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THE MYSTICAL BODY AND THE SACRAMENTS
Bernard |. F. Lonergan, S. ],

ANY unities bind men together hesides their
unily in Christ.  The hond may be con-
spicuous as & eountry on lhe map, or in-
conspicnous as a culbural {radition. L may he
quiet and practical like a lrade union or a sodalily;

or noisy and mysterionus like a break on the stoek

market. It may be a fine ideal as democralic justice
and equalily; a grandiose dream like lhe Faseist
empire; the eflicient madness of Germany’s racial
pride; or just Lhe homely brulalily of Joseph Stalin,
But whatever their nalure, such honds are ever
present.  Weak or strong, manifest or unsuspected,
localizedt or far-reaching, vile or inspiring, they are
ever manifold, ever pressing upon us, ever mould-
ing our deeds, our stalemenls, our thoughts, our
judgments,

In the aggregale these wysterious  honds are
termeit human solidarity, and from thetr grip there
is no eseape.  "Think what the Soviet rule means lo
one hundred and eighty million Russians,  Yel the
heavy imprint of that rule on the external way of
life, on the inward I'hnughtt-.. on the eternal destiny
of every Russian is bul a striking example of a
more genersl law. Beeause that regime is planned
and organized, hecause il is dramalic in hloodshed
and ruthlessness, because under the shadow of ler-
rorism il Fans oul theough the press, the radio, the
school, the Taclory, the farm, the market from the
Polish marshes to the Pacifie, from the Arctic to
the Caspian, this giant oetopus seizes the magina-
tion and drives home the helplessness of the Rus-
sians in lheir sobidarity.  Bat if anly we relleet,
we come to realize thal @ similar lhough far from
identical helplessness is the lol of all men, -
deed we have free will, hut the field in which onr
responsibie choiees are made, that is nol of our
doing, We were nol asked whether we enrel 10
he born, lo seleet our parents or their ancestors. 1o
choose onr country, or the ideals and prineciples
tanght uys in our youth, Our oecupation amd mar-
riage- -or lack of these--we altribule more to our-
selves: yel who ean mensure the role played hy
temperameid and chance eircumslance in ihese
most serious deeisions. 1f in them we are nol too
nolably The unconditioned masters, then how much
Tess in the daily reuline on which we seldom re-
flect, which we Ieave to (he eontrol of cusiom and
fashion? Finally when we turn to hroader issues,
1o prospertty and shumps, to the whims of diclators
or of democratic public opinion, 1o peace and war,

Lo national ambitions and enmities, to the hislorical
forces immovably rooted in the past yet powerfully
operative in the present, then we must confess thal
even we are no more than aloms, each indeed au-
tonomous within his narrow orbit, for each is free,
yet logether swepl in a swirling mass down the
sataract of life to the serene pool of a green church-
rarid.,

Examine thal calarael. AL firsl one is struck
wilh a love of its beauties, its amazing progress,
its splendid virlues, ils courageous smile and Iam-
hent irughter, Draw newrer: one grows indignant
at vasl injuslice, loathes soul-destroying bestiality,
hates the confusing eult of ever shifting errors. Yes,
the stream is contaminated at its very sotree, and
every alom in the torrentinl Bow is the disabled
veteran of a primitive battle thal was losl.  Men
are truly men: they acknowledge a rule and a law
above that of beasts; they distinguish right and
wrony: lhey praise many heroic deed; they
abominate much evil.  Yet in their very manhood
they are eripples: at the besl, the good they would
they o nol, and the evil hey would nat, thal they
do; and al worsl? Lel St Paul answer,

Ax they tiked nol to have God in their
knowledge, God delivered them up to u repro-
hate sense, {o do those things which are not he-
fitting. Being litled with all iniquity, malice,
fornieation, avarice, wickedness: fufl of envy,
nurder, cantention, deceil, malignily: whisper-
ers, delraclors, haleful 1o God, eonlumelious.
prowd, haughty, inventors of evil things, disobe-
dient to parents, foolish, dissolule; without af-
fection, without fidelity, without mercy. Ro-
mans 1, 28-31,

Thal picture is not merely of ancien! Rome.
[tis the inevitahle goal of all merely human pro-
gress. Men can and will revolt againsl swch mons-
lrous evil, but to what avail? Neither revolution,
nor liquidation, nor reform, nor the Zuropean
new order, nor the Asialie new  order, nor the

dynamic  of evenls, nor muddling {through, nor
common  sense, nor any other human plan can
et il For every human ellort will he equally

cortupl, will equally have ils source in the heart
of man and in Adam’s sin.

There is but one haope, one refuge, one reme-
dy.  Only one man has overcome the world, and
that man was Gad. There has been bat one com-
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plele victory over sin, and that victory was death,
a death wrought'in mid air by the agony of cruci-
fiion.  “I”, he said "9f T be lifted up, will deaw all
things to Me.” Into that death of his we too musi
enter, il we are lo share the glory of his resurrec-
tion. 'T'o share that glory we pray when we recile,
“Thy kingdom come.” Into that death we enter,
when we receive the sacraments.

“Know vou nol”, wrole St Paul, “tai all we
who are baptized in Christ Jesus are haplized
in his death? For we are buried together with
him by baplism into death: that as Christ is
risen from the dead by the giory of the Father,
s0 we also may walk in newness of life. Ior
if we have been planted together in the likeness
of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of
his resurrection. Knowing this, that our old
man is crucified with him, that the body of sin
may be destroyed, te the end that we may serve
sin no longer.”  Romans 6, 3-6,

Such is the efficacy of the death of Christ, It
draws the attention and wins the allegiance of a
sinful world. Through its symbol and represenia-
tion, {he sacrament of baptism, ii destroys the reign
of sin in cach individual, the reign of the old Adam
vitisting every noble aim and bringing every good
beginning to an evil end. But nol only does it sde-
stroy. It lays the foundations of a new humanity,
walking in a newness of lfe, walking in the fresh-
ness of freedom liherated from the cluich of sin's
solidarity. Just as food that enters info the body is
disintegrated and refashioned to become new blood,
new tissoe, new flesh, new hone, new sinew, so loo by
baptism is the dominion of sin hroken in Adam's
children of wrath to rebuild them anew in Christ.
“Unless & muan he Lorn again ol waler and the Holy
Ghost, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”
(John 3, ) Be convinced of the realily of thal new
birth. The human body is not nourished by pateh-
ing here a piece of lettuce and there a it of beef:
neither is the mystical Christ built up hy any mere
agglomeration of men. But as food is transformed
info human flesh, so also men are ransformed inta
more than men, inlo chitdren of God and temples of
the Holy Spirit, that in Christ they he as Christ who
js the Son of God on whom the Holy Spirit de-
scended,

Still, profounid as is this spiritual change, our
bodies do not at once die to rise again as Christ rose
from the tomb. Our liberation is not ecomplele.
Our sojourn is prolonged until nature’s course
makes us pav by death the forfeit of Adamy’s sin.
Thus, besides the sacrament of baptism, there are
six more o strengthen the bonds uniting us with
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Christ, lest we become entangled in the tentacles of
human solidarity, lest we let charity grow cold and
faith grow dim and our hope of heaven so faded
that we barter our eternal heritage for place or
Measure in this Egvpl of our souls,

There is confirmalion, “Everyone that shall
confess me lefore men, T will also confess him be-
fore my Fatier who is in heaven, But he that shall
deny me before men, I will also deny him before my
Father who is in heaven,” (Mt., 10: 32, 33) It is not
enough to believe inwurdly in Christ; we must also
give others the example of helief. “Wilh the heart
we believe unto justice; but with the moulh  eonfes-
sion is made nnto salvation.” {Rom. 10, 10) This con-
fession of Christ is not always an easy matter, as
even SL Peler showed when a froward maid embar-
rassed him into discliiming Christ. Nor need we
think of ancient martyrs, In modern Germany
Nuzi pressure has been so great that pavents have
fallen on their knees pleading with lheir children
to leave the Catholic school and desert the orgun-
izations of Catholic youth. In modern France il

was accounled a great thing that live thousand pro-.
fessional men in Poris were found ready, afler

much Inbour, to-jeopardize their careers by making
their Easter Communion.  “If you had been of the
waorld, the world would love ils own: because you
are nol of the world, but T have chosen you out of
the world, therefore the world hateth you.” (John
15, 19} Against this inevitable hatred, our souls
must be sleeted. To give them the temper needed,
Christ ascended inlo heaven and on Pentecost sent

the Holy Spirit on the apostles and disciples. 1t is .

a grace that we lon receive in confirmation and, to
know its eflicacy, we need only compare St. Peler

first brazenly denying Christ in the court-yard of

the high priest, and later brazealy telling the high
priest to his face thal God was to be abeyved rather
than men (Acts 3, 5-21).  The Spiril revealed in
Christ from Gethsemani to Golgotha has also been
reveuled not only by the apostles hul by the mar-
tyrs of every age, nol only by marlyrs hut hy every
Catholic who has endured slights and sneers, dis-
crimination and ostracism, ealumny and hatred for
his heliet in Christ, whom the world will ever re-
jeck,

There is the most JHessed sacrament of the
Eocharist,  **I am the vine: you are the branches.
He that abideth in me and I in him the same bear-
el much fruit: for wilthout me you ean do nothing,
If anyone abide not in nie, he shall he cast forth as

a branch and shall wilther: and they shall galher

him and east him into the fire (John 13, 5, 6),
Sinee we are born aguin in Christ unto a newness of
life, we must he sustained by the life that is in
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Christ. The hranch that is not sustained Dy
the vine withers away. But the branch thud
is grafted on to it, that draws its life from
it, is the channel and the lool by which the
vine brings forth its fruit.  That is cleur
ant simple.  “Amen, amen, I say o you:
excepl you eal the flesh of the Son of man
and drink his blood, you shall not have life
in you. He that eatelh my Nesh and drink-
eth my blood hath everlasting life: and I
will raise him up in the last day.” Gohn G:
54 53} The point canmot be made any plain-
er. Would you ward off the death of yvour
immortal soul? Go to communion: “without
me you can do nothing.” Would ¥Ou grow in
Christ, would you become what Christ
would have been had he your life 1o Iead?
Go to eommunion: *as the living Falher
hath sent me and I live by the Falher, so he
that eateth me. the same also shall live by
me.” Glohn 6, 58)  Wonld you he more
reverenl in yowr communions? would yon
make them oceasions for increasing vour
delermination to reject all sin? You have
onfy to recall that communion represents
and applies the passion and death of vour
Lord.  “For us oflen ns yon shall est this
bread and drink this chalice, vou shall shew
the death of the Lord.” (1 Cor., 11, 26).

But we are slill weaklings in Chrisl,
barely weaned from the waorld, still stithject
to deceit and lempiation. Like the vineyari
on a hill in a fruilfut place, fenced in and
cleared of stones and planted with the ehoi-
cest vines, we too have heen renovated in
baptisin and confirmed in the Holy Spirit
and nourished hy the body of Christ.  And
as that vineyard brought forth grapes not sweel and
full but soer and wizened, sotoo we bring forth nai
the fruits of Christ's example and of lhe indwelling
Holy Spiril but the fruits of our nol vet glorified
bodies and of the workHiness thal surrounds us and
presses us down. We hecome diseased members of
the mystical hady, Lo the public disgrace of Christ
and to lhe seandal of those outside who ure led 1o
say that Calholies wre nol a whit betler Han any-
one else. For this reason the sacrament of penance
exists, the Iribunal of the confessional. As hefore
the tribunal of Pilate Christ was unjustly condemn-
ed to death, so by this fribunml the unjust members
of Christ may he allowed to go free. “Whose sins
you shall forgive, they are lorgiven them; whose
sins you shall refain they are relained.”

The sin-
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This is the Iatest picture of Her Majesty, Queen Rlizabeth,
and Princess Elizabeth to reach this continent.
and the Princess are constantly minglirsg with
greeting them with words of eheer and sympathy
ing the hardships of rationed food-and nightly bombings,

The Queen

the peopls
and shar-

ner must repent and resolve amendment, but 1o be
restored fully to the living hody of Chrisl, he must
also confess and be forgiven.

The sacraments of matrimony and orders are
concerned wilh the extension of the mystieal body.
Not only does Christ grow in each individual, hut
also would he reteh out through them to others,

that the Chureh be perpetusted in every age to the

comstnmation of the world. Thus by orders bhishops
and priests are procured 1o replace the apuosties in
thetr mission of teaching all nations, Similatly the
sierment of matrimony elevates a nalural fune-
lion indo o function of the mysticeal body. Christian
matringe is not merely for the procreation and

cdducation of more human heings; it is for the pro-.

creation and edueation of more Christians.
{Continned on page 32
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THE MYSTICAL BODY AND THE SACRAMENTS
fContinued from page 10)

duty even Catholics ean he led astray al a lime
when conlraeeplives are a £250,000,000 yvearly busi-
ness and, since they commonly are defective, the
number of abortions is rivatling the number of
births, Such is the world which the Christian must
renounee, for no man can serve two masters, Of
lhe standard of living, the gospel says: Suflicient
for the day is the evil thereof.  OF the standard of
holiness, it says: Be ye therefore perfect as your
heavenly Father is perfeet. Nol only 1o Jumes and
John hul to every member of the myslical body is
the question pul:  Can you drink the chalice (hat
[ shall drink? For Ihe love of Chrisl erucified for
his mystieal hody is lhe model and measitre of Wi
ried love and married sacrifice.

Exlreme unclion, linally, is a sacrmment wilh
4 double ellect: somelimes it eommunicates the
elficacy wilh which Christ cured the sick of ancient
*alestine; always, when properly received, it clears
awiay the sears and remnants of sin to prepare the
soul for its first interview willt lhe Lord of ns all.
Il only then he smiles on yor and says to vou, Well
done, is nol {hal smile, are nol those two words
from him worth u thousand lives of faithiul grafi-
fnde and love! Think it over,

Exquimall Subdivision

The Esquimall Catholic Women’s League held a sye-
cessful tea and turkey contest at the home of Mrs. Sparrow,
The presldent. Mrs, Comerford, recelved the guests, and a
musical programne was given. Mesdames Colberrt and
Harils presided at the tea urns, Mis. Smythe and Mus.
Falmer were in recelpt of eustoms, and Misses Pick and
Spartow served the tea. Mys. Allan and Mis, Lambert
helped with refreshinents.

Cobble Hill Shawnigan

Twenty tables of eribbage, five hundred and bridee weve
made up at an enjoyable eard party held in the SL.AA,
Hall, Shawnigan, under the ausplees of the Cobble Hill and
Shawnigan Lake Branch of the Catholic Women's Leaguie.
A popular contest with many useful prizes was an addition-
al attractlon, and prizes were won by Messrs Hall and F. T,
Elford as possessors of the “lucky” chairs. Refreshmentis
were served by the members of the Leagte. Winners at
eards were as follows: Cribbage, first, Mrs. A. Hallet and .
Plton; five hundred, first, Mrs, W. Bell and Mr. J. Walker;
Inidge, first. Mrs. K. Bloomquist and Mr. F. T. Elford,

JAngford Subdivision

The monthly neeting of the Langford Subdivision of
the Catholic Women's League was held at the home of
Mrs, W. R, Scafe. The president, Mrs. Patrick Malhwoney,
presided.  Much buslness and many plans for fulure
activities were discussed.
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PERPETUAL HELP CREDIT UNION

fContinued from page 17)
ment in his provinee, He pointed out the orderly
and canslitutional manner in which codperative in-
stitutions eould bring about much needed economie
reformis withoul the violence and revolutionary
methods advoeated by some.  There are lwo {ronts,
he said. in this war which have to he strenglhened
and defended: e hattle front, where soldiers fight
so valianlly ugainst the enemy, and Lhe home front,
which must be prepared 1o guard against lhe econ-
omic strain, now, and after the war,  Group move-
menis of this kind, he said, were of greal value in
showing (he people what they conld do (o help
themselves,  Bishap Cody  was  thanked for his
tinely and hetpful address by the President, as were
also the other members of the clergy for their inler-
est anil support.

Owing to the resignation of Mr, Hubert Fouden
onaceount of mililary duties, from the Direclors,
and Lo extend the Board 1o seven members, the fol-
lowing new members were elected: Mr, ¥, L. St
Marlin, Mr. Brian Dardon Murphy, and Miss Kath-
leen Neshill. Mr, I, X, ('Neill was chosen Chair-
mar of the Credit Commiltee.  Other committees
and officers remain as previously.

An aclive Refreshment Conmmiltee consisting of
Mrs, B Hornsby, Mrs. J, D, Kissinger and Mps. J.
DeBlanquiere served the assembled members and
their {riends. Other soctal and edueational groups
were named and plans for further codperation are
being arranged.

PAPAL HONOR TO REY. G. T. DALY, C.8.SsR.

His nueny friends from Const lo Coast in Cana-
da will be glad to learn that the Cross Pro Ecelesia
¢t Ponlifice has heen presented to Rev, George ‘I
Daly, CL8R. of St Patrieck’s Chureh, Toronto,

Falher Daly, formerly a member of the staflf
of St. Peler’s Church, Toronto and founder of the
Sislers of Serviee, recenlly observed ke [iftieth
annivesary of his ordination.

The presentation of the Cross 1o Father Daly

was nade recently hy the Most Rev. I. C. MeGuigan,
.0, Archbishop of Toronio,

SYMPATHY

To Mrs. Chipman Kean, National Convener—

Girl Gaides, we exlend on hehalf of members of

the C. W, L. decpesl sympaihy on the denth of her
Molher, Mrs, Julin George of Saint John, N. B. who
died on January 1ith after a short illness.
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