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“Functional Specialties 1

To conceive theology in terms of method 1s to concelve 1t as s
pattern of related and recurrent operations proseeding cumlatively
and progressively towards an ideal goal

However modern theolory 1§ highly speclallsed - mo one knows all

of 1t » and go it has to be concelved as & pattern of normative patterns
of related and recurrent operations ...

Three types of gpecialization

Flald spec divides the data to be Investlgated
Scripture Patristic Medieval Renaassence & Reform Enlightenment Modern
Bible =~ OT NI - Law Prophets Writlngs =

Subject divides results to be taught

epartments subjects courses bild theol
Semitlc languagzes Hebrew history Religionsg of Ancient Near East xtian/\

Panciional specialization dlstinguishes stages In process from
data to results

At each stage there ia a different pattern of relsted and recurrect
operations applied to results of preceding s tage

Textual criticism - whal was wrltten

Exegesls, monographs - whet was meant

History - what happened, what was going forward

Need not be different speciallsts = but must do different things
on different stages of process

Experimental physiclst « cyclotron
Theoretical = what experlements worth trylug = how interpret resultu

Fanctional specialtles ars Intrinslically related to one another;
each succoessive stage presupposes the reults of the prsceding and
complementes them briging them that mush closer to end goal

greatest methodological interest
divides and olarlflies process fromdata to resulis = pravents
confusion of methods

links fileld spec with subject apec
thereby overcomes endl~gs diversglty dlsconnectedness of fleld speo

An Bightfold Diviglon

regearch : bagls implications of division later
interpretation

history first genersl sketch 8f what lz mesnt
dialectliec

foundations

doctrineg

8ystematica

commnlcations
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Grounda of the Division

Where does this 1ist of elght come from
What are the pri ciples to be invoked in working things out more
exactly, in delimiting further and clarifying functions and relatlions

A posteriori: textual criticism, exegesls, history, apologeties,
fundamentsal theology, dogmatic theolory, systematic theology, pastoral theol
But thls set up hag not been working too well =~ does not cover whole

fleld « ragged edges, little deter-inateness, rough relatedness

Apriorl: theology moves in two phaaes
listem to word =~ bear witness
Wort = Antwort
lectio divina, quaestio
assinilate tradition = hand it on
encounter past -~ take stand towards fubure
in orgtions obliqua « in oratione recta

Four levels of intentionsal comsclousness pursne four cummlatlve
go als d one
what are data = how undsrstand them - what ix are the facts - what to be
everyday co.sciousnesa pursues all four without too sharp a
distinction
speclalization uses all four in pursuit first of first end, then
in pursuit of gsecond, then in pursult of third, then In pursuit of fourth
textual critic uses sxperience understandlng judgement methed to
determine just what the d ata really are
exegete uses exp urd jud meth to determine how they are to be underst

Combine two phases with four levels = eightfold division

dialectle delliberation g foundations
history Judgement doctrines
iInterpretation understanding systematics
research experience comminications

regearchk = data of Xtlan message and Xtlan tradition =~ what were they
interpretaticn =~ not just gl en = convey & meaning~ as-in human sc

history « meaning conveyed through various channels viclasitudes -
fugt whai happened

different selections of data = scripture and tradition = sola scriptura
different interpretationsg

diffrenet higtorles

different witness es Ct

dialectic = encounter with the religious situation now, In past..

Intercalate = at least here = religlous svent « converslon

foundationa « objectify conversion In a horizon
doctrines - from data interpretation history dialectic foundations

gystematiocs = clarify explaln doctrines
commnications - transpose to other minda - relate to other dleciplines l
media

( - - ) o __,

LA




The Need for the Division

1. Already exists in gome form = research exegesis hlstory of religions
dogmag theology church = apoloret cs fundamental dosaic systematic pestoral

2, Differences that exlst are understood and ordered in light of
two phaseg and four le:els

& Need not just convenlence -- fielld divisions because too much matter -
articles books multiplying so rapidly, Paul too mich for one specialiat
subjact specialization - su ject growing = too much for one prof

Need arises from specifically differsent tasks - Lext critieclam is
quite dlfferent get of operalons from exegeslis etc

Different ends pursued by different means, different means employed
in accord with ruleas that lead to dlfferent ends

One camnnot arrive at methodlcal x rules without distinguishing the
weparate tasks and wlthout keeping them separate

b The dlfferent t asks exlst = once theology reaches a certain stage
of development, the two phases separate =~ positive and dogmatle, scholastlic
further the two phases split up Intoe the four functions

1} Need to curb totallitarian ambltions »+Q“'A

}}tjgi.\"-"
d Need %o curb excesslve demands
a theologlan i3 do'ng qaite well if ho can make a sirnifi ant
contribution to any sectl n of elither phage
without the dlstinctions, his systomat cs wll be judged by crlteria
of dogmatica = his dogmetlca by cr teria of hilstory - hls hlatory
be faulted because not exclusively devVoted to acripture etec ete

The Dynamlc Unity

Unity of subject in process of develophent ls not static but dynamie

Not stati€:; flixed sharp meanings of all terms =~ clearly enunciated
and definl tively eskablished principles = rigorous deductions

Dynanmics unity of a process =- a development 1a from uniifferentiated
or less dlfferentliated = through differentiatlon and specialization --
to Integration of specialtles

initlally: just Xtian religlcn = no distinction between rlg & theol-
of some importance to understand the orlgln and nature of that distinction

Principal part of humen living i1s meaning == not dreamless aleep,
not coma, but awake, Intending, speaking, dolng

Principal part of any human movement 1s common meaning: hence
the more the movemen: spreads, the lonrer it lasts,
the more 1s it forced to reflect on its common m-aning
to dlstinguish it from other meanings
toguard it against aberratlions
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only the dogmea - only systematica - only scripture =~ e%oﬁgdkx PR
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A8 rivals come and go

a8 circumstances and problems change

&3 lsgsuoes are driven back to thalr presupposltions

and decislions to thelr ultimate conseq: snces 8ys ten
there emerges what Georg Simmel has called die Wenduhg zur Ides, shift toward

political social artistic literary scientific phllosophlc movementa

NT apostoliio PP, apologlsts, teachers Ale x Antloch, Nicaea Chalcedon
Byzantine Scholagticsm « Medieval Scholasticlam

Is not academic theology just culbtural superstructure alien to religion ¥

There can be good theology snd bad theclogy == bad 1s distinct and alien -
sood 1s quite distinct from religion tut rela ted to it, in symblosls

of mtual influence, rlg living grounding theology and thsology 1lluml-
nating religlous living

good of one time 1s not good of ancther

good for one person not good for another

differ ntiation of relglon and theology can be apprehe-ded adequately
only by differentiated oonsciousness -= worlds of common sense, theory,
Interiorlty, prayer

where oonsciousness not differentieted - theology lncomprehensible

whore consclousnsgs highly cultured, childlike =pprehension of relligion
soon appears childlsh =either religlon cast off or theology learnt

-

Differentiation of theology and religion oceura only for retura -
mhiismeighth functional specialty 1s ocommunications
Toynbee: withdrawal and return

Differentiation within theology itself

| 2 phases: lectio, quaestio; sentences, scommentary; scholastlc, poaltive;
dogmatic, biblical theologys split - Ar loglc statlic; mod se¢ dynamic
continmity of Xtian thought needs thelr interactlon =~ else bibllcal
archalgm - and dogpmatic without gcriptural foundation
interaction supposes functional parts within larger whole
hence, Tunctional speclalties are not eight theologles = there 1ls juast
one that through its speclalists researches, interprets, narrates
what happened, sorts out dlalectical oppostlions, warks off foundations, &e.

unity of firat phase
Pfour speclalties stand to one another not as premlisses to conclusions,
of partlcular to universal, or any similar logical connection
but are four successive partial objecta cumulatively built up
in yer fuller responsge to botal moving objects the Body of Xt

structure ls egsentially open = experlence to further data =
undergtanding to greater penetration = Judgement to more detailed
information, more nuanced pronouncements, more adequate perspscilives
dialectic to ellm of mistaken issues, clarrificationg of redl confllets

reciprocal dependence - interpr on regsarch and vica versa
history on rescarch and interpr & vico versa

dialectle on research interpr and history & vice veraa
theoretical advance makes mew rances of data apprehansible
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reclprocal dependence most easily achleved when one man does all four ap
but the wjore the spsclkt develop, the mor« refined their techniques,

the mors numerous .and deli-ate the opsrations they perform,

the less possible it becomes for one man to do all four well

then mcourge to team-work

undersztand the fact of reciprocal dependence .

be familiar with acquis, with already achieved, so0 able tograsp new develpm
bes In easy and rapid communication ~ universgity peoriodicals bks congrsasa

- First phase: from almost endless multipliclity of® data

through many iaterpretative unities
to more comprehensive nabrative unlties
to dialectical opposltlons rmunning through interpr and higtories

Second phase: from unity of grounding horizon
through doctrines and systematic ¢larifications

to communications with almost endless varied sensihilities
tastse mentalities interests of mankind

Progcess is not deductlive, from premlsséas to conclugionsg, but movement
through successlive and more fully determinate contexts
Foundations provides a baslc orlentation

applisd to conflicts of dialsctic, ambligulties of history and interpratation;-

it becomes a princple of selection that results in Doctrines .
Doctrines tend to be regarded as mere verbal forrulae

until thelr ultimate meaning is worked out

thelr coherence is assuwed by Systematics
Systematics reveals what there 1lg to commnicate

but there remains theproblem of the creatlve use of the mavallabls medls

the task of finding the appropriate approach and procedure

to convey the measage o the gosepl to peoplas of cultures classes

Dependznce not just in one direction
questiong for systematlcs can arlge from communloations
doctrinal formulations can draw on systematioes
converglon, formulated as horizon in foundations, has not only personal
but slso soclal historical doectrinal dimensions

reciprocal Inierdapendence then In both phasegs

gsescond phase depends on firgt
first 1s mediating theology = the Body c¢f Christ as it hasexisted and
still exists monlesting itself to usg
goacond 13 medlated theclogy ~ theoloay as of God and of &l thinga in
their relations to Ged
first is theology as field speclalization rising up four levelas of cons int

gecond ls theolpgy as subjoct speclallzation descending from horizon of
conversion throurh doctrines and gystematics to communcations

gsecond manifestly Qepends on first: ssecond 1g facing future in light of past

doeg flrst depend on gecond?

it does, but here the sreatest care must be exerclsed to sxclude undue infl

undue Influsncg would tend Lo set up second phase as Independent, as out
off from developing attentlion underatanding of data = resourcement -
goling back to sources
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undue influence = first phage questions have to be met, not by appeal
to second phase as a priorl, mut out of the resources of the first
vhase itgelf
sas8y enough to apot blas from posltliviem existenilaliam &c In another's
work, but the effective answer 18 not content with thisg -= 1t w 11
go back over the sources, 1t will pln down Just what 1s overlooked,
1t will do the long panstaking scholarly job that just endas the matter

Stephen Nelll, Interpretation of NY o er lagit hundred y=ars,

Lightfoot, pinaned down which Ignatidn epistle ¢ genuine, what weres thelr
dates, and so simply exploded onoe and for all Baur'a views on late NT
500 pages of Lightfcot's Apestolic Fathers for every first year theol

There is an int-rdependence of doctrines and doctrinal history
one cannot write the hlstory of matha chemistry medicine unless no hag
a thorough grasp of these subjects

one would ever tend to overlook things of real significance and play up |
minor matters

one's languace would be inaccurate or out of date , one's e?ﬁhasea

N nistaken, one's perspectives distorted, one's omisslons 1ntolerable
> the higtory of
~Q§ “Just ad understanding the doctrine results from wmderatanii gasthe doctrine
. " .7 go 1Inversely understanding the history results from understanding the dootri
oo

b
'{ Again there is an intedependence of dialectic and foundatlosn
, .+ foundationg objJectify converslion: while there may wellbe more than one
¢ v: account of authentic converaion, still they may tend to a certain
T 0 similarity; and they should tend to reduce the multiplicity lald ba

e
by dialectic and to weaken its merely polemical tendencles A

¥
¢

% Prom these two lnterdependen-es there follows a general if indirect
G interdependence of the flrst two phases

Dyamic unity Ls then the interaction of the two phases the eight
functions .

It is the lateraction of theology and relidiSA
It 18 the interaction of rellgion and the world

NB Functionl specializatlon involves a dlstinctive notion of theology

Fleld gpec glves the ldeus of biblical patrigtic medleval reformation
contemporary theology

Subject specialization glves theology as science of (God and of all

things in their relation to God as known under the light of revelatin -
and Talth

Ffunctional gpeclallzatlon brings these two together, sllowing each

itw full si~nificance and role, without thereby tending to neglect the
other

Moreover 1t keeps theclogy distinet from rellgion, the stuu}g)of
theology from the pursuli of relirious development, tha teaching
of theolory from the bteaching of religlon

No doubt all these are interoonnected, but they have toc be clearly
distinguished before their relat ons and connections can be grasped.
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