field apecialization
and subject specialization we disthguished eight functional specialties,

Thus, the theologian has a specific contriuntion to make and posasesses
as a consequence a certah autonomy, Moreover, in our mresent account of
method a criterioh has been worked out to guide tk heologian in his exescise
of autonomy, For dialectic assembles, analyzes, etc, the caflicting views :
of evaluators, historiana, interpreters, researchers, Foundations determines which @
views are the positions that proceed from he presence off th conversions and the i
counterpositions that .reveal the absence of itk conversions

(463) As autonomy calls for a creterion, so too it# demands responsibility,
Theologiahs should keep their own houses in order in wview of their influence
on the falthflul and the influnence theological doctrine may exert on c¢hurch
dootrine, It will be helpful for them teo turn their thaughts %o the topic
of met"od and to adopt the best available,

oug t ope endan ers the authorty of church offical
if one agﬁgow?[eages %a%h%heo ogians ave a contribut'zog of thelr ow%ctousmke




R e A e b T b B DL S O B 3 - B S PR Sl I N e et Wt T i, N T I ST P

:fi Doctrines (16)

e . * that they possess a certain autonomy, that they have et their disposal a strictly
- theological eriterion, and that they have grave responsibilities, that will all
S the more eeffectively be fulfilled by adopting some method and working gradually
towards improving it,

(464) Moreover, the authority of clurch officials has nething to lose and much to
gain from the proposal, Clearly historical fact indicates that theology has a
contribution to make, It is beneficial to recognize autonomy and t¥f/ the
responsibility it implies, Fpr responsibility leads to methed, and method if
effective makes pakice work superfluous,

There is a further aspect, Though a Roman Catholie with quite conservatlve
views on religious and emrch dootrines, I have written & chapter on doctrines
without subseribing to any but the deoetrine about dctrine set forth in the first
Vatlican Council, This was deliberate, My purpose has been ecumenical, I
desire it to be as simple &s possible far theologians of different allegiance %o
adapt my method to their uses,

Finally, & distinction beiween dogmatic theology and dootrinal theology should
be made, Dogmatic theology is classlcist,,. In contrast, doctrinal theology
is historically-minded, It knows that the meaning of propositions becomes de=
terminate thourhg contexts, that context vary, ete, Consequently it dig=
tinguishes hetween the rel igious apprehension of a doctrine and its theologi~

Ly A ;‘) cal apprehension, The religious apprehension is through context of One's own
common sense, evolving culture, state of differentiatibn of ensci usness and de-
gree of conversion, In contrast, the theological apprehension of doctrines is
historical and dialectical, It is historicsl as grasping the diffe.ent conk
texts in which the same doctrine was expressed, It is dialectéal as discerning
various positions andl counterpositions,
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