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Hony hove boen foscincted by Aquines! eoffirmetion
that God onorates in all other operation Incanuch as he
erontos oll Pinitie vrineiplos of actlon, conservos them,

. hada Yoo
applles them, und uses thom as instruments. On this tople

in 1946 Tr. Islesicn publishod hog workt, Do Deo In Oporotions

Haburne vol Volunbetls Opsrante, The thesis wes the thnt

CAquinas ."b;*s.ug-tht rodlated concursus and that he wao ri;rht in
doing 30? The. nanoe contontim rervina In the Vrasent work,
where 1t becomoes tho hypothesis of a thieory on the noeture of
diving kmowlodge ond rrovidence, predestinntion end reprobaglon,
efflesclous and sufficient groce.
| - In gpubgtonce, tho propossl 1z tlnt, if one {~ccants
N“m;;d;’t;:i (.:oncuvaus » then ono noves out of the context of the
cmtrovoruy, Ds Auniliis, into tho context of the thourht of
5t. Thoma md though 211 va difficulties do nnt vaniah at
'.o:nce s 50111 one is incowntrably bebter off, For the contoxt
of tho dontrovorsy wvas ndt by Seotus vho Irvented Immodinte
congursud cond did go boenuse of his theory of divine imm‘:-
ladza (p. 148 £.)s Bub dn tie vritinrs of Aquin&a', divinre

~ormigeleonce nnd the ef{lcaey of divine will veat on the
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absolute :erfection of God. Hence, there is'no noed to
pogtulote 1mmﬂdiato concursus to make'God oﬁniaeient andlgo
endov hig will with efficoey, and co there follows a srect
mltizetion of tho problem of reconciling divlné dominion
with humon freedonm, For it is inmedicte comoursus thast
conflieip with cont ingence and 1ihaf£&; and nob at 21l divine
dm;i;cienca and officneye Invorsely, it s not lmmedinto |
concursus that ﬂé?%gwg%ace off icaclous, but divlre omniscicnce
and officucy (pps 163, 188, 194, 290).

I belicve the fovegeing, 98 n genefal séheﬁe,.“
o bo velld and covrochs In my opldnlon reservntions hnve to
b m&de on the nanthoprta contnntioﬁs for wodisted concursus,
but t'ecse I hrve ox regssed on a previous'ocqasi&n {(Theols Stud.,
VII{1946), 602 ffe)s Dut I £ind completely unccceptable the
offort to doduco divine kmouledge. of the fuw futuribles from
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ivine lmovledifo of fhe possibles wifbouk nny recoinrse to

diving wlsdom; and g the.nuthbr ﬁélioves thet he succeeds,

whore it seems clear to me thol he fails, his wholo positiOﬁ

becores, in my judgmont, amblgnouss | mrmeTREe fee
Juite rightly Fr. Iglesiss wold alng thob

God Imovs the possibles, nob aa meve ssnemﬁlagosvof abatirast

proporties, nor merely as contained vieturlly in Tind to éausea,

but in thomsolves and in tho sobting of thelr circwactences,

conditions, and canses. Ilowever, he ocvgues thab in. oneh gueh

settlng There is o knwoble, necessery nexus botween the

possible event, considéred coneretely, ond 1#3 circﬁ:mtahoéa.

Bocaune the nexus is lmwvable, it follows from div;ne.omni-}..f
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acieﬁoe that God kﬁows it.h Bognuse the nexus is in the fiold of
the peapibles, 1t follows that this dlvine Jmowledze is prior %
to nny aet of ﬂivine will. On the othxr hond, Lhohgh tho nexus
15 necessory, 1t is to be conceived on thae nnalogy of "Socrates,
dum sedet, neces:zarlo sodet" and 80 1t esnnot conflict with ;
cgntingonca or Liborby. Ilence, the ruthor concludes thint God,
prior to any aet of will, lmows whot he couid.praducé thro:gh
the medintion of crented froc wills, (p. 88 £.)
This conﬁlusion, I fing, oifher tr 18 either

grivial or contradictory. It is triviel if 1t wmoecns that

God lmows tint under deternin te cirecunstonces Peber, uince

he is freo, ¢o 14 either sin or not sin. It 1s contrsdictory
Lf it moens-thet God knowu Lhnt e detorminﬁfo circuwistbances

Potor wonld sln, For in the vory elreunibrneaes in which Potor

sins, 1) it io possilble for him to sin, for that is vhet he
toes, cnd 2} it is possible for him not te sin, for he ip free.
Hence, the soms poas¢blo clrcurqt nees nust hear two nexus;
on the author!a showing brath mast be- necesacrys but the Lorme .. ;
of the two nexus are 0011£radictory, for thwe one ls siming end
the otheor not sinnlngy and 4% o imponﬂible for both of a pair

01 contrauictorlea to ba necessary.
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